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THE furrender of Saratoga forms a memorable sera in the ^ HA P. 
hiftory of the American war. Although the fuccefs of the v,..— ,^ ^ 
Britifh arms had not been fo brilliant, nor the progrefs made in re- EfTeasoftiit 
preffing the fpirit of revolt fo confiderable, as either the magnitude gliratoya.^ 
of the force employed under fir William Howe, or the military cha- 
radter of that general, gave reafon to expedl ; ftill, upon the whole, 
until the unfortunate expedition from Canada, the advantages that 
had been gained were on the fide of Great Britain. 
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Whenever the Britifti and American armies had been oppofed to 
each other in the field, the fuperiority of the former was confpi- 
cuous in every thing, and, in general, even in numbers. The Ame- 
ricans themfelves, imprefled with an opinion of their own inferiority, 
were difpirited ; and it was with reludlance that they ever attempted 
to engage the Britifh troops upon equal, or even nearly equal, terms. 
But fo uncommon an event as the cjipture of a whole army of their 
enemies animated them with frefli ardour, invigorated the exertions 
of the congrefs, leflened in the mind of the American foldier the 
high opinion which he had entertained of Britifti valour and difci- 
pline, and infpired him with a jufter confidence in himfelf. 

The confequences, however, which this event produced in Europe 
were of ftill greater moment. In Great Britain the moft fanguine 
cxpeftations had been raifed from the Canada expedition, the rapid 
fuccefs of which, in its firft ftages, feemed to promife the moft for- 
tunate ifliie. A junftion of the northern army with that at New 
York was confidently expected ; and it was hoped that by this 
junftion a decifive blow would be given to the rebellion, by cutting 
off the northern from the middle and fouthern colonies. The Bri- 
tifti nation, elevated with fiich hopes, and encouraged to cherifti 
them by the firft intelligence from Canada, which brought an account 
of the almoft inftantaneous reduction of Ticonderoga, and the de- 
ftrudtion or capture of the provincial naval force in Lake Cham- 
plain, fuffered proportionate difappointment upon hearing of the 
ultimate failure of the expedition and the total lofs of the army. 
But if the difappointment of the nation was great, that of the mi- 
&|ftry was ftiil greater; and in a fit of defpondency, it would feem, 
they determined, for the fake of peace, ^and of getting rid of a 
troublefopie and expenfive war, to give up every thing foi which 
they had originally contended. To the furprife of all, and to the 
no fmall mortification of thofe who had hitherto ze^oufly fupported 
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the mcafurcs of adminiftration, the miniftcr in the month of Fe- ^ 
bruary introduced two bills into the houfc of commons, which were 
pafied through both houfes of parliament with great difpatch, and BiUs brought 
received the royal aflent on the eleventh of March. By the firft of ment^for^'re- 
thefc the duty payable on tea imported into America, which was the ^°j^*^^f ^^^^ 
original caufe of difpute, was repealed, and a legiflative declaration w»t^ the 
Was made, that the king and parliament of Great Britain would not in 
future impofe any tax or duty whatfoever payable in the colonies^ 
except only fuch as fhould be neceflary for the regulation of trade, 
and in fuch cafe that the nett produce of the duty fo impofed fliould 
be applied to the particular ufe of that colony in which it fhould be 
coUeded, in-the fame manner as other duties colledled under the au- 
thority of the affcmblics. By the other of thefe adls, authority was 
given to the king to appoint commiffioners with foil powers to treat, 
<;onfult, and agree, with any aflemblies of men whatfoever in Anic- 
rica, and even with individuals, concerning any grievances exifting 
in the government of any of the colonies, or in the laws of Great 
Britain extending to them, concerning any contributions to be fur- 
niflied by the colonies, and concerning any other regulations which 
might be for the common good of both countries; with a provifo, 
however, that fuch agreement fhould not be binding until ratified 
by parliament. But in the following inftances the commiffioners 
were to be invefted with abfolute power, exercifeable however ac- 
cording to their difcretion, for proclaiming a ceffation of hoftilities by 
fea and land, for opening an intercourfe with the mother-country, 
for fufpending the operation of all afts of parliament relating to the 
North American colonies pafTed fmce the tenth of February 1763, 
and for granting pardons to all dcfcriptions of perfons. 

Never perhaps was there a moment during the whole of the Bri- 
tifh hiftory, in which the nation had greater caufe of mortification 
than at the time of palfing thefe afts: And it will be difficult to dc?- 
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fend the minifters of that day againft the imputation of either want 
of wifdom or want of firmnefs. If what was now propofed was a 
right meafure, it ought to have been adopted at firft-, and before the 
fword was drawn : On the other hand, if the claims of the mother- 
country over her colonies were originally worth contending for, the 
ftrength and refources of the nation were not yet fo far exhaufted 
as to juftify minifters in relinquifhing them without a further ftruggle. 
But fuch was the difappointment in confequence of the failure of the 
expedition from Canada, and fo great an alteration had it produced in 
the opinions of thofe who directed the councils of the nation, that 
the conceffions which had been repeatedly refufed to the petitions of 
the colonifts were now to be offered to them with arms in their hands j 
and they were even to be courted and intreated to accept of them. 

This moment of defpondence, humiliation, and debafement, was 
feized by the court of Verfailles to give a fatal blow to the over- 
grown power of her rival. Ever fince the commencement of the 
rebellion the American colonifts had been encouraged in their revolt 
by fecret aflurances of affiftance from the court of France, and by 
fupplies of money, arms, and ammunition, clandeftinely conveyed 
to them. The French were in the mean time making preparations; 
and their original defign was, probably, to abftain from an open de- 
claration, until Great Britain and her colonies had mutually weak- 
ened each other in their civil contention. But the difafter which 
happened to general Burgoyne's army, and the confequent concilia- 
tory meafures about to be adopted by the Britifh cabinet, at laft 
obliged them to throw off the mafque. They knew that the Ame- 
ricans, notwithftanding their fuccefs at Saratoga, ftill laboured under 
very gteat difficulties; and that, for want bf internal refources, whilft 
their foreign trade was almoft annihilated by the Britiih cruifers, it 
was impoffible for them, without affiftance, to keep a refpedable army 
in the field for any length of time ; . and they dreaded, left, under 
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filch unpromifing circumftances, they fhould be induced to accept CHAP. 

the very liberal terms which they knew were to be offered to them*. \ ,>^' -; - 

To prevent this, and to defeat the effect of the conciliatory meafures Treaties en- 
about to be adopted by the Britilh cabinet, two treaties were now t^^en"},^^'^" 
entered into between the French king and the thirteen revolted co- ^'rcnchking 

° ^ and the thir- 

lonies ; one of commerce, and another of defenfive alliance; which tten revolted 
were finally figned at Paris the fixth of February in the prefent year, 
by the chevalier Gerard, in behalf of the French king, and by Dr. 
Franklin, Silas Deane, and Arthur Lee, in behalf of the American' 
colonies. The firfl: of thefe, as its title imports, was intended to 
iregulate the commerce to be carried on between the countries of the 
contracting parties ; and the principal objedl of the other was to 
fecure the fovereignty and independence of the revolted colonies ; 
it being ftipulated, that if a war in confequence of this treaty fhould 
break out between Great Britain and France, the two contrading 
parties fhould mutually affifl each other according to their power and 
ability, and that peace fhould not be made without the confent of 
both, nor until the fovereignty and independence of the colonies, 
both in matters of government and commerce, fhould be either ex- 
prefiy or tacitly acknowledged by the king of Great Britain. 

A meafiire of fuch confequence could not, even in France, efcape 
the vigilance and penetration of the lord vifcount Stormont, the 
Britifh ambafTador at Paris, who, with the utmofl purity of morals, 
and even in the midfl of literary purfuits, knew how to eftimate the 
friendly profeflions, and to penetrate the real views and defigns, of 
ambitious courts. Intelligence of the engagements between France 
and America was quickly tranfmitted by the vifcount to the Britifh 

• Before the recefs of parliament for the Chriftmas hoUdays it was known that new and 
Tcry liberal terms of reconciliation were to be offered to the Americans: And on the 24th of 
December the treaties between France and the revolted colonies were firft agreed upon, 
ihhough they were not formally figned till the 6th of February following. 

miniflry j 
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minillry ; and this was the caufe why the conciliatory bills were 
pafled with fo much difpatch through the two houfes of parliament. 
It was, perhaps, hoped that they might reach America before the 
congrefs had received intelligence of what had been done in France^ 
but certainly before they had ratified the new engagements entered 
into by their deputies ; and, that they might be apprized of what 
was intended, even before it was completed, rough draughts of the 
bills, as foon as they were introduced into parliament, were imme- 
diately difpatched to the commander in chief in America, to be for- 
warded to the congrefs. The conciliatory ads of parliament being 
pafled, and a commilEon made out under the great feal, the earl 
Commiffion- ^f Carlifle, William Eden^ and George Johnftone, efquires (who, 
for kttling with the admiral and the general commanding in America, or, in 
euccs be cafe of the abfence of the latter, fir Henry Clinton, were the perfons 
mothcrcoun. named in the commiffion, and entrufted with the execution of the 
coUmicJ^^*^ powers for fettling the differences between the mother-country and 

her colonies), failed for America on the twenty-fecond of April. 
tv^cn^Grcat Somcwhat more than a month previous to the failing of the com- 
FrTn^cc *"^ miffioners, the French ambaffador, by order of his court, formally 
notified to that of London the nature of the engagements entered 
into between his fovereign and the American colonies, and fome days 
after quitted London and returned to France, about the fame time 
that the Britifh ambaffador quitted Paris. This notification was con- 
fidered as amounting to a declaration of war ; and although war waa 
not adually declared, both kingdoms vigoroufly prepared for open 
hoftilities. 

Fate of Bur- Such was thc train of political confequences which, in fucceffion, 

croyQc'f 

army, foUowed the Capture of general Burgoyne's army. Here it may be 

proper to notice the fubfequent fate of thofe brave but unfortunate 
men^ whom the chance of war had thus fubjeded to the power of 
the Americans. By one of the articles of capitulation it was ftipu- 

a lated 
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lated that the furrcndering army Hiould be at liberty to tranfport C H^A P. 
itfelf to Great Britain, upon condition of not ferving againft Ame- 
rica during the war. Bofton was fixed upon as the place from which 
it was to embark ; and thither the Britifti troops were marched to 
wait for tranfports. When the army had reached its afligned quar- 
ters, it was found that it would be much eafier, and more expedL 
tious, to march the troops acrofs the country to Rhode Ifland, to 
meet the tranfports, than at that feafon of the year, it being the 
middle of winter, to bring the tranfports from thence round to 
Bofton. An application was accordingly made by general Burgoyne 
to the congrefs, for leave to change the place of embarkation from 
Bofton to Rhode Ifland, or fome other port in its neighbourhood. 
But the congrefs, probably reflefting that the moment the conven- 
tion troops landed in England, an equal number could be fpared from 
thence to fupply their place in America, determined, inftead of com- 
plying with the general's requeft, to prohibit the embarkation of the 
Saratoga troops from any port whatfoever, " until a diftindl and ex- 
" plicit ratification of the convention at Saratoga fhould be properly 
" notified by the court of Great Britain to congrefs ;" and entered 
upon their journals a refolution to that effedl. This refolution was 
evidently a breach of the convention. It was admitted to be fo by 
the congrefs themfelves j but as a kind of juftification, they pre- 
tended to fet forth fome grounds of fufpicion that the Britiftx troops 
did not hold themfelves bound by the convention, and meant, if 
they were fuffered to depart, inftead of returning to Great Britain^ 
to join the army at New York. They alfo attempted to fpecify fome 
inftances in which, on the part of the Britifti troops, the conven- 
tion had already been broken ; but the inftances on which they relied 
were of a nature fo frivolous and unimportant, that it was clear to 
all the world that the congrefs, by this proceeding, facrificed national 
faith and honour to prefent convenience. 

It 
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^xxi ^' '^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ general Burgoyne remonftrated to the congrefs 

-'-V f againft the injuftice of this refolution, and proved, to a demonftra- 

tlon, tliat there was no breach of the convention on the part of the 
IJritifli troops, even in thofe inftances, frivolous and futile as they 
were, on which that aflembly xelied. In order to remove every 
doubt, and filence every objedion, he offered to enter into a new 
engagement, fhould it be defired, and to engage his officers to join 
in it, for fulfilling all the articles of the convention. But the con- 
grefs determined not to be fatisfied, and obflinately perfifled in the 
refolution which they had taken. They gave the general leave to 
return to Great Britain upon his parole, to be forthcoming when 
called for, but they retained his army in captivity ; which, after re- 
maining more than a year in the province of Maffachufet's Bay, was 
marched from thence as far to the fouthward as Virginia, in the in- 
terior parts of which new quarters were affigned to it ; nor were any 
of the convention troops releafed during the war, except fuch as 
were exchanged for American prifoners ; although repeated offers 
were made by fir Henry Clinton, and by the American commif- 
fioners, to ratify or renew, on the part of Great Britain, all the ar- 
ticles of that convention. 

We fhould now return to the two armies, which we left towards 
the middle of the prefent year, the one in Philadelphia, and the 
other encamped in huts in the woods at Valley Forge, upon the 
Schuylkill, where general Wafliington had determined to remain, that 
he might be enabled to fend out detachments during the winter to 
hover round the Britifh quarters, for the purpofe of preventing a 
communication between them and fuch of the inhabitants in the 
country as were well affected to the Britifh caufe : An object 
v^hich, as we have feen, for fome time, he in part accomplifhed. 
But before we rcfume the narrative of military operations it will be 
proper to advert to certain political tranfadions and circumflances 
..4 by 
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hy which thefe were immediately preceded, and; in fome meafure, CHAP, 
affeded. ^ -' '_f 

Within lefs thaij a fortnight after fir William Howe's departure Thc'cJm'mif. 
from Philadelphia, the Britilh commifTioners fent to offer peace to ^'crcTa^^c 
North America, arrived In the Delaware, and without delay entered *" America, 

, , ' and enter on 

on the execution of their office. the execution 

Here it may be proper, before we proceed, to relate the fleps 
which they took to fulfil the purpofes of their miffion ; to throw 
into one point of view fome previous proceedings of the congrefs, by 
which it will appear that, even before the arrival of the commil^ 
fioners, and without waiting to hear what they might have to urge 
that affembly had determined not to accept the terms which they 
had to offer. In the month of November of the preceding year^ 
the congrefs, with a view of removing the only obflacle or ground 
of apprehenfion which impeded the fuccefs of their application to 
the court of France, entered into a refolution, declaring that all 
propofals for a treaty with the king of Great Britain, inconfiflent 
with the independence of the United States, or with fuch alliances 
as might be formed under their authority, would be rejedled. And 
in the month of April of the prefent year, upon the arrival of the 
rough draughts of the conciliatory bills, they paffed refolutions of 
fuch a contemptuous, infulting, and provoking nature, as left no 
hope that any reafonable terms of accommodation would be ac- 
cepted *. In thefe refolutions they affefted to confider thofe bills as 
the fequel of an infidious plan formed by the Britifh government 
for enflaving America. The pbjedt of them, they maintained, waa 
to difunite the colonies, create divifions, and prevent foreign powers 
from interfering in their behalf. They pretended to demonflratc 

• Sec the Rcfolutioni of Congrefe of the 22d of April 1778. 

Vol. IL C that 
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CHAP, tliat thofe bills were an evidence either of the weakaefe or wicked- 
hefs of the Britilh government, or both j and, after various other 
farcaftic ftridures, they finally refolved, that any man, or body of 
men, who fhould prefume to make a feparate agreement with the 
Britifti commiffioners, ought to be confidercd ad Open and avowed 
enemies ; and that the United States neither could nor would hold 
any conference with thefe commiffioners, unlefs they fhould, as a 
preliminary thereto, either withdraw thjeir fleets and armies, or elfe 
in pofitive and exprefs terms acknowledge the independence of the 
United States. It happened too, that the conciliatory bills, after 
they had been pafled through both houfes of parliament, and re- 
ceived the royal aflent, being immediately dispatched to America, 
reached that country fome days previous to the arrival of the com* 
miffioners. They were forthwith forwarded to congrefs ; but that 
alTembly returned no other anfwer * than to refer to the aforefaid 
refolutions, in which they alledged that they had already expreifed 
their fenthnents upon bills not eflentially different from thofe which, 
were now tranfmitted to them* 

Although thefe previous proceedings affbrdctl a very unfavourable 
profpe£t of the fuccefs of the negotiation, which was rendered ftilt 
more hopelefs by the arrival" of Silas Deane at York Town oa 
the fecond of May, with copies of the treaties, already men- 
tioned, entered into between the French king and the American& 
plenipotentiaries at Paris, the commiffioners neverthelefs entered: 
upon the execution of their office with apparent alacrity. They 
difpatched their fecretary, dodor Adam Fergufon, a name well 
known in the literary world, to proceed to York Town, and lay 
'before the coi^refs a copy of their commrffion, with the concili- 

• Rcfoluiions of CoDgrc&.o£ tht 6th of June 1778. 

atory 
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atory adls of parliament upon which it was founded, and a letter ^ ^ A. P< 

explaining the extent of their powers, and fetting forth in detail < v-- ^ 

the nature of thofe terms which they were authorifed to offer for 
fettling the differences between the mother-country and her co- 
lonies ; and propofing to the congrefs that they Ihould appoint a 
place for the Britifh commiflioners to meet them, either colledively 
or by deputation, for the further difcuffion of every fubjedt of dif- 
ference. A previous application had been made to general Wafh- 
ington for a paffport and fafe-condud: for Dr. Fergufon, which it 
was not doubted would have been granted ; but upon his arrival at 
the firft out-poft of the American army, he was not fiiffered to 
proceed any farther, general Wafhington having refufed to grant a 
paffport, until he (hould confult the congrefs, and have their per- 
miffion. Thus a man, whofe unftaincd integrity precluded fufpi- 
cion, and the celebrity of whofe writings, it might have been fup- 
poied, would have fecured to him a &vourable reception in any ci- 
vilized country on the face of the earth, was refufed permiflion evea 
to pafs through the American territory, although the meffenger of 
peace and reconciliation. Such are ever the harfh and ungracious 
effects of ftem republican policy. Dr. Fergufon, being thus denied 
a paffport, returned to Philadelphia ; and, that no delay might enfue, 
the papers of which he was intended to have been the bearer were 
now forwarded to congrefs by the ordinary military pofts of their 
army, and reached York Town on the thirteenth of June. After 
deliberating for fome days on the fubje£t of thefe communications^ 
the congrefs, through their prefident, returned for anfwer, that the 
a€ts of parliament, the commiffion and the commiffioners letter, all 
of them fuppofed the people of the American States to be fubjeiSs 
of the king of Great Britain, and were founded on an idea of de- 
pendance which was utterly inadmiffible : But that they were ready 

C 2 to 
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^ xxt ^' ^^ enter upon the confideration of a treaty of peace and commerce^ 
^^-— V — *-; not inconfiftent with treaties already fubfifting, whenever the king 
of Great Britain fhould demonftrate a fincere difpolition for that 
purpofe ; the only proof of which would be an explicit acknowledg- 
ment of their independence, or the withdrawing his fleets and 
armies ; and they approved of general Wafhington's condudl in re- 
fufmg a paflfport to Dr. Fergufon. Such was the anfwer of congrefs 
to the Britifh commiflioners ; an anfwer which (hewed that all ne- 
gotiation, except upon the ground of acknowledging their inde- 
pendence, would be unavailing, and that nothing but conqueft could 
re-unite the colonies to the Britifh empire : And fuch the ifTue of 
this fecond attempt to bring about a reconciliation; which, whatever 
might be the efFedl of it in Great Britain towards inducing a greater 
union of fentiment on the fubjedl of colonial affairs, produced in 
America no good confequence whatfoever* It flattered the pride of 
' the American republicans, confirmed them in purfuing the meafures 
which they had adopted, and finally eflablifhed the authority of 
congrefs, which the commiflioners had in fadl recognized by offer- 
ing to treat with them. On the other hand, it had a mofl: unfavour- 
able efFe^ upon all the inhabitants of the colonies who were attached 
to the Britifh caufe :. Thofe who had not yet openly declared their 
fentiments, were difcouraged and difheartened j whilfl; the adlive 
and perfecuted loyalifl was plunged into the deepefl defpair.. Even 
rho officers of the army felt themfelves lowered in their own efli- 
Hiation, when, without any apparent necefTity, they faw every thing 
for which they had been yet contending^ in efFe<9: given up* To this, 
order of men, therefore, as well as to the profcribed loyalifls, the 
contemptuous proceedings of congrefs, in' confequence of an appli- 
cation which was confidered as the greatefl: adl of condefcenfion on 
the part of the mother-country, was peculiarly oflfenfive, and gave 

a liev/ 
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a new edge to their refentment. They hoped, as all reafonable ^ HA P. 

profpeft of accommodation was at an end, that the mod ftrenuous v»i ■!<« mJ 

exertions would be made to take fignal vengeance on the authors 

and Abettors of the rebellion, whofe guilt was now aggravated by 

their infolence ; and they locked with impatience for the moment 

when they fhould be led out to aflail the Americaa camp at Valley 

Forgp* 
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CHAP. XXII. 



The Evacuation of Pbiladelphia-^^eneral Wajhington prepares to 
impede and barafs the Britijb Troops in their Retreat — Sir H. 
Clinton purfues his March to New York by Sandy Hook — Di/pojition 
of the American Army — And of the Britijh — Battle of Freehold 
Court Houfe in the County of Monmouth — The Britijh Army arrives 
at New Tori. 



^ xxiY ^" "R^'^ ^^^ ^^^ adive meafure of the campaign did not accord with 
fuch expeftations. This was no other than the evacuation of 
Philadelphia, and the retreat of the army to New York. Prepara- 
tions for this purpofe were making even while the commiflioners 
were tranfmitting their difpatches to congrefs ; and before an an- 
fwer was received the evacuation had actually taken place. 

Through the interference of a hoftile maritime power, the com- 
mand of the fea was about to be difputed by the contending parties* 
Hence greater circumfpedlion became neceflaiy in the choice of 
pofts for the Britifh army. It was uncertain where the French 
might attempt to ftrike a blow ; whether upon the continent of 
America, or in the Weft Indies. It was therefore proper that the 
army fhould occupy a ftation from which reinforcements might be 
moft cafily and expeditioufly fent wherever they fhould be required. 
But of all the ftations hitherto occupied by the fouthcrn army, Phi- 
ladelphia was the leaft adapted to fuch a purpofe. It was diftant 
from the fea not lefs than a hundred miles, and communicated 

3 with 
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with it only by a winding river. Thefe, or other more weighty ^ ^^^ ^* 
^confiderations, influenced the miniftry fo far> that orders were fent 
"from England for the evacuation of Philadelphia ; which was cf- 
-fefted at three in the morning of the eighteenth of June, the army 
retiring to the point of land below the town formed by the conflu- 
ence of the Delaware and the Schuylkill, where the boats and vcf- 
*fels* belonging to the navy were ready to receive them. And fo ju- 
dicious was the admirals arrangement, on this occafion, that the 
whole army, with its baggage, was paflfed over the Delaware, and 
encamped on the Jerfey fhore, by ten in the forenoon ; meeting with 
* little interruption from the enemy, though the Americans entered 
Philadelphia before the Britifli entirely left it. The fame fleet of 
tranfports that carried the foldiers, provifions, and ftores, carried alfo 
the property of the Philadelphian merchants attached to govern- 
ment. The great body of the loyalifts of Philadelphia went along 
with the army : Such of them as had the imprudence to remain be- 
hind were treated with great fe*srerity. Some were baniflied. Seve- 
ral were thrown into prifon^ and tried for their lives. Two of thefe, 
Roberts and Carlifle, very refpedable charatters, of the fed of 
Quakers, fuffered deaths 

The country through which the Britifli army had to march being 
naturally fl:rong, and abounding with difiicult paflies, which, if oc- 
cupied by the enemy, might greatly retard its progr^fs, fir Henry 
Clinton thought it neceflary, in order to guard againfl: the confe- 
qucnces of fuch obfl:ru£tions, to carry along with him a confider- 
able quantity of baggage and a large fupply of provifions. The 
progrefs of the army, thus heavily incumbered, was uncommonly 
flow. 

The preparations and arrangements previous to the evacuation 
could not be made fo fecretly but that intelligence of them was con- 
-veyed to general Wafhington. From this intelligence he was en- 
abled 
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^ xxn ^' ^^^^^ to penetrate the defign, and had detached general Maxwell 
^ - v - -^ with a brigade into New Jerfey, with orders to aflcmble the militia, 
. break down the bridges, and, by every means in his power, im- 
pede and harafs the Britifh troops in their retreat, until he, with the 
main army, fhould crofs the Delaware and fall upon their rear. 
There are two roads leading froto Philadelphia to New York y one 
along the weftern fhore of the Delaware, as high as Trenton F^rry'; 
the other, that which was taken by the Britifh army, running paftil- 
lel with the firft, but on the eaftcrn bank of the river. The route 
of the Britifh army being along the eafleru bank of the Delaw^are as 
high as Trenton, general Wafliington was obliged to make a confi- 
derable circuit to crofs it higher up. But, even after he had effected 
hispaffage, he kept for fome time a very cautious and refpeftful 
diflance, fending forward detachments of his light troops to watch 
the motions of the Britifh army, and hang on its flanks and rear. 
A little to the left of the moft northerly road leading from Trenton 
to New York, the country of New Jerfey becomes high and moun- 
tainous. This country general Wafhington entered when he paffed 
the Delaware at Correll's Ferry, and he thought that the very flow 
movement of the Britifh army indicated a defign in fir Henry Clin- 
ton to draw him down from his advantageous fituation, and either 
force an engagement in the level country, or, by a ray id movement, 
gain the high grounds which he had quitted. This idea alone can 
account for the extreme caution with which he approached a re- 
treating enemy. The courfe of the Britifh army now pointed from 
the Delaware ; and the farther it advanced in this new direction, the 
more general Wafhington flrengthened his detachments; all of 
which were compofed of chofen men. 

Sir Henry Clinton had hitherto met with very little moleflation 
from the enemy. His light troops had been fuflScient to drive the 
Americans from the pafTes which they occupied j and the greateft 

impedi- 
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impediments which he met with, arofe from the deftruAion of the C HA P. 
bridges. His courfe, fo far as he had yet gone, was the fame, whe* v,^.-»^- mJ 
ther he meant to proceed to New York by the way of Sandy Hook, 
or by South Amboy, oppofit^ to Staten Ifland^ and the North River; 
but he had now arrived at that point where the highways diverge, 
and where it was neceffary for him to make an option which of thefe 
roads, during the remainder of his march, he would purfue. The 
roads which led to Staten Ifland and the North River on the kft, 
were the fhorteft^ but in that direction the river Rariton intervened^ 
the palling of which, in the face of an enemy fuperior in number, 
might be both diflBcult and dangerous ; more efpecially as intelli- 
gence had been received that general Gates, with another army, was 
advancing from the northward to form ajdnSion with general Wafh- 
ington, near that river. This confideratJon determined the Britkh SirH.Clm- 

^ ^ ton purfue^ 

general to take the road which led to Sandy Hook, as thit which his march to 
prefented the feweft impediments to obftrudl his progrefs, and by ^a^,SyHoak 
Inclining to the right carried him clear of the courfe of the Rariton 
altogether. Along this road, therefore, the Britifh army was or- 
dered to march j and having proceeded fome miles, they encamped 
on the twenty-feventh of June on fome high grounds in the neigh- 
bourhood of Freehold Court-houfe, in the county of Monmouth. 

General Wafhington had from time to time fo powerfully rein- Kfipofition 
forced his advanced detachments, that the marquis de la Fayette rican amy* 
firft, and afterwards general Lee, were in fucceffion fent to take the 
command of them. They now amounted, according to general 
Wafliington's account, to more than five thoufand men, and had 
taken poft at Englifh Town, a few miles in the rear of the Britifti 
army. A corps of fix hundred men under colonel Morgan, hcK 
vered on the right flank of the Britifli, and eight hundred of the 
Jerfey militia, under general Dickenfon, were on the left j whilft 

Vol. U. D general 
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^ xxn ^' general Wafhington, with the main body of the American army, 
w-T-v — ^ encamped about three miles in the rear of his advanced corps. 

Such was the difpofition of the two armies on the evening of the 
twenty-feventh of June ; and as it was now obvious, from the courfe 
which the Britifh army had lately taken, that their march was a real 
retreat, and not a feint ; this difcovery feems to have at laft de- 
termined the American general to rifque an attack ; which he refolved 
to make the following morning, before the Britifh troops fhould 
reach an advantageous pofition, about twelve miles in their front. 
Orders were accordingly fent to general Lge to begin the attack with 
the advanced corps as foon as the Britift army fhould be in motion, 
with an intimation that general Wafhington, with the main body of 
the American army, would advance and fupport him. Sir Henry 
Clinton was fufficiently apprized that general Wafhington, with the 
American army, was near him, from the frequent appearance of his 
light troops during the preceding day ; and judging that his defign 
was rather to make an attempt upon the baggage, in which he 
thought himfelf vulnerable, than to rifque a general engagement, 
he made a new difpofition in order more effedually to protedl it. 

ffnd of the The army marched in two divifions ; the van commanded by ge- 
neral Knyphaufen, and the rear by lord Cornwallis ; but the whole 
of the baggage was now put under the care of general Knyphau- 
fcn's divifion, that the rear divifion, under lord Cornwallis, which 
confifled of the flower of the Britifh army, being difincumbered, 
might be ready to a6k with vigour, as circumflances fhould require. 
This arrangement being made, general Knyphaufen's divifion, con- 
fifling of the German troops, the yagers excepted, and the fecond 
battalion of light infantry, with the baggage, marched in purfuance 

June 38. of orders at break of day on the twenty-eighth of June, whilfl the 
other divifion, with which the commander in chief remained, did 

not 
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not move till near eight, that it might not prefs too clofe upon the ^ HA P. 
baggage, which was fo enormous as to occupy a line of march of y^ ■^- y 
near twelve miles in extent. But fcarcely had the rear-guard of the 
Britiih army defcended from the heights of Freehold, into a plain 
of three miles in length and one in breadth, when the advanced 
corps of the American army was feen approaching, and foon after- 
wards defcending into the plain from the fame heights which the 
Britifli army had juft before quitted. About the fame time intelli- ^»^^|^ ^ 
gence was brought that large columns of the enemy were feen march- Court-houfc 
ing on both flanks. This intelligence confirmed the Britifh general of Mon- 
in his firft opinion, that the defign of the enemy was upon his "^°"^ 
baggage ; and as that was now engaged in defiles which would con- 
tinue for a confiderable diftance, no other mode of aflfording relief 
to general Knyphaufen's divifion appeared to him fo eligible as that of 
making a vigorous attack upon the corps which appeared in his rear, 
- and, if fuccefsful, of prefling it fo clofely, that the detachments fent 
forward on his flanks might be recalled to its aflfiftance. A difpo- 
fition was accordingly made for commencing the attack in the plain; 
but before it could be carried into execution the provincials retired, 
and took poll on the high ground from which they had before de- 
fcended. This was a ftrong pofition : But it was neceflary to at- 
tempt fomething decifive for the relief of the baggage, and orders 
being given for the Britifti troops to afcend the heights, the attack 
was made with fo much fpirit, that the provincials were quickly 
obliged to give way. Their fecond line, which was alfo ftrongly 
polled, now prefented itfelf to view. Here the refiftance was 
greater ; but notwithHanding the heat of the day, which was ex- 
treme, the Britifh troops, fatigued as they were, advanced to the 
charge with fo much order, firmnefs, and intrepidity, that their fuc- 
cefs in this fecond attack was not lefs complete than in the firft. The 

D 9 provin- 
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C HA P. provmcials now Bed on all fides ; when, in this critical moment, 
Un "v^ general Wafhington coming up with the main body of his array, 
^^^ ^ took pofleflion of fomft ftrong ground behind a defile, over which 
the Britifh troops muft neceflarily pafs in purfuit of the fugitives ; 
And by his timely arrival, and the judicious pofition which he took, 
probably faved his advanced ccwrps from total ruin. Already part of 
the fecond Britifti line had moved to the front, and occupied fome 
ground upon the left flank of the enemy, which was adtually turned by 
the light-infantry and queen's rangers; but the Britifli general having 
reconnoitred their pofition, and feeing, in consequence of thediflSculty 
©f the defile, the impoffibility of attacking them in front with any 
profpedt of fuccefs, and being alfo confident that the end was gained 
lor which the attack had been made, recalled his vidtorious troops, 
ready to fink under the heat and fatigue of the day, and retiring to 
the advantageous pofition where the firfl: attack had been made, fuf- 
fered them to reft till ten in the evening; when he refumed hi^ 
march to join general Knyphaufen's divifion with th€ baggage, car- 
rying his wounded along with him, except fuch as could not with 
£ifety be moved* Some attempts had been made upon the baggage 
by the enemy's light troops, which vr^ere quickly repelled through 
the able difpofition made by general KLnyphaufen for its fecurity ; 
and the tvip brigades of the enemy which had been fcnt forward oa 
this fervice, one on each flank, were foon recalled, in confequence 
of the events which happened in the rear^ In the different engage- 
ments of thi3 day, the whole lofs of the Britifh army in killed, 
wounded, miffing, and thofe who £ed of fatigue, amounted ta 
three hundred and fifty-eight men, including twenty oflicers. 
Amongft the flain the officer of greatefl note was the honourable 
fieutenant-colonel Monckton, who fell at the head of the fecond 
battalion of grenadiers, greatly and defervedly lamented ; And fuch 
4- r^ was- 
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was the extreme heat of the day, that three ferjcants, ani fifty-fix C HA P. 
men, dropped dead without a wound. Colonel Monckton had been v- ^^mj 
feleded for the hazardous duty to which he was this day appointed, 
on account of the cool intrepidity of his charadier. By his military 
qualities, and amiable virtues, he acquired the efteem and the afiecf 
tion of both the officers and the men. Thefe paid the mofl marked 
tribute of refped to his memory. During the confufion of a dan- 
gerous cannonade, the battalion in parties relieved each other, until> 
with their bayonets (being deftitute of more proper tools), they 
perfected a grave, where they laid the body of their beloved com* 
manding officer, placing over it with their hands the earth they had 
moiftened with their tearSr 

The lofs of the Americans exceeded, by a little, that of the Bri- 
tifh army ; for, according to their own accounts, it amounted to 
three hundred and fixty-one men, including thirty-two oncers. 

The events of this day were celebrated by the provincials as a vic- 
tory ; but with what juftice the particulars which we have related 
will ferve to fhew* And, independently of thefe, it is apparent that 
general Wafbington had, in this day's engagement, received fuch a 
check as determined him to draw off his troops towards the 'North 
River, and mdell his retreating enemy no farther* Wafhington, in 
his puWic letter, fays that he lay clofe to the Britifh army after the 
adion ; but that it went off in fuch filence, as to give no alarm of its 
retreat to the Americans* This filence, however, it is well known, 
met with one interruption ; for, juft as the Britifli were beginning 
to move, fome horfes or cattle were draggling through a wood, and 
a battalion of light-infantry, taking them for the enemy, began a 
fire upon them, which continued for five minutes. But general 
Wafhington dates his letter to Lee, on that fame night, from Eng- 
lifh Town, three miles from the field of battle^ 

The 
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The condud of general Lee on this day, which was fo fcverely 
arraigned, and unjuftly puniflied by the Americans, was worthy of 
applaufe and admiration. He had been betrayed acrofs fome nar- 
row paflfes of a marfh by the perfuafion that he had to deal with a 
rear-guard of only two or thiree battalions. Wheil he fuddenly per- 
ceived fix thoufand men, including the Britifh lightrinfantry and 
grenadiers, forming to receive him, he retired with fuch quicknefs 
of decifion, though not attacked, that he had repaffed the marfh be- 
fore our line was in readinefs to move. Had he, in expedlation of 
fupport, maiiitained his ground on the plain, until the Britifh had 
attacked him, he mufl have been overpowered, and would not have 
had any retreat. On the other hand, the conduft of the com- 
manders in chief of the contending armies, though each of them 
claimed a viftory, was made the fubjeft of animadverfion. Why, it 
was alked, did general Clinton encumber himfelf with fo enormous a 
train of baggage? IKhy, when a rapid retreat was his objedt, did 
he halt the army, without being fatigued by long marches, for two 
days at Freehold ? It was undoubtedly his bufinefs to gain a com- 
munication with the fleet as quickly as poffible j as it was of Wafh- 
ington again to cut it off. At no time on the march did general 
Clinton fhew any other difpofition than that of retreating to New 
York. General Wafhington's caution is therefore cenfurable. He 
ought to have attacked fo encumbered an army with all his light 
troops, and, in fpite of partial defeats, contended, in fuch favourable 
circumflances, for ultimate vidory. The check that the advanced 
guard of the American army fuflained did not, it was faid, appear 
to be fo great as to juflify a declination of all farther attempts againfl 
the Britifh army, even at that very time. Having come up with 
the main body of his army, frefh and untired troops, he fhould 
have endeavoured to turn one of general Clinton's flanks. Had he 

fucceeded, 
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Axcceeded, that part of the Britifh army muft have beca deftroyjed, <^ ^ a p. 
as, immediately after quitting the plain, any regular mode of retreat 
would have been impracticable ; for, on one fide, the road was coni-f 
manded by a pine barren precipice ; while below, on the other, it 
was frightfully interfered and cut up by frequent gullies and ravines. 
Thefe, continued on both fides for five or fix miles, precluded the 
adion of flanking parties, at the fame time that the fummit of the 
precipice, open to an aflailing army, would have poured eafy de- 
ftruftion on a retreating enemy. Succefs in this quarter would have 
fecured equal fuccefs on the part of the army that was encumbered 
with baggage. And to all thefe circumftances, fo much in favour 
of the American general, was added the almoft immediate appearance 
of a French fleet on the coaft of America. 

Yet, in fuch a conjundure of affairs, it was obferved the Britifh 
general rifked, and even courted an adtion, while the American fuf- 
fered the important occafion to pafs by, when he might have termi- 
nated the war by one great and decifive effort. 

The Britifh army proceeded on its march, until, the baggage hav- 
ing reached Sandy Hook, there was no farther apprehenfion for its 
fecurity. The fleet from the Delaware was there ready to receive it; 
and whilfl preparations were making, by a bridge of boats, for tranC- 
porting the troops acrofs an inlet of the fea which feparates Sandy 
Hook from the continent, fir Henry Clinton, with the army, lay 
encamped at the diflance of fome miles in the coutitry, eagerly ex- 
pefting general Wafhington to come up, and fully determined to 
give him battle. But Wafhington was, by this time, on his march 
to the North River ; and the Britifh general having remained for two 
days in this fituation, without feeing any thing of the provincials, 
proceeded from thence to Sandy Hook, where the army was em- 
barked on the fifth of July, and the fame day landed at New YorL 

It 
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It may be mentioned as a fad in natural hiftory, but not tinco&« 

neded with this narrative, that the peninfula of Sandy Hook, by 

The Britifh the ftorms of the preceding winter, had been converted into an 

Ml^wYorL ^^^^f which made it neceflary to pafs the troops acrofs the channel 

Jolf* by a floating bridge. The queen's rangers, who formed the rear 

guard when the bridge was broken up, embarked from the Jerfey 

fide ia boats. 
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72^ French Fleet fets /ail from Toulon to North America — Thither 
alfo a Britijb Fleet fets fail under Vice-Admiral Byron — The County 
D'Efaingj miffing the Britijb Army in Philadelphia^ comes to an 
Anchor off New York — The Harbour of this Place defended by a 
fmall Fleets under Lord Howe — D'EJlaing fets fail to the South'- 
ward'—iut changes bis Courfe^ and arrives at Rhode Ifland—Ame^ 
rican Preparations for an Attempt on Rhode I/land^fruJlrated— 
Naval Operations — Lord Howe reftgns the Command of the Fleet 
to Admiral Gambier. 



HE French, as foon as they had determined to take an open C HA ?• 

and adive part in behalf of the revolted colonies, began im* v--^>^,> 

mediately to arm by fea. At Toulon they equipped a fleet of twelve a French 



flxips of the line and fix frigates ; which, with a confiderable num- Toulon to" 
ber of troops on board, failed firom thence on the thirteenth of ^^^^ ^^"^ 
April, under the command of the count D'Eftaing ; but from ad- 
verfc winds, did not pafs the ftraits of Gibraltar till the fifteenth of 
May. 

The Britifli miniftry, who were not unapprized of this equip- "^^JJT ^^ 
ment, got ready a fleet of an equal number of fhips, the command fets fail £W« 
of which was given to vice-admiral Byron. With this fleet the ad- under tIcc- 
miral left Portfmouth on the twentieth of May, and proceeding to ^^^^ ™ ^ 
Plymouth, finally fsdled from thence on the ninth of June, after 
fuch advices had been received as no longer left it doubtful that the 

VoL.IL £ Touloa 
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The eouiit 
D'Eftaing, 
miinng the 
Britifh anay 
in PhikdcU 
^hia, comes 
to an anchor 
off New 
York. 



The harbour 
of this place 
defended by a 
ftnall fleet 
under lord 
Howe. 



Toulon fquadron was bound to North America* Thefe advices were 
brought by captain Sutton of the Proferpine, who, from the ftraits 
of Gibraltar, had followed the French fleet for ninety leagues on its 
pafTage. The count D'Eftaing, thus pofTeffed of the advantage of 
being firft at fea, proceeded on his paflTage, and arrived on the coafl: 
of Virginia on the fifth of July, the fame day on which the Britifli 
army had embarked at Sandy Hook. He probably expeflied to 
have found that army in Philadelphia, and lord Howe's fleet in the 
Delaware : And had he found them in this fituation, it is . not eafy 
to determine what might have been the confequence of a joint ope- 
ration between him and general Wafhington. Some have thought 
that the fate of both the Britifh fleet and army would have been 
periloufly critical ; whilft others, lefs prone to defpondence, have 
maintained with much confidence, that nothing was to be appre- 
hended by either, fo long as their provifions lafl:ed ; of which they 
had a fufiicient ftock to enable them to hold out till the arrival of 
admiral Byron. 

The count D'Eftaing, difappointed in his firfl: objedt by the eva- 
cuation of Philadelphia, of which he received intelligence, whilft he 
lay off the mouth of the Chefapeak, coafted along the American 
fliore to the northward, and on the eleventh of July in the evei^i^ng 
came to an anchor off New York, with an apparent defign of at- 
tempting to enter the harbour. 

The nival force under lord Howe, although much inferior to the 
fleet under the count D'Eftaing, was neverthelefs refpedable j ther 
Ihips being well manned, and moft ably oflScered. It confifted of 
fix fhips of the line, and four of fifty guns, with a number of 
frigates and fmaller veflTels :. And, intelligence of the count D*Eftaing's 
approach having been received fome days before he came in fight, a 
mafterly difpofition of this force, for the defence of the harbour, had 
idready been made, under the immediate direi^ion of the admiral,, 

whofie. 
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"whofe exertions were moft nobly feconded by the univerfal ardour ^ HA P. 

which prevailed not only in the navy, army, and tranfport fervice, ^w— v — ^ 

1 77S 
but amongft all ranks and clafles of people at New York, who ran 

in crowds to offer their fcrvice as volunteers. A Britifh fleet blocked 
up in one of its own ports was fuch a pha^nomenon as filled them 
with indignation. 

For fome time after the count D'Eftaing came to an anchor the 
wind was unfavourable to the execution of his fuppofed intention ; 
but on the twenty-fecond of July it changed to the eaftvvard, and 
the French fleet were feen getting under way. The long-meditated 
attack, it was now fuppofed, was inftantly to be made ; and fo con- 
fident were all, that it would prove abortive in confequence of the 
preparations made for defence, that the critical moment which was 
to decide, not only the fate of the Britifh fleet, but of the army, was 
waited for with impatience. But the count D'Efl:aing, to their great The count 
difappointment, as foon as his fhips had weighed anchor, inflead of fctsfailtothc 
attempting to enter the harbour, made fail to the fouthward, and was ^^^*^*^ ' 
foon out of fight Whether he <:vcr ferioufly intended to make an 
attempt upon the harbour of New York, but, after reconnoitring 
its fituation, with the difpofitions made for defence, relinquifhed the 
defign as impradicable ; or whether his appearing before that har- 
bour was only a feint to draw the attention of the Britifh com- 
manders from the place where his attack was really intended; is un- 
certain : But after quitting New York, and flanding to the fouth- 
ward, as far as the mouth of the Delaware, he changed his courfe, ^V^ change 
and fleered diredfcly for Rhode Ifland, before which he arrived on and arrives at 
the twenty-ninth of July. Here at leafl it was foon obvious that he July 29th. 
meditated a real attack, in which general Sullivan, with a detach- 
ment from Wafhington's army, and a force colleded from the aeigh- 
Jjouring country of New England, was to co-operate. 
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1778. 
American 
preparations 
for an attempt 
on Rhode 
liland, 



fruAratod. 



NaraTopcra- 
tiont. 



Auguft. 



The expulfion of the Britilh troops from Rhode Ifland had been 
in the contemplation. of the provincials for feveral months paft. la 
the fpring of this year general Sullivan was fent to take the com- 
mand in its neighbourhood, and made preparations for invading it. 
To thefe preparations major-general fir Robert Pigott, who com- 
manded at Rhode Ifland, was not inattentive ; he readily perceived 
their objedt, and in order to retard them, projedted about the end of 
May two different enterprifes into Providence Plantation ; one con- 
duced by lieutenant-colonel Campbell of the twenty-fecond, and the 
other by major Eyre^ of the fifty-fourth regiment, both of which 
were fuccefsfully executed. In the firfl^ under lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell, feveral houfes at Briflol and Warren, filled with military 
and naval flores, fome gallies and armed floops^ and one hundred 
and twenty-five boats, many of them fifty feet long, which had 
been coUedled or built on the Hickamuft river, for the purpofe of 
the invafion, were burnt and deflroyed ; and eighteen pieces of 
ordnance, moft of them of heavy metal, were rendered unfervice- 
able. And in the lafl expedition under major Eyre, a large quan- 
tity of boards, plank, and other materials for fhip-building^ were 
burnt^ 

The lofTes fuftained by the provincials in thefe expeditions re- 
tarded their preparations fo much, that when the count D'Eflaing 
arrived off Rhode Ifland they were not in readinefs for co-operation j 
and for the prefent he contented himfelf with flationing two of his 
frigates in the Seaconnet Paflage on the eafl, and two of his line-of- 
battle fhips in the Narraganfet Paffage on the wefl fide of the ifland,. 
to interrupt the conimunications of the garrifon, whilft, with the 
remainder of his fleet, he anchored off Brenton's Ledge^ at the 
fouth-eafl end of the ifland, in a fituation open to thefea. In this po- 
fitioahe remained until the eighth of Auguft, when, every thing being. 

ia 



AMERICAN WAR. 29 

in readinefs on the part of the provincials, he entered the harbour CHAP, 
with his fleet, receiving and returning the fire frorti feveral batteries \^"^^'^mJ 
as he pafled them, and came to an anchor between Newport and 
Conanicut. Upon the firft appearance of the French fleet at Rhode 
Ifland, a difpatch-boat was fent to New York with intelligence of 
this ; and on the fixth of Auguft lord Howe, after being detained 
for four days by contrary winds, put to fea with the Britifh fleet, 
which was now increafed to eight line-of-battle (hips, five fhips of 
fifty guns, two of forty-four guns, and four frigates, with three 
fire-fhips, two bombs, and a number of fmaller veflTels. With this 
force his lordfhip appeared in fight of Rhode Ifland on the morning 
of the ninth of Auguft, and after having communicated^ with the 
garrifon, and informed himfelf exaftly of {he fituation of the French 
fleet, came to an anchor the fame evening oflf Point Judith, which 
forms the entrance on the fouth-weft fide into the great bay, or 
bafon of water which encompaflfes Rhode Ifland, and the other 
fmaller iflands adjacent. If any advantage could have been gained 
by finding the count D'Eftaing in a confined fituation, where his 
large ftiips could not adl with freedom, and where they were alfo 
liable to be annoyed by the batteries from the fliore, it was loft by 
the Britifh admiral's coming to an anchor fo far to the fouthward, 
and at fuch a diftance from the mouth of the harbour: For on the 
following morning, the wind having changed to the north-eaft, the 
French admiral embraced this opportunity of failing out of the har- 
bour, with all his fliips, and forming them in order of battle as they 
came out, bore down upon the Britifli fleet. The Britifli admiral, 
for the prefent, thought it prudent to decline an engagement, and 
ranging his fliips in order of battle, flood to the fouthward, in the 
hope that a fliift of wind might enable him to gain the weather- 
gage. Thus arranged, and thus relatively fituated, the two fleets 
continued in fight of each other for two days j when the Britifh 

admiral. 
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CHAP, admiral, defpairing of a change of wind, and having failed in 

v--^ ; his endeavours to gain the weather-gage, now w^aited, to lee- 

''^'^ ' ward, the approach of the enemy, with a determination to 
engage; but, about this time, the wind frefliening into a 
tremendous ftorm, not only parted the two fleets from each 
other, but feparated and difperfed the individual fhips of each 
fquadron. The Britifh admiral, in the Apollo frigate, to which 
fhip he had Ihifted his flag from the Eagle, that he might be 
the better enabled to direft the operations of his fleet when in pro- 
{pQOi of an engagement, on the day on which the florm began, now, 
when the weather cleared up, found himfelf left with only fix fhips ; 
and the Apollo having fuftained fo much damage in the ftorm as 
rendered it necefTary to fend her immediately into port, he again 
fhifted his flag to one of the other fhips, to endeavour to colled his 
fcattered fleet : But having in vain looked out for them for feveral 
days, he at length direiSled his courfe for Sandy Hook, which he 
reached on the feventeenth, and there found the reft of his fquadron 
already at anchor. In his pafTage thither, the Britifh admiral nar- 
rowly efcaped the French fleet, having come in fight of ten of their 
fhips, fome of them at anchor in the fea, about twenty-five leagues 
to the eaftward of Cape May. 

The feparation and difperfion of the two fleets gave occafion to 
the accidental meeting of fingle fhips, and produced engagements 
between them, which terminated fo much to the honour of Britifh 
valour and feamanfhip, as to excite deep regret, that, after the 
Britifh admiral had at laft determined to engage, the ftorm fhould 
have intervened to prevent the adtion. In the evening of the thir- 
teenth captain Dawfon, in the Renown, of fifty guns, fell in with 
the French admiral's fhip, the Languedoc, of eighty-four guns, dif- 
niafted; and notwithftanding her great fuperiority of force, refolutely 
bailed her with apparent advantage, until darknefs put an end to 

the 
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the engagement, which would have been renewed the following CHAP.. 

morning, had not the appearance of fix other fhips of the enemy s L v — — * 

fleet obliged the brave captain Dawfon to defift. The fame evenings ' 

a fimilar engagement happened between the Prefton of fifty guns, 
commanded by commodore Hotham, and the Tonant, a French fhip 
of eighty guns, with her main-maft only {landing, the reft being 
carried away in the ftorm. The event of this engagement was fimi- 
lar to that of the former : It was bravely begun and fuftained by 
commodore Hotham, till darknefs put an end to it in the evening,, 
and it could not be renewed in the morning, becaufe of the appear- 
ance of the reft of the French fleet. But the laft of the engage- 
ments, produced by this untoward occurrence, of fhips of difpro- 
portionate force, puts all naval calculation from weight of metal at 
utter defiance, and gives the palm to undaunted bravery and fuperior 
(kill and feamanfliip. In the afternoon of the fixteenth of Auguft 
the Ifis, a fhip alfo of fifty guns, commanded by captain Raynor,. 
fell in with the Caefar, a French fhip of feventy-four guns, not dif- 
mafled nor injured by the ftorm, but capable of chafing, and bravely 
engaged her for an hour and a half with fuch advantage, that at the 
end of this period the French fhip fheered off, and putting before the 
wind, left the Ifis incapable of purfuing from the damage which fhe 
had fuftained in her mafts, fails, and rigging. In other refpeds her 
damage was inconfiderable, and only one man was killed and fifteen, 
wounded : Whereas the French fhip had been fo roughly handled,, 
and fa much injured in her hull, that fhe was obliged to bear away 
for the harbour of Bofton to refit j and her killed and wounded 
amounted to fifty, including in the latter her captain, the celebrated 
Bougainville, whofe arm was fhot away in the adion. If we rea- 
fon by analogy, thefe fpirited adions, thus nobly fuftained againft: 
fhips of fuch fuperior force, can leave no room to doubt that, had 
the two fleeta come to adion on the day on which an engagement 

waa. 
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CHAP, ^as expected, the event would have proved highly honourable to 

u— V / the Britifli flag. Of the two fleets, the French appears to have fuf- 

^^^ ' fered the mofl: by the fl:orm, but both of them had fufl:ained confi- 
derable damage. The Britifh fhips which were difabled went into 
the harbour of New York to refit ; and the French admiral, after 
colle,ding his fhattered fquadron, bore away for the harbour of Boflon, 
in his paflage to which he again anchored off Rhode ifland, for the 
purpofe of communicating with the provincials, who had eflfefted a 
landing upon that ifland the day before he failed out of the harbour. 
On this fecond vifit to Rhode Ifland he remained only one day, 
when he fhaped his courfe for Bofton. 

As foon as lord Howe's fquadron, which was now further increafed 
by the arrival of the Monmouth, one of admiral Byron's fleet, was 
fufficiently refitted, he put to feawith it again, hoping, from the intel- 
ligence which he had received of the motions of the French fleet, that 
he might be able to reach the bay of Bofl:on before it j but in this 
hope he was difappointed. Upon his entering that bay, on the 
thirtieth of Auguft, he found the French fleet already in the har- 
bour, and fo well fecured by lying within certain points of land, on 
which batteries had been erefted to cover and command the an- 
chorage ground, that all attempts againft them, in this fituation, ap- 
peared imprafticable. Having advanced to the mouth of the har- 
bour, and reconnoitred their pofition, he determined to quit the 
bay of Bofl:on, and proceed to the relief of Rhode Ifland ; but that 
ifland being evacuated by the provincials before his arrival, and his 
afl5fl:ance in that quarter no longer being neceflary, he returned with 
September, the fleet to New York, towards the middle of September. During 
his abfence fix more (hips of admiral Byron's fquadron had arrived at 
that port ; and as, in confequence of thefe arrivals, the Britilh naval 
force in America was now unqueftionably fuperior to the fleet under 
the count D'Eftaing, and would be ftill farther increafed by the ar- 
rival 
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rival of admiral Byron, in the Princefs Royal, who was daily ex- CHAP. 



pefted from Halifax, his lordfhip thought this a proper moment for 

availing himfelf of the leave which he had fome time before obtained Lord Howe 

of retiring from the American ftation, on account of his health ; comman/of 

and, refigning the command of the fleet to admiral Gambler, took a^mfnOa^^ 

his departure for England. b»cr. 
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A particular Account of the Progrefs and IJfue of the American At^ 
tempt on Rhode I/land^ already generally mentioned. 



^XXIV ^* A ^ ^"^ attention hitherto has been occupied in detailing the 
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more momentous operations of the two fleets, and the in- 
vafion of Rhode Ifland by the provineials has only been inci- 
dentally mentioned, we fhall now briefly relate the progrefs and 
ifl!uc of that invafion, which would not have been undertaken but 
in the profpeft of a co-operation from the count D'Eftaing, 
and which was abandoned as foon as that profped was with- 
drawn. Previoufly to the arrival of the French fleet, Rhode Ifland 
was fuflSciently protedled againft an invafion from the provincials, by 
the garrifon which was placed in it, and by the frigates and other 
fmaller veflels of war which were fl:ationed round it for its fecurity : 
and foon after the arrival of the French fleet upon the American 
coaft, the garrifon was reinforced with five battalions under general 
Prefcot ; for it was forefeen that, if the French fleet fhould appear 
before it, the Britifh naval force ftationed there would be rendered 
ineflfedive, and the fecurity of the place muft, for a time at leaft, 
depend chiefly upon the ftrength of the garrifon. The event jufti- 
fied this precaution ; for as foon as the count D'Eflaing had detached 
two of his line-of-battle fliips into the Narraganfet PaflTage, and as 
many frigates into the Seaconnet PaflTage, the retreat of fuch of the 
Britifh fhips as were advanced beyond them was cut oflf: They 
1 could 
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could neither put to fea nor return to the harbour of Newport; and 
in order to prevent them from falling into the hands of the French, 
were difmantled and burnt *. Sir Robert Pigott, too, being threat* 
cned with a defcent in feveral quarters at the fame time, was obliged, 
notwithftanding his reinforcement, to withdraw his out-pofts, and 
concentrate his force in an intrenched camp in the neighbourhood 
of Newport. Thus all the north part of the ifland was neceflarily 
left unguarded ; and there the provincials, under general Sullivan^ 
fuppofed to amount to ten thoufand men, effeiSled a landing on the 
ninth of Auguft, the day after the count D'Eftaing had entered the 
harbour of Newport. They did not, however, make their appear- 
ance before the Britifh lines till the fourteenth, when, taking poffef- 
fion of Honeyman*8 Hill> they began to conftrudl batteries, form 
lines of communication > and make regular approaches, which were 
continued without intermiffion until the morning of the twenty-fixth. 
But the re-appearance of the French fleet, in its fhattered and dif- 
abled condition after the ftorm, and its final departure for the har- 
bour of Bofton to refit, threw a fatal damp upon the fpirits of the 
men who compofed general Sullivan's army. Great part of it con- 
fided of volimteera : And thefe, diflieartened by the departure of 
the French fleet, returned home in fuch numbers, three thoufand of 
them having gone oflT in the courfe of one day, that, according to 
the American accounts, the force which at lail remained did not 
greatly exceed that of the Britifh garrifon. General Sullivan's army 
being thus weakened by defertion, he faw the impoflU)ility of fuc- 

^ Briti/h Ships deilroyed at Rhode Ifland^ to prevent Viem from Ming into the Hands of 

the French:. 
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Juno 


33 guns, 


burnt- 


Cerberut^ 32 guns, 


burnt. 


Lark 


ditto 


ditto. 


Falcon 18 guni. 


funk. 


Orpheus 


ditto 


ditto. 


King s Fi(her 16 guni. 


burnt. 


Flora 


ditto 


funk. 
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^ Yvrv ^ ceeding, and took meafures for efFeding a retreat. Orders were dif- 
^ ^^^u patched to repair and ftrengthen the works in his rear, upon the north 
part of the ifland, and alfo at Briftol and Tiverton i; upon the conti- 
nent: Such parts of his heavieft baggage -s could be fp. red were 
fent off; and every previous preparation that was neceff:iry being 
made, he began his retreat in the night of the twenty-eighth of 
Auguft. By evacuating his works in the night, general Sullivan 
gained a march of feveral hours, unperceived by the Britifh army, 
and by polling his light troops on various eminences in his line of 
march, and leaving them behind him with orders to Ikirmifh with 
the Britifli troops as they advanced, and then retire, he was enabled 
to make good his retreat with the main body of his army, his ar- 
tillery and baggage, to a commanding fituation at the north end of 
the ifland : which, as we have feen, he had previoufly ftrengthened 
with fome additional works, for the pUrpofe of covering his retreat. 
Day-light in the morning of the twenty-ninth difcovered to fir 
Robert Pigott the retreat of the enemy ; and a purfuit being in- 
ftantly ordered, the whole day was fpent in fkirmifhes, in which the 
covering parties of the provincials were fucceflively driven from the 
different polls occupied by them, until they fell back upon the main 
body of their army, by this time encamped on the advantageous 
ground already mentioned. Thefe fkirmifhes were terminated by a 
iharp adion in front of the American encampment, obftinately 
maintained for half an hour, at the end of which the troops engaged 
on both fides were withdrawn. The lofs of the provincials in 
killed, wounded, and miffing, during the various engagements of 
this day, amounted to two hundred and eleven men, including 
officers ; and fo obftinately did they difpute the ground with their 
purfuers, that the lofs of the Britifh troops was not much inferior. 
The latter were now, in their turn, become the affailants, and during 
the following day preparations were made for attacking the provin- 
5 dais 
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cials in their encampment ; but, in the evening of that day, general 
Sullivan, after having purpofely exhibited every appearance of an 
intention to maintain his ground, filently ftruck his tents as foon as 
it was dark, and withdrew his troops unperceived ; which, with the 
help of the numerous boats that attended upon him, were, in a few 
hours, tranfported acrofs the channel to the continent. His artillery 
and baggage had been pafled over during the preceding day. 

Fortunately for the provincials, fir Henry Clinton, who was 
haftening with four thoufand men to the relief of Rhode Ifland, was 
detained for fome days by contrary winds in his paflage through the 
Sound, otherwife the retreat of general Sullivan and his army would 
in all probability have been cut off. Even after all the delays which 
occurred, fir Henry Clinton arrived at Rhode Ifland the day after it 
was evacuated. 
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Difcontents and Clamours in the American StateS'^^Riots between the 
American and French Seamen at Bojlon — and at Cbarlejiowny 
South Carolina — Expedition to Buzzard^ s Bay — Expeditions againfi 
Uttle Egg Harbour^ a noted Rendezvous for Privateers — Thet 
Weather this Summer uncommonly boijlerous in the Atlantic Ocean^-^ 
Dijperjion and Fate of the Fleet under Admiral Byron — The Ad^ 
miral Jlruggles in vain againji adverfe Fortune^-^Tbe Count 
D'Eftaingfetsfail to the Wejl Indies. 
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'T^HE total failure of the expedition againft Rhode Ifland occa-^ 
fioned great murmuring throughout the American continent^ 
particularly amongft the inhabitants of the northern ftates, who were 
moft interefted, and had in a more efpecial manner exerted themfelves. 
to promote its fuccefs» In thefe dates the clamours of the people 
were loud againft the count D'Eftaing, for deferting them in the midft 
of an expedition which he knew was undertaken only in confequence 
of his promife of co-operation. Thefe murmurings the governing; a 
powers prudently endeavoured to fupprefs, that they might not give 
offence to their new allies j but they were neverthelefs, in part^ the 
caufe of a dangerous riot that happened at Bofton,. between the 
American and French feamen ; in which feveral of the latter were 
feverely wounded. Nearly about the fame time, too, a fimilar riot 
happened at Charleftown, in South Carolina, between the fame 
clafles of people^ but more fatal in the effects, as fome lives on both 

fidei 
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fides were loft. Indeed, the manners of the people were yet fo C H A P; 
little affimilated, that a cordial agreement could fcarcely be expeded. v— ^^— \,; 
At both thofe places, however, means were fallen upon to appeafe '" ' 
the tumults, and great pains were taken to give fatisfadlion to the 
French, whom, at this early ftage of the connexion, it would have 
been highly imprudent to difguft. 

Sir Henry Clinton, having been difappointed in cutting off the 
retreat of the provincials from Rhode Ifland, returned with the fleet 
of tranfports towards New York, as far as New London ; at which 
place he propofed making a defcent, for the purpofe of deftroying 
a number of privateers, which, rendezvoufing at this port, greatly 
infefted that part of the trade to New York which paffed through the 
Sound. But as he approached the mouth of the river which, .pafling 
by New London, empties itfelf into the Sound, the wind became 
unfavourable, and prevented the fleet from entering : And as the 
appearance of the weather indicated a continuance of the fame un- 
favourable wind, the commander in chief here left the fleet, and 
continued his paffage to New York, having firft given orders to 
major-general, now fir Charles Grey, upon whom the command of 
the troops on board the tranfports now devolved, to proceed to the 
eaftward upon a fimilar expedition in Buzzard's Bay, 

The objefl; of this expedition was to deftroy the privateers upon E«ieditio!i 
the Acufhnet river in Plymouth county in New England, together Grey toBu©^ 
with a number of prizes which they had lately taken ; and never was * ' ^^' 
a fervice more effeftually performed. The fleet of tranfports hav- 
ing proceeded to the eaftward vnih a fair wind, landed the troops on 
the banks of the Acuflinet river at fix in the evening of the fifth of 
September. And fuch was the rapidity of the execution, that by 
noon of the next day they were all re-embarked, having, in the 
mean time, burnt and deftroyed all the fliips in the whole extent of the 
river, amounting to more than fevcnty faiU They aUbburat at Bedford 

and 
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^ XXV ^* ^^^ Fairhaven, the one of thefe towns fituated on the weft, and 
the other on the eaft fide of the river, a number of ftorehoufes 
filled with provifions, merchandife, naval and warlike ftores, and 
the cargoes of the prize-fhips, with feveral wharfs, and two large 
rope-walks. They alfo difmantled and burnt, on the eaft fide of the 
river, an inclofed fort mounting eleven pieces of heavy cannon, with 
a magazine, and barracks for two hundred men*: Thisfervice being 
performed with the lofs of only one man killed, four wounded, 
ind fixteen mifling, in exchange for whom fixteen perfons were 
brought from Bedford. The troops being re-embarked, the fleet 
proceeded to the iftand called Martha's Vineyard, where they alfo 
took or burnt feveral veflels, deftroyed a falt-work, and obliged the 
inhabitants to deliver up their arms, and furnifh a contribution of ten 
thoufand flieep, and three hundred oxen ; and with this feafonable 
fupply of provifions the fleet returned to New York f • 

Another 

♦ Vcffds^ Storci, ice, dcftroytd on Acuftinet Rircr^ the 5th of September 1778, by the 
Troops under Major General Grey. 

t fail of large ihips, from 200 to 300 tons burden,t niofl of them prizes. 

6 armed yeifelsy from 10 to 16 guns. 

A number of Hoops and fchooners, amounting in all to 70, befides whale-boats and others. 

26 ftore-hoUfes at Bedford, and feveral at M'Pherfon's Wharf; Cran's Mills, and Fain^ 
haTen, filled with rum, fugar, melafTesj coffeej^^ tobacco^ cotton, tcai medicines, gunpowdext 
&il-cloth, cordage, &c. 

Two large rope walks. 

12 pieces of ordnance deftroyed at the fort, the magazine blown up, and the platform and 
barracks for 200 men burnt. 

f Veffcb, Stores, &c. taken or deftroyed by the Troops under Major GeneratGrey, at Falmouth^ 
in the Vineyard Sound, and at the liland of Martha's Vineyard.. 

At Falmou^, 2 (loops and a fchooner taken, and one floop burnt. 

At Martha's Vineyard, one brig of 150 tons, and one fchooner of 70 tons burden^ bursty 
\juA &mr other YcfFels with 23 whale-boats, taken or deftroyed. 
4^ fiJl-work deftroyed, and a confidentble quantity of (alt takeot. 

^SSftandt 
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Another expedition was foon afterwards planned againft Little Egg ^ HA P. 
Harbour, oh the eaft coaft of New Jerfey, which was alfo a noted \^ -y— -/ 
rendezvous for privateers. The vicinity of this, otherwife infigni*- Expeditions 
ficant, little port, to that tradt of the fea through which veffels ^"^i^l^ 
ufually pafs either in entering or coming from the harbour of New ^^^T' * "^*^^ 
York to the fouthward, rendered it a moft convenient fituation for forprivatccrs* 
annoying the trade of that place ; and on that account the expedi- 
tion againft it became an objedl of fome confideration. To favour 
the fuccefs of this, as well as to procure forage, and open the coun- 
try on both fides of the North River, for the admiffion of provi- 
fions, the army was put in motion. The firft divifion, under lord 
Cornwallis, advancing on the weft fide of the North River into the 
country of New Jerfey, took a pofition between that river and New- 
Bridge, on the Hackinfack, the right of this divifion extending to 
the North River, and the left to the Hackinfack ; whilft general 
Knyphaufen, with the other divifion of the army, took a parallel 
pofition on the eaft fide of th^ North River, his left reaching to that 
river at Wepperham, and his right to the Brunx. From the rela- 
tive fituations of the two divifions feparated from each other only 
by the North River, the whole, by means of the flat-bottomed 
boats, could have been aflembled on either fide of the river in lefs 
than twenty-four hours ; whereas general Wafhington, from not 
having the command of that river, could not have aflembled his 
troops in lefs than ten days. Senfible of thefe difadvantages, and 
probably forefeeing that this advanced pofition of the Britifh army 
was only a temporary movement, he did not attempt to- draw his 

388 (land of arma taken, with bayonets, pouches, ilintB, fome gunpowder, and a quantity 
of lead. 

300 oxen, and 10,000 ftieep. 

xoooL flcrling in paper, the amount of a tax coUeAed in Martha's Vineyard by the au* 
thonty of the congrefs, was recciTed of the coUeftor. 
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troops together, but fent forward detachments to interrupt and con- 
fine as much as poflible the operations of the Britifh foragers. One 
of thefe detachments was in front of lord Cornwallis^s divifion, and 
occupied the villages of Old and New Taapan ; a regiment of light- 
horfe, commanded by lieutenant-colonel Baylor, being quartered at 
the firft of thefe places, and a body of militia at the othen Intel- 
ligence of their pofition having been received, a plan was laid by 
lord Cornwallis for cutting them off. Lieutenant-colonel Campb^l, 
with the feventy-firft regiment, and the queen's rangers from gene- 
ral Knyphaufen's divifion, was to pafs the North River, and attack 
the provincials at New Taapan, whilft another column from lord 
Cornwallis's divifion, led by major-general Grey, fliould advance on 
the left, and attack thofe at Old Taapan. By fome delay which oc- 
curred in tranfporting lieutenant-colonel Campbell's column acrofs 
the North River, the boats not having arrived in time, and by the 
intelligence carried to the enemy by fome deferters from this co- 
lumn, the provincials at New Taapan were alarmed in time to make 
their efcape. But the village of Old Taapan was fo completely fur- 
rounded in the night by the left column, under major-general Grey^ 
whofe prompt execution and unrivalled fuccefs in enterprifes of this 
nature had been the terror of the provincials ever fince the fur- 
prife of general Wayne, that very few of the regiment which was 

r quartered in it were able to make their efcape. The greateft part 
either fell viftims to the carnage incident to the confufion and un- 
certainty of a nightly attack j or were fortunate to be made pri- 
foners j afld amongft the latter was their commander, dangeroufly 
wounded,. The regiment was entirely ruined j and the fuddennefs 

. and feverity of this nightly enterprife ftruck fuch terror into the 
provincials that the Britifh foragers were not afterwards interrupted. 

In the mean time^ the fquadron deftined for Little Egg Harbour,, 
failed from New York under the diredlion of captain Collins of the 

4. Zshreu. 
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Zebra. This little fquadron confifted of the Zebra, Vigilant, Nau- chap. 
tilus, fome gallies, fmall armed veffels, and tranfports. On board y^ -. ^ 
the tranfports were embarked three hundred troops from the fifth ^'^ 
regiment, and the New Jerfey volunteers, the whole under the com- 
mand of captain Patrick Fergufon, of the feventieth regiment, an 
adive, zealous, and able oflScer, who, in this expedition, was en- 
trufted with the condufl: of the land fervice. Although this fqua- 
dron left New York on the thirtieth of September, it did not arrive 
oflf Little Egg Harbour till the fifth of Odtober in the evening, on 
account of contrary winds ; and in the mean time the country had 
been alarmed by receiving intelligence of the place of its deftination ; 
which gave an opportunity to four privateers to put to fea and make 
their efcape, whilft the other veffels were carried up the river, as far 
as their draught of water would permit. As the commanders of 
this expedition learnt on their arrival at Little Egg Harbour that the 
country had been already alarmed, they determined to lofe no farther 
time in carrying it into execution. On the~ morning of the fixth, 
the wind ftill preventing the tranfports from entering the harbour, 
the troops were embarked on board the fmaller veffels, which, with 
the row-gallies, proceeded about twenty miles up the river to a place 
called Chefnut Neck, where were feveral veffels, and a fmall village 
with ftore-houfes, for the reception of prize-goods. Here the pro- 
vincials had erefted two batteries j one level with the water, and the 
other upon a commanding eminence; but neither of them yet 
mounted with artillery. Behind thefe batteries, and a breaft-work 
which they had alfo thrown up, they at firft made a formidable 
fhew of refiftance ; but as foon as the troops were landed under 
cover of the row-gallies, fled. The batteries, with the houfes and 
ftores, were immediately demoliflied by the troops, whilft the fea- 
men fet on fire and burnt ten large prize (hips, which in confequence 
of the previous alarm had been ikuttled by the provincials, and 
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could not be brought off. It had been propofed to penetrate by the 
fame river as far as a place called the Forks> the grand depot for 
prize-goods, within thirty-five miles of Philadelphia; but informa- 
tion was now received that the militia in that part of the country 
were reinforced by a detachment of foot, a fmall train of artillery^ 
and a corps of light-horfe ; and as, from the fliallownefs of the na- 
vigation, the troops could not be farther accompanied by the row-gal- 
lies, it was determined to abandon this part of the enterprife as im- 
pradlicable. The troops were accordingly re-embarked, and proceeded 
down the river. In their paffage they were twice landed, and de- 
ftroyed three falt-works, and fome houfes and ftores belonging to 
perfons either concerned in fitting out privateers, or whofe adivity in 
the caufe of America, and unrelenting perfecution of the loyalifts, 
marked them out as proper objei^s of vengeance. After the gallies 
and fmaller veflels had joined the fquadron in the harbour, they 
were prevented from putting to fea for fome days by contrary winds; 
and during this interval an officer and fome privates, deferters from 
Pulaiki's American legion, having come on board, gave fuch an ac- 
count of the pofition of that corps, lying only at the diftance of 
twelve miles up the river, as fuggefted to the adive and enterprifing 
mind of captain Fergufon the probability of furprifing it. Pulafki's 
corps, confifting of three companies of foot, three troops of horfe, 
and a detachment of artillery, with one brafs field-piece, was quar- 
tered about a mile beyond a bridge, which captain Fergufon pro- 
pofed to feize, for the purpofe of fecuring his retreat : And two 
miles beyond Pula{ki'$ corps, lay a provincial colonel with a detach- 
ment of artillery, fome field-pieces, and the militia of the country. 
Captain Fergufon having minutely informed himfelf of their fitua- 
tion, communicated his ideas to captain Collins ; and it was agreed 
that the attempt fhould be made. At eleven at night> two hundred 
«ad fifty troops were embarked in the boats, whicb| rowing ten miles 

up 
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up the river, landed them at four in the morning. The bridge being 
immediately fecured, and left under the guard of fifty men, the reft 
of the detachment'pufhed forward, and furrounding the quarters of 
Pulafki^s infantry, cut them to pieces. Very few efcaped, and only 
five were made prifoners. The Americans themfelves numbered fifty 
that were flain, and amongft thefe three oflScers ; one of whom was 
of rank ; the baron de Bofe, a lieutenant-coloneL As this furprife 
was efFedled within two miles of a force fuperior in number to the 
aflailants, not only celerity of execution^ but an immediate retreat, 
became neceflary, which, in confequence of the bridge having been 
previoufly fecured, was made with eafe and fafety. The troops were 
re-embarked without any other lofs than two men miffing, and one 
officer and two privates wounded; and as foon as the wind proved 
favourable the fquadron returned to New York. 

The furprife of Baylors dragoons at Old Taapan, and that of 
Pulafki's legion near Little Egg Harbour, both of which happened 
nearly about the fame time, gave frefh occafion to the Americans to 
pour forth much virulent inventive againft the cruelty of the Britifh 
troops. But whilft we admit the feverity of the execution on both 
thefe \)ccafions, candour requires us to add, that as both thofe attacks 
were made by furprife, and both in the night, and as the fuccefs of 
a furprife depends in a great meafure upon celerity of execution,, it 
is impoffible, under fuch circumftances, for a commander, however 
humane, to prevent carnage. In the laft of thefe enterprifes, it is 
alfo to be remarked, that captain Fergufon's foldiers were highly 
irritated by intelligence immediately before received from the de- 
ferters, that count Pulafki had given it out in public orders to his 
legion, no longer to grant quarter to the Britilh troops. This in- 
telligence afterwards appeared to be falfe ; but in the mean time 
captain Fergufon's foldiers afted under the impreffion that it was 
true ; and to his honour it is to be related, that although he did not 
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• fcreen the guilty, he was careful to fpare the innocent. The dwell- 
ing of a perfecuting committee-man he razed to the ground, but 
faved from the flames the houfe of a peaceable, inoffenfive Quaker, 
although it contained part of the baggage and equipage of Pulafki's 
legion, which it was an obje£t to deflroy, and which he had not 
time to deftroy in any other way than by fetting fire to the houfe j 
but the houfe, belonging to a peaceable man, was faved, and with it 
the baggage. 

Before the fquadron from Little Egg Harbour returned to New 
York, the Britifh army was withdrawn from its forward pofition ; 
and in this quarter nothing material was undertaken or atchieved on 
either fide during the remainder of the feafon. 

The weather, throughout the whole of this fummer, appears to 
have been uncommonly boifterous in the Atlantic ocean. From this 
caufe admiral Byron's fleet, which failed from England on the ninth 
of June, to counterad: the defigns of count D'Eftaing on the Ame- 
rican coaft, was not only delayed in its paflfage, but was at length, on 
the third of July, difperfed and feparated by a ftorm. Some of the 
fhips arrived fingly at New York, in the manner we have already 
feen ; and fix of them, under admiral Parker, having been fortunate 
enough to keep together, reached that port on the twenty-ninth of 
Auguft. But admiral Byron himfelf, in the Princefs Royal, which 
fhip was at laft left alone, after having made good his paffage within 
thirty leagues of Sandy Hook, came in fight of twelve fliips, on the 
eighteenth of Auguft, about ten miles to leeward of him, which, 
from their fignals, he at length difcovered to be the French fleet j 
and as thefe ftiips from their fituation equally obftru<3:ed his courfe to 
New York or to Rhode Ifland, he was obliged, by a neceffity of re- 
fitting, to bear away for Halifax ; where he arrived on the twenty- 
fixth of that month, and found the Culloden, another of his fleet, 
already in the harbour. Both thefe flihips being refitted with the 
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utmoft difpatch, he failed again on the fourth of September, and C HA p. 

arrived at New York about the middle of that month. The fhips of v-— v ^ 

his fquadron which anrived there before him were fo {battered and 
torn to pieces in the different ftorms they had encountered, that with 
all the difpatch that could be ufed they were not in readinefs to pro- 
ceed to fea till the eighteenth of October. On that day the admiral The admiral 
failed again in queft of the count D'Eftaing, but his ill fortune ftill vaTrffgSnii 
continued to perfecute him. Scarcely had he reached the bay of 
Bofton, when, on the firft of November, another tremendous ftorm 
arofe, drove his {hips out to fea, and fo difabled them that he was 
obliged to return to Rhode Ifland to refit, and leave the bay of Bofton 
unguarded. The count D'Eftaing,, whofe fhips were by this time D»Eft^ng 
completely refitted, embraced the favourable opportunity of putting ^vcft^Lies^ 
to fea, which the departure of the Britifh fleet had given him ; and 
leaving the harbour of Bofton on the third of November directed 
his courfe to the Weft-Indies. 



agaii 
advcrfc for- 
tune. 
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Expedition 
to the Weft 
Indies under 
the command 
of general 
Grant. 



The Britifh 
commilHon- 
crs return to 
England. 



nPHE feafon for aftive operation between the two grand armies 
being now over, and no greater force being neceflary to be 
kept at New York, during the winter, than would be fuflSicient for 
the defence of the different polls occupied by the Britiih troops ; as 
foon as admiral Byron had failed from thence for the bay of Bofton, 
a detachment of five thoufand troops was put under orders for em- 
barkation, to proceed to the Weft Indies, under the command of 
general Grant. This force failed from Sandy Hook on the third of 
November. The tranfports were efcorted by a fquadron of fix fliips 
of war, imder the command of commodore Hotham. Towards th« 
end of the fame month another embarkation took place, the objeft 
of which was the redudion of the province of Georgia. The troops 
fent on this fervice were commanded by lieutenant-colonel Camp- 
bell, of the feventy-firft regiment, and the naval force by commo- 
dore Hyde Parker, 

About the time of the laft of thefe embarkations the Britifh com- 
miffioners took a final leave of America, and failed for England. 
We fhall here, therefore, interrupt the thread of hoftile- detail, for 
the fake of giving a fummary account of their proceedings fubfe- 
quent to the anfwer of congrefe to their firft application. In that 
5 anfwer. 
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anfwef, the congrcfs, as a preliminary to all negotiatioQ, had re- ^ ?vvt ^* 
quired either an explicit ackaowledgment of the independence of u— y— .^ 
America, or elfe that the Britiflx fleets and armies fhould be with- 
drawn : And even then they confined the extent of the negotiation 
to fuch an agreement as fliould not be inconfiftent with treaties already RcyJcw of 
fubfifting between them and foreign powers. Although the Britifh cccding^ 
commiflioners, after receiving this anfwer, rauft have been convinced 
that all farther attempts at negotiation with the congrefs muft be 
fruitlefs, they neverthelefs thought it neceffary to reply, that it might 
clearly appear to the world not to be owing to any backwardnefs in 
them, if the negotiation fhould not fucceed. In this reply, dated at 
New York the eleventh of July, they reje^ed the laft of the two alter- 
native preliminaries, which regarded the withdrawing of the Britifh 
fleets and armies, as entirely inadmifTible ; not only for the fake of 
guarding againfl the defigns of the natural enemy of Great Britaiui 
but for the fafety of thofe who, in America, had taken an aflive 
pvt in favour of the mother-country : And, with refjpedl to the firft 
of the alternatives, they declared, that if the congrefs, by the inde- 
pendence of America, meant no more than the entire privilege of the 
people of that continent to difpofe of their own property and to go- 
vern themfelves without any reference to Great Britain beyond what 
is neceffary to preferve an union of force for the fafety of the whole 
empire, fuch an independence had been already acknowledged in 
the firfl letter from the commiffioners. They alfo reminded the 
congrefs that they had furnifhed that aflembly with a copy of the 
powers under which they a£ted, and as a reciprocal mark of confi- 
dence they expedied that the congrefs would make known to them 
the powers with which they were entrufted by their conflituents to 
contract alliances with foreign powers ; and, as thefe alliances were 
to have an influence on the negotiation, fo they alfo expeded copies 
of the treaties on which they were founded. But the congrefs took 
no fufther notice of this, fecond letter of the commiffioners, than 
^.VoL. IL H barely 
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^ xWr ^' barely to enter a rfefolution upon their journals, importing that no 
anfwer fhould be given to it ; as neither of the preliminary condi-^ 
tions Upon which alone a negotiation could commence, had been yet 
complied with. 

General Burgoyne's army being ftill retained in captivity, in dire<a 
violation of the convention under which it had furrendered, a re^ 
monftrance on this fubjefl:, bearing date the feventh of Auguft, was the 
next paper addrefled to the congrefs by the Britifh commiflioners. 
In this remonftrance they complained with fome feverity of the de- 
tention of thofe troops, demanded a free entrance for tranfports inta 
the harbour of Bofton to tranfport them to Great Britdn, according to 
the terms of the convention ; and^to remove every poflible diflSiculty, 
offered to renew and ratify on the part of Great Britain every article 
of that convention, more efpecially the article by which the troops 
were bound not to ferve againft America during the war ; and to thia 
reprefentation they demanded a fpeedy, direft, and explicit anfwer* 
But the congrefs, inftead of returning a diredk anfwer, tranfmitted to 
them a remonftrance on the conduct of governor Johnftone, one of 
the commiflioners, in which he was charged with attempting to bribe 
and corrupt fome of their members : And this remonftrance was ac-- 
companied with a declaration that it was incompatible with the ho-^ 
nour of congrefs to hold any farther communication or intercourfe 
with governor Johnftone, more efpecially upon affairs in which the 
caufe of liberty and virtue was interefted. 

This charge was founded on letters written by governor Johnftone 
to individual members of congrefs *, with fome of whom he was* 

per- 

* In confequeoce of an order of congrefs, that all letters received by members of that body, 
or their agents, from any fubjed of the king of Great Britain, of ^ public nature, fhould be 
laid before them, the foIbwiDg letters were laid on the table from governor Johnftone : 

To Francis Daka, Efy. (Private) 
<< DsAR Sir, 

«€ J J giy^ g^ gf^^ pleaforc to find your name among the lift of congrefs, becaufe I anki 

per- 
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perfonally acquainted, and' for others had received letters of intro- CHAP, 



dudioQ from their friends in England. Governor Johnftone had not 

only 

pcrfuaded, from perfonal knowledge of me» and my family and connexions^ you can entertain no 
jealoufy that I would engage in the execution of any commiffion that was inamicable to the 
rights and privileges of America, or tlie general liberties of mankind ; while* on the other 
hand, your charader muft be fo weD known, that no man will fufpeft you will yield any point 
that is contrary to the real intereft of your country ; and therefore it will be prefumed we will 
lofe no opportunity, from falfe punAiUo, of meeting to difcufs our differences £urly, and thatf 
if we do agree, it will be on the mod liberal, and therefore the mod lafting terms of unioiL 
There arc three fads I wi(h to affure you of. Firft, That Dr. FranUin, on the 28th of March 
lad, in difcuiling the fevend articles we wiih to make the bafis of our treaty, was perfe&ly 
fatisfied they were beneficial to North America, and fuch as fhe (hould. accept* Second, That 
this treaty with France was not the firft treaty that France had txaSed^ and with which Mr. 
Simeon Deane had put to fea, but granted and acceded to after the fentiments of the people 
of Great Britain had fully changed, after the friends to America had gained their points fpr 
reconciliation, and folely with a view to difappoint the good effefts of our endeavours. You 
will be pleafed to hear the pamphlet wrote by Mr. Pulteney was a great means of opening the 
minds of the people of England to the real ftate of the queftion between us, and that it haa 
run through thirteen editions. The third fa& is. That Spain, unafked, had fent a formal 
meffage, difapproving of the condud of France. All thefe I will engage to prove to your fk« 
tisfaftion. I beg to recommend to your perfonal civilities, my friend, Dr. Fergufon. He 
is a man of the greatefl genius and virtue, and has always been a fieady friend to America* 
Private. ....... 

<< If you follow the example of Britain in the hour of her privilege, infolence, and mad« 
nefs, and refufe to hear us, I fiiU expeft, fince I am here, to have the privilege of coming 
among you, and feeing the country, as there are many men, whode virtues I admire above 
Greek and Roman names, that I fhould be glad to teU my children about. 

<' I am, with efteem and affeftion, dear Sir, 

" Your firiend and fcrvantp 
PbiladdpUa, June 10, 1778. ** GEO. JOHNSTONE,'* 

To General Joseph Reed. 
« Sir, 

** YouE near and worthy relation, Mr. Dennis de Berdt, has made me happy by fevouring 

me with a letter to you. I have been informed by general Robcrtfon of your great wortii 

and confequencc in the unhappy difputes that have fubfifted between Great Britain and 

Ha her 



1778. 



1778. 



S2 HISTORY Of THE 

C ^j^ ^' only been an uniform but a ftrenuous advocate in the Britifli par- 
. liament for the rights originally claimed by the Americans ; and 

therc- 

her defcendants. Your pen and your fword have both been ufcd with glory and advantage 
in vindicating the nghts of mankind, and of that community of which you was a part. 
Such a condudy as the firft and fuperior of all human duties, muft ever command my warmeft 
friendfliip and veneration. 

** In the midft of thofe affefUng fcenes, my feeble voice has not been vsranting to ftop the 
evils in their progr^fi, and to remove, on a large and liberal footing, the caufc of all jealoufy ; — 
that every fubjedi of the empire might Kve equally free and fecure in the enjoyment of the 
blcffings of life ; — not one part dependant on the will of another with oppofite inter efts, but a 
general union on terms of perfe6l fecurity and mutual advantage. 

" During the conteft, I am free to confefs, my wifhes have ever been, that America might 
fi> (ar prevail as to oblige this country to fee their error, and to refted and reafon fairly in 
the cafe of others, heirs to the fame privileges with themfelves. It has pleafed God in hi» 
juftice fo to difpofe of events^ that this kingdom is at length convinced of her folly and her 
faults, A commiffion under parliamentary authority is now iffued for fettling in a manner con- 
fident with that union of force on which the fafety of both parties depends, all the differences 
that have or can fubfift between Great Britain and America, fhort of a total feparation of in- 
terefts. In this commiffion I am an unworthy affociate. Though no man can feel the defire 
of cementing in peace and friendfhip every member of what was called the Biitifii empire, 
ftronger than myfelf ; yet I am fenfible that it might have fallen to the lot of many perfona 
better qualified to attain the end propofed. All I can claim is ardent zeal and upright in- 
tentions I and when I refled that this negotiation muft depend much more upon perfe6k in- 
tegrity than refinement of underftanding, where a fenfible, magnanimous people will fee their 
own intereft, and carefully guard their honour in every tranfadion, I am more inclined 
tQ hope, from the good-will I have always borne them, I am not altogether unqualified for the 
tafk. 

** If it be (as I hope it is) the difpofition of good men in the provinces to prefer freedbm, 
in conjimdtion with Great Britain, to an union with the ancient enemy of both ; if it is their 
generous inclination to forget recent injuriesi and recall to their remembrances former benefits, 
I am in hopes we may yet be great and happy. I am fure the people in America will find ia 
my brother-commiffioners, and myfelf, a fair and cheerful concurrence in adjufting every point 
to their utmoft wifh, not inconfiftenti as I faid befbrci with a beneficial union of intereftsi which 
is the objeft of our conuniffion. 

** Nodiing could' furpafs the glory yon have acquired In arms, except the generous mag- 
nammity of meeting on the terms of juftice and equality, after demonftrating to the world 
tjiat tbc tnk of forpe could haye no juft influence io.tbat dedfion*. 

«« The 
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therefore, probably, thought himfelf entitled to take greater liberties ^ HA P, 



with thofe whofe caufe he had fo powerfully fupported, than the 

** The man who can be inftrumental in bringing us all to a6i once more in harmony, and 
unite together the various powers which this conteft has drawn forth, will deferve more from* 
the king and people, from patribtifm, humanity, friendHiip, and all the tender ties that are 
affe6ied by the quarrel and reconciliation, than ever was yet beftowed on human kind. 

*^ This letter from Mr» deBerdt I ihall confider as an introdu£lion to you, which line of. com- 
munication I (hall endeavour by every means to improve, Ly public demonftrations of refpe^k, or. 
private fKend(hi{>, as your anfwer may enable me. 

" I am, with great refpeft, Sir^. 

** Your moft obedient, and mod humble fervant,. 
LanJant jfyrtl 1 1, 1 778. " GEO. JOHNSTONE." 

To Robert Morrii^ E/q. (Private.) 

<* Dbar Sir* PbiladelpVta^ June 16, 1778, 

" I CAME to this country in a flhcere belief that a reconciliation between Great Britain and. 
America could be eftabliHied on terms honourable and beneficial to both. I am perfuadedf 
and can prove, that the laft treaty with* France fliould. be no bar, and the firft treaty,, if ever 
you (aw it, (hould be an inducement. 

** Suppofing every obflacle to prevent us from treating removed, we arc then to confider. 
whether the terms propoftd are advantageous. Pinclofe you my fentiments on the-fubjeft at 
large ; if they concur with yours, we (hall join in the work with all the. prudence, and all 
the means poflible and virtuous. I belieipe the menwho have conduced the afiairs of America 
incapable of being influenced by improper motives. But in all fuch tranfadions there is ri(ky 
and I think that whoever ventures (hould'be fecured, at the fame time that honour and •emolu- 
ment (hould naturaUy follow the fortune of thofe who have (leered the vefTel ia the (lorm, and 
brought her fafely to port. I think that Wa(hington and the prefideot have a right to every 
favour that grateful nations can beftow, if they could once more unite aur interefts, and fpare 
the miferies and dfcvaftations of war. I wifli above all things to fee you, and hope you will fo 
contrive it. Do not think Great Briuin is. fo low ; remember (he never can be lower than, 
you were at Trenton. It i» the fame blunderers who produced the. war who have conduced , 
It. When the fenfe of the nation is roufed, believe me (he can make • ftruggles that few 
have conceived, but which I (hould be forry to fee exerted on fuch an occafion. 

** Whatever may be our fate, I (hall. ever retab the ftriftcft private friend(hip for you and. 
yours ; but let me entreat you to recall all thofe endearing tiei to your recoUedUon. 

'* I ami with affefUon and efteem, dear Sir, 

<* Your obedient fervant, 

«« GEO. JOHNSTONE.'* 

OtheTt 
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^ ^vi ^* ^^^^^ commiffioners ; and being alfo fully of opinion that the pri- 
^ -»>— "^ vileges now offered to the colonies, which were abundantly fiifficient 
for fecuring their liberty, peace, and permanent happinefs, and 
more extenfive than thofe originally claimed by themfelves, ought 
to be thankfully accepted, perhaps he was, for that reafon, lefs fcru- 
pulous about the means of inducing acceptance* 

Although, in the extrafts of the letters which were publiflied on 
this occafion by the congrefs, there was nothing which amounted to 
the direct offer of a bribe, yet it cannot be denied that general ex- 
peftations were held out both of honours and rewards, as naturally 
appertaining to thofe who fliould be inftrumental in cementing the 
disjointed parts of the empire, and putting an end to the horrors 
and devaftations of war. If we fuppofe the members of congrefs, 
to whom thefe letters were addreffed, to have been aduated by the 
pure principles of virtue, patriotifm, and love of their country, fuch 
letters, which held out felfifti confiderations as motives to influence 
their conduft in a public concern of fuch magnitude, muft necefla- 
rily have been offenflve ; and it was probably owing to fome of-, 
fended feeling of this fort that governor Johnftonc's private cor- 
refpondence was at firft difclofed, and afterwards became the fub- 
jefl: of public reprehenfion. Upon the receipt of this complaint 
and declaration, governor Johnftone immediately withdrew from the 
commiflion, and in the public ad executed by him on this occafion 
to tcftify his refolution, which was tranfmitted to the congrefs and 
bore date the twenty-fixth of Auguft, he feverely recriminated on 
that affembly, and indiredlly charged them with laying hold of this 
pretence to avoid returning an anfwer to the requifition of the com- 
miffioners on the fubjeft of general Burgoyne's army ; in the fame 
manner as on a former occafion they had paflcd refolutions about 
the cartouch-boxes of that army, to afford a fceming juftification 
for breaking through the convention by which it had furrendered. 

And 
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And as he had accepted the office of a commiffioner only from the ^ 't^ ^' 
defire of furthering the work of peace and reconciliation, fo he v-^ ^ - ^ 
fignified to them his determination, that no adk done by him fhould 
fumifli a pretence for retarding fo defirable an end. He therefore 
declared, that he would take no farther part in any thing that fliould 
be done under the commiffion, referving to himfelf, however, the 
privilege of publifhing, if he fhould think fit, a refutation of the 
afperfions which the congrefs had attempted to throw upon him» 
The other commiflioners at the fame time tranfmitted a declaration, 
fpecifying, that they were utter ftrangcrs to the letters, and to the 
feveral things mentioned in the remonftrance of the congrefs refpedl- 
ing governor Johnftone^ until they had feen them publiflied in the 
newfpapers : That they neither meant to admit the conftrudlioa 
put upon thofe letters by the congrefs, nor to enter into an expla- 
nation of governor Johnftone's conduct, whofe abilities and inte- 
grity required no vindication from them; but that, in juftice to him 
and to themfelves, and for the honour of the commiffion, they 
thought it neceflary to declare, that in all the converfations held 
with him on the fubjedt of their miffion, the principle of his rea- 
foning feemed to be, that the terms which they were empowered ta 
offer to America were calculated to promote and eftablifh the liber- 
ties, peace, opulence, increafe, fecurity, and permanent happinefs 
of the inhabitants of that continent, and that no other connexion 
or form of government could be equally conducive to thofe ends* 
As the commiffioners feem to have been of opinion that the recent 
connexion with France was the principal obftacle which they had 
to encounter, they embraced this opportunity of adducing in their 
letter to congrefs fome new topics of reafoning to enforce their for- 
mer communications on that fubjeft, and endeavoured to demon- 
ftrate, that the interference of that power was rather from enmity 
to Great Britain than friendfhip to America^ and merely intended 
1 to 
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C H A P. :|.Q prolong the conteft, and fhiftrate the eflFeds of the liberal con^ 



(ceflions made by the mother-country. They concluded by intU 
mating that, in their o^nnion, the general congrefs, upon the ground 
<of their connexion with France, even if they had been legally au- 
thorifod to enter into it, were not entitled to aflume fo dccifivea 
part as they had taken, without firft confulting with their conftitu-? 
cntB, the provincial affemblies, and laying before them a (late of 
fads upon which a true judgment might be formed. The com-? 
miflioners, along with this declaration, difpatched again their for- 
mer remonftrance on the detention of the Saratoga troops, figned 
only by the earl of Carliflc, fir Henry Clinton, and Mr. Eden: 
And thefe were the laft of their papers particularly addrefled to the 
congrefs. 

The congrefs were probaHy difconcerted by the readinefs with 
whkh governor Johnftone withdrew from taking any further part in 
the execution of the commiffion. It was obvioufly their wifh to 
detain the Saratoga troops as prifoners until they fhould be redeemed 
by exchange. It was alfo their intention not to enter upon any ne- 
gotiation with the Britifli commiffioners compatible with their 
powers, left they fhould give umbrage, or create jealoufy in their 
new allies : And, to effedt both thefe ends, it is probable that they 
would have willingly laid hold of the pretence of governor John- 
ftone's conduct to break off all communication or correfpondence 
with the Britifli commiflioners, more efpecially as they knew there 
was ftill a moderate party in all the colonies, which thought the 
terms offered by the commiffioners fufficiently liberal to be accepted, 
and viewed with extreme concern and apprehenfion the new con- 
nexion formed with France; a kingdom which they had been 
taught to confider as proverbially faithlefs. The ftumbling-block 
being removed which the congrefs had endeavoured to raife in the 
perfon of governor Johnftone, they were under a neceffity, for their 

ow^EX 
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own credit, of paying fome attention to the remonftrancc of the ^JL^ ^* 
Britifh commiffioners on the detention of the convention army ; but 
inftead of repelling the charges which had been brought againft 
them, of having violated the law of nations by infringing a military 
convention, they again laid hold of a miferable fubterfuge, and ad- 
hering to a literal interpretation of their former refolution regarding 
general Burgoyne's army, they pafled another, bearing date the 
fourth of September, as an implied anfwer to the remonftrance of 
the commiffioners, which imported that no ratification of the con- 
vention of Saratoga that might be tendered in confequence of powers 
which may reach that cafe by confl:ru6:ion and implication, or which 
may fubjeft whatever is tranfadled relative to it to the future appro- 
bation, or difapprobation, of the parliament of Great Britain, could 
be accepted- That this refolution was evafive is apparent, when we 
reflect that it was pafled without any previous inquiry into the 
powers under which the commiffioners offisrcd to renew the con- 
vention. For any thing that the congrefs knew, the commiffioners 
might have had fpecial authority delegated to them by the king^ for 
this particular purpofe, and independent of their general commiffion. 
But, to drive that aflembly from every fubterfuge, and to remove 
every previous objeGion, fir Henry Clinton, on the nineteenth of 
September, tranfmitted to them an extract from an inftrudtion fent 
to him by the fecretary of ftate, and received fince the date of the 
remonftrance made by the commiffioners, by which he was author- 
lied, not in implied, but exprefs terms, to demand a performance 
of the convention made with general Burgoyne, and, if required, 
to renew and ratify, in the king's name, all the conditions llipulated 
in it. The offer of a ratification now made ieemed to be of that 
pofitive and precife nature which* fubftantially removed every pre- 
vious objedion. But the congrefs were not to be fatisfied ; and to 
fill up the climax of that fyflem of evafion which they had purfued 
Vol. IL I ia 
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• in all their deliberations on this fubjedt, they afFeflied to confider fir 
Henry Clinton's letter as deficient in refped, from the cafual ufe 
of an expreffion of difapprobation, which, in the warmth of hisf 
feelings as a foldier, when vindicating the rights of foldiers grofsly 
violated, he had incautioufly fuffered to efcape him ; and inftead of 
anfwering or complying with the requifition, diredted their fecretary 
to write to the Britifh general, " that congrefs gave no anfwer to 
" infolent ktters." Thus thofe brave troops who had furrendered 
at Saratoga, upon the faith of a convention, which ftipulated for 
their return to Great Britain, were, by the grofs violation of it, 
©bftinately perfifted in by the congrefs, ftill deftined to bear all the 
ills incident to a ftate of captivity. 

The Britifh commiflioners, finding all efforts to open a negotiation: 
with the congrefs vain and fruitlefs, at liafl, on the third of Odtober^ 
publifhed a manifefto and proclamation, addrefTed not only to the 
congrefs, but to all the provincial affemblies, and to all the inha-- 
hitants of the colonies of whatever denomination *, in which they 

briefly 

• '^ MANIFESTO AND PROCLAMATION; 

** To the Members of the Congrefs, the Members of the General Affemblies or Conventions of 
the feveral Colonies, Plantations, and Provinces of New Hampfhire, Maffachufett^s Bay^, 
Rhode Ifland, Connc6Ucut, New York, New Jerfey, Penfylvania, the three lower Counties 
on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, and alt 
others, Inhabitants of the faid Colonies, of every Rank and Denomination. 

^ By the Earl of Carlille, Sir Hemy Clinton, and William Eden, Efq. CommifiSoners ap- 
pointed by hi» Majefty, in purfuance of an A&, of Parliament, made and paffed in the iBih^ 
Year of his Majefty's Reign, to enable his Majefty to appoint Commiflioners to treat, con- 
fult, and agree upon the Means of quieting the Diforders now. fubiifting in certain of tht 
Colonies, Plantationsi and Provinces in North America. 

** HAVING amply and repeatedly made known to the congrefs, and having alfo pro-- 
claimed to the inhabitants of North America in general, the benevolent overtures of Great: 
Britain towards a re-unioa and coalition with her colonies, wc do not think it conMeat either 

witk 
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briefly recapitulated the diflferent fteps taken by them to accomplifh ^ HA p. 
the objedt of the commiflion, and the refufal of the congrefs even to 
open a conference with them. They again fet forth the extent and 

beneficial 

Dvith the duty we owe to our country, or with a juft regard to the charaftera we bear, to per- 
ilil in holding out offers, which, in our eflimation, required only to be known to be moft 
gratefully accepted ; and we have accordingly, excepting only the commander in chief, who 
will be detained by military duties, refolved to return to England, a few weeks after the date 
of this manifeflo and proclamation. 

** Previous however to this decifive flep, we are led by a juft anxiety for the great objefls 
of our miflion, to enlarge on fome points which may not have been fufficiently underftood, to 
recapitulate to our fcllow-fubjedls the blcflings which we are empowered to confer, and to warn 
them of the continued train of evils to which they are at prefent blindly and obftinately ex« 
pofing themfelves. 

** To the members of the congrefs then, we again declare, that we are ready to concur ia 
an fatisfeftory and juft arrangements for fecuring to them, and their refpeftive conftituents, 
the re-eftabliftiment of peace, with the exemption from any impofition of taxes' by the par- 
Eament of Great Britain, and the irrevocable enjoyment of every privilege confiftent with that 
union of interefts and force on which our mutual profperity and the fafety of our common 
religibn and liberty depend. We again aflert, that the members of the congrefs were not au- 
thorifed by their conftitution, cither to rejeft our offers without the previous confideration and 
confent of the feveral alTemblies and conventions of their conftituenti, or to refer us to pre- 
tended foreign treaties, which they know were delufively framed in the firft inftance, and 
whitth have never yet been ratified by the people of this continent. And we once more re- 
mind the members of the congrefs, that they are rcfponfible to their countrymen, to the 
world, and to God, for the continuance of this war, and for all the miferies with which it 
muft be attended. 

** To the general affemblies and conventions of the different colonies, plantations, and pro- 
vinces, above mentioned, we now feparately make the offers which we originally tranfmitted 
to the congrefs ; and we hereby call upon and urge them to meet, exprefly for the purpofe of 
confidering whether every motive, political as well as moral, fliould not decide their refolution 
to embrace the occafion of cementing a free and firm coalition with Great Britain. It haff 
not been, nor is it, our wifh, to feek the objefts which we 'arc commiffioned to piirfue, by fo- 
menting popular divifions and partial cabals ; we think fuch condu6l would be ill fuited to the 
generous offers made, and unbecoming the dignity of the king and the ftate which makes 
them. But it is both our wifh and our duty to encourage and fupport any men, or bodies ' 
of men, in their return of loyalty to our fovereign, and of affeftion to our fellow-fubjeAs. 

^ To all others^ free iubabitaats of this once happy empire, we alfo addrefs ourfelves. Such 
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^ xivi ^* beneficial tendency of the terms which they were empowered to offen 

V-,^^^^ Notwithftanding the obftrudtions which they had met with^ they 

ftlll declared their readinefs to proceed in the execution of the 

powers 

•f them as are adually in annsy of whatfoever rank or defcriptiony will do well to recoiled^ 
that the gnevancesy whether real or fuppofedy which led them into this rebellioDy have been 
for ever removedy and that the juft occafion is arrived for their returning to the cla(s of peaceful 
citizens. But if the honours of a military life are become their objedly let them feek thofe 
honours under the banners of their rightful fovereigUy and in fighting the battles of the united. 
Britifh empire againil our late mutual and natural enemy. 

'* To thofe whofe profeffion it is to exercife the fundiont of reEgion on this continent, it 
cannot furely be unknown, that the foreign power with which the congrefs is endeavouring to^ 
conneft them, has ever been averfe to toleration, and inveterately oppofed te the intereils and. 
freedom of the places of worfhip which they ferve ; and that Great BritaTn, from whom they 
are for the prefent feparated, muft, both from the principles of her conftitution, and of pro^ 
teftantifm, be at all times the beft guardiaa of religious liberty^ and moft difpofed to promote 
and extend it. 

To all thofe who eai» eftimate the blei&ngs of peace, and its influence overagrxculture^art^ 
and commerce, who can feel a due anxiety for the edacation and eilabliihment of their chil* 
dren, or who can place a Juft value on domeflic fecurity, we think it fufficient to d)ferve, that 
they are made, by their leaders, to continue involved in all the calamities of war, without hav-^ 
ing eitlier a juft objeft to purfue> or a fubfifting grievance which may not inflantly be re-^ 
drefTed. 

** But if there be any perfons, who, dFvefled of miflaken refentments, and uninfluenced by 
frlfifh interefts, really think that it is for the benefit of the colonies to feparate themfelves front 
Great Britain, and that fa feparated they will find a confHtution more mild, more free, and 
better calculated for their profperity than that which they heretofore enjjoycd, and which we 
are empowered and difpofed to renew and improve ; with fuch perfona we wiU not difpute a 
pofition which feems to be fufficiently contradicted by the experience they have had. But we 
think it right to leave them fully aware of the charge which the maintaining fuch a pofition 
muft make in the whole nature and future conduft of this war $ more cfpecially when to thi» 
pofition is added the pretended alliance with the court of France. 

** The policy, as well as the benevolence of Great Britain, have thus far checked the ex-^ 
tremes of war, when they tended to diflrefs a people (till confidered as our fellow-fubjedb, and 
to defolate a country fhortly to become again a fource of mutual advantage : But when tliat 
country profeffes the unnatural defign^ not only of eftranging herfelf from us, but of mortgage 
ing herfelf and herrefources to our enemies, the whole contefl is changed; and the quefliott 
is, how hx Great Britain may, by every means in her power, deftroy or render ufelefs a coo* 
f ciioQ contrived for her ruin> and for the aggrandizement of Fnmcc. 
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powers contained in their commiffion, and to treat not only with ® ^ A P. 
deputies from all the colonies conjun&ly, but with any provincial 
afl*embly or convention individually, at any time within the fpace 

of 

<< U^der fuch circamftaiiccs» the lawg of rdf-prdTervatton muft dired the condud of Great 
Britain ; and if the Britifh colonies are to become an accefiHon to Francej will dircA her to 
render that acce£Son of as little avail as poflible to her enemy. 

<< If, however, there are any who think that, notwithftanding thefe reafonings, the inde* 
pendence of the colonies wiO, in the refult, be acknowledged by Great Britain, to them we 
anfwer, without referve, that we neither poffcfs or expe^ powers for that purpofe ; and that 
if Great Britain could ever have funk To low as to adopt fuch a meafure, we (hotild not have 
thought ourfelves compellable to be the inftruments in making a concefiioa which would, in 
our opinion, be calamitous to the colonies for whom it u made» and difgraceful, as well as ca* 
lamitous, to the country from which it is required. And we think proper to declare* thatiA 
this fpirit and fentimeat we have regularly written from this continent to Great Britain. 

^ It will now become the colonies in general to call to mind their own folemn appeals to 
Iieaven in the beginning of this conteft, that they took arms only for the redrefs of grievancesi 
and that it would be their wi(h, as well as their intereft, to remain for ever conneded with 
Great Britain. We again afk them, whether all their grievances, real or fuppofed, have not 
been amply and fuUy redrefTed ; and we infift that the offers we have made leave nothing to bft 
irifhed, in point of either immediate Bberty or permanent fecurity : If thefe offers are now re* 
}e6kdf we withdraw from the exercifeof a commiffion, with which we have in vain been ho* 
soured ; the fiime liberality will no longer be due from Qreat Britain, nor can it either in juftice 
or policy be expeded from her. 

** la fine, and for the fuller manifeflation, as well of the diQ>ofition we bear, as of the gracioup 
IM^ generous purpofes of the commiffion under which we a6^, we hereby declare, that whereaa 
his majefty, in purfuance of an a6t of parliament, made and pafied in the eighteenth year of 
his majefty's reign, entituled, * An aft to enable his majefty to appoint commiffioners, with 

• fufficient powers to treat, confult, and agree, upon the means of quieting the diforders now 

• fubfifling in certain of the colonies, plantations, and provinces of North America,* having 
been pleafed to authorife and empower us to grant a pardon or pardons to any number or dc- 
fcription of perfons within the colonies, plantatione, and provinces of New Hampfliire, Maf- 
fachufett's Bay, Rhode ICand, Connefticut, New York, New Jerfey, Penfylvania, the three 
bwer Counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Georgia; and whereas the good effcAs of the faid authorities and powers towards the people 
at large, would have long fincc taken place, if a due ufe had been made of our firft commu- 
nications and overtures, and have thus far.been fruflrated only by the precipitate refolntion of 
the members of the congrcfs not to treat with us, and by their declining to confult with their 
conftituents ; we now, iri making our appeal to thoffe conftitucntSi and to the free iohabitantt 
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?v^r ^' ^^ ^^^^7 ^^7^ ^^°^ ^^^ ^**^ °f ^^^^^ manifefto j and then, addreff- 
ing themfelves to perfons of every defcription, whether in civil, 
military, or ecclefiaflical capacities, or in private ilations, and fug^ 

gefting 

Jo£ this continent in general, have tietermined to give to themi what in our opinion Should have 
been the firfl obje^ of thofe who appeared to have taken the management of their interefts ; 
and adopt this mode of carrying the faid authorities and powen into execution. fVe accord* 
imgly hereby grant and proclaim a pardon or pardons of all ^ and all manner ofy ireafom or mijprifions 
of treafons^ by any perfon or perfons^ or by any number or. defcription ofperfonty within the /aid coh^ 
nieSf plantations f or provinces^ counfelledy commanded, aded, or done, on or before the dat^ of this 
mamfefto and proclamation, 

** And we farther declare and proclaim, that if any perfon or perfona, or any number or 
defcription of perfons, within the (kid colonies, plantations, and provinces, now adtually ferving 
either in a civil or military capacity in this rebellion, (hall, at any time, during the continuanct 
of this manifeflo and proclamation, withdraw himfelf or tbemfelves from fuch civil or mili* 
tary fervice, and (hall continue thenceforth peaceably as a good and faithful fubjeA or fubjeds 
to his majefty, to demean himfelf, or themfelves, fUch perfon 6r perfons, or fuch number and 
defcription of perfons, (hall become and be fully entitled to, and hereby obtain all ;the 
benefits of the pardon or pardons hereby granted; excepting only from the faid paiv 
don or pardons every perfon, and every number or defcription of perfons, Who,i aftct 
the date of this manifefto and proclamation, (hall, under any pretext or autbbrity, ai 
judges, jur3rmen, minifters, or officers of civil jjiftices, be iniirumental in executing and 
putting to death any of his majeity's fubjeds within the faid colonies, plantations, and 
provinces. 

^ And we think proper farther to declare, that nothing herein contained is meant, or (hall 
be conilrued, to fet at liberty any perfon or perfons, now being a prifoner or prifoners, or who, 
<3uring the continuance of this rebellion, (hall become a prifoner or prifoners. 

** And we offer to the colonies at large or feparately, a general or feparate peace, with the 
revival of their ancient governments fecured againft any future infringements, and prote6ted 
for ever from taxation by Great Britain. 

<* And with refped to fuch further regulations, whether civil, miHtary, or commercial, at 
they may wifh to be framed and eflabiifhed, we promife all the concurrence and allifla^ce that 
bis majefty's commidion authorises and enables us to give. 

*^ And we declare, that this manifefto and proclamation (hall continue and be in force forty 
days from the date thereof, that is to fay, from the 3d day of Odober, to the nth day of 
November, both inclufive. 

^* And in order that the whole contents of this manifefto and proclamation may be more fully 
known, we (hill dired copies thereof, both in the Englifh and German language, to be tranf^ 
mitted by flags of truce to the congrefsi the general aifemblies or conventions of the coloaies, 

plantations^ 
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gfefting feverally to the confideration of each of thefe clafles fuch ^ ^vt ^* 
motives as might be fuppofed to have thegreateft influence, adjured v— ^,>— -^ 
them all not to let pafs fo favourable an opportunity of fecuring their 

liberties, 

plantations, and provinces, and to feveral perfons both, in civil and military capacities within 
the faid colonies, plantations, and provinces ; and for the further fecurity in times to come of 
the feveral perfons, or numbers or defcriptions of perfons, who are, or may be, the objeds of 
this manifefto and prochunation, we have fet our hands and feals to thirteen copies thereof, andr 
have tranfmttted the fame to the thirteen colonies, plantations, and provinces, above mentioned; 
and we are willing to hope that the whole of this maBifefto and proclamation will be fairly and 
freely publifhed and circulated, for the immediate, general, and mod ferious confideration and* 
benefit of all his majefty's fubjefts on this continent. And wc eamcilly exhort all perfons who by 
this inflrument forthwith receive the benefit of the king's pardon, at the fame time that they en- 
tertain a becoming fenfc of thofe lenient and affeftionate meafures whereby they are now free front 
grievous charges which might have rifen in judgment, or have been brought in queftion, againit 
them, to make a wife improvement of the fituation in which thia manifefto and proclamation places 
them, and not only to rccolleA that a perfeverance in the prefent rebellion, or any adherence 
to the treafonable connexion attempted to be framed with a foreign power, will, after the 
prefent grace extended, be confidered as crimes of the moft aggravated kind ; but to vie with 
each other in eager and cordial endeavours to fecure their own peace, and promote and ellabliili 
the profperity of their countrymen, and the general weal of the empire, 

** And purfuant to his majefty's commiflion, we hereby require all officers, civil and mlhtary,^ 
snd all other his majefty's loving fubje£U whatfoever, to be aiding and affifling unto us in the 
ekecatioa of this our manifefto and proclamation, and of all the matters herein contained. 
" Given at New York, this 3d day of Odober 1 78S. 

** (L. S.) CARLISLE. 

« (L, S.) HEN. CLINTON.. 

« (L.S.) WM. EDEN* 

*• By their Excellencies command, 

« ADAM FERGUSON, Secretary-*^ 

On the thirtieth of O&ober the following. Manifefto was publifhed by Congrefs^ 

** £y tbt Congrefs of the Umted States of America. 

« MANIFESTO. 

•« THESE United States having been driven to hoftilities by the oppreffivc and tyrannous- 

neafures of Great Britain 5 having been compelled to commit the t- fTential rights of man ta 

the decifion of arms; and having been at length forced to fhake off a yoke which had growa 

too bardeafomc to bcar^ they declared themfeltet free and independeau 

J^ Confiding^ 
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P- liberties, and their future profperity and happinefs, upon a perma- 
nent foundation. They alfo proclaimed a general pardon for all 
treafons and rebellious practices committed at any time previous to 

the 

** Confiding in the jufticc of their caufe, confiding in Him who difpofcs of human ercnltf 
although weak and unprovided, they fet the power of their enemies at defiance. 

** In this confidence they have jcontInued» through the various fortune of three hloody cam- 
paigns, unawed by the powers, unfubdued by the barbarity, of their foes. Their virtuous ci- 
tizens have borne, without repining, the lofs of many things which made life defirable. Their 
brave troops have patiently endured the hard/hlps and dangers of a fituation, fruitful in both 
beyond example. 

** The congrefs, confidering thcmfclves bound to love their enemies, as children of that 
Being who is equally the Father of all, and defirous, fincc they could not prevent, at leaft to 
alleviate, the calamities of war, have ftudied to fpare thofe who were in arms againfl them, and 
to hghten the chains of captivity. 

** The coadud of thofe fierving nnder the king of Great Britain hath, with fome few ex- 
ceptions, been diametrically oppofite. They have laid wafte the open country, burned the 
-defcncclefs villages, and butchered the citizens of America. Their prifons have been the 
flaughter-houfes of her foldiers, their fliipa of her feamen, and the fcvercft injuries have been 
aggravated by the grofifeft infults. 

'^ Foiled in their vain attempt to fubjugate the vocoiiquerable fpirit of freedom, they have 
cneanly aflailcd the reprefentatives of America with bribes, with deceit, and the fervility of 
adulation. They have made a mock of humanity, by the wanton deftruiflion of men ; they 
have made a mock of religion, by impious appeals to God, whilS in the violation of his facred 
commands ; they have made a mock even of reafon itfelf, by endeavouring to prove, that the 
liberty and happinefs of America could fafely be entruiled to thofe who hz\t fold tbclr own^ 
unawed by the fcnfe of virtue or of (hame. 

" Treated with the contempt which fiich condu^l dcferved, they have applied to indivi- 
duals ; they have folicited them to break the bonds of allegiance, and imbrue their fouls with 
the blacked of crimes \ but fearing that none could be found through thefe United States, 
•equal to the wickednefs of their purpofe, to influence weak minds, they have threatened more 
wide devaftation. 

" While the fhadow of hope remained, that our enemies could be taught by our example 
to refped thofe laws which are held facred among civilized nations, and to comply with the 
did^ates of a religion which they pretend in common with us to believe and revere, they have 
been left to the influence of that religion, and that example. But fince their incorrigible dif- 
pofitions cannot be touched by kindnefs and compaflion, it becomes our duty by other meaa» 
to vindicate the rights of humanity. 
•* Wct therefore, th« CongrcCi of the Uoitcd States of Amcricat do soiemnly declaee 

ANA 
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Ae date of their manlfefto, to fuch as (hould, within the term of C HA P. 
forty days, already limited, withdraw from their oppofition to the v— - y— / 
Britifh government, and condudt themfelves in future as faithful 
and loyal fubjeds j denouncing at the fame time the utmoft ven- 
geance of the Britifh nation againft fuch as, after thefe benevolent 
offers, (hould obftinately perfift in withholding their allegiance from 
their lawful fovereign. And, that all perfons refiding within the 
revolted colonies might be acquainted with the benevolent offers now 
made, and be enabled to avail themfelves of the pardon proclaimed 
by the manifefto, thirteen copies of it were immediately executed 
tinder the hands and feals of the commiffioners, one of which was 
Iranfmitted by a flag of truce to each of the colonies. 

In the mean time, the congrefs, by a prepofterous kind of refo- 
lution, recommended it to the executive power in the different ftates 
to feize and detain in prifon all fuch perfons aS, under a pretence of 
a flag of truce, fhould be concerned in diftributing or delivering the 
manifefto of the Britifh commiffioners, as violators of the law of 
nations, by circulating feditious writings ; whilft at the fame time they 
ordered thofe feditious writings to be publifhed in the newfpapers. 
And fome time^ afterwards they paffed another refolution, threatening 
to take exemplary vengeance if any one fhould attempt to put in exe- 
cution the feverities denounced in the manifefto of the commiffioners. 
The commiffioners remained at New York beyond the time limited by 
their manifefto, which expired on the eleventh of November ; but 

AND PROCLAIM, That ]£ OUT enemies prefume to execute their threats, or perfift in their pre- 
fcnt career of barbarity, we wiB take fuch exemplary vengeance as (hall deter others from a 
like condu£^ We appeal to that God who fearcheth the hearts of men, for the redlitude of 
>our intentions. And in his holy prefence we declare, That as we arc not moved by any light and 
Hafty fuggeftions of anger or revenge, fo through every poffible change of fortune we will 
adhere to this our dettrmination. 

** Done in congrefs, by unanimous confent, the thirtieth day of Oftober, one thoufand 
feveii hundred and fcventy-eight* 

«* CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary." 

Vol. II. K as 
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C H A p. as they neither received any overtures in confequence of it, nor faw 

u^- -v^* \^9 any profpefl: of being able to effed a reconciliation, they clofed 

^" ' their commiffion, and embarked for England, after having made 

fome regulations for the benefit of the trade of New York and 

Rhode Ifland ; the only two places that remained to Great Britain 

in the whole extent of the revolted colonies. 

It was now at laft feen, that all attempts to recover the revolted 
colonies by lenient means were ufelefs ; and that force alone could 
again fubjed them to the authority of the mother-country : And 
the rapid fuccefs of the expedition againft Georgia, which we are 
next to relate, gave a pleafing hope that the war, if transferred to 
the fouthward, might be more fuccefsful in future, than it had been 
in times paft. As the land-force fent on this expedition confided 
only of the feventy-firft regiment of two battalions, two battalions of 
Heflians, four battalions of North and South Carolina provincials, 
and a detachment of royal artillery, amounting in the whole to 
three thoufand five hundred men, major-general Prevoft, who 
commanded in Eaft Florida, the colony next adjoining to Georgia on 
the fouth, had previoufly received orders to enter that province by 
land, with the force under him, and make a junction with lieutenant- 
colonel Campbell, and take the command of the whole. But fo ably 
did the laft of thefe ofiicers form his plans of attack, and fo well was 
he fupported by the fpirit and bravery of the little army which he 
commanded, and the cordial and zealous co-operation of commodore 
Parker and the naval force, that the redudion of the province was 
completed before general Prevoft could form a jundion. 

The fquadron which accompanied the tranfports on this expe- 
dition, confifting of fome of the fmaller fhips of war, arrived off 
the ifland of Tybee, at the mouth of the Savannah river, on the 
twenty-third of December. 

It feems evident that the people of South Carolina and Georgia^ 
apprehending themfelves fecure againft an invafion ever fince the 

unfor* 
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unfortunate attempt upon Charleftown, made by fir Peter Parker CHAP, 
and fir Henry Clinton in the year 1776, were rather occupied u -^v~ -/ 
in planning and making preparations for the conqueft of Eaft Flo- ^^' ' 
rida, than in providing for their own defence. Between the inha- 
bitants of Eaft Florida and thofe of Georgia, a kind of predatory 
war had been carried on from the time when the laft of thefe pro- 
vinces joined the general confederacy ; the obje£t of which feems to ' 
have been fometimes plunder, and fometimes revenge. But during 
the laft fummer two incurfions into Georgia were made from Eaft 
Florida, which had a more ferious afpedt. The troops engaged in 
thefe incurfions confifted chiefly of irregulars, moft of w^iom had 
been obliged to fly from the Carolinas and Georgia, on account of 
their loyalty to their fovereign, and harboured all the rcfentment 
againft their perfecutors which xan be fuppofed to arife from the un- 
worthy treatment they' had received. One of thefe bodies of men 
proceeded by the inlets along the fea-coaft, whilft the other marched 
through the interior parts of the country by the river Alatamaha* 
The firft advanced as far as the town of Sunbury in Georgia, the 
fort of which they fummoned to furrender. A colonel M'Intofh 
commanded tlie garrifon, and w^as refolved to hold out to the laft 
extremity. To the fummons of the befiegers for the furrender of 
the fort, he returned a defiance in this laconic anfwer : " Come 
" and take it." The befiegers being either unprovided with fuflS- 
cient artillery, or thinking their force inadequate to the reduclion of 
the fort, abandoned the enterprife, and returned towards Eaft Flo- 
rida. The other corps of thefe irregulars penetrated through the in- 
terior country as far as the river Ogeeche, about thirty miles from 
Savannah. Here colonel Elben, who with two hundred continental 
troops had been fent to oppofe them, prepared to difpute their paf- 
fage: And about the fame time they were informed of the retreat 
of their companions from Sunbury, Diftieartened with this intelli- 

K 2 gence, 
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CHAP. genc6, and dreading the oppofition which they were to meet In* the 
\_ ^-' ' paflage of the river, they fuddenly decamped and began a retreat,: 
^77^- Thefe incurfions into Georgia were followed by another into Eaft 
Florida, on the frde of the provincials. The troops employed ia 
this incurfion confifted of feveral regiments of continentals^ with 
fome militia from Georgia and South Carolina, the wholie com- 
manded by major-general Robert How^ His objedt was the re- 
duftion of St, Auguftine, with the province of Eaft Florida : But 
this expedition proved not more fuccefsful than thofe which had 
been undertaken againft Georgia ; and to the misfortune of thepeace* 
able inhabitants on both fides, general How's retreat from Eaft Flo- 
rida, like that of the Britifli irregulars from Georgia, was marked 
with rapine, plunder, and general devaftation. From this unfuc- 
cefsful expedition general How had juft returned^ and lay with his- 
army encamped in the neighbourhood of Savannah, at the time of 
the arrival of the Britifli fquadron from New York, 

On the day after its arrival, part of the Britifli fleet got over the 
bar, and entered the river; but the reft!, in confequence of foutherly 
currents and boifterous weather, were unable to follow until the 
twenty-feventh* In the mean time a company of light-infantry was 
landed on Wilmington Ifland, to bring ofi" fome of the inhabitants,, 
and was fortunate enough to fccure two of them ; from whom in* 
formation was received of the ftate of the province, and the pofitioa 
of the military force appointed for its defence. This was of fuch 
a nature as determined the commanders of this expedition, although 
no intelligence had yet been received of the approach of general! 
Prevoft, to lofe no time in commencing their operations*^ 

Savannah, the capital of Georgia, lies on the fouth fide of the 

river of that name, about fifteen miles from the fea.. In the vf- 

einity of this place, major-general Robert How, with a force con- 

fitting of fome regiments of American regular troops, and the militia 

2 of 
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of the province, in the whole about fifteen hundred men, vcas pn- ^xxvi ^* 
camped for its protection, and daily expeded to be joined by a con^ v, j i ■ %— i J . 
fiderable reinforcement. The country between Savannah and the fea 
being low and marifhy, and interfeded by creeks and cuts of water, 
the firft pradticable landing-place was at the plantation of one Ger- 
ridoe, about twelve miles up the river ; and there a defcent was 
propofed to be made without delay. 

In purfuance of this determination, the fleet, on the twenty^eighth 
of December, in the mornings proceeded up the river, led by the Vi- 
gilant fhip of war, the Comet galley, the Keppel armed brig, and the 
Greenwich armed floop, with the defign of landing the troops at 
Gerridoe's plantation that evening ; but feveral of the tranfports 
having got aground from the difficulty of the navigation, the defcent 
was neceflfarily poftponed till the following morning. With the 
rifing of the tide, the tranfports being floated off, moved up to their 
ftation, and at daybreak of the twenty-ninth the debarkation began.. 
From the landing-place, a narrow caufeway with a ditch on each 
fide led through a rice fwamp to the high plantation ground, at the 
diftance of fix hundred yards ; and captain Cameron, of the feventy- 
firft regiment, having firft reached the fhore with his company of 
light-infantry, immediately formed them^ and advanced along the 
caufeway, at the end of which, and upon the high ground, was 
pofted a body of provincials. Thefe, as captain Cameron approached, 
received him with a general difcharge of mufketry ; by which this 
brave officer and two of his company were killed, and five wounded; 
but the impetuofity natural to the highlanders prevented the provin* 
cials from repeating it. Rufhing on to revenge the death of their 
beloved commander, they ftruck terror into the provincials^ wh» 
quitted their advantageous ground, and fled to the woods. Whilft 
the reft of the troops were landing, lieutenant-colonel Campbell re- 
connoitred the pofition of general How's army, and determined 

tQ 
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C ^ J^ P. to attack him before the evening. The Britifli troops were accord- 
W;.— V — ^ ingly put in motion, even before the laft divifion of them was 
landed, and having advanced within half a mile of the enemy, were 
formed in order of battle, The provincial general had drawn up 
his forces acrofs the main road leading to Savannah, and about half 
a mile from it. His right was covered by a thick wopdy fwamp, 
and the houfes of a plantation filled with rifle-men; his left reached 
to the rice fwamps upon the river, and the town and fort of Sa- 
vannah covered his rear. One piece of cannon was pofted upon 
the right, another on the left, and two upon the great road in the 
centre ; in front of which, at the diftance of one hundred yards, 
where the high ground was narrowed by the approach of two 
fwamps, a trench was cut acrofs the main road reaching from one 
fwamp to the other ; and about one hundred yards ftill further in 
front, was a marfhy rivulet running parallel to the whole extent of 
the provincial line. The bridge over this rivulet had been burnt 
down, in order to retard the progrefs of the Britilh army. Here 
the provincial general waited the approach of the Britifh troops : 
And, had the attack been made only in front, perhaps the ground 
might have been obftinately difputed. But the Britifh commander 
having received information of a private path leading through the 
fwamp which covered the enemy's right flank, detached the light- 
infantry, under fir James Baird, fupported by the New York volun- 
teers, to proceed by that path and gain the enemy's rear: And as it 
appeared by fome movements of the enemy that they wiflied and 
expedled an attack upon their left, lieutenant-colonel Campbell, in 
order to induce a belief that this was intended, ordered the light- 
infantry, and New York volunteers, to file off by their right, as if 
the defign had been to extend the front of the Britifli line that way, 
until they reaiched a fall of the ground, by retiring within which to 
the rear, their fubfequent movements in their progrefs to the fwamp 

were 
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were effeftually concealed from the view of the enemy. By this ^ ^^- ^* 

manoeuvre the attention of the enemy was drawn from that quarter ^ % — K 

where danger w^as to be moft apprehended ; and fir James Baird, * 

under the guidance of a negro, having fafely conduded his detach- 

ment by the private path to the rear of the enemy, fuddenly iffued 

from the fwamp, and attacked a body of militia, which was pofted 

to fecure the great road leading from Ogeeche. Hitherto the Bri- 

tiih troops in front had remained quiet upon their ground, without 

firing a gun in return for the provincial artillery ; but as foon as it 

*was perceptible that the light-infantry had turned the flank of the 

enemy, the whole Britifti line received orders to advance and move 

on brifkly ; and the artillery, which had been previoufly formed be* 

hind a fwell in the ground, to conceal it from view, was inftantly 

run forward to the eminence, and began to play upon the enemy. 

Thus affailed, the jJrovincials quickly gave w^ay, and running acrofs 

a plain in front of fir James Baird's light-infantry, which had by 

this time difperfed the militia and taken their cannon, were again 

attacked by them ; who, with their ufual promptitude, dafhing upon 

the flanks of the fugitives, completed their rout, and added to the 

brilliant fuccefs of the day. The provincials flying in confufion 

through the town of Savannah, were clofely purfued by the Britifli 

troops; and before night thirty-eight commiflioned oflficers, and 

four hundred and fifteen men of the enemy, the town and fort of 

Savannah, with the artillery, ammunition and fl:ores, confiding of a 

large quantity of indigo, rice, fugar, rum, &c. the fhipping in 

the harbour, and a great quantity of provifions, were in the poffefliion 

of the conquerors, whofe lofs, during the whole of this day, 

amounted only to feven killed and nineteen wounded *. 

So 

? Artillery, Stores, Ammunition, Shippingr, Scc. taken at the Rcdudlion of Savannah, 

in the Year 1778. 
48 pieces of cannon # r Hand of colours. 

23 mortarg, 8^7 fDiaUarms. 

94 barrels 
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CHAP. 

XXVI. 



So decifivc a vidary, gained at fo ioconfiderable an expencc, rarely 
occurs, and muft be attributed partly to the inexperience of the Ame- 
rican general, but principally to the fuperior military fkill and ad- 
'drefs of the Britifh commander in improving to the utmoft every 
favourable circumftance which prefented itfelf for the final fuccefs of 
the day, added to the zeal, vigour, promptitude, and exadnefs with 
which his orders, were obeyed by the brave little army which he 
commanded. 

By the unremitting exertions of lieutenant-colonel Campbell, aided 
by the zeal and adiivity of all who bore a (hare in this expedition, 
the remains of the provincial army were driven acrofs the Savannah 
river into South Carolina, the different pofts upon that river were 
fecured for fifty miles up, and the lower parts of the province were 
entirely at peace in lefs than ten days after the defeat of the Ameri* 
can army at Savannah. A great majority of the inhabitants came in, 
and having taken the oath of allegiance, fubmitted themfelves again 
to the authority of the mother-country. Rifle companies of dra* 
goons were formed out of thofe who came in to renew their alle- 
giance, whofe duty it was to patrol the country between the advanced 
pofts, and give information of the incurfions of the enemy ; and 
various other wife and prudent regulations were adopted for the 
future peace and fecurity of the province. 

94 barrels of gunpowder. 78 bag ditto. 

X545 cannon (hot. 32 cartridges filled for 4 pounders. 

104 cafe ditto. acx> fhcUs. 

9 tons lead pigtail, and a. confiderabic quantity of flints, nails, fpikes, kc. 
3 large (hips, 3 brigantines, 2 floops,. and 2 fchooners, fomc of them with cargoes on 
board, taken $ and 2 floops burnt. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 

fFar httween the Americans and Indians — War hetween France and 

England — Channel Fleet commanded by Admiral Keppel — Engage^ 

ment between the French and Englijb Fleets — Irreconcileable Dif^ 

ference between the Admirals Keppel and Pallifer^^Inflamed by the 

Zeal of their reJpedHve Partizans — War in the Eqfi Indies. 

SUCH were the principal events on the fea-coaft of the revolted CHAP. 
XXVII 
colonies during the campaign of the year 1778 : On their . _ _ ^ 

^eftem frontiers a defultory war was ftill carried on between them Warbcfwccn 
and the Indians/ in the mode originally peculiar to thefe favages* *^ Amcri- 

^ cans and Ia« 

but now too generally praftifed by their better-informed neighbours dians. 
the white inhabitants bordering on their fettlements. Mutual incur- 
fions were made, and ruin and devaftation followed on the fteps of 
the ruthlefs invaders. Whole families were butchered, their houfes 
burnt, the growing corn cut up, and entire plantations laid wafte. 
In this barbarous warfare the flourifhing new fettlement of Wyoming, 
on the banks of the Sufquehanna, fell a facrifice to an incurfion of 
the Indians ; And the Indian fettlements of Unadilla and-Anaquago, 
tjpon the upper parts of the fame river, which were alfo inhabited 
by white people attached to the royal caufe, were in their turn ra- 
vaged and deftroyed by the Americans. 

But we muft now for a time quit the continent of North Ame- 
rica, to purfue the courfe of the war through the various quarters 
to which it was transferred by the hoftile intervention of the 
French. 

Vol. II. L After 
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HAP 
XXVII. 



CHAP. After the refcript had been delivered which announced to the court 



of London the connexion and alliance formed betwen the king of 
War between France and the congrefs of the revolted colonies; and after the 
England" Britilh ambaffador at Paris, and the French ambaflador at London, 
had feverally quitted the places of their refidetice, and returned to 
their refpefkive courts, without the formality of taking leave, which, 
according to an etiquette long eftablifhed, is univerfally conildered 
as a prelude to hoftilities; both nations began to make the moft affi<« 
duous preparations for open wan From Toulon, as we have already 
feen, a fleet of twelve fliips of the line was fent to fea under the 
command of the count d'Eftaing; but the principal naval arfenal of 
the French is at Breft, and there every hand was employed, and 
every finew ftretched, to get ready fuch a fleet as might enable them 
to meet their opponents with advantage upon their own element. 
That they might the more eflTedually diftradk the attention of the 
Britifti minifl:ry, the ftale device of threatening an invafion was 
again reforted to ; and large bodies of troops were marched from 
the interior parts of the kingdom to the fea-coaft bordering on the 
Britifh channel. 

In Great Britain the people had been a good deal divided on the 
Aibje£t of the American war, and from a knowledge of this cir* 
eumftance the miniftry were probaby deterred from ading with that 
decifion which alone could have promifed fuccefs. Had no foreign 
power interfered, perhaps the war might have gradually languKhed 
until fuch terms had been oflfered as would have been accepted by 
the Americans, whofe refourccs, without foreign aid, muft foon 
have failed. But the intervention of the French, in a domeftic dif- 
puce between a fovereign and a part of his fubje£ts, after the aflur* 
ances which had been given to the contrary,, was confidered not only 
AS an asft of the bafeft treachery, but as a proof of enmity and hatred 
againft the Britifh nation inveterately malignant; and to punifli 

this 
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tliis perfidious interference every heart was united, and every hand CHAP, 
uplifted. If any abatement is to be made from thefe unqualified v-.^^— -/ 
aflertions, it muft be in favour of fome of the leaders of the oppo- '"^^ * 
iition, or their immediate adherents, who were fo much wedded to 
the caufe of America, that they not only deprecated the idea of re- 
ducing the revolted colonies to obedience by force, but even rejoiced 
in their viftories *. But certain it is, that after the alliance entered 
into by the people of the revolted colonies with the court of France, 
they loft the favour and good opinion of all thofe moderate men in 
the Britifh dominions who had formerly efpoufed their caufe, from 
principle, whilft they confidered them as injured and innocent. But 
after the Americans had made themfelves guilty, if they were not fo 
before, by leaguing with the enemies of their country, the people of 
Great Britain became more united in the profecution of the war: 
Their refentment was kindled j the national fpirit was roufed with the 
profped of the impending diflScultiesj the miniftry recovered from 
their dcfpondence ; and warlike preparations were made with a fpirit 
and eflScacy which our enemies little expeded. To guard agsdnft 
the poffibility of an invafion, the militia were called forth and em- 
bodied ; and although the French, by being the aggrefibrs, had it in 
their power to adapt their open interference to the ftate of their pre- 
parations, yet fuch was the vigour of our exertions, that a Britifh 
fleet of twenty fhips of the line was cruifing in the channel before 
the grand fleet of France was in readinefs to come out of the harbour 
of Breft. 

Admiral Keppel had been fixed upon to command the channel The Britlfli 
fleet, as being a brave and experienced oflRcer, who was highly po- channcl!c«n. 
pular, and much beloved in the navy ; and as he was attached to the '^""^ff^ 
qppofition, it was hoped that his appointment, if it did not entirely pcL 
reconcile the leaders of that party to the meafures which were in 

• See Parliamentary Dcbatef for a late altercation bietween Mr. Fox and tic. fiidke, refpea^ 
Ing tke French reyolution. 

h 2 agiution, 
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^"TYwr '* *gifatiofl» "WouTd at leaft filence much of their clamour. In the 
i^-^— -^ Vidoiy, of a hundred guns, he failed from Portfmouth on the twelfth 
* of June; and during his cruife hoftilities were formally commeneed 
between Great Britain and France. 

Whilft the fleet was at fea, on the feventeenth, two ftrange fhips 
being feen reconnoitring, orders were given to chafe, and condu<9: 
them under the ftern of the admiral's fhip. One of them, the Li- 
corne, a French frigate, of thirty-two guns, and two hundred and 
thirty men, being overtaken towards the evening by feveral fhips of 
the fleet, confented to fail with them during the night, but in the 
morning difcovering an intention of going off, by attempting to get 
upon a diflferent tack, a fhot was fired acrofs her, when in an inftant 
fhe poured a whole broadfide of her great guns and mufketry into 
the America, a Britifh line-of-battle fliip which happened to be 
neareft to her, and immediately ftruck her colours. Strange as this 
proceeding was, it was rendered ftill more extraordinary by the fol- 
lowing circumftance that attended it : For at the very inftant when 
the French frigate fired her cannon and mulketry, lord Longford, 
the commander of the America, was (landing upon the gunwale of 
his own {hip, in friendly converfation with the French commander. 
A broadfide from the America, which at fo near a diftance would 
have probably funk the French frigate to the bottom, would have 
been a juft retribution for fo ufelefs and audacious a bravado j but 
the noble commander wifely reftrained his refentment, and fatisfied 
himfelf with fending the Licorne under the ftern of the Viftory, 
The other Ihip, which proved to be the Belle Poule, a large French 
frigate, carrying heavy cannon, and commanded by the fieur de la 
Clocheterie, was alfo overtaken in the evening, but at a confiderable 
diftance from the reft of the fleet, by the Britifh frigate the Arethufa, 
t/L thirty-two guns, commanded by captain Marfhall, who commu- 
nicated to the French commander the admiral's requeft to fpeak with 
him, and his orders for conducting him iato the fleet. With thefe 
5 orders 
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orders the French commander repeatedly and peremptorily refufed ^^vv^i ^* 
to comply, A (hot from the Arethufa was then fired acrofs the u ■>■!,->■ .^ 
French frigate, which was returned with a broadfidefrom the latter, *" " 
when a furious and bloody engagement began, which was obftinately^ 
and refolutely maintained on both fides for more than two hours. 
It was almoft a calm, and as the two frigates were near to each 
other, the damage done to both was very confiderable; but the 
Arethufa had fufFered fo much in her mails, fails, and rigging, that 
at laft, from the fcantinefs of the wind, (he became qiiite unmanage- 
able, and floated upon the water like a wrecL Whilft the Britiflx 
frigate remained in this ungovernable ftate, the French commander 
fet his forefail, and with the help of a light breeze which fprung up, 
made for the French coaft, and anchored in a bay amongft the rocks; 
from which fituation his fhip was towed out of danger the following 
morning by boats from the fhore. If the comparative damage in the 
mafts, fails, and rigging, was greateft on board the Arethufa, it was 
overbalanced by the greater lofs of men on board the Belle Poiilc. 
According to the French accounts the number of killed on board the 
Belle Poule was eftimated at forty-eight, and the wounded at fifty* 
feven ; whereas the Arethufa had only eight men killed and thirty-* 
fix wounded. On the following morning anothier French frigate, 
the Pallas, of thirty-two guiis, and two hundred and twenty men^ 
which was alfo difcovered reconnoitring, was conducted into the 
fleet, and in confeqiience of the hoftile procedure of the commanders 
of the Belle Poule and the Licome was with the lafk of thefe fhips 
fcnt into Plymouth. ' /; 

The feizure and detention of thefe fhips fumiffied the French with 
a pretence for charging the Britifh nation with Being the aggrcffors ia 
the' war: But when two nations are in fuch a ftate of enmity, that 
hoftilities muft neceflTarily enfue between them, it feems to be a mat- 
ter of little confeqiience by which of them the war is begun ; and 
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C H A P. on theprefcnt occafion the firft deliberate ad of hoftility had been in- 
Ui ^^~ ^1 difputably committed long ago by the court of France, in leaguing 
with the rebellious fubjedis of the crown of Great Britain, which 
would have juftified inftant vengeance on the part of the latter. 
But on this point the Britifh miniftry feem to have been peculiarly 
delicate ; for although admiral Keppel feized and detained two of 
the French king's frigates, for improper condud in one of their com- 
manders, he fuffered the peaceful merchantmen to pafs through his 
fleet unmolefted ; nor were letters of reprifal ifTued in Great Britain 
until fome time after they had been iffued by the court of France. 

By the feizure of thefe frigates, admiral Keppel obtdned fuch in* 
formation of the ftrength of the French fleet fitting out at Breft, as 
determined him to return into port and wait for a reinforcement. 
The fleet accordingly came to an anchor at St. Helen's on the twenty- 
feventh of June. Thither the firft lord of the admiralty immediate- 
ly repaired, to concert meafures for reinforcing the fleet j and with 
fiich expedition were thefe meafures executed, tl^at the admiral was 
again at fea by the middle of July, with an addition to his fleet of 
ten fliips of the line. It now confifted of thirty fhips of the line, 
one of them of the firft rate, fix of them of ninety guns, and the re- 
mainder of the third rate, which were formed into three divifions, 
the centre commanded by the admiral himfelf, and the other two 
divifions by vice-admirals fir Robert Harland and fir Hugh Pallifer. 
By this time the French fleet, under the command of the count 
d*Orvilliers, was alfo at fea, having left the harbour of Breft on the 
eighth of July; and no fooner 1iad it failed than general letters of 
reprifal againft the king of Great Britain and his fubjeds, grounded 
on the capture of the Pallas and Licorne, were ifliied by the court of 
Engagement France. The two fleets being thus at fea, in the fummer feafon, it 
FrCTcTand could uot be loug before they met. On the twenty-third of July, 
En|riahflecti. jj^ ^^ afternoon, they came in fight of each other, when the Britifh 

fleet 
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fleet happened to be much difperfed. A fignal fof forming the line C H A p. 

^ XXVII* 

was immediately thrown out; but night came on by the time the 
(hips were able to get into their proper ftations; and before the morn- 
ing the French fleet had obtained the weather-gage. For four days 
fiicceffively did the Britifli admiral, by. chafing to windward, endea- 
TOur to bring the French fleet to an engagement; but his leeward 
fituation rendered all his endeavours fruitlefs. Although the fleet 
of the count d'Orvilliers outnumbered that of admiral Keppel by two 
fliips of the line, and a much greater proportion of frigates, he never- 
thelefs carefully kept the advantage of the wind^ and with equal 
caution avoided an engagement. But on the morning, of the twenty- 
feventh, whilfl the Britifh fleet flill chafed to windward, endeavour^- 
ing to profit by a flight variation in its favour, a fudden fquall cime 
on, at the very inftant in which the French fleet was in the aft of 
performing an evolution, and fo very thick, that during its conti- 
nuance, the two fleets were concealed from the view of each others 
^hen the weather cleared up at the end of half an hour, it was per* 
ceived that the French fleet during the fquall had fallen to leeward,, 
tmd was now fonear the leading fliips in the, van of the Britifli fleet, 
commanded^ by fir Robert Harlandj^ as to begin- to *cann(made them, 
. At this inftant the fignal for battle was thrown out by the Britifk 
admiral; and an engagement, began between the two fleets as they 
paflfed on contrary tacks, and in oppofite diredions, which lafted 
about two hours. When the fleets had paflfed each other, and the 
firing had ceafed, the Britifli admiral wore,, his fliip to return upon 
the enemy, and threw out a fignal for* the reflrof hi? fleet- to follow 
his example, and foi^m the line ; but at this nioqti^nt, obferving that 
fome of his fliips, difabled in the engagement, had fallen to leeward, 
and were in dinger of being cut oflT by the enemy, he was in the 
firft place obliged to take meafures for their fafety. By the ma* 
nceuvres neceff^ry for this purpofe, and by the kngth of time r^ 

quiredi 
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C H A P. quired for repairing the damages fuftained by the ihips of the rear 
I— ■^— ...^^ divifion, under nr Hugh Pallifer, which had come laft out of the 
engagement, before they could be again brought into their ftations 
in the line, the day was fo far fpent, that the battle could not be re- 
newed that evening. In the mean time, the count d*OrvilUer$ 
ranged his fleet in order of battle to leeward, and put on every aj^ 
pearance as if he meant to wsdt the attack of the Britifh admiral in 
the morning ; but in the night he quitted his ftation, and (leered for 
the coaft of France, leaving three of his frigates to fliew lights at 
proper intervals, correfponding to the leading fhips of the three di- 
"vifions of his fleet, thereby to conceal his flight from the Britifh 
admiral. In the morning the French fleet was at fuch a diilance a$ 
fcarcely to be difcernible^r A fignal was made for chafing the fri- 
gates, but it was found impracticable to overtake them; and the 
fleet to which they belonged being ftill at a greater diflance, with 
the wind favourable for carrying it into port, a purfuit was deemed 
iifelefs. The Britifh admiral returned to Plymouth to repair the 
damage done to his fleet, and to land the wounded men ; and the 
count d^Orvilliers, after the adlion, made the beft of his way to the 
harbour of Breft, for a fimilar purpofe. The lofs of men on board 
the Britifh fleet in this day's engagement amounted to one hundred 
and thirty-three killed, and three hundred and feventy-threc wound- 
ed : What the lofs on the fid^ .of the French was, does not appear 
ever to have been made public ; but it is highly probable that it ww 
much greater, not only as a French fhip carries a greater number df 
men than a Britifh >fhip of equal force, but as the Britifh feamcn 
point their guns aWhe-huHi whilft the French feamen principally 
aim at the fails and rigging. 
Irrcconcilc- One Very unfortunate confequence which followed from this cn- 

•blcdiffcrcncc ^ - ^ . .rr 

between the gagement, was, an irreconcileable difference which it occafioned be- 
pcTand p^r tween the naval eommaddcr in chief and fir Hugh Pallifer, one of 

^- • hit 
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Ms vice-admirals, who commanded the rear divifion of the fleet on ^ Jt J^, **• 

die day of the engagement : A difference which, inflamed by the in- u— ir*^, 

difcreet zeal of the partifans on both fides, rofe to fuch a height, as had 

nearly created a fatal diflenfton in the naval fervice. At laft both 

tlfcc admirals were in their turn tried by a court-martial for their 

eondudl in this day^s engagement, and both were acquitted; the 

acquittal of the commander in chief being attended with circum- 

ftances particularly honourable. He was hot only fully and honotir- 

ably acquitted, but the charges againft him were by the fentence of 

the court-martial pronounced to be malicious. When the Hews of 

his acquittal reached London, very general illuminations, inftigated 

by his political partifans, toolr place for two fucceifivc nights ; and 

the thanks 6f both houfes of parliament were voted to him for his 

conduft. One member only, Mr. Sturt, haii the firmnefs (for many 

k was believed had the inclination), wiien the queftion was put for 

thanks to admiral Keppel, to fay, in a very, audible: and imprefEve 

lone of voice. No. But after all thefe teftimonies, fo honourable to 

the naval commander in chief, fo violently had this difpute been 

agitated in the daily publications, and fo confidently did the parti 

fans on each fide charge the other with criminal mifcondud or ne- 

gle^ft, that an opinion feems to have become rooted, and flill in a 

great meafure prevails, notwithftanding the acquittal of both the 

admirals, ftiat fd much was not done on the twentyrfeventh of July 

its might have been done. 

One happy circumftance attending admiral KeppePs engagement, 
wa^, that it took place at a critical time, when feveral Britifh fleets 
of homeward-bound merchantrngp^ were expeded in the channel : 
And as, after the engagement, the count d'Orvilliers was obliged to 
return into Breft to refit, it fortunately happened, that during this 
interval thefe fleets arrived in fafety. 

Both the French and Britifh fleets put to fea as foon as their da- 
mage was repaired 5 but they did not again meet during the prefent 
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year. By their reciprocal operations the trade of both countries Cu£^ 
fered a little ; but the balance of captures at the end of the year wa^ 
confiderably in favour of Great Britain* 
E^ft in^^s Whilft the Frendi, with almoft equal fuccefs, thus difputed the 
empire of the Tea in Europe, they had neariy loft all their poflellions 
in the Eaft* When a rupture was feen to be inevitable, fo expedl^ 
tiouily had the £ngliili £aft India company tranfmitted their orders^ 
and with fo much promptitude were thefe orders eixecuted^ that the 
war broke out in India almoft as foon as in Europe. Chanderna^ 
gore and all the fa^lxmes belonging to the French in Bengal^ at 
Yanaon, and Karical, with their fettlement at Maflulipatam^ were 
wrefted from them during the fummer ; and, in the month of Oc-^ 
tober, the town and fortref& of Pondicherry, the capital of the French 
poifeflions, and the feat of their government in India,, with an im» 
menfe train of artillery^ and a garrifon of three thouiand men, nine 
hundred of which were Eiuropeans,. after being invefted for two> 
months and ten days by an army under major-general Hedor Munro 
by land, and by a Squadron of fhips of war under commodore fir 
Edward Vernon by fea, was f^rrendered by capitulation. * And 
thus in lefs than four months from the commencement of hoftilities^ 
the French power in BengcJ,. and on the coaft of Coromandel, was* 
entirely annihilated*. 

But in the weftern^hemiijphere, to which we muft now again re- 
turn, the fuccels.of thefe two great contending powers,, in their al» 

* Artillery, Arms, AmmunlUoxi, and* Stores, taken at PondicbcrryKin ttc Etft Indies^ 

210 pieces oF iron ofdnance 60 wall pieces. 

58 pieces of brafa ditto. . 45 carbines* 

6 howftzers 556 piilols 

20 brafs mortars 93 a f words 

2 iron ditto So barrels guRpowd(^ 

tfi^a muftets 0708 Ihot of di£Emntfiz6B>. 
AfiS diflc-banrd pieccs^ 
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wreft from e 
was much more equally balanced* 



temate endeavours to wreft from each other their foreign poffeflions, ^^J^ ^ 



The French having been permitted by the treaty of Paris, in 1 763, anf in tkc 
to (hare in the Newfoundland fifliery^ which is juftly efteemed a 
moft beneficial fource of commerce j and being, by the fame treaty^ 
allowed during the fifhing feafon the temporary ufe of the two fmall 
iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, for the purpofe of curing their 
fifh, and preparing them for market j it was therefore thought to be 
an ohjc£l of fome importance to deprive them of thefe advantages 
fo foon as it was apparent that they no longer held themfelves bound 
by the treaty through which fuch privileges had been fecured to 
them. No fooner, therefore, had vice-admiral Montague, who com- 
manded on the Newfoundland ftation, received advices of the hoftik 
operations of the count d'Eftaing on the coaft of America, than he» 
in purfuance of orders previoufly tranfmitted to him from England, 
difpatched commodore Evans in the Romney, with a fquadron of 
ihips of war, having on board a party of artillery and two hundred 
marines, under the command of major Wemys, with orders to dif- 
poflefs the French of thefe two iflands, and deftroy their temporary 
fettlements* This fervice was performed without any difficulty^ 
The fquadron appeared in the road of St. Pierre on the fourteenth of 
September; and the French governor, being totally unprovided 
with the means of defence againft fuch a force, furrendered upon the 
firft fummons. The arms of the inhabitants, their fifhing veflcls, and 
furniture, with a confiderable quantity of oil, fifh, and fait, were deli* 
yeredup to the captors*; and the inhabitants themfelves, amounting 

• Arms, Ammunition, V^flels, Fifh, &c. taken at St. Pierre and Miquelon, in Newfoundland* 
1 73 mufkets, with bayonets and cartouch-boxcs 165 ihallops withotit <ieck« 

S3 fvrords 82 canoes 

X06 belts ^^^35 qHintals of fifti 

10 fhallops with iliifting decks 201 hogfheads of otl 

22 AitUt wkh fixed ditto 244 ditto of falu 

Mi to 
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to fomething more than two thoufand men, were fhlpped off for France. 
Every thing valuable, which could not be removed, was deftroyed ; 
and the French fettlOTients on thefe iflands were entirely laid wafte. 
In the fame month, and almoft with the fame eafe, the marquis de 
Bouille, governor of Martinique, the principal of the French wind- 
ward iflands in the Weft Indies, made himfelf mafter of the Britifh 
ifland of Dominica. The contiguous fituation of thefe two iflands, 
and the defencelefs ftate of the latter, rendered this^ an enterprife of 
little diflScuky. In the evening of the fixth of September, two 
thoufand men were embarked on board tranfports at Martinique, 
and with thefe, efcorted by four frigates and ten fmaller armed vef- 
fels, the marquis de Bouille, early in the morning of the feventh, 
appeared off the fouth end of Dominica. A detachment was im- 
mediately landed to attack fort Cachacrou, fituated upcrn a point of 
land jutting out inta the fea, round which the fleet muft pafs ta 
reach Rofeau, the capital of the ifland j and from the weaknefs of 
the garrifon, of which tl^ marquis de Bouille had been previoufly 
apprized, this fort became an eafy conqueft. The garrifon was foon 
overpowered ; and the fleet paffed round the point unmolefted. A 
general debarkation now took place at Point Michel j and as foon aa 
a landing was effected, the French troops marched on towards Ro- 
feau. The battery of Loubier e lay in their way, but it was evacu- 
ated as they approached, after the garrifon had expended all their 
ammunition. The regular troops in the ifland confifted only of s^ 
party of the royal artillery, and a detachment from the forty-eightb 
regiment. Thefe, with all the mititia which could be got together^ 
did not amount to five hundred men^ and it was foon. perceived thai 
their refiftance againft a force fo fiiperior,, could not long avail.. De- 
tachments of the French were already in poffeffion of the heights 
behind Rofeau ; their main body approached the. town from the 
placQ of their debarkatioa: The frigates, were advancing to batter 

the 
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the forts ; and preparations were making for an aflault. In this ^ j^^^^* 
critical jun&ure, a deputation from the council and principal inhabit- v,^ -x— "^ 
ants of the ifland fequefted the governor to call a council of war : 
Their requeft being complied with, and the opinion of the council 
of war being in favour of a capitulation, an offer for that purpofe 
was made by the governor, which was immediately accepted by the 
marquis de Bouille i and fuch liberal terms of capitulation were 
granted as fecured the inhabitants in the enjoyment of their pro^ 
perty, and of all the rights,, privileges, and immunities which they 
held under the Brrtifh government, with the further advantage of 
exporting their produce to whatever part of the world they thought 
fit, upon the payment of fiich duties as the inhahitsmts of the French 
Iflands had been accuftomed to pay in the iflands or in Europe. The 
inhabitants were even allowed to retain their arms, upon condition 
of not ferving againll France during the war. The garrifon of re- 
gular troops,, after marching out with all the honours of war, and 
depofiting their arms, were to be tranfported to Great Britain under 
the condition of not ferving againfl the king of France until they 
were exchanged* And as a particular mark of refpedt for governor 
Stuart, he was to be at liberty to go where he pleafed, and to continue 
in the fervice of his prince without reftraint. So haftily was this bufi- 
nefs fettled, that the capitulation for the furrender of the whol« 
ifland was figned, and the French put in poffeffion of Fort Young 
before night.. The marquis- de Bouille having thus made himfelf 
mafter of Dominica,, returned without delay to Martinique, leaving , 

fifteen hundred of his troops to garrifon the ifland. His return was. 
probably haftened by the riik which he incurred of being intercepted 
by admiral Barrington, who was then at Barbadoes, with a fleet of 
two fliips of the line and feveral frigates ; and the fame caufe may 
account for the facility with which he granted in the terms of capi^- 
tulation almoft every thing which was afkcd* 

Thi^. 
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^ XXVII '' "^^^^ Aidden and fuccefsful attack created an uniYcrfal alarm in all 
^— -v*''*^ the Englifti Weft India iflands. But the French force at Martinique 
was ftill infufficient for any diftant operation ; and fortunately be*- 
fore the arrival of the count d*Eftaing in the Weft India feas, the re- 
inforcement of fliips and troops whichi we have feen, failed front 
New York on the third of November, had reached Barbadoes, and 
joined admiral Barrington, who had been waiting there for fomc 
time in expcftation of that jundlion. 

The troops under general Grant being defigned for immediate 
t)fFenfive operations, were not difembarked : And on the twelfth of 
December, only two days after their arrival, admiral Barrington, 
with the whole fleet, left Barbadoes, and failed for the French ifland 
of St. Lucie, where he arrived the following day. The ifland of 
St. Lucie^ on the weft fide, is indented by three great bays, fepa>* 
rated from each other by narrow ridges of high and ftrong ground 
jutting out into the ocean. The moft northerly of thefe is called 
the Bay of Du Choque ; that in the middle, the Carenage Bay, at 
the head of which ftands Morne Fortune, the capital town of the 
ifland, and the feat of the government ; and the moft foutherly of 
thefe bays is called the Grand Cul Je Sac. It was this laft bay 
'which the Britifli fleet entered on the thirteenth of December. 
Brigadier-general, now fir William Meadows, with the fifth regi- 
ment, and the grenadiers and light-infantry of the army, which 
compofed the referve, being forthwith landed, forced the heights oa 
the north fide of the bay, occupied by the chevalier de Mecond, the 
governor, with the regular force which he had under him, and the 
militia of the ifland, and took pofleflTion of a battery of four guns which 
had annoyed the fleet as it entered the bay : And in the mean time 
brigadier-general Prefect was landed with five regiments, to fecure 
the other pofts round the bay, and to preferve a communication with 
the referve. On the following morning, the whole of the troops 
2 being 
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bang diicmbarked, and brigadier-general fir Henry Calder, with C HAP. 
four battalions, being left to guard the landing-place, to preferve a 
communication with the fleet, and to occupy the different pafles in the 
mountains on the fouth fide of the bay, the referve, under general Mea- 
dows, fupported by general Prefcot's brigade, advanced towards the 
head of the Carenage, and without meeting with any material ob- 
llru<aion, took poflefllon of the town of Morne Fortune, with the 
government houfe, hofpital, barracks, and all the ftores and maga-' 
zines belonging to the ifland; the governor having been obliged ta 
retire from pofl: to pofl: as the Britifh troops advanced. From 
Morne Fortune brigadier-general Meadows proceeded on to the im- 
portant poft called the Virgie, which commands the nonh fide of 
the Carenage harbour, and before the evening was in poffeiSon of 
all the different batteries and pods upon the neck of land which 
feparates the bay of the Carenage from that of Du Choque. Scarcely 
had this been accomplifhed, when the count d'Eftaing's fleet appeared 
in full view. That commander, upon his arrival at Martinique^ 
had been joined by a fleet of tranlports, with nine thoufand troops 
on board, and with thefe and his fuperior fleet he was elated with 
the hope of crufhing the fmall naval force under admiral Barrington,. 
and reducing mod of the windward Britifh iflands before admira£ 
Byron could come to their afliftance. With hopes thus fanguine, he 
failed from Martinique ; Barbadoes, St. Vincent's, Grenada, Tobago,, 
were all in their turn threatened with fubjedtion to his irrefiftible force. 
But the unexpected attack upon St. Lucie, information of which was 
conveyed to him by a veffel which efcaped from the ifland, and met 
him at fea,dirarranged all his fchemes, and for the prefent obliged him 
to give up his vifionary plans of conquefl:. The relief of that ifland 
was firft to be provided for ; and with his fuperiority of force he did 
not doubt of being able to accompiiih it. Thither, therefore, h6 di- 
refted his courfe^ and appeared in fight^ as we have already mentioned^ 

almofl: 
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almoft immediately after the Britifli troops had completed the circuit 
of tlie Carenage, and fecured the high grounds which command it 
on the north fide* He was yet unapprized of the extent of their 
progrefs; and on the following morning fleered with his whole 
fleet for the bay of the Carenage, fuppofmg it not to be poflefled by 
the Britilh troops ; but a battery which opened upon his fleet as it 
entered the bay, and ftruck hi^ own fhip the Languedoc, foon con- 
Tinced him of his miftake, and obliged him, after returning this falu- 
tation with a broadfide, to (land out to fea. 

: The count d'Eftaing, being thus difappointed in his attempt upon 
the Carenage, after difcovering by his movements fome degree o^ 
embarraflraent and hefitation, diredied his courfe towards the Grand 
Cul de Sac, where admiral Harrington, in expedtation of an attack, 
had already made a difpofition for repelling it. Never, perhaps, 
was a greater (lake committed to the defence of a force in appear- 
ance fo inadequate. Admiral Harrington, with only three fhips of 
the line, as many (hips of fifty guns, and the remaining part of his 
force confiding of frigates, was not only to defend himfelf againft 
twelve Ihips of the line, with a numerous train of frigates and 
American armed {hips and privateers, but alfo to protect a large fleet 
of tranfports, having on board the provifions, ammunition, ftores, 
and baggage of the army, which there had not yet been time to 
land ; and thus the fate of the army on fhore became implicated in 
that of the fleet. Yet fuch was the confidence of the oflScers of the 
fleet in each other, but above all, in the naval ability and experience 
of their firm and undaunted commander, that never was a defence 
undertaken with more alacrity, or greater hopes of fuccefe ; nor did 
the event difappoint their moft fanguine expeftations. During the 
night, and in the morning, the tranfports being warped into the 
bay, and the (hips of war Hationed without them, in a line acrofs 
the entrance, fo juft a difpofition of his very inferior force did the 
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Biitiih admiral make, that the count d'Eftaing was repulfed with 
lofs in two different attacks which he made during the day; the firft 
with ten of his largeft (hips, and the laft with his whole force. The ^^^'^ 
lofs fuftained by the Britifli fleet in thefe attacks, confided only of two 
men killed and eight wounded. One folitary trophy fell into the 
enemy's hands, a fingle tranfport, loaded with the baggage of fome 
oflScers of the army, which there had not been time to warp within 
the line of (hips of war. The count d'Eftaing being thus completely 
foiled in his naval operations, both at the Carenage and the Grand Cul 
de Sac, determined to difembark his troops, and try the eflfedt of an at- 
tack upon general Grant by land ; and on the following morning, 
after being joined by a frigate, which was feen (landing into his 
fleet, with a number of (ignals flying, he plied to windward beyond 
the Carenage Bay, and came to an anchor off Grofs Iflet. In the 
night, and during the following day, his troops were landed from 
the tranfports, which h^d anchoredl in the bay of Du Cboque ; and 
as the po(re(fion of the poft of the Vergie would have enabled his 
fleet to enter the Carenage with fafety, an attack upon that poft was 
the firft military operation that he projected. Two days before, the 
fafety of the Briti(h army depended upon the fuccefsful refiftance of 
the fleet ; and now the fafety of the fleet was in its turn to depend upon 
the exertions of the army: For(houldthe countd'EftaIng fucceedagainft 
general Grant by land, admiral Barrington could not long withftand 
a combined attack from his fuperior fleet by fea, and his batteries on 
fliore. The high grounds of the Vergie were occupied by brigadier- 
general Meadows, with the referve of the army ; and he prepared to 
defend them with a refolution fuitable to their importance, and the 
high expediations formed from his known gallantry, and the bravery of 
the itXcdi corps which he commanded. Every thing being in readinefs 
for the aflault, the French on the eighteenth of December advanced 
in three columns, led by the count d'Eftaing, the marquis de Bouillc, 
and the count Lovendahl. Thrice did they ru(h on to the attack, 
Vol. II. N and 
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XXVII. / ^^^ ^s often were they repulfed. In the emphatic language of ge- 

^ 'T"^ Deral Grant, " their two firft attacks were made with the impetuo- 

** fity of Frenchmen ; and they were repulfed with the determined 
** bravery of Britons." In the third attack they were foon broke^ 
and fled in confufion. General Meadows, although wounded early 
in the day, would not quit the field ; but on horfeback vifited every 
quarter where his prefence was neceflfary, and continued to give hig 
orders, notwithftanding the anguifh of his wound, until the triumph 
of the day was completed, in the final rout and difcomfiture of the 
French. In the different adions of this day, the French artillery 
which had been taken upon the ifland was turned againft themfelves> 
and did fatal execution. Four hundred were left dead on the field ; 
and, according to their own accounts, their wounded were nearly 
three times that number. The magnitude of their lofs, exceeding 
in number the whole of the Britifh troops which ^yere engaged, 
evinces the defperation and perfeverance with which the French 
made and fupported their attacks, and places far beyond the reach 
of praife the mafterly difpofition formed by general Meadows for 
the defence of his poft, and the bravery and firmnefs of the troops 
to whom that defence was entruftcd. The whole lofs of the Britifh 
troops amounted to one hundred and feventy-one : . Of thefe thirteen 
only were killed, one hundred and fifty wounded, and eight miff- 
ing. After this fevere defeat, the count d^Eflaing remained in- 
active until the twenty-eighth of December, in the night of which 
he reimbarked his troops, and on the following morning failed with 
his whole fleet to Martinique. Whilfl the French fleet was yet in 
fight, the chevalier de Micond offered to capitulate for the furrender 
of the ifland ; and although he was now deflitute of all hope of 
relief, and entirely at the mercy of the Britifh commanders, who 
might have infifl:ed on a furrender at difcretion, fuch liberal terms 
were granted as his deferted and defperate fituation gave him little 
reafoa to expcfl:* The governor and his garrifon were allowed to 
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march out of their polls with the honours of war, and to retain ^ ha p. 

their baggage ; and having delivered up their arms, were to be tranf- ( ^.^ ^ 

ported to Martinique, as prifoners of war, not to ferve in any mi- 
litary capacity until exchanged* The inhabitants, on delivering up 
their arms and taking the oath of allegiance to the king of Great 
Britain, were to be fecured in the pofleffion of their habitations and 
property, and in the exercife of their religion, to be governed ac- 
cording to the eftablifhed laws of the colony, and to be entitled to 
the fame protedion as Britifh fubjeds, and not to be obliged to bear 
arms againft the troops of the king of France. Thefe terms being 
grantedj all ftores of ammunition and provifions, and every thing 
in general belonging to the king of France, were to be faithfully 
accounted for, and delivered up to the Britifli commiffioners*. 

On the fixth of January 1779, admiral Byron's fleet, which had 1779. 
been fo long expedked, arrived at St. Lucie, juft eight days after the 
departure of the count d'Eftaing ; and had it not been detained in 
the harbour of Newport, at Rhode Ifland, by contrary winds and 
ftormy weather for fourteen days after it was ready to fail, it is pro- 
bable, either that the retreat of the count d'Eftaing to Martinique 
would have been cut off, or that a general engagement muft have 
been rifked in order to effeft it. But all the proceedings of admiral 
Byron had hitherto been marred by the oppofition of the elements; 
and even in his prefent paflTage from Rhode Ifland, the Fame, one of 
his fliips, was difmafl:ed. 

By his arrival the Britifli naval force in the Weft Indies became 
equal, if not fuperior, to that under count d'Eftaing, who was 
henceforward obliged to aft upon the defenfive, and flielter his fleet 

* Ordnance, Ammunition, Stores, Sec. taken at St. Lucie in December 1778. 
59 pieces of ordnance of different fizes 200 whole barrels corned powder 

5766 round (hot 333 mufkets 

407 langridge ditto i8»ico muiket cartridges filled with bfiD 
2899 cartridges for ordnance 2 cwt. s qra. muiket ball. 
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^ xxvTi^ within the bay of Fort Royal. So apprehenfive did he appear to 
be of the effeds of a general engagement, that for fix months to- 
gether he only ventured twice to put to fea ; and both times haftily 
returned as foon as the Britifh fleet was feen ftanding towards him. 
The iflands of Martinique and St. Lucie are fo near to each other, 
that the French fleet could fcarcely come out of Fort Royal Bay 
without being feen from St. Lucie; and fome fmall faft-failing vef- 
fels were alfo appointed to watch its motions. Frequent fquadrons 
were fent to cruife oflf the mouth of Fort Royal harbour, and, if 
pofliblc, provoke the count d'Eftaing to come out and rilk an en- 
gagement ; but no mortification of this fort could induce him to de- 
viate from his defenfive plan. Both fleets were reinforced during 
the winter; that of admiral Byron by a fquadron of fhips from 
England, under commodore Rowley, who had under his convoy a 
fleet of merchantmen for the Weft India iflands ; and that of count 
d'Eftaing by a fquadron from France, under the command of the 
count de Grafle : But notwithftanding this reinforcement, the count 
d'Eftaing ftill remained in the harbour of Fort Royal. 

When the feafpn arrived for the departure of the Weft India fleet 
of mcrchant-fliips for England, admiral Byron was obliged to quit 
his ftation, and put to fea, for the purpofe of enabling the £hip8 
from the different iflands to aflfemble with fafety at St. Chriftopher's, 
which was appointed to be the place of general rendezvous. Thither, 
therefore, he direded his courfe, having left St. Lucie on the fixth 
of June. The departure of the Britifli fleet for the protediion of 
the homeward-bound trade, was the fignal for the French to com- 
mence their operations. A force, confifting of four hundred and 
fifty men, under the command of the chevalier de Trolong du 
Romain, was embarked at Martinique, on board of four veflfels, 
and failed for the ifland of St. Vincent's, where they arrived on the 
twelfth of June. A landing was immediately eflfeded, and a com- 
munication opened with the Caribs, the original inhabitants of the 
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ifland, who yet retained the pofleflion of feme part of it. Between CHAP, 
-them and the .Britlfti fettlers a war had broke out fome few years v^ -,>- ^ 
before, which, after much bloodftied on both fides, terminated in ^^^^' 
the fubjugation of the former. But the Caribs, compelled to fubmit, 
were not reconciled : They ftill retained their ancient refentmjent. 
They confidered the Britifh fettlers as unjuft intruders upon their 
pofTeflions, and were ready to join the French as foon as they land- 
ed. The garrifon of the ifland confifted of feven companies of the 
Cxtieth regiment, amounting to four hundred and fixty-four men, 
rank and file, befides oflScers, under the command of lieutenant- 
colonel Etherington, as appears by a return of it made on the firft 
day of April in the prefent year ; but of thefe only three hundred , 

and fifty-feven were adtually effedlive, the refl being confined with 
(icknefs either in the barracks or hofpital. The French, joined by 
the Caribs, advanced againft Kingfton, the capital of the ifland, 
without meeting with any oppofition. On the . fixteenth of June 
they took pofl^eflion of the heights behind the town ; and on the 
fame day, without a mufket having been fired, the whole ifland 
was furrendered by Valentine Morris, efquire, the governor, with 
the confent of the commander of the garrifon, on terms fimilar to 
thofe which had been granted by the marquis de Bouille to the in- 
habitants and garrifon of Dominica. The eafy conqueft of St. Vin- 
cent's feems to have been the caufe of much furprife to general 
Grant, who commanded at St. Lucie : But although no fatisfadtory 
reafon has been yet given to the public, for this tame fubmifl[ion on 
the part of the civil governor, and the commander of the king's 
troops in St. Vincent's, unlefs the dread of the Caribs, whofe fero- 
city during the former war was ftill remembered, can be admitted 
to be fuch ; it is neverthelefs prefumable, that fuch reafons did exift, 
becaufe it is fcarcely credible, that a Britifli oflicer, bred in the army 
from his infancy, who had arrived at the rank of lieutenant-coloneU 

would 
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XXVII. would have confented to furrender his troops in this quiet and in- 
offenfivc manner, if there had been any reafonable hope of a fucceflP- 
ful refiftance. 

The ifland of St. Vincent having thus become an eafy conqueft, 
the count d'Eftaing, whofe fleet had by this time been increafed by 
another reinforcement of fhips under the command of monfieur de 
la Motte Piquet, failed from Martinique towards the end of June, 
to make an attack upon Grenada, during the abfence of admiral 
Byron. His fleet confided of thirty-four fhips of war, befides a 
number of tranfports carrying nine thoufand land forces. Of the 
fhips of war, twenty-fix were of the line, and the reft large frigates. 
With this formidable force he arrived at Grenada on the fecond of 
July. The fleet came to an anchor in the bay of Moliniere ; and 
the troops were immediately landed. Detachments from thefc, 
during the night, took pofleflion of fome heights in the vici-* 
nity of the town of St. George, the capital of the ifland, from 
which the count d'Eftaing, on the following day, was enabled to 
reconnoitre the defences of the place. Thefe confifted of a fort, and 
an intrenched hill, upon which the hofpital flood. This hill, which 
nearly commanded the fort, conftituted the principal defence of the 
place, being fteep and of diflScult afcent, and ftrengthened alfo with 
pallifadoes^ and fome lines of entrenchment. The whole regular 
force of the ifland did not exceed one hundred and fifty men, of 
t^hom twenty-four were artillery recruits, and the refl: belonging to 
the forty-eighth regiment : To thefe were joined about four hundred 
militia, confifting chiefly of French inhabitants, who had become 
fubjefts after the peace of 1763, and of people of colour; but ia 
the night after the landing of the French, fo many of the militia 
deferted, that the whole eflfediive force of the garrifon was reduced 
under three hundred men. To a fummons fent by the count 
d'Eftaing, demanding a furrender of the ifland, lord Macartney, the 
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governor, refolutely anfwered, that he was unacquainted with the ^ Ji^^r ^' 
force of the befiegers, but that he knew his own, and was deter- 
mined to defend himfelf as long as he could. The count ^'Eftaing 
had hoped that the difplay which he had made of the magnitude of 
his force, both by fea and land, would have induced the governor 
to capitulate, from a convidion that all oppofition would be fruit- 
lefs; but the anfwer which he now received announced an obftinate 
refiftance, from which the fiege, if carried on by regular approaches, 
might be protra6ted until the arrival of admiral Byron with the 
Britifh fleet. He therefore determined, after viewing the works^ 
to ftorm the lines upon the hofpital hill, whatever number of men 
it might coft him. A difpofition was accordingly made ; and the 
following night the lines were aflaulted in three different places, . 
the column which made the principal attack being commanded by the 
count d'Eftaing in perfon. The French were at firft repulfed, and 
fuffered feverely, not only from the fire of the garrifon, but from 
the guns of a fhip of war in the harbour, which enfiladed one of 
their columns. In the next attack, however, they were fuccefsful, 
forced the lines, notwithftanding a brave refiftance made by the gar- 
rifon, and gained the fummit of the hill. The cannon found on the 
hofpital hill were on the following morning turned againft the fort ; 
and the fort being commanded by the hill. Lord Macartney was 
reduced to the neceffity of fending a flag of truce with an offer of 
furrendering the ifland by capitulation. In anfwer to his flag, he 
was allowed only an hour and a half to propofe his terms ; and 
although thefe were got ready, and prefented in due time, they were 
inftantly and wholly rejedied by the count d'Eftaing, who, inftead of 
them, made propofals fo extraordinary and inadmiflSble, that the 
governor, with the confent of the principal inhabitants, rather 
than accept of them, agreed to furrender at difcretion ; and in this 
manner, on the fourth of July, the count d'Eftaing became pofleffed 
of the ifland of Grenada^ 
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In the mean time, admiral Byron, who had failed with the home- 
ward-bound fleet from St. Chriftopher's, on the fifteenth of June, 
after accompanying them a proper diftance, and appointing a con- 
voy to efcort them during the remainder of their paflage, returned 
with the reft of his fleet to his former ftation at St. Lucie, where, 
however, he did not arrive until the firft of July, having been for 
fome time retarded by a ftrong eafterly wind and lee-current, in his 
endeavours to weather the ifland of Martinique. At St. Lucie he 
was informed of the capture of St. Vincent's : And an arrangement 
for its recovery being inftantly made between him and general 
Grant, fo expeditioufly were the troops embarked, which were def- 
tined for this fervice, that the whole fleet failed on the third of July. 
In the paflTage to St. Vincent's, information was received that the 
count d'Efl:aing had left Martinique, and was gone to attack Gre- 
nada. This intelligence produced a change in the plan which had 
been pre-concerted between the admiral and the general ; and a de- 
termination was now made to proceed with all expedition to the 
relief of Grenada. Soon afterwards two vefl^els which had made 
their efcape, after the arrival of count d'Eftaing, and before the fur- 
render of the ifland, met the Britifli fleet ; and from the intelligence 
brought by them, the admiral was led to believe that the naval force 
at Grenada, under the count d'Eftaing, was inferior to his own : 
From the fame fource of intelligence he alfo learned that lord Mac- 
artney expefted to be able to hold out for a fortnight. Admiral 
Byron's fleet, exclufive of tranfports, confifted of twenty-one fliips 
of the line, and one frigate ; the count d'Eftaing's force was repre- 
fented to be between fourteen and nineteen fliips of the line ; and 
under the influence of this intelligence, which afterwards appeared 
to be erroneous, the admiral made his fubfequent arrangements for 
the attack of the French fleet. On the evening of the fifth of July 
the Britifli fleet being fo near that it muft neceflfarily be in fight of 
Grenada on the following morning, the fliips of war were drawn 
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from amongft the tranfports, and thefe were left to windward under ^ J^, A P. 
the care of rear-admiral Rowley jj^with three (hips of the line, who 
had, neverthelefs, orders to quit the tranfports and join the reft of 
the fleet whenever on the following morning a fignal for that pur- 
pofe fhould be made. The van divifion of the Britifh fleet was com- 
manded by admiral Harrington, in the Prince of Wales ; the centre 
divifion hy admiral Byron, in the Princefs Royal ; and the rear by 
admiral Hyde Parker, in the Conqueror. In this order they failed 
during the night ; and at dawn of day the following morning were 
in fight of Grenada and the French fleet. One of the count 
d'Eftaing's frigates had brought him intelligence, during the nighty 
of the approach of admiral Byron, and he, in confequence of this 
intelligence, had given orders for his fleet to get under way by day- 
light in the morning ; fo that when the French fleet was firft defcried 
by admiral Byron, part of it was already under fail, and the reft in 
a clufter getting under way as faft as they could, a fituation in which 
it was impofl[ible to afcertain their number. A fignal was imme- 
diately thrown out for a general chafe towards the quarter where 
the French fleet lay, another for rear-admiral Rowley to quit the 
tranfports and join, aijd foon afterwards a third for a clofe engage- 
ment ; the fliips to fall in and form the line as they got up. As the 
Britifli fleet bore down, that of the count d'Eftaing ftretched out 
from the land, and formed a line to leeward. Its great fuperiority 
was now perceptible ; but if in confequence of this difcovery any 
alteration had been neceflary in the difpofition of the Britifli fleet, 
it was now too late to make it, as feveral of the advanced fliips were 
already engaged. Admiral Barrington th the Prince of Wales, 
captain Sawyer in the Boyne, and captain Gardner in the Sultan, 
preflSng forward with that ardour which has at all times diftinguifli- 
ed the Britifli naval fervice, had foon clofed with the enemy's fleet, 
and brought it to action, bravely fuftaining their fpirited attack until 
they were joined by their companions. To iuccour thefe advanced 
Vol, IL O * fliips. 
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fhips, and, if poffible, to make the adtion decifive, the fame fignals 
were ftill continued. But it was not the count d'Eftaing's intention, 
notwithftanding the great fuperiority of his force, to rilk the fate of 
Grenada upon the uncertain iflue of a clofe engagement with an 
enemy, which, though inferior in number, was formidable enough 
to create apprehenfion ; he therefere kept his fleet at a cautious dif- 
tance, whenever the adtion had the appearance of becoming general, 
and clofed only when finglc fhips of the Britifli fleet, in confequence 
of their advanced fituation, were expofed to the fire of feveral of his 
own. His fhips, too, being cleaner than thofe of admiral Byron, 
he had it too much in his power to increafe or diminifh his diflancc 
as it fuited his purpofe ; whence it happened that fome of the Bri- 
tifh fhips were much difabled, whilfl others were little injured, and 
fome few not at all engaged. The three fhips already mentioned, 
which commenced the adion, fuflained confiderable damage, 
and lofl a number of men : The brave admiral Barrington was 
amongfl the wounded. The Grafton, captain CoUingwood, the 
Cornwall, captain Edwards, and the Lion, captain Cornwallis, hap*- 
pening during fome part of the adtion to be to leeward of the 
Britifh line, fuftained the whole fire of the French fleet as it paffed, 
and were greatly difabled ; as was the Monmouth, captain Fanfhawe^ 
who gallantly bore down to flop the van of the enemy, and bring 
them to clofe adion. The Britifh admiral feeing the difabled con- 
dition of fo many of his fhips, hauled down the fignal for chafe, 
tut continued that for clofe adion; keeping at the fame time to 
windward, and forming his line as well as circumflances would per- 
mit, to prevent the enemy from doubling upon him, and cutting 
him oflT from his tranfports, an intention which fome of their move- 
ments plainly indicated. The defign of the count d'Eflaing againfl: 
the tranfports being thus fruflrated, he tacked to the fouthward with 
his whole fleet about three in the afternoon. The Britifh admiral 
ioftantly did the fame^ that h^ might be ia readinefs to prote<2 the 
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Gtafton, Cornwall, and Lion, three of his difabled (hips, which ^J^xvii^' 
were far aftern, and the laft of them greatly to leeward. The Lion v..— v — ^ 
had loft fome of her mafts, and her fails and rigging were fo much ^'^^^^ 
cut to pieces that captain Cornwallis found it impoffible to beat to 
windward : As foon, therefore, as the French fleet had tacked, and 
appeared to ftand towards him, he bore away before the wind, and 
went with all the fail he could fet to the weftward. The other two 
fhips ftood for the Britifh fleet, and from the extreme caution of the 
count d^Eftaing, were fortunate enough to rejoin it : So ftudioufly 
did he avoid every thing which could lead to a clofe engagement, 
that he made no eflfort to intercept them, although it was apparently 
much in his power. Night at laft put an end to the action, th« 
French fleet being then about three miles to leeward. 

At the time when the Britifh fleet in the morning was neareft to 
the town of St. George, the white flag was feen flying on the fort 
and the diflferent batteries, an appearance which left no doubt in 
the mind of the Britifh admiral that the French were already in 
poflTeflion of the ifland ; and as in the prefent crippled ftate of his 
fleet nothing eflfedual could be done for recovering it, he fent orders 
in the evening to the tranfports to make the beft of their way to St% 
Chriftopher's, whilft he with the fhips of war fhould keep between 
them and the enemy. And the Monmouth, which had fufFered fo 
much as to ftand in need of immediate repair, was ordered to the 
fame place. As the French fleet was only three miles to leeward at the 
clofe of the engagement in the evening ; and as the count d'Eftaing 
during the aftion muft have clearly perceived his great fuperiority 
over the Britifh fleet in point of number ; admiral Byron expedted 
to have been attacked as foon as day-light appeared in the morning ; 
but in the morning the French fleet was not to be feen. It had return- 
ed during the night to Grenada: And as nothing farther could at pre- 
fent be attempted for the recovery of the ifland, the Britifh admiral fol- 
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CHAP. lowed the tranfports to St. Chriftopher's, in order to refit his difabled 
fhips. The Lion, which we have mentioned to have ftood to the 
weftward at the time when the French fleet tacked on the day of 
the engagement, was fo entirely difabled, that captain Cornwallis 
was obliged to bear away for Jamaica to get her damage repaired. 
In mafts, fails, and rigging, the damage done to the Britifh fleet wai 
great ; but in men the lofs of the French was beyond all comparifoft 
greater. Endeavours were ufed to conceal it ; but the beft accounts 
made it amount to one thoufand two hundred killed, including 
twenty-one oflScers, and nearly two thoufand wounded ; whereas the 
lofs on board the Britifh fleet amounted only to four officers and one 
hundred and ftventy-nine men killed, and the fame number of of* 
ficers and three hundred and forty-two men wounded *• 

• Return of killed and wounded on board Admiral Byron's Fleet, the 6th of July 17791 
in the Adlion with the French Fleet off Grenada. 
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The ifland of Grenada having been furrendered at dlfcretion, the ^ JL^.,^* 



governor, garrifon, and inhabitants, were fubjeded to the will of the 
conqueror, except fo far as the law of nations, independent of all 
pofitive ftipulation, itnpofed limits to his authority. But even thefe, 
it is faid, were fhamefuUy tranfgrefled ; and the inhabitants expe-* 
rienced all the rigorous oppreffion and feverity which flow from 
uncontrolled power, when exercifed by an unfeeling and unprin*^ 
cipled defpott 



1779. 



102 



HISTORY OF THE 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

General Alarm throughout the Brtti/h Wejl India IJlands^—Sluiet^d hj 
the Departure of Count d^EJlaing to Hi/paniola — ReduElioh ofSuU" 
bury in Georgia — Colonel CampbelVs Expedition to Augujla — Cir- 
cuit for the Encouragement of the Loyalifts performed by Colonel 
Hamilton-^ Colonel Hamilton quits Augujla and returns to Savannah-^ 
Attempt of General Lincoln to Jlraiten the Britijh S^uarters — Fruf 
trated by Colonel Prevojl — Unfuccefsful Attempt of General Prevoft 
on Charlejlown — General Prevojl retires from Charlejlown^ and 
takes Pojl at Johns IJland. 
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T^HE balance of conquefts in the Weft Indies was now greatly In 
favour of the French; St. Lucie, the only Britifh acquifition, be- 
ing but a poor recompence for the lofs of Dominica, St. Vincent's, 
and Grenada ; and the great fuperiority of the French fleet in that 
quarter threatened to make the balance ftill greater, and filled the 
inhabitants of the remaining Britifh Weft India pofleflions with general 
alarm and apprehenfion. But the approach of the hurricane feafon, 
added to the lofs of men in the laft adion, fet bounds for the pre- 
fent to the ambitious projects of the count d'Eftaing. After remain* 
ing fome time at Grenada, for the purpofe of fettling the govern- 
ment, he failed vrlth his fleet for Cape Francois, in Hifpaniola. And 
here we ftiall leave him, in order to refume the relation of fuch 
events as happened on the American continent fince the commence- 
ment of the prefent yean 
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The rigour of ^yinter fufpended all military operations between CHAP, 
the two great armies in the province of New York, until the return u -v>*i.> 
of fpring; but in the more foutherly climate of Georgia, the winter Evcnts^nthe 
is the propereft feafon for adion, and in this laft province it may be ^^ ^^{i 
remembered that lieutenant-colonel Campbell began his vidorious ^^^^ 
career as late as the end of December. We left him, after he had 
defeated the provincials, and driven them acrofs the Savannah into 
South Carolina, receiving the inhabitants of Georgia under the pro:* 
tedion of Great Britain, forming them into military corps for their 
own defence, and framing other regulations for the future peace and 
fecurity of the province. He had alfo projeded, and was making 
preparations for proceeding on an expedition up the Savannah to 
Augufta, the principal town in the interior part of the province, as 
foon as the arrival of general Prevoft fliould cnaWe him to under- 
take it. That general had met with many difficulties and delays 
in his march towards Georgia, from the want of horfes and carriages 
to tranfport his artillery, ammunition, baggage, and provifions. Thefe 
were carried in open boats, through the different inland water- 
courfes, with which the fea-coaft of Eaft Florida, as well as Geor- 
gia and theCarolinas, every-where abounds ; and the boats were fre- 
quently obliged to make large circuits, in order to avoid the enemy's 
gallies. During thefe circuits the troops, for want of other pro- 
tifions, were fometimes obliged to fubfift for feveral days? together 
on oyfters, which the inlets from the fea fortunately afForded. At 
laft, however, they penetrated into Georgia, and reached Sunbury 
about the beginning of January, the fort of which they immediately 
inverted, being the only place, of ftrength remaining in the poffef- 
fion of the Americans in the lower parts of the province. Lieute- 
nant-colonel Prevoft, the brother of the general, by making a forced 
march with part of the troops, had previoufly furrounded it to pre- 
\ent the garrifon from efcaping, the. commander of which, at firil 
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CHAP. £eemed determioedto make aa obitinaterefiftance; but afiertrenches 
w^ % — ^ were opened^ and fome pieces of anillery had been brought up, hq 
Rcduafon of thought fit, on the ninth of January, to furrender the fort at difcre* 
Ccoreil "* ^^^^j ^^^^ upwards of forty pieces of ordnance, and a confiderablc 
quantity of ^mnpiunition^; an acquifition made with th^ lofs of only 
one man killed and three wounded. The lofs of the garrifon in 
killed and wounded was equally inconfiderable ; but the furvivors, 
^mounting to two hundred and twelve, were made prifoners of war* 
General Prevoft, after the redudion of Sunbury, proceeded to Sa-^ 
Vannah, where he arrived about the middle of January ; and as foon 
afterwards as the neceflary arrangements were completed, lieutenant- 
colonel Campbell kt out on his expedition to Augufla. 

Ip war much depends upon the promptitude with which a com- 
mander feizes and improves thpie opportunities of adion that are 
prefented by fortuitous circumftances. This obfervation has been 
already exemplified in the condud: of lieutenant-colonel Campbell, 
on the day on which he defeated the American troops before Savan- 
nah, with fo little lofs on fak own fide ; and it is further verified by 
all the proceedings of this officer during his command. Had he not 
commenced his operations at ^the critical moment when he did com- 
mence them, without waiting for the jundtion of general Prevofl:, 
and had he not improved his firft fuccefs by rapidly purfuing the 
«nemy after their defeat, Until they were finally driven out o 

• Aitllkry, Stores, Sec. taken at Sanbuiy m Georgia, in January 17791 when the Fort w 

furrendercd to General PreYoft. 
24. pieces of brafs ordnance 3002 mufket cartridges, 500 carbine ditto 

1 brafs feven-inch mortar 150 mufket ball, 1,800 cwt. lead in pigs 

20 pieces of iron ordnance 38 powder barreb 

ft24 round (hot of different fises 400 muiket flints 

lOO cafe and grape (hot, 30 (hells, 50 hand X50 cartridge boxes, 72 pouches with pc 

grenades horns 

aSo mufkeu with bayonets, 1 2 rifles, 40 30 claw handfpikes with ladles, wad-I 
fiifees and carbbes, and 4 wall pieces- aad ^unges. 
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Ae pfovmce. It is probable that the conqueft of even the lower parts 
of Georgia, inftead of being efJefted in lefs than ten days, might have 
been a work not only of time, but of difficulty; as a large reinforce- 
ment was haftening towards it, which reached the northern banks of the 
Savannah juft in time to colled the fcattered remains of the American 
general How^s defeated army. 

The delegates from South Carolina and Georgiaj with a view to 
the conqueft of Eaft Florida, had folicited the congrefs to appoint 
general Lincoln to the command of the troops to the fouthward* 
That officer was the fecond in command in the army which captured 
general Burgoyne, a circumftance which of itfelf was fufficient 
to give him eclat. But his judicious^ brave, and fpirited condudi 
on the occafion, gave him ftill better pretenfions to fame^ and cn-» 
titled him, in the opinion of the Americans, to no fmall fliare in the 
glory of the atchievemettt. He was, in September of the laft year> 
appointed by congrefs to the command of the fouthem army, and 
arrived at Charleftown in South Carolina about the beginning of 
December. 

Long before Lincoln's afrival at Charleftown, geneftd Wafliing-^ 
ton, through his fpies at New York, had received intelligence of the 
Intended expedition againft Georgia ; and as foon as this informal 
tion was coriveyed to the fouthward, the provincial government o£ 
North Carolina, with a decifion which did them credit, embodied 
two thoufand of their militia to fenre for five months^ and without 
delay fent them on to Charleftown^ under the command of generals 
Afhe and Rutherford^ where they Were to be provided with arms* 
Thefe troops arrived in time at Charleftownlto have reached general 
How at Savannah before he Was attacked, had they been imme- 
diately fumifhed with arms* But the government of South Caro- 
lina refufed to fupply them^ until it was finally afcertained by 
the proceedings of the Britiiby that Georgia^ and not South Carolina^ 
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Sravni^' was the objed of their expedition,^ The reinforcement which we 

^1 -><■ ^ have already mentioned to have met general How, as foon as he. 
had crofled the Savannah, confifted of a detachment of thefe troops,, 
with two regular regiments, from Gharleftown, amounting in the. 
whole to nine hundred and fifty men ; and with thefe and the re- 
■ mains of the Georgia army, general Lincoln, on the third of Ja* 
nuary, eftablifhed his head^quarters at Puryfburg,, on the north fide: 
of the river, about fifteen miles above the town of Savannah. 

The inhabitants of feveral of the interior counties of North Caro- 
lina were kaown to be well affedted to the Britifli government. The 
expedition up the Savannah, the courfe of which led towards thefe 
inhabitants, had, therefore, a double obje<S, and was intended to open 
and eftablifh a communication with them, as well as to reduce the 

Colond remaining part of Georgia.. Augufta,.the fecond town in Georgia,. 
"J^^'j^ lies upon the fouthern bank of the river Savannah, and is diftant. 
ugufta ia g-Qjj^ ^^ fea-coaft about one hundred and fifty miles.. The previous 
arrangements neceflary for marching through fuch an extent of 
country, in many places thinly, and in fome not at all inhabited,, 
were fo well adjufted by lieutenant-colonel Campbell, that he met 
with few interruptions,, except fuch as arofe from the water-courfes. 
in his way, the bridges over which were in mod places deftroyed. . 
IJpQn his approach to Augufta, a body of provincials, . under the. 
command of brigadier-general Williamfon^ quitted, the town, . and. 
retreated acrofs the riven Here,, as well as at Savannah, the inha- 
bitants flocked in,, took the oath of allegiance,, and, for their own de- 
fence, were formed into companies,, under officers of their owa 

Circuit for choice. From Augufta lieutenant-colonel Hamilton of the North. 

mgcmw^of Carolina regiment was detached towards the frontiers of Georgia,. 

^^idh wit^ 'wo hundred infantry, mounted on horfeback, to encourage 

colond Ha^ fuch of the inhabitants as were attached to the Britifh government,, 
aad tQ difann the difafTe^ed. In his progrefs he foon difcovered 

tlxat^ 
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Ait, although many of the people came in to take the oath of alle- ^^^y^i^* 
^ance, the profeflions of a confiderable number were not to be de- u. - ^"^ J 
pended upon ; and that fome came in only for the purpofe of gain- 
ing information of his ftrength and future defigns. In various 
quarters he met \«^ith oppofitioii ; and all their places of ftrength 
held out until they wefe teduced. The redudion of moft of thefe 
was not, however, & Work of great difficulty, as they confided only 
6f ftockade forts, calculated for defence againft the Indians. At 
laft, having nearly completed his circuit, he was attacked by a colo- 
nel Pickens, with five hundred militia, who had marched againft 
him from the diftridl of Ninety-fix, in the province of South Caro* 
lina ; but the militia were foon repulfed and obliged to fly. The 
bodies of nine or ten who had been killed in the adtion were 
afterwards found in the woods covered with leaves j their wounded 
they carried oflf. During the progrefs of lieutenant-col'onel Hamil- 
ton, a number of loyalifts in the interior parts of NcJtth Carolina 
had embodied themfelves under a colonel Boyd, and attempted ta 
force their way into Georgia, and form a junction with the Britifh 
troops. It was to oppofe thefe, as well as to check colonel HaitiiU 
ton's progrefs, that colonel Pickens had aflembled his militia ; ixA 
finding that he could make no impreffion upon the latter, he turned 
his arms againft ihe loyalifts, who had by this time forced a pafTage 
acrofs the Savannah in the face of a detachment which he had left 
to oppofe them. He came up with them at Kettle Creek, and an 
engagement enfued, in which the loyalifts, after an obftinate refift- 
ance, were defeated with the lofs of their commander, colonel Boyd, 
and a confiderable number killed and wounded. About, three hun- 
dred of them, by keeping together, afterwards found means to join 
the Britifh army. The reft were difperfed, fome flying back to 
North Carolina, and others into South Carolina, where they threw 
themfelves upon the mercy of their countryman. Of thofe who 

P2 ^ fled 
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fled iftto South Carolina, feventy were tried and convi£led of trea* 
fon againft the new government, but five only were put to death* 

Lieutenant-colonel Campbell having received orders to retreat 
from Augufta, recalled the detachment from the frontiers, and about 
the middle of February retired down the Savannah by eafy marches 
until he reached Hudfon's Ferry, about twenty-four miles above 
Ebenezer, now the head-quarters of the army. At Hudfon's Ferry 
be left the advance of the army under the command of lieutenants 
colonel Prevoft, and returned to Savannah, to eftablifh fome civil 
regulations in the province, previous to his departure for England, 
which took place foon afterwards. 

The poft at Augufta was found too diftant to be fupported ; for 
as the Britifh troops extended themfelves along the fouthern banks 
of the Savannah, the provincials did the fame on the oppofite fide ; 
and general Lincoln, whofe force was every day increafing, had not 
only eftabliflied feveral pofts in force on the north fide of the river, 
but was alfo enabled to detach general Aihe, with one thoufand five 
hundred militia, and fome regular troops, to ftrengthen the provia* 
cial ipoA oppofite to Augufta, and to improve any opportunity which 
might offer for croffing the river, in order to ftraiten the Britifli 
qiiarters. General Afhe, upon his arrival at the poft oppofite to 
Augufta, found that town already evacuated by the Britifti troops, 
who had retired down the river : He therefore, in purfuance of hia 
orders, croffed the river, and followed them as far as Brier Creek, 
behind which he took poft, about thirteen miles above Hudfoa's 
Ferry. 

General Lincoln was now forming a plan in concert with general 
Aflie, for confining the Britifti troops within ftill narrower limits ; 
but before he could carry it into execution, lieutenant-<:olonel Pre* 
voft, with a detachment confifting of three grenadier companies of 
the fixtieth re^meat, fir James Baird's light-infantry, the fecond 
I batta*- 
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battalion of the feventy-firft re^ment, captain Ta'wea's provincial ^Yvvrrr*** 
troop of light dragoons^ and fome rangers and milida^ amounting in v— -^, ^ 
ri^ whole to nine hundred men, by making a circuit, and croffing 
Brier Creek fifteen miles above the place where general Afhe was 
encamped, found means to get into his rear unperceived ; and whilfi: 
major Macpherfon, with the firft battalion of the feventy-firft regi- 
ment, and fome irregulars, with two field-pieces, appeared- in front 
of the Americans, in order to draw their attention that way, they 
were on the third of March attacked in the oppofite quarter by lieu- fhiftnted by 
tenant-cdonel Preyoft, and totally routed and difperfed, with the yoftT^^^ 
lofs of feven pieces of cannon, feveral ftand of colours, almoft all 
their arms, and the whole of their ammunition and baggage. About 
one hundred and fifty of the enemy fell in the field of a^on and in 
the purfuit J twenty-feven officers, including brigadier-general Elbert, 
the fecond in command, with two hundred men, were made pri« 
fbners ; and a much greater number perifhed in the river endeavour- 
iag to make their efcape. Of thofe who did efcape, many returned 
home : And of the whole detachment under general Afhe, which 
was fuppofed to exceed two thoufand men, only four hundred and 
fifty rejoined general Lincoln. The lofs of the Britifh troops amount^ 
ed only to five private foldiers killed, and one officer and ten privates 
wounded. The plan of this furprife was well imagined, and the 
execution admirably conduced ; and both ferve to exhibit in a very 
fuperior point of view the military talents of lieutenant-colonel 
Prevoft. In confequence of this fignal vidory, the communication 
was again opened between the Britifh pofts and the frontier fettle* 
ments. 

In the mean time a new governor was eleded for South Carolina, 
and to him and his council were delegated powers almoft dictatorial 
for the defence of the province. In confequence of the rigorous 
exercife of thoie powers^ the army under general Lincoln was fooa 

after* 
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^xx^^t/' afterwards reinforced with a body of one thoufand militia ; and tlii« 
u ■^w^,^ reinforcement enabled him to refume his former defign of entering 
Georgia by the way of Augufta^ in order to interrupt the communis- 
cation which lieutenant-colonel Pfevoft's vidlory had opened : He 
bad alfo another powerful motive for marching towards that place 
at prefent, which was to protedt the provincial delegates for Geon- 
gia, who had agreed to meet and hold a convention at Augufta in 
the month of May, General Lincoln's force now amounted to 
five thoufand men ; Of thefe he left about one thoufand to garrifott 
Puryfburg and Black Swamp, the former of thefe places tinder the 
command of colonel Macintofh, and tire latter under general Moul* 
trie; and with the reft, on the twenty-third of April, he began his 
march up the Savannah, Five days after his departure general Pre* 
voft, with a view of obliging him to return, paffed over the greateft 
part of his army into South Carolina. The American pofts at 
Puryfburg and Black Swamp were immediately abandoned ; and ge-» 
neral Moultrie, unable to withftand the force to which he was op. 
pofed, retreated haftily towards Charleftown, deftroying all the 
bridges in his rear as he paffed them. Expreffes were immediately 
difpatched after general Lincoln ; but he concluded that the irrupt 
tion of the Britifh troops into South Carolina was only a feint to 
divert him from his principal objeft, and unmoved proceeded on 
his march, after detaching three hundred chofen troops to reinforce 
general Moultrie. The Britifh general's original intention was no 
other than what Lincoln fuppofed; but meeting with fcarcely any 
oppofition or impediment in his progrefs, except what arofe from 
the deflrudion of the bridges, and receiving at the fame time in- 
formation of the defencelefs flate of Charleflown on that fide on 
which he would approach it, he began to cherifh the hope of being 
able to reduce it before general Lincoln could come to its relief; 
' and the farther he advanced^ his e;cpe£tatio&8 became the more fan« 

guine, 
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gmire, m cofufcquence of the general fcope of the intelligence ^^^J^r^* 
received from the inhabitants of the province, who joined him on \>- -^— -^ 
his marchr 

At Charleftown all was buftle and confufion; and the infiabitants 
were for fome time in a ftate of the moft anxious fufpenfe, between 
the hope of being relieved by general Lincoln,, to whom ex- 
preffes were daily fent, and the fear of being attacked before his re- 
turn. Charleftown ftands upon a point of land between the rivers 
Afhley and Cooper, which uniting juft below it, and inclofmg the 
town between them, form a bay, opening into the fea, at the dis- 
tance of fome miles eaftward^ Towards the bay, and the rivers oa 
each iide^ batteries had been ereded, as in thefe quarters the towa 
was expofed to an attack from a naval force ;. but towards the land 
fide fcarcely any precautions had beea taken for its defence, as on 
(hat fide they had hitherto apprehended no danger. It was in this 
quarter, however,^that at prefent all their danger lay ; and the greateft 
efforts were made to put it into fome tolerable ftate of defence. The 
ilaves, with which South Carolina abounds, were now of the 
greateft ufe. The houfes in the fuburbs being burnt down, and an 
immenfe number df flaves being employed, lines and abbatis were, 
in a few days carried acrofs from Afliley to Cooper River, and can- 
non were mounted at proper intervals. Fort Johnfton, oa the fouth 
fide of the bay, as being at prefent of no ufe, was difmantled, and the 
garrifoo withdrawn to Charleftown. General Moultrie, with the 
remains of his retreating army, entered the town,, governor Rut- 
lege arrived with a body of militia from the interior country, and co- 
lonel Harris with the three hundred light troops detached by general 
Lincoln. Count Pulafki too, with l^s legion, crofled Cooper River 
to Charleftown the fame day on which it was invefted by general 
Prevoft. The arrival of thefe different reinforcements all nearly about 
the fame time^ infuf^d fome; fpirit into die inhabtCants^ and encon- 
... \\ ^^Z^^ 
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Styvttt^* f^ged tliem to ftand upon their defence. If numbers could ^ve 
Ui - ^ *- ^ them confidence, they had indeed every reafon toexped: fuccefe; as^ 
in confequence of thefe reinforcements, the garrifon exceeded ge* 
neral Prevoft's army in number by at lead one third. 

May- On the tenth of May, in the evening, the Britifli troops reached 

attempt of Afhley Ferry, and, having pafled the river, appeared before the lines 

foft^on ^^' at Charleftown on the following day, the remainder of which was 

Charlcftown, f^^^^ j^ Ikirmifties of little moment. On the twelfth the town was 

fummoncd to furrendcr ; and favourable terms of capitulation were 

offered, which however were rejedted. But as it was of confequencc 

to the garrifon and the people of the town to gain as much time 

as poffible, things were fo contrived that the whole day was (pent 

in fending and receiving meffages j in the courfe of which a pro- 

pofal was made on their part for the neutrality of the province during^ 

the war, and that at the end of the war its fate fhould be determined 

by the treaty of peace. But after various meffages and explana<« 

tions of this propofal, it was utterly rejeded by general Prcvoft; and 

the commiffioners from the town were told, that as the garrifon was 

in arms, they muft furrender as prifoncrs of war* This declaradoa 

put an end to the negotiation; and the inhabitants of the town now 

expeded nothing elfe than an affault. But on the following mom-» 

ing they were agreeably furprifcd when they found that the Britifh 

troops had been withdrawn during the nighty and had re-croffed 

Afhley Ferry. After taking a view of the lines at Charleftown, gc- 

neral Prevoft was convinced, that, although unfinifhed, they were 

not to be forced without fuch a lofs of men as he could not fpare* 

He alfo knew that the gatrifon, teinforeed as it had been^ was now 

more numerous than the troops which he had to lead againft it *j 

and that general Lincoln was by this time haftening to its relief 

* General 2tvuA!t bxot mi about ^400 nea } tbe garrifoo 3309^ todudiiig mHitfaw 

from 
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from the back country, with a force ftill greater. The British ge- C H a p. 
neral was therefore, at lad, prudent enough to retire, although with «:_ ,- Ir 
that lofs of credit which arifes from making an abortive attempt, the ^^^^ 
original defign of which appears to have been unwife, and the means 
ufed to accompiifh it incompetent and ineffeduak If general Pre- 
voft had not a fufficient force to maintain the poft at Augufta, and 
preferve the proper com nunications with it ; that force was ftill lefs 
adequate to gariifon Charleftown, even if he had taken it, and at 
the fame time preferve a communication with Georgia, or indeed 
leave a fufficient force for its defence. But if this confideration had 
been out of the queftion, he had not with him a train of artillery 
fufficient to cover an affault. 

The Britifh troops having crofled Afhley River, after foraging for 
fome days, retired towards the fea-coaft ; which, being interfe(9;ed 
by a chain of inland water-courfes, leading all the way to the Sa- 
vannah River, affi^rded them, in confequence of their fliipping, not 
only the eafieft, but the fafeft means of effeding their retreat to 
Georgia, and tranfporting their baggage, unmolefted. From the 
main land they pafled to James Ifland, and from thence to John's 
Ifland, where they took poft until the arrival of a fupply of am- 
munition, which had for fome time been expelled from New 
York. 

In the mean time general Lincoln had proceeded as far as Augufta, 
notwithftanding the intelligence he received of general Prevoft's 
irruption into South Carolina. But whilft he remained at this place, • 
the daily exprefles which arrived from Charleftown, with informa- 
tion of the rapid progrefs of the Britiflx troops, foon convinced him 
that fomething more was now intended by this irruption, than a 
mere feint : And after eftabliftiing a poft at Augufta, and march- 
ing for three days down the fouth fide of the river Savannah, a 
route which was preferred, as the diftaace was nearly the fame, for 

Vol. XL Q^ the 
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^xxvni^' the pUrpofe of difplaying his force, and reanimating the almoft de*- 
V— ■>(- ^ fponding hopes of fuch of the inhabitants of Georgia as were ftil) 
attached to the American caufe, he re-crofled the Savannah, and re- 
turned with hafty marches towards Charleftown, until he reached 
Dorchefter, at the entrance of what is called Charleftown Neck ; 
and here he eftabliflied his head-quarters, until the Britifh troops, 
retired from Alhley Feny towards the fea-coaft* 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

General Prevojl departs from Jobrfs IJland to Savannah— Succeeded 
in the Command at Johns IJland by Lieutenant Colonel Maitland—^ 
Britijh Troops under Colonel Maitland attacked by General Lincoln 
^^Tbe Americans repulfed — General Prevojl having ejlablijhed a 
Pojl in the IJland of Port Royaly retires with the rejl of the Army 
to Georgicu 

TOHN's Ifland, of which general Prevoft had taken pofTefiioni is CHAP, 
feparated from the main land by an inlet to which has been given \_ ^-'_,« 
the name of Stono River; and the communication between the one '"'* 
and the other is preferved by a ferry. Upon the main land, at this 
ferry, a poft was eftabliftied, as well for the fecurity of the ifland as 
for the protedion of the Britifh foraging parties; which was 
thought of fo much confequence, that for fome time the garrifon 
confifted of fifteen hundred men under the command of lieutenant- 
colonel Prevoft. For the defence of this poft in front, three re- 
doubts were thrown up, which were joined by lines of communica- 
tion ; and its rear was covered by Stono Inlet, acrofs which, to 
John's Ifland, a kind of bridge was formed by the numerous floops, 
fchooners, and other fmaller vefTels that attended the army. 

Although it was neither the intereft nor inclination of Lincoln to 
riique a general engagement v/ith the Britilh treops, it was obvi- 
oufly his wifti to attack their out-pofts, and cut them off in detail. 
With this view, on the fourth of June, he appeared witli his army 
in front of the poft at Stono Ferry ; but, after viewing the lines, 

C^2 thought 
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CHAP, thought proper to retire. Not long afterwards, on the fixteenth of 
Ui -V— -/ June, lieutenant-colonel Prevoft departed for Savannah, carrying 
General^' with him the grenadiers of the fixtieth regiment, and all the veflels 
partTfrom ^hich had formed the bridge of communication except an armed 
John's ifland Q^^^ capable of containing twenty men. About this time it feems 
Is fucceeded to have been determined to evacuate the poft ; and upon lieutenant- 
mand at colonel Maitland, who at Prevoft's departure was appointed to fuc- 
bylieuten^t- '^^^^ ^™ ^^^ ^^^ command, devolved the • care of conduding that 
^lonclMait- fervice which the injudicious condud; of his predeceffor, in carrying 
away the veflels that preferved the communication with John's 
Ifland, had rendered both diflicult and dangerous. But every thing 
was done which could be expected from the zeal, ability, and expe- 
rience of this diftinguiflied officer. The feventeenth, eighteenth, 
and nineteenth days of June were employed in tranfporting acrofs 
the inlet the fick and, wounded, the negroes and Indians, with the 
baggage and horfes belonging to the garrifon, and in deftroying all 
unneceflfary huts and buildings, and putting the poft in a proper ftate 
of defence againft: a fudden attack. Such precautionary meafures 
had become the more neceffary in confequence of the prefent feeble 
ftate of the garrifon, which confifted of the firft battalion of the 
feventy-firft regiment, much weakened and reduced in its numbers, 
part of a HeflSan regiment, part of the North and South Carolina 
regiments of provincials, and a detachment of artillery, the whole 
not much exceeding five hundred men, really effedtive, and fit for 
duty. The weak ftate of the garrifon, which was not unknown to 
general Lincoln, tempted him to renew his defign of cutting it off; 
and on the twentieth of June he advanced againft it with a force con- 
fifting of two brigades of continental troops, a corps of light-infan- 
try, feveral regiments of North and South Carolina militia, and a 
detachment of artillery with eight pieces of cannon, the whole efti- 
mated by general Prevoft^ in his oflicial letter, at five thoufand men. 
1 An 
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An attack made upon the Britifh plcquets advanced a conridcrable ^ HA P. 
diftance in front of the works, about fcvcii la the morning, which < — '-.,——/ 
was attended with a fmart firing of muiketry, gave the firft alarm to 
lieutenant-colonel Maitland. The garrifon was immediately ordered Britifhtroops 
under arms, and two companies of the feventy-firft: regiment, under MuitLnd at- 
the command of captain Campbell, were fent out on the right to feel neralLincoln. 
the ftrength of the enemy. The highlanders are not the beft quali- 
fied for fuch a fervice : Their impetuofity is apt to hurry them on too 
far, and their obftinate bravery indifpofes them to retreat until it is 
often too late ; and fo it happened on the prefent occafion. This 
detachment had proceeded only a little more than a quarter of a 
mile when it fell in with the left wing of the provincial army already- 
formed: An engagement immediately commenced, which wasfo ob- 
ftinately maintained by the highlanders againft fo great a fuperiority 
of force, that they did not retreat until all their officers were either 
killed or wounded ; and of the two companies, oiily eleven men were 
able to make good their retreat. The whole provincial line now 
advanced within three hundred yards of the works, and a general 
engagement began with cannon and mulketry, which was fupported 
by the provincials with more than ufual firmnefs. The fierce at- 
tack made by the highlanders upon their left, inftead of intimidating, 
feemed to have animated them to copy their brave example. A re- 
giment of Heffians on the left of the Britifli line unfortunately gave 
way, and the provincials preffing forward, had already reached the 
abbatis of the works. At this critical jundure a judicious and rapid 
movement of part of the feventy-firft regiment, which wasordered from 
the right to the left of the Britifli line, flopped the progrefs of the Ame- 
ricans, and reflored the fortune of the day. By the great exertions The Amen- 
of lieutenant-colonel Maitland, and the officers in general, the Hef- 
fians were rallied and again brought into adion. The provincials 
were, *in their turn, now obliged to retreat j but they retreated in 

good 
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C ;?xix ^^ ^^^^ order, carrying with them fome of their killed and all their 

V /— ^ wounded. The horfes belonging to the garrifon had, in the view 

of its evacuation, been tranfport^d to John's Ifland before the day 
of the attack, fo that no purfuit could be made. The whole lofs 
of the Britifh troops in this day's aftion amounted to one hundred 
and twenty-nine : Of thefe, three officers and twenty-three men 
were killed, and ten officers and ninety-three men wounded, one 
only being miffing. The lofs of the provincials docs not appear 
«ver to have been publifhed, and perhaps never was fully afcertained. 
A lift of tlieir killed and wounded officers, however, has been pub- 
lifhed, amounting to twenty-fix, juft double the number of Britifli 
officers who were killed or wounded : And if we fuppofe the lofs 
of men in proportion to officers, to have been nearly the fame on 
both fides, we fhall have reafon to conclude, that the whole lofs of 
the provincials in killed and wounded did not much fall fliort of 
three hundred men. The greateft praife was due to lieutenant- 
colonel Maitland for the fiiccefsful defence of his poft, with a handful 
of men, againft a force fo fuperior, in which he was bravely fupport- 
ed by all the officers of the garrifon. Lieutenant-colonel Hamilton 
of the. North Carolina regiment, and majors M'Arthur, Frafer, and 
Skelly, in a particular manner diftinguifhed themfelves. The ar- 
tillery was moft excellently ferved, and did great execution under 
the diredion of captain Fairlamb, and lieutenants Wilfon and Wal- 
lace, all of whom were wounded, and the latter fo feverely, that he 
died a few days after. It would be endlefs to point out the merits 
of all who were entitled to praife ; but the fingular gallantry of an 
action performed by captain MoncriefF of the engineers in the fight 
of both armies cannot be omitted. That officer was on John's 
Ifland with the troops under general Prevoft at the commencement 
of the adion ; but as foon as the firing was heard, he rode in all 
hafte to Stono Ferry, and croffing over, contributed by his diflin- 

guiflied 
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guiffied fervices, during the remainder of the aftlon, to the fuccefs ^ ,^ ^ ^^ 

of the day. With twenty men only he fallied out in the face of ^ ^ — ^ 

the whole provincial army, took an ammunition waggon, and 
brought it fafe within the lines. This was a moft feafonable fupply 
of what was greatly wanted ; for fuch was the fcarcity of ammuni- 
tion in the Britifh garrifon, that the laft charges were in the guns 
when the provincials gave way. The troops on John's Ifland were 
put in motion by general Prevofl: as foon as he received intelligence 
of the attack, but they did not arrive at Stono Ferry in time to 
take any part in the adlion. The appearance of a reinforcement 
coming to the afliftance of the garrifon, might, neverthelefs, have 
contributed to damp the ardour of the Americans and haften their 
repulfe. 

The militia under general Lincoln were dlfheaitened by this un- 
fuccefsful attack; and the greateft part of them foon afterwards quit- 
ted the army and returned home. The Britifh troops were no far- 
ther molefted : The poft at Stono Ferry was evacuated ; and the 
army retiring along the fea-coaft, pafled from ifland to ifland until 
it reached Beaufort in the ifland of Port Royal. At Beaufort gene- Oencral Pre- 
ral Prevoft eftabliftied a pofl:, the garrifon of which he left under the eflablifiicd a 
command of lieutenant-colonel Maitland, and returned with the rcfl: fnandofPort 
of the army to Georgia ; that the troops might refl: during the hot and ^-^P^'u^^**^^^ 
fickly feafon, which in this fouthern province prevents the operations «^ t^»e army 
of an army as effedtually, as the rigour of winter does in a more 
northerly climate. For the fame reafon the American army retired 
to Sheldon; and nothing of any confequence was attempted by 
cither during the months of July and Auguft:. 

The only real advantage gained by this irruption into South Ca- 
rolina, was a fupply of provifions for the troops, the want of which 
had begun to be felt in Georgia, and the eftablifliing a poft at Beau- 
fort* But the American accounts have charged the army under 

general 
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CHAP. 
XXIX. 

I779, 



general Prevoft with gaining other advantages not of fo honourable 
a kind, and with fuch an appearance of truth, that a regard to im- 
partiality obliges us not to pafs them over unnoticed. By thefe 
accounts they have been charged with plundering the inhabitants 
indifcriminately, and enriching themfelves at their expence ; an im- 
putation, if true, of a moft difgraceful nature and ruinous tendency, 
not only to the army, but to the intereft of the Britifh nation ; as 
fuch a rapacious condudt muft have irritated the inhabitants in ge- 
neral againft the Britifh army, and alienated the attachment even 
of thofe who were the beft afie^ed to govemment» 
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CHAP. XXX. 

The Count d^miaing fets fail for the American Continent — and arrives 
on the Coajl of Georgia — Efforts Military and Naval for the Pre^ 
fervation of Savannah — Count d^ EJlaing fummons Savannah to fur-* 
render to the Arms of his Mojl Chrifiian Majejly— General Pre-- 
voji fuccoured by Colonel Maitland — ^e combined Armies of France 
and America beftege Savannah — attack the Britijh Lanes — repulfed 
with conftderableLofs — raife the Siege — The Campaign to the foutb^ 
ward of North America concluded — Campaign in other Parts of the 
American Continent f^ent in defultory Operations— Naval Opera^ 
tions of Sir George Collier. 

A L'tHOUGH general Prevoft had been obliged to retire from c H A P. 
Charleftown without reducing it, and although all the upper . ^^j^' ^ 
country of Georgia was now in the poffeffion of the Americans; yet ^V9- . 
fo long as the Britifh troops maintained a footing in the lower parts 
of that province, with a poft at Beaufort, the inhabitants of South 
Carolina were expofed to incurfions fimilar to that which we have 
already related, and could not be free from the moft uneafy appre- 
henfions* The poft at Beaufort in the ifland of Port Royal was 
fecure againft an attack fo long as the Britifh maintained their fupe^ 
riority by fea ; and fo long as that poft was maintained, general Lin« 
coin could not even occupy his former quarters at Puryfburg, with- 
out the danger of being inclofed between the Britifh troops at Sa^ 
vannah and thofe at Beaufort. On the other hand, if the Britilh 
Vol. IL J^ Joft 
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CHAP, loft their faperiority by fea, the feparadon of their force into two 
\- ■-,- ^ divifions would render each of them an eafier conqueft. Moved by* 
^^^^' fuch confiderations, Rutledge, the governor of South Carolina, Lin- 
coln, the commander of the fouthern army, and monfieur Plombard, 
the French conful at Cliarleftown, fcverally wrote letters to the 
count d'Eftaing, who by this time had arrived at Cape Francois, after 
the conqueft of Grenada. In thefe they repref^nted to him the ftate 
of affairs in the fouthern pro^^inces, and pointed out the advantages 
which might be expedted, fhould he, during the hurricane months 
iu the Weft Indies, vifit the American coaft with his fleet, and 
co-operate with general Lincoln in the recovery of Georgia. The 
count d'Eftaing, who had difcretionary orders from his court for 
fu£h a co-opetation, fluftied with his fuccefs at Grenada, indulged 
the ambitious but vain hope of being able, not only to fweep the 
American coaft with his fuperior fleet, but by ading in conjundion 
with the provincials to reduce the different pofts occupied by the 
Britifti troops within the limits of the revolted provinces, and there- 
by put an end to the war even during the pref^nt campaign. To 
a man who entertauied fuch vifionary projefls, the applications from 
South Carolina, with their propofals for co-operation, could not fail 
to be highly acceptable; and they met with his immediate concur- 
rence. Georgia, it was fuppofed, would be an eafy conqueft, and 
was, therefore, the fttteft for the commencement of his viftorious 
career. In compliance with the requifition which had been made 
Th€connt to him, the count d'Eftaing failed forthwith for the American con- 
fi?foS/''** tinent, proceeding by the windward paffage. Two fhips of the line, 
American ^'^jj x}axtt frigates. Were difpatched as foon as he had got through 
the windward paflfage, to announce his approach to the inhabitants 
andarrivcson of Charleftown; and with the reft of his fleet, confifling of twenty 
G^o^V ^ fl^ips of the line, two fhips of fifty guns, and eleven frigates, having 
>Sq>tcmbcr. jon boaid a confidcrable iand force, he arrived on the coaft of Georgia 

about 
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about the beginning of September. So fudden and unexpefted CHAP, 
was the count d*Eftaing's appearance on this part of the American ^^ -v-^.> 
coaft, that the Experiment of fifty guns, commanded by fir James '"^^^ 
Wallace, and two ftore-fliips under his convoy, unapprehenfive of 
danger, had the misfortune to fall in with the French fleet off the 
bar of Savannah river, and were of courfe taken, but not till after a. 
defperate refiftance made by the Experiment, although fhe had been 
previoufly difmafted in a ftorm. The Ariel of twenty-four guns^ 
which had been on a cruife off Charleftown bar, Ihared the fame 
fate. 

As foon as intelligence of the arrival of count d'Eftaing reached 
South Carolina, general Lincoln, with the force which he had thea 
with him, inftantly marched towards Georgia: Orders were alfo 
iflfued for aflfembling the militia^ who were, with all expedition, to 
follow general Lincoln j and veflTels of a proper draught of water 
were difpatched from Charleftown to affift in landing the French 
troops. 

It does not appear that the Britifh commanders In Georgia were 
apprifed of the arrival of count d'Eftaing until the fourth of Sep- 
tember, when his whole force, cohfifting of forty-one fail, was feen 
to the fouthward of Tybee plying to windward. Information was 
immediately fent to general Prevoft; in confequence of which» Effort» miBr- 
meafures were taken for increafing the fortifications at Savannah, and ^p^for^h*" 
putting the town in a proper pofture of defence. The garrifon prcfenratiow 
at Sunbury, under lieutenant-colonel Cruger, was withdrawn ;. and 
orders were difpatched to Beaufort for lieutenant-colonel Maitlaiid 
with the troops, and captain Chriftian of the navy> with the (hips 
and gallies under his conamand^ to repair in all bafte to Savannah. 

In the m^an time, captain Henry, who commanded the Britifh 
naval force in the river Savannah, was taking precautions as well for 
its fafety as for rendering it ferviceable in the defence of the towft 

Ra Th^ 
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^ XXX ^ *^^^^ leadings marks upon the fliore, which point out the cliannel te 
^s — <-— ^ fliips paffing the bar, were cut down ; and the fquadron under cap- 
tain Henry, which confided only of the Fowey, Rofe, Keppel armed 
brig, and Germaine provincial armed (hip, with fome gallies, was fo 
ftationed that it might retire with fafety towards the town of Savan- 
nah whenever future circumftances fhould render it expedient. 

The retreat of this fmall fquadron foon became a meafure of ab- 
folute neceffity. On the ninth of October the French fleet came to 
an anchor off the bar ; and as the line-of-battle fhips, from their 
great draught of water, could not pafs it, nor come near the fhorci 
the fmall coafting veffels fent from Charleftown were employed in 
receiving the troops from the French fliips, and landing them at 
Beaulieu in Oflabaw Sound, an inlet of the fca fome miles fouth <5f 
the mouth of the river Savannah, On the following day four 
French frigates entered the anchorage ground at Tybee, and render- 
ed it neceffary for the Britifli naval force to move up the river to 
Savannah. Upon its arrival the guns wer^ landed from the fhipsi 
and mounted on the batteries. The marines were incorporated 
with the grenadiers of the fixtieth regiment ; and the feamen were 
put on ftiore to affift in working the artillery. The Rofe, and Sar« 
^ vannah armed fliip, with four tranfports, were funk acrofs the chan- 
nel below the town, to prevent the French frigates from coming 
higher; and above itforai fmaller veffels were funk, and a boom wa« 
laid acrofs to prevent fire-rafts from being fent down. The Ger- 
maine armed brig alone retained her guns ; and flie was ftationed off 
Tamirawj above the town, to flank the right of the Britifli lines. 
Thefe difpofitions were made on the river, whilft on fliore the troopr, 
affifted by fome hundreds of negroes, were employed in ftrengthen*- 
ing the old, and cre<aing new works for the defence of the town. 

As foon as the debarkation of the French troops was completed 
the count d'£fl:aing marehed ag^nft Savannah, and without waiting 

for 



AMERICAN WAR. ui 

for a jtmaion with the American army, which was 6»ery Inftant CHAP, 
expected to come up, fummoned general Prevoft to furrender the ^_ ,-'_r 
town to the arms of his moft chriftian majefty, difplaying in his ^^^^ 
fummons, in terms bordering on extravagance, the magnitude of hit 
force, and the valour of hi« troops, who had fo lately ftormed the 
fortifications at Grenada, and in fo fhort a time atchieved the con- 
queft of that iflafid, and threatening to make general Prevoft anfwer^ 
able in his own perfon, fliould he, after this premonition, wilfully 
perfift in making a fruitlefs defence. This hafty proceeding of the 
count d*Eftaing, without waiting for generjal Lincoln, or joining the 
American ftates in the fummons for a furrender, had nearly created 
a difierence between him and his allies. By fome it was thought 
to be a plain indication that the French meant to conquer for them-« 
ielves ; but upon a remonftrance being afterwards made by general 
Lincoln, the count d^EIlaing gave fiich an explanatioa of his motives 
and intentions as was deemed fatisfa&ory. General Prevoft, ta 
whom it was of the utmoft importance to gain time^ returned a civil 
meflage to the count d^Eftadng, acknowledging the receipt of the 
fummons, and defiring twenty-^four hours to confider of an anfwerr 
and to prepare the term6 on which a furrender might be made,> 
&ould that be his ultimate determination^ The requeft was granted^ 
without any difficulty; the count d'Eftaing expedting nothing lefr 
than a furrender of the town at the expiration of the time fixed for 
an anfwer : But it was made with a very difFerent view by general 
Prevoft. He hoped that the troops under lieutenant-colonel Mait- 
land might arrive during the interval^ and in this hope he was not 
difappointed Hiat officer^ after ftruggling with difficulties dur&ig> 
feme part of his route, which, to a mind lefs deteiSmiiied} would 
Hxvt appeared infurmountable, arrived at Savannah before the ex- General Pr«r 
piration of the truce, with the beft part of his detachment, amount-' ^fby^^^IIlli 
lag: to about eight hoxxdred qicn; As the Frcndxwere in pdffeffidri: Maitiani. 
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of all the lipjver part of the river, he had ho other way left of effed^ 
ing a jundion with general Prevoft but by tranfporting his troops 
in boats through the marfhes by an inland water-courfe called Wall's 
Cut, which for two miles was fo flioal^ that the men, wading up to 
thieir middle, were obliged to drag the boats by main force through 
the mud. TTie refidue of the garrifon at Beaufort, which for want 
of a fufficient number of boats could not be tranfported, remained 
with the fhips and gallies under the command of captain Chriftian ; 
and their retreat being now cut off, they took a new pofition itk 
Callibogie Sound, where, by ereding batteries on the fhore, they 
made fuch a ftrong difpofition for defence, that neither the French 
nor Americans attempted to moleft them, during the fubfeqjLient fiege 
of Savannah. 

. The fafe arrival of fo confiderable a reioforcemettt, and that too 
of chofent troops, but above all, the prefence of the officer who com-^ 
manded them, in whofe zeal, ability, and military experience fa 
much confidence was defervedly placed by the army, infpired the 
garrifon of Savannah with new animation : An anfwer was return- 
ed to the count d'EMng, that the town would be defended to the 
laft extremity : The zeal and ardour of both the officers and mei^ 
vere, if poffible, increafed j and new defences were daily conftruG- 
ed under the judicious eye and mailerly dire^ion of that able en- 
^neer, captdin Moncrieff. 

After the arrival of general Lincoln vrith the American arm^^ 
feme time was required for landing and bringing up the heavy artillery 
from the fhips, which, on account of their diftance from the ihore, 
and a fcarcity of horfes and carriages, was a work of confiderable 
labour and difficulty* Retarded. by fuch impediments, the com^i 
bined armies of French and Americans did not begin to break ground 
for the purpofe of carrying on their approaches until the twenty- 
third of September^ nos were their batteries ready to open xmtil the 

fourth 
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fourth of the following month. During this interval, attempts were CHAP, 
made to interrupt their operations by two different forties ; the firft of * . -? 
which, under major Graham of the fixteenth regiment, reached the oaobcr. 
4ines of the enemy, and threw them into confufion; and when this '^^ «^oml>in- 

' ' ' ^ ***» cd armies of 

detachment retired, it was incautioufly purfued fo clofe to the Britifli ^"^"^5 *"^ 
lines, that the confederates in their retreat loft a great number of i^^g^ Saraa. 
men, by a well-direCled fire from the works. The other fortie 
under major M' Arthur, was fo artfully conduded^ that it produced 
a firing between the French and American camps* 

On the morning of the fourth of Oftober the batteries of the be- 
fiegers having opened with a difchargefrom fifty-three pieces of heavy- 
cannon and fourteen mortars, a requeft was made by general Pre- 
voft that the women and children might be permitted to leave the 
town and embark on board veffels in the river, which fhould be placed . 
under the protection of the count d'Eftaing, and wait the iffue of the 
fiege : But this propofal, dilated by humanity, was rejefted with 
infult. Fortunately, however, for the inhabitants as well as the gar- 
rifon, although an inceffant cannonade from fo many pieces of artiU 
lery, was continued from the fourth to the ninth of Odtober, lefs 
injury was done to the houfes in the town than might have been 
expefted; few lives were loft, and the defences were in no rcipeil 
materially damaged. 

The French troops landed from the (hips amounted to about five 
thoufand men, and no doubt being entertained amongft the Ameri- 
cans of the fail of Savannah, the milhia poiured in as to a certaia 
triumph, and joined general Lincoln in fuch numbers, that the com- 
bined armies, it is faid, amounted to more than ten thoufand men* 
The force in Savannah, under general Prevoft, did not exceed two 
thoufand five hundred of all forts, regulars, provincial corps, feamen, 
militia, and volunteers. But the difparity in numbers was in fome 
4legrec compcnfktcd ty the extraordinary zeal and ardour which 

animated 
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^ XXX ^* animated the befieged, from the commandeiT in chief dotkrn to the 
^— — M-*--i humble African, whofe inceflant and cheerful labours, in rearing 
thofe numerous defences which were completed with io much expo* 
dition as to aftonilh the befiegers, ought not to be forgotten in 4 
hiftory of this memorable fiege. When the French were firft land^* 
cd, not more than ten or twelve pieces of artillery appeared upon the 
fortifications at Sav^nah : But fo inceflfantly did the garrifon labour 
in ftrengthening and enlarging the old works, and in ereding new 
redoubts and batteries^ that before the conctufion of the (iege near 
one hundred pieces of cannon were mounted. 

The town of Savannah being fituated upon thefouthem bank of the 
river of that name, had two of its fides (ecured by natural boundaries^ 
one by the river behind it, and the other by a thick fwamp and 
woody morafs communicating with the river above the town* The 
other two fides were originally open towards the country^ which ia 
front of them for feveral miles was level and entirely cleared of 
wood: But they were by this time covered with artificial works^ 
the right and left being defended by redoubts, and the centre by 
feamen^s batteries in firont^ with impalements and traverfes thrown 
up behind to prote^ the troops from the fire of the befiegers ; and 
the whole extent of the works was fiirrounded ^th an aU)atis, The 
redoubts on the right towards the fwamp were three in number : 
That in the centre was garrifoned by two companies of militia, with 
the North Carolina regiment to fupport them, under the command 
of lieutenant-colonel HamiltcHi. C^tains Roworth and Wylie,. with 
the provincial corps of king's rangers^ were pofled in the redoubt 
on the right ; and captain Tawfe, with his corps of provincial dra-» 
goons difmounted^ in that on the left^ galled the Springhill Redoubt^ 
fupported by the South Carolina regiment. To the right of the 
whoje was a failora bs^tery of nine-pounders, covered by a company 
%£ the Bxitiih leg^oOt Wl^r the comman4 of captain Stewart; and 
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between the centre and Springhill redoubt, was another of thefe bat- 
teries, under the diredion of captain Manby, behind which were 
polled the grenadiers of the fixtieth regiment, under the command 
of lieutenant-colonel Glazier with the marines which had been 
landed from the (hips of war. And the whole of this force on the 
right of the lines was under the command of lieutenant-colonel 
Maitland, On the left of the lines were two redoubts ftrongly 
confhruded with a mafly frame-work of green fpongy wood filled 
up with fand and mounted with heavy cannon, one of them com- 
manded by lieutenant-colonel Cruger^ and the other by major Wright^, 
having under him the Georgia loyalifts. Behind the impalements 
and traverfes in the centre of the works were polled the two batta- 
lions of the feventy-firft regiment, two regiments of Heffians, the 
New York volunteers, a battalion of Skinners brigade, one of Delan- 
€ey's,andthe light-infantry of the army under the command of major 
Graham ; all which corps were ready to a<St as circumftances fliould 
require, and to fupport any p^t ef the lines that might be attacked. 

Such was the flateof the works at Savannah, and fuch the pofition 
©f the troops for its defence, at the time when the count d'Eflaing^. 
grown impatient under the unexpeded refiftance which he had met 
with, refolved to difcontinue his regular approaches, and ftorm the 
Britilh entrenchments. He had already fpent more time before Sa- 
vannah, without having made any fenfible impreflion upon the gar- 
rifon, than he had afligned for the completion of the whole enter- 
prife. His fleet, lying at anchor in the open fea, was expofed to 
the danger of being driven oiF the coafi, at this late feafon o£ the 
year,' by tempeftuous weather, and leaving him and his troops be- 
hind: But this danger was nothing, compared to what might have 
been apprehended had the Britifh fleet followed him from the Weft 
IndieSj and made an attack upon his fhips whilfl they were weak- 
ened by the number of men and guns that had been landed for cariy- 
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CHAP. Jng on the fiege of Savannah. Thefe confiderations, the force of 
4.— m^^ -; which was heightened by a joint reprefentation from his naval 
officers, added to the natural impatience of temper which charac- 
terifed the count d'Eftaing, determined him to rifque an aflault 
under all its prefent difadvantages, rather than wafte longer time ia 
carrying on the fiege by regular approaches. To facilitate the fuc- 
cefs of the enterprife, an officer with five men, on the eighth of 
Odober, advanced under a heavy fire from the garrifon, and kin- 
dled the abbatis ; but the dampnefs of the air, and the moifture of 
the green wood of which the abbatis was compofed, foon extinguifhed 
the flames. 
^^^j^^ The morning of the ninth of Odober was fixed upon for 
making the aflault j and two feigned attacks by the militia were to 
draw the attention of the befieged to their centre and left, whilft a 
ftrong body of chofen troops from the combined armies fhould ad- 
vance on the right of the Britifh lines, and in two columns make 
the real attack. The principal of thefe columns was commanded 
Tjj the count d'Eftaing in perfon, affifted by general Lincoln, and 
was deftined to attack the Springhill redoubt in front, whilft the 
other column, commanded by count Dillon, fhould filently move 
along the edge of the fwamp, pafs the redoubts and batteries, and get 
into the rear of the Britifh lines. The troops which compofed thefe 
two columns confifted of three thoufand five hundred French, fix hun- 
dred provincial regulars, and three hundred and fifty of the Charlet- 
town militia, a number more than double that of the whole Britifh 
garrifon, and were in motion long before daylight. Fortunately the 
column commanded by count Dillon miftook its way, from the dark- 
nefs of the morning, and was entangled in the fwamp, ffom which 
it was unable to extricate itfelf until broad daylight appeared, and 
expofed it to the view of the garrifon and the fire from the Britifh 
i^atteries. This was fo hot, and fo well direded, that it was never 

able 
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able even to form, and far lefs, by penetrating into the rear of the CHAP. 
Britiih lines, to accomplifh its original objedi. In the mean time the l ,- *^ 
column led by the count d'Eftaing advanced againft the Springhill *''*" 
redoubt, juft as daylight appeared : And fuch was the darknefs of 
the morning, that it had approached very near before it was dif- 
cernible. But, as foon as it was difcovered, it became expofed to a 
continued blaze of mufquetry from the redoubt, and to a deftrudtive 
crofs fire from the adjoining batteries, which mowed down whole 
ranks of the allies as they advanced. From the numbers which fell> 
the head of the column was feveral times thrown into confufion 5 
but their places being inftantly fupplied by others, it ftill moved oa 
until it reached the redoubt, where the conteft became more fierce 
and defpcrate. The brave captjun Tawfe fell in defending the gate 
of his redoubt with his fword plunged in the body of the third 
enemy he had flain with his own hand, and a French and Americas 
ftandard were for an inftant planted upon the parapet* The conflidl 
for the pofleflion of the redoubt neverthelefs continued to be obfti- 
nately maintained on both fides, and the event remained in fufpenfe; 
when lieutenant-colonel Maitland, feizing the critical moment, or- 
dered the grenadiers of the fixtieth regiment, with the marines, to 
move forward and charge the enemy's column, already liaggering 
under the obftinate refiftance it had met with at the redoubt, the 
flaughter which had been made by the artillery from the different 
batteries, and now alfo from the Germaine armed brig* This well- 
timed movement decided the fate of the attack. The aflailants were RcpuHcJ 
repulfed, driven out of the ditch of the redoubt, and routed with dcraUc kik 
redoubled flaughter, leaving behind them, in killed and wounded, 
fix hundred and thirty-feven of the French troops, and two hun- 
dred and fixty-four of the Americans. No purfuit was ordered, be* 
caufe the befiegers, although they had fuffered greatly in the affault, 
were ftill three times npiore numerous than the garrifon; but in their 
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* ^ ^^ ^* fl^g^t* ^^ ^^ advancing, they were expofed to a heavy fert^firciji tic 

> I w^ Britilh artillery, which was well ferved under the diredion of iap- 

^^^^ tain Charlton. 
« In this aflault count Pulafki, who commanded an AmerkStti 

corps, received a mortal wound ; and the count d'Eftaing,. who. 

* was feen by the garrifon to behave with great gallantry, was 
wounded in two places, but in neither of them dangeroufly, 

- No good agreement, it has been £aid, fubfifted between the French 

V- and Americans from the commencement of the fiege ; and their mu- 

tual diflike was now increafed by their difappointment. After the 
^ aflault the French could no longer conceal their contempt for their 

, new allies; they ftyled them infurgents^ in common converfation, and 

■> even in written memorials. But the haughty demeanour of the count 

d'Eftaing towards the garrifon feems to have been foftened by his 
misfortunes : An apology was made for refufmg leave to the wo- 
^ men and children to retire to a place of fafety, the blame of which 

was laid upon the Americans, and an offer was now made for their 
accommodation. This offer came too late to be accepted, elpecially 
after a previous infulting refufal of what was now tendered ; and it 
was with great propriety rejedted by general Prevoft. 
^aifc the The iffue of the affault determined that of the fiege. The French 

and Americans kept poffeflion of their, lines only until the artillery 
and heavy baggage were withdrawn, and re-embarked on board the 
fleet. As foon as this was accomplifhed the fiege was raifed, and 
the allies feparated, the Americans retreating into South Carolina, 
and the French returning to their fhips ; on board which they had 
fcarcely embarked when their fleet was difperfed by a ftorm. The 
count d'Eftaing, with part of the fliips, returned to France, and the 
reft proceeded to the Weft Indies. 
1 Such was the termination of the fiege of Savannah, during which 

it is faid that the allied armies loft in killed^ wounded, and by de- 

iertion. 
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C HA P. unwholefome climate. He was attacked by it before he left Beaufort, 
u -,— ,; It gathered ftrength in his route through the marfhes to Savannah^ 

1770 

and, preying upon hijn during the fiege, foon afterwards put a 
period to the exiftence of this gallant officer ; whofe memory will 
be dear to Britons, fo long as manly fortitude, unftained honour, 
and highly-improved military talents, are held in eftimation. 
'^^ ^*"^th With the raifihg of the fiege of Savannah ended the campaign to 
fouthwardof the fouthward, which, although it clofed with an atchievemcnt fa 
rica con- honourable to the Britifh arms, was neverthelefs unprodudlive of 
thofe advantages which had been expedked at the commencement 
of it. 
Campaign in The Campaign in the other parts of America was fpent in deful- 
farts of the tory operations and partial expeditions, the objed of which feems 
ri«n conri^^" '^ ^^i^e been to diftradl the attention of the Americans by their mul- 
d^M^^^'^^*" tiplicity, and to weaken them by cutting off their refources, and de- 
opcrationa. ftroying their magazines of naval and military ftores. 
Naval opera- Admiral Gambler, who fucceeded lord Howe in the command of 
Collier^ the Britifh fleet on the Amenran i^uaft, was recalled in the ijpnng of 
the prefent year, and in the month of April refigned the command 
to fir George Collier. This brave and zealous officer, who now fuc- 
ceeded to the command of the Britifh navy in North America, had 
been employed on the Halifax flation from the commencement of 
the war. In the Rainbow of forty-four guns he made one of a con- 
voy which efcorted a fleet of tranfports with the firfl divifion of the 
Heffian troops, and a detachment of the guards, to America, in the 
year 1 776. This fleet arrived at Sandy Hook in Augufl of that 
year, a little before general Howe began his operations againfl the 
provincials ; and foon after^their defeat on Long Ifland fir George 
Collier received orders to repair to Halifax and take the command of 
his majefly's feips upon that important flation, in the room of 
commodore Arbuthnot, who wat recalled. On this ftation lie con^ 
t tinued 
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tinued until the fpring of the prefent year, and during the whole CHAP, 

time of his command diftinguifhed himfelf as a brave, zealous, adive, v ,^ ^ 

cnterprifing, and vigilant officer. The timely relief of Fort Cum- 
berland, at the head of the bay of Fundy, wrhich v^as invefted by 
the provincials from the eaftern parts of Maflachufets Bay, foon 
after his arrival at Halifax : The capture of the Hancock of thirty- 
four guns and two hundred and ninety men, commanded by 
commodore Manlcy, the largeft of a fleet of (hips of war which 
were fitted out at Bofton to annoy the trade on the coaft of 
Nova Scotia, and the Britifh fifhery on the Banks of Newfound- 
land : The driving off and difperfing the provincials, who in fmall 
veflels had a fecond time made a defcent near St. John's River in 
Nova Scotia ; and, at a fubfequent period, the deftrudtion of the pro- 
vifions, clothing, and military (lores, which with great pains they 
had coUedted at Machias, in the eaftern parts of MaflTachufets Bay, 
for accompli(hing their favourite object, the invafion of Nova Scotia; 
and in the deftrudtion of thefe ftores, the defeating the defigns of 
the Americans againft that province : The fcouring of the eaftern 
coafts of New England with his cruifers, keeping them in a conftant 
ftate of alarm, and taking their privateers, running up their rivers 
with his fliips, appearing before their towns and (hewing the prac- 
ticability of a bombardment in cafe their hoftile condufl: (hbuld de- 
mand fuch a punifhment, and thereby convincing them that it was 
their intereft to be quiet, and not farther moleft the peaceable inha- 
bitants of Nova Scotia: The number of prizes carried into Halifax, 
and of Briti(h veflels retaken from the enemy when they were upon 
the point of carrying them into their own ports : The trade of 
Nova Scotia proteded, and the fi(hery in the gut of Canfo fecured 
againft moleflation : Thefe are but a few of the many meritorious 
fervices performed by this officer during his command at Halifax, 
for which, on more thaa one occaflon, he received the thanks of 

the 
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the colony conveyed to him through the governor, council, and 
affembly* 

From fuch a line of ufeful and adive fervice fir George was called 
to New York to take the command of the Britifh fleet on the North 
American ffation ; and not long after his arrival an expedition to the 
Chefapeak in Virginia, was concerted between him and fir Henry 
Clinton, the commander in chief of the army. By the exports of 
tobacco from the Chefapeak, the credit of congrefs with foreign na- 
tions was principally, if not wholly, fupported ; and by the inland 
navigation of that bay large quantitiies of failed provifions, the pro- 
duce both of Virginia and. North Carolina, were conveyed to the 
middle colonies for the fubfiftence of the American army. The 
cflablifhment of a permanent poft in Virginia, in fuch a fituatidn as 
to obftrudt the commerce of the Chefapeak, botK foreign and do- 
meftic, was an obje£k of the utmoft importance : But the feeble 
ffate of the army would not admit of a fuflScient force to be de- 
tached for that purpofe. A defultory expedition- to interrupt the 
' commerce of the bay for a few weeks, and ta deftroy fuch maga- 
zines, whether of provifions, mcrchandife, or naval and military 
ftores, as were acceflible, was all the commander in chief]; under the 
prefent fituatibn of aflfairs, could confent to. A detachment frcwn 
the army, confiftrng of the grenadiers and light-infantry of the 
guards, the forty- fecond regiment, a regiment of HeflSans, and the 
royal volunteers of Ireland, wilh a detachment of artillery, amount- 
ing in the whole to one thoufand eight hundred men, under the 
command of brigadier-general Matthew, was afligned for this pur- 
pofe, and embarked on board tranfports. The commodore, in the 
Raifonable of fixty-four guns, attended by the Rainbow, Otter, 
Diligent, Haarlem floop, and Cbrnwallis galley, and fome private, 
veffels of war, undertook to convoy them, and to condud in perfon 
^ naval part of the expedition. The troops being embarked,, the 

fleets 
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Meet, with a favourable wind, paiTed the bar at Sandy Hook on the ^ HA P. 
fifth, and entered between the Capes of Virginia on the eighth of v,. '^^^^mji 
JMay. The Otter floop, with the privateers, was immediately fent 
up the Chefapeak, and the reft of the fleet, with the tranfports, oa 
the following morning proceeded to Hampton Road, a large bafon 
of water formed by the confluence of Elizabeth, Nanfemond, and 
James rivers. Spme miles above its mouth Elizabeth River is fe«> 
parated into two branches, one called the eaftem, and the other the 
weftem branch, and below the confluence of thefe branches, on. the 
eaftem fide, once flood Norfolk, the principal commercial town in 
Virginia! and oppofue to it, on the weftern fide, Portfmouth, a 
place of ibme trade, which» although not equal to Norfolk, was an«> 
nually increafing, and in time threatened to rival it.. A little above 
thefe, upon a point of land intervening between two of the 
branches of the river,^ was Gofport, where the government of Vir- 
ginia, fince the commencement of the war,, had eftablifhed a 
marine yard, and collefted an immenfe quantity of timber for fliip^ 
building. As a defence for this yard and the adjoining docks, they 
had with great labour and expence conftru£ted a fort upon the bank 
of the river, about half a mile below Portfmouth, which towards 
the water was already finiihed and mounted, with cannon ; the walls 
of which cOnfifted of an outward cafe of logs of timber ftrongly 
dove-tailed together, with the intermediate fpace filled up with, hard- 
rammed earth, being fourteen feet in height, and fifteen feet thick, 
s Portfmouth was the place which the commanders on this expedi- 
tion propofed to occupy ; and. the reduftion of the fort was of 
eourfe the firft thing to be attempted.. As the Raifonable, from her 
great draught of water, could proceed no higher than Hampton Road, 
the commodore fhifted his broad pennant on board the Renown4 
and on the morning of the thirteenth of Oftober the whole fleet, except 
the Raifonable, got under way, and entered the mouth of Elizabeth 
Vol.il T River. 
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River. The ebbing of thie tide foon obliged the ihipS to* Come m 
an anchor, but the troops being embarked on board the boats^ pro* 
ceeded, and efFeded a landing under cover of the Gomwallis gialley^ 
and fome gun-boats, about three miles below the fort, at a place 
called the Glebe, the firft divifion at two in the afternoon 
andthefecond before fun-fefc No oppofition was made to their 
landing, except an inefFe€tual cannonade from the fort, which was 
too diftant to do any mifchief* It was propofed that the troops 
fhould, on the following morning, ftorm the fort on the land 
fide, where the fortifications were yet unfinifhed, whilft the 
Rainbow fliould move up and batter it from the water : But a 
forward movement of the troops having been made that fame 
evening as foon as the fecood divifion had landed, the provincial 
garrifon, fearful of being furrounded, and having their retreat cut 
off, haftily evacuated the fort, leaving behind all the artillery, 
ammunition, baggage, and ftores. Such was their trepidation, that 
they did not even wait to flrike the American flag, but left it 
flying. General Matthew having thus eafily pofTefled himfelf of 
the fort, took a flxong pofition with the army between Portfmouth 
and the country, the right wing reaching to the fort, the left to 
the fouth branch of Elizabeth River, and the centre covered in front 
by an impenetrable fwamp. Detachments were fent to Norfolk and 
Gofportj and all the veflels in Elizabeth River, except fuch as 
were burnt by the provincials before their retreat, with an im- 
menfe quantity of naval and military fl:ores, merchandife, and 
provifions, were either taken or deftroyed by the Britifli troops. 
Detachments were alfo fent to Kemp's Landing, in Princefs Ann 
county, and to the town of Suffolk in Nanfemond county, and at 
each of thefe places, particulariy the latter, an immenfe quantity 
of provifions and (lores of all forts, with fome veflels richly ladeui 
were cither taken or deftroyed 

a The 
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The Otter floop, and the privateers which went up the Chefapeak, 
were alfo fuccefsful, and took a number of prizes. In the mean 
time the fort was demolifhed, and the marine yard burnt, with all 
the timber it contained, Thefe fervices being performed, the troops 
were re-embarked ; and the whole fleets with the prizes, having 
quitted Virginia, arrived at New York before the end of the month, 
having been abfent only twenty-four days. The damage done ta 
the piovinciak was aftoni(hingly great, and has been eftimated at 
half a nulUon fterling. The Americans themfeives, before their 
flight from Portfmouth, fet fire to a fhip of war of twenty-eight 
guns belonging to congrefs, and ready for launching; and alfo to 
two French merchantmen in the river, one loaded with bale-goods,, 
and the other with a thoufand hogflieads of tobacco. Befides thefe, 
dght other fhips of war, in difiereot forwardnefs upon the ftocks^ 
and feveral merchantmen, were burnt by the Britifh troops ; and,, 
cxclufively of all other loffes, the number of veflcls alone which 
were taken or -deftroyed) during this fhort e^ppdiUon, amounted t» 
me hundred and thirty^-fevent . 
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C H A P., XXXL 

JteduSion of twojlrong Pojls. (m\Hudfons RifOer-^.Expcditkn againfi 
ConncElicut— Ravages — Murnmrs in CoMtftkutT^otfStcncy Point 
Jtirprifcd by General Wayne — Stoney Point evacuateifby the Ame^ 
ricans — Again pojfejfed by the Britifb^^Britifb Settlement in Pe^ 
nob/cot — Attacked in vain by the Americans — Reinforcement brought 
Jto the Britijb Army by Admiral Arbuthnot^ wbofucceeds Sir George 
Colder in the Command of the Navy — American Incur/ions into the 
Country of the Indians-^hcurjions (f the Indians into the Amc^ 
irican Settlements^ 

^ XXXI ^' PREVIOUSLY to the arrival of the fleet from Virginia, fir Henry 
ii»,-.^ Qinton had made preparations for a:ttacking two ftrOng polls on 

I770 * 

May.' Hudfon's River, about fixty miles above New York, which the pro- 
vincials were then fortifying. Thefe were the important ppfts of 
Verplank's Neck and Stoney Point, on oppofite fides of the river, 
commanding the paflage at King's Ferry, which was the moft direfl: 
and convenient courfe of communication between the nprthern and 
middle colonies* To gain thefe pofts wa« an obje£t of fome confe- 
quence, as, by the iofs of them, die' prpvinciale, in order to main- 
tain an intercourfe between the provinces on the eaft and weft fides 
of Hudfon's River, would be obl^ed to make a circuit of more than 
fixty miles through the mountaid& A detachment from the army 
at New York was already embarked on board of tranljports, and 
thefe being joined by the tranfnpitt with the troops from Virginia, 
the whole, on the thirtieth of May, proceeded up the North River, 

under 
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wider the direftion of fir George Collier, who, as well as the torn- ^ HA P. 

mander in chief of the army, accompanied this expedition. The y ^.^ 

principal divifion of the army, under major-general Vaughan, was *'"* 
landed on the eaftern fide of the river, about feven miles below Fort 
Fayette, on Verplank's Neck, and the commander in chief, with the 
other, proceeded onward within three miles of Stoney Point, where, 
on the weftern fide of the river, that divifion was landed alfo. 
Stoney Point, by its high and commanding fituation, is a place of 
great natural ftrength ; but, as the works were yet unfinifhed, the 
provincials were afraid to rifque an affault, and quitted it as foon as 
the Britifh fleet appeared in view, having firft fet fire to a block- 
houfe which they were conftru<9:ing upon the fummit of the emi- 
nence. It was taken pofleffion of towards the evening, and fome 
heavy cannon and mortars were immediately landed from the fleet. 
Thefe were with much labour dragged up the hill during the night ; 
and fuch expedition was ufed under the dire<3:ion of major-general 
Pattifon, of the artillery, to whom this fervice was committed, that^^ 
by five the next morning, a battery of cannon and mortars from the, 
fummit of Stoney Point opened upon Fort Fayette on the oppofite fide^ 
of the river. Fort Fayette was a fmall but complete work, inclofed 
with pallifades, a double ditch, chevaux -de frize, and abbatis, and had 
a block-houfe in the centre, which was bomb-proof j but as it was. 
commanded by the fuperior height of Stoney Point, the cannpnade 
from the latter, as well as from the gallies and armed vefl!els upoa 
the river, foon made a ienfible impreflion. During the cannonade 
it was inverted by general Vaughan on the fide towards the country, 
land the gallies being, fo ftationed as to prevent an efcape by water, 
the garrifon^ furrounded in every quarter, furrendered as prifoner$ of 
war, without ftipulating for any other condition than a promife of 
good ufage. And thus thefe two important pofts were gained with 
the trifling lofs of only one man wounded. Orders were given; for 

com* 
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c ^^ ^' completing the fortifications at Stoney Point j and garrifonft having 
been appointed for both the forts, the fleet, with the reft of the 
troops, fell down the river, and returned to New York. 
Expedition Soon afterwards an expedition was planned againft the province 
Bcdicut. of Connefticut, which, abounding with men as well as provisions, 
was a principal fupport to the American army. One purpofe of 
-this expedition was to convince the people of Connedticut that their 
province was not inacceflible, and that it was owing only to the 
forbearance of the Britifh government, which rather wifhed to re- 
claim than to punifli, that their country had not yet experienced the 
calamities and dcvaftations of war ; and another objedl was, to oblige 
general Waftiington to quit his ftrong fituation upon the North 
River, and defcend into the low country for the defence of the fea- 
coaft. On the fourth of July the tranfports, with the troops deftined 
for this expedition, which amounted to two thoufand fix hundred 
men, weighed anchor at the entrance into the found, and proceeded 
towards New Haven, the capital of Connedlicut. The command 
of the land force was given to major-general Tryon ; and the 
commodore, in the Camilla frigate^ accompanied by the Scorpion 
floop, Halifax brig, and Huflar galley, efcorted the tranfports^ 
and took upon himfelf their direAion. At fome diftance below the 
tbwn of New Haven, brigadier-general Garth, of the guards, difem* 
barked with the firft divifion of troops^ and notwith^nding a con- 
tinued oppofition from the inhabitants during a march of feven 
jhiles, which he was obliged to make in order to pafs the head of a 
creek, be at laft forced his way and took poffeflioii of the town^ 
Major-general Tryon, with the fecond divifion of the troops, feinded 
on the oppofite fide of the harbour, and took poflfeflion of a fort 
upon the heights, by the guns of which the harboiu: was conb- 
manded. A communication was opened between the two divifions^ 
cf the army ;. and brigadier-general Garth remained in poflfeflion; 
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,o£ tike town during the night. All the artillery, ammunition, and CHAP, 
public ftorety and all the veflfek in the harbour, were either taken or u. ^^^mj 
^deftroyed; but the town itfelf was faved, and private houfes as ''^'* 
much as pofiiUe exempted from plunder^ This was a degree of 
lenity which the conduA of the inhabitants fcarcely merited ; for 
befides the oppofition made to the troops in their march to the town, 
they were annoyed from the windows, even after they had poffeffion 
of it ; and feveral of the centinels placed at private houfes to prevent 
plunder were wounded upon their pofts* On the following da)% 
after a proclamation calling upon the inhabitants to return to their 
allegiance, in which cafe they were promifed proteftion, fupport^ 
and encouragement, and denouncing vengeance and punifhment if 
they fliould (lill perfift in a rebellious oppofition to the mother^ 
country, had been diftributed, and after the fort was difmantled, the 
troops were re-embarked and left New Haven. 

From New Haven the fleet proceeded to Fairfield, where the 
troops were again landed. Here a refiflance and oppofition wcxtt 
eicperienced more obftinate and ijaveterate than at New Haven : And 
as the lenity and forbearance fhewn at the lad of thefe places feemed 
to have produced no eSe£t, the prefent was thought a fit moment to 
give an example of feverity. At Fairfield not only the public (lores 
of all forts, with the veflels in the harbour, were either taken or de- 
ftroyed, but the town itfelf was laid in aflies. As the fleet and 
troops proceeded in fulfilling the purpofes of the expedition, the op«- 
pofition which they met with feemed to increafe with the extent of 
their progrefs : Norwalk^ therefore, and Greenfield, at each of which 
places the troops were fucceflUvely landed, fliared the fame fate as 
the town of Fairfield. A defcent at New London^ which was a 
rendezvous for privateers, was the ultimate object of the expeditionj 
but as a greater oppofition was expefted there than at either of the 
other places, it was thought neceflfary to obtain a further fupply of 

^mmu« 
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^ XXM ^* aniniunitlon and a reinforcement of troops before they made the 
^^ — >r-— ' attempt *• For this pnrpofe the fleet returned to Huntington Bay- 
in Long Ifland, and the commodore proceeded to Frog^s Neck, to 
confer with the commander in chief of the army on the fubjedt of 
their future operations. 

During this fhort expedition, which had lafted' only nine dayy, 
the injury fuftained by the inhabitants of Connediicut in the lofs of 
property both public and private, was yery coniiderable : But nol- 
withftanding the conflagration of fo many towns on the fea-coaft, 
general Waihington could* not be prevailed upon to abandon his 
ftrong fituation in the neighbourhood of the North River. His 
apparent apathy, and that of the congrefs, with refped to Conneo- 
ticut, produced murmurs amongft the inhabitants, which at length 
broke forth into open complaints. Some- of the principal inhabitants, 
confidering protection and allegiance to be reciprocal duties, began to 
think of withdrawing their fubjedHon from a power which, feemed 
rp negFed them in their diftrefs, and of making terms with the 
Britifh commanders for themfelves^ Such- certainly was the import 
of the intelligence from Conne&icut communicated to lir Henry 
Clinton, about the prefent period ; and the conference between him 
and the commodore at Frog's Neck, was on the fubje£t of this^ in- 
telligence, and with a view of arranging matters, fo that the in- 
tended expedition againft New London might ferve to imprefs the 
inhabitants more ftrongly with thofe fentiments which they had 
already begun to entertain. 

But, whilft the Britifli commanders were thus devifing meafurcs 
for improving the dilpofitibn which had manifefted itfelf in Con*, 
nefticut, general Wafhington had already atchieved an enterprifc 
which difconcerted all their prcfent defigns againft that province, and 

♦ The lofs of the Britifli. troops in this expedition wm 20 killed, 96 wounded, and 3^2 
Aifling;. 

called 
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called their attentioo to a different quarter. This was the furprife ^?yyt^* 
of the fort at Stoncy Point, which was taken by aflault in the night u --^,-yi- ^ 

I '79Qb 

of the fifteenth of July, As the Americans had been but lately di£p 
poflefled of this poft, it is prefumable that they were well acquainted 
with «ll the acceffible approaches which led to it, ^s well as with 
thofe parts of the works which were moll aflailable. But even with 
thefe advantages it was an enterprife of difficulty and danger; and ^^^ 
the American general Wayne, who conduded it, deferved gredt 
praife for his gallantry and good conduct, as did the troops which 
he commanded for ^eir bravery* Thefe being divided into -two 
oolnmiis, entered the works in' oppofite quarters, and met in the centrS 
of them about one in the morning of the fixteenth of July. The ^ 
furprife was not fo complete but that refiftance was made; and the 
lofs in killed and wounded was nearly equal on both fides. Lieute* 
nant-^oloncl Johnfon of the feventcenth regiment commanded tii« 
Britifli garrifon, which confifted of the Seventeenth regiment, the 
grenadier company of the feventy-firft, a company of the regiment 
of loyal Americans, tind a detachment of 'artillery, amounting in 
the whole to about fi:x hundred men. Of thefe one hundred and 
fifty-two were either killed or wounded, and the reft, with their 
commander, were made prifoncrs. The force under general Wayne 
has not been nfeertaincd ; but, from the number of corps of which 
it confifted, it may be fuppofed to havenmounted to fifteen hundred^ 
all of them chofen men. 

The condu<9: of the Americans upon this occafion was highly 
meritorious? for they would have been fully juftified in putting the 
garrifon to the fword : Not one man of which was put to death but • 
4n fair eombat. Colonel Johnfon*^ conduct was rooft defen'^edly-and 
juftly cenfured. 

Theplan formed by general Wafhington for tbcfe operations on 
the North River comprehended Fort Fayett6 fts well as Stoncy Point; 

Vol. II. U Both 



146 HISTORY OF THE 

^ XXXI ^* ^^*^ ^^^^ *^ ^^^^ ^^^^ attacked the fame night ; but the detachment 
C- - ,■ >,^ under the American general How, which was fent againft Fort Fayette, 
did not arrive in time. Still, however, it was advancing ; and,, to fa- 
vour the attack, general Wayne, as foon as he poflefled himfelf of 
Stoney Point, turned the cannon of that garrifon againft Fort Fayette, 
where lieutenant-colonel Webfter commanded, with a garrifon con- 
fifting of the thirty-third regiment, part of the regiment of loyal 
Americans, a detachment from the feventy^firft regiment,, and.ano*^ 
ther of royal artillery. 

Intelligence of the capture of Stoney Point, and the danger of 
Fort Fayette on Verplank*s Neck, having been brought to>fir Henry 
Clinton juft after his conference with fir George Collier, the expe- 
dition againft New London was for the prefent laid afide, the tranf-- 
ports and troops were recalled from the Sounds and the army made 
a forward movement to Dobb's Ferry, on the North Riven Briga^ 
dier-general Stirling,, with a detachment, was fent up the river in 
tranfports, to the afliftance of lieutenant-colonel Webfter;. and the 
commander in chief, with a greater force, foon afterwards followed, 
from an expedation that general Waftiington might be tempted to 
quit his faftneffes, and rifque an engagement for the poifcflion of 
Stoney Point. But this was not general Wafliington's intention ; 
and therefore, when intelligence was received of a Britifti reinforce-^ 
ment advancing up the North River, orders were given for evacu- 
Stoney Point ating Stoney Point, which was done after as many of the works had 

evacuated by , t 4 * 

thcAmcri- been deftroyed as the time would permit. In the mean time lieute- 
nant-colonel Webfter defended his poft on. Verplank's Necfc with 
prudence and bravery. To the cannonade from Stoney Point he 
returned not a fliot, as it would have been ufelefs and inefie(2:ual : 
But, againft the provincials under general How, who were advan 
cing to attack him on the other fide,. every effort was made that coul 
prevent their fuccefs ; and, before they were able to make any in 

preffic 
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preffion upon the fort, the arrival of brigadier-general Stirling with ^ ^^ P* 
his detachment, put an end to their hopes, and obliged them to re- u -,>-.-^ ^ 
treat. The poft at Stoney Point was again taken poffeflion of; and Again p^oVcf. 
upon the arrival of the commander in chief, orders were iflued for Britift. ^ 
repairing the works. A larger garrifon was affigned for its defence, 
and brigadier-general Stirling was appointed to command it. As it 
was now apparent that general Wafliington did not mean to quit his 
fecure pofition in the high lands for the fake of contefting the pof- 
feflion of Stoney Point, the tranfports were ordered to fall down the 
inver, and the troops returned to their former quarters. 

Scarcely had fir George Collier reached New York, on his return 
from accompanying fir Henry Clinton upon this expedition, when 
he received intelligence that a fleet of armed veflels, with tranfports 
and troops, had failed from Boflon to attack a Britifli poft, which 
general Maclean was then endeavouring to eftablifti at Penobfcot, in 
the eaftern part of the province of Maflachufet*s Bay. Orders were 
immediately iflued for getting in readin^fs fuch of his majefty's ftiips 
as were then at New York j and on the third of Auguft the commo- 
dore in the Raifonable, accompanied by the Greyhound, Blonde, 
Virginia, Camilla, Galatea, and Otter floop, failed from thcacQ for 
the relief of the garrifon at Penobfcot. 

In the month of June general Francis Maclean, who commanded Britift fettle, 
the king'^ troops in Nova Scotia, with a detachment of fix hundred ToWcot, 
and fifty men from the feventy-fourth and eighty-fecond regiments, 
embarked in tranfports, and, efcorted by three floops of war, ar- 
rived in the bay of Penobfcot, in order to form a fettlement, gnd 
eftablifh a poft which might not only ferve to check the incurfions 
of the provincials into Nova Scotia, but be the means of obtaining 
a conftant fupply of ihip timber, with which the neighbouring 
country abounded, for the ufe of the king's yards at Halifax^ 
And other placest The bay of Penobfcot is aboiit fevei) Leagues 
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^ v-v^j ^' ^"^ breadth at the mouth, and feventeen leagues in length, termi— 
l^^^ ^ p^■ fl^ nating^ where the river .Penobfcot empties itfelf into the head of it j , 
and the lands all round were then covered with wood, fcarcely^r any 
fettkments having been made upon themv About nine miles' be- 
low the mouth of Penobfcot river, on the eaftern fideof the bay, i^ 
a fmall but convenient harbour, which flill retains its aiicient Indian- 
name of Majabagadu€e ; and a peninfula, or pcnht of land, forming ^ 
one fide of that harbour, was the fpot fixed upon. by general' 
Maclean for creating a fort to protedt the fettlenienL . The land' 
was firft to be cleared of the wood that grew upon it, which , was ^ 
Krorkof great labour and diflSculty* This being. done, the outlines • 
of a fort were lilatked out, which was intended *o be of a iquare 
form with a baftiori at each angle, inclofmg a fpace of ground capa-* 
cious enough to admit of a cavalier or block-houfe in the centre, with^ 
b^racks for the men, and apartments for the officers j and every* 
exertion was made to get this work iaforwardnefs^ which wad to^ 
ferve for their future defence. 

In the mean time^ intdUgenee of what wa* doing at Penobfcoti 
having been carried to Boftoln,. the executive government of M^ffa- - 
chufet's Bay determined to fk out an armament with the utmoft dif-- 
patch, in order to obftrud or finally ruin the fettleident* , An em- 
bargo Wa^s immediately laid upont all the ihipping in BoAon harbour^ , 
and bounties were offered to fueh perfons as would engage in the 
Penobfcot expedition. By fuch means a fquadron was foori got in 
readinefs, which confifted of nineteen armed ftiips and brigantine^^^ 
the largeft carrying thirty-two, and the fmalleft ten guns. To thefe. 
Were added twenty-feven tranfports, having on board three thoufand '. 
tfoops; the fleet being under the diredion of commodore Saltonftall, . 
and the troops under the command of general Lovel. Againft fo t 
.^nfid^rable a force it was though tthaf general Maclean, with his 
handful of tocn, could not long defend himfelf: And'upon the de^^ 

parture 
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paiture of the fleet, his furrender, and the ruin of the fettlemcnt, CHAP, 



were confidercd by the people of Maffachufet^s Bay as events, of 
the completion of which no doubt could be rcafonably enter- 
tained. 

Intelligence of the failing of this armament was brought to general 
Maclean on the twcnty-firft of July, only four days before its arrival^ 
at Penobfcot. All that time, two of the baftions of the intended 
fort were not begun, and the other two, with the curtains, were in 
no part above five feet in height, and twelve in thicknefs. The 
ditch in moft parts was not more than three feet deep; no platfornt. 
was l-ai^, nor any artillery mounted. But upon the arrival of this 
alarming intelligence, all prefent thoughts of finifhing the fort were - 
laid afide, and the troops were employed day and night on fuch works 
as were immediately necefTary to fecure them againft an affault ; a 
mode of attack which they had the greateft reafon to apprehend' 
would be- purfued by the enemy, in confequence of their very fuperior 
force. 

Although the provincials arrived in the biay^of Penobfcot on thetwen- ' 
ty-fifth of July, they were unable to effe£k a landing until the twenty- 
eighth. The threeJQoops of war, under the diredtion of captain Mowat, 
being fo ftationed as to command the moiithof the harbour, prevented 
the provincial fleet from entering and eflfedking a landing on that fide 
of the peninfula ; and on the other fide the natural fleepnefs and rug- 
gednefs of the fhore rendered it an enterprife of difficulty and dan- 
ger. At length, however, they eflFefted their purpofe before day in attacked in 
the morning of the twenty-eighth^, at a place which had been /^merLVs! 
thought inacceflible j and on the thirtieth opened a battery againft 
the works, at the diftance of feven hundred and fifty yards. 
From the inceflant labour of the garrifon, during the interval 
between the twenty-firfl and thirtieth of July, the gorge of one 
ef the unfinifbed baftions was filled up with logs of timber; and 

the 
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the othei*, containing the well which fupplied the garrifon with wa- 
ter, was furrounded with a work of fafcines and earth, ten feet 
thick ; platforms were laid, and artillery moimted ; a fort of che* 
vaux de frize was carried round the fort ; and the whole inclofed 
with an abbatis ; fo that by the time the enemy had opened their bat- 
tery, general Maclean and his garrifon thought themfelves tolerably 
prepared to refill an affault The enemy's fleet made frequent at- 
tempts to enter the harbour, but were conftantly repulfed by the fire 
from the {hips of war^ and a battery ere^fled to fupport them on 
fliore. The provincial land force, neverthelefs, continued to make 
approaches, and ered new batteries; and a brifk cannonade was 
kept up between them and the garrifon for near a fortnight. Fre- 
quent Ikirmifhes too happened without the fort, the garrifon being 
under the neceflity of preferving a communication with the Ihip- 
Auguft. ping and the battery which covered it. On the twelfth of Auguft 
intelligence was conveyed to general Maclean by a deferter, that on 
the following day an affault was to be made on the fort, and aa 
attack upon the fhips of war at the fame time ; and every neceffary 
preparation was made by the general for repelling them. But the 
approach of the fquadron under fir George Collier, as it afterwards 
appeared, prevented the provincials from executing their intention j 
and, on the morning of the fourteenth, the garrifon, to their great 
furprife, difcovered that the works had been evacuated during the 
preceding night, and that the prjovincial troops, with the greateft 
part of the cannon, were re-embarked on board the fhips. The 
caufe of thijB fuddea retreat was then unknown to the garrifon j but 
by ten in the forenoon the appearance of the Britifli fquadroa 
{landing oip the bay quickly unveiled the myftery. The provincial 
fleet appeared to be in diforder ; and for fome time the jpommanders 
feemed undetermined what to do. At length an ignominious flight 
took place ; every one endeavouring to provide for hi« own fafety, 

and 
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and none daring to wait the fhock of the Britifh fquadron. Two CHAP, 
©f the provincial armed fhips endeavoured to get to fea by pafling 
round Long Ifland, which lies in the middle of the bay ; but they 
were foon intercepted, the firft being taken, and the other run 
a-fhore and blown up- by her crew. The reft of their fleet, with 
the tranfports, fled in the utmoft confufion to the head of the bay, 
and entered the mouth of Penobfcot river. They were purfued by 
the Britifh fquadron. By this difgraceful flight the provincials be- 
came expofed to a danger almoft as great as that which they had 
efcaped. They were landed in a wild uncultivated country, without 
provifions or any other neceflfaries, and had to explore their way for 
more than an hundred miles through this pathlefs defert before they 
could reach a place from which fupplies might be obtained. In this 
forlorn and deftitute fituation mutual reproaches paflfed between the 
feamen and landfmen ; and each accufed the other of being the 
caufe of their prefent misfortunes. A battle enfued, in which 
fifty or fixty were flain ; and a much greater number, exhaufted with 
famine and fatigue, before they could reach the fettled parts of the 
province, perifhed miferably in the woods. Such was the iflTue of 
the provincial expeditioa againft the Britifh fettlement at Penobfcot ; 
£br the fuccefsful defence of wliich, under fo many difad vantages, 
general Macleaa is entitled to the greateft praifc. And in the pro- 
grefs and ifTue of this expedition we fee how much may be eflfedied 
by a very inconfiderable force, when Britifh ofllicers a6t with zeal 
and unanimity in the fervice of their king and country*.. 

The 

• Thclofs of the garrifon amounted to 70, killed, woiradcd, and miffing. The loft on 

board the fleet was 1 5 killed and wounded. 

nrhe American fleet taken or deflroyed on this expedition was as follows : — 

Warren of 32 guns, 1 8 and 1 2 pounders. Monmouth 24. Vengeance 24* Putnam 22. 

Sally 22, blown up. Hampden, 29gnns, taken. Hector 20, blown up. Hunter, x8, taken. 

Black Prince 18 } and Sky Rocket 16', blown up. 

Brig* 
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,C HAP. The relief of the garrifon at Penobfcot, ^with^e total deftrudion 
H— -v-w' of the naval armament that had been fent againft it, was the laft of 
Jieinfoice. thofe meritorious fcrvirjes performed by -fir George Collier during 
,"^X^^^^^ the fhort but adive period in -w^hich he had the command of th« 
army by ad- Britifh fleet on the coaft rf 'North America. On his return to New 

niiral/Vrbuth- 

not, who fuc- York he found himfelf fupcffeded by the arrival of admiral Arbuth- 

Collier m the Hot from England With fome Ihips of war and a fleet of tranfporta, 

^^na*^^ °^ bringing a reinforcement of troops, and a fupply of provifions and 

ftores* To the admiral he refigncd the command, and foon after* 

^ards embarked for England. 

The reinforcement brought by admiral Arbuthnot had been long 
;^nd impatiently expected by fir Henry Clinton, who, from the feeble 
ilate of the army, was unable, until its arrival, to engage in any en- 
terprife of importance. Although it was now late, the feafon for 
adion was not yet entirely over j but the appearance of the count 
d'Eftaing with his formidable fleet on the coaft of Georgia, intclli* 
gence of which, as well as of his threatened attack againft New 
York, was brought about this time, obliged the commander in ^ief 
to give up all thoughts of oflfenfive operations during the remainder 
of the campaign, and to concentre his force, that he might be pre- 
pared to meet the fhock which he was to expcd from a combined 
attack of the French by fea and the Americans by land. In thi^ 
view, Rhode Ifland was evacuated, and the garrifon withdrawn to 
New York. And in this refpeft alone, by obliging fir Henry Clin- 
ton to change his fyftem, and aft upon the defenfive during the re* 
mainder of the campaign, the expedition of the count d'Eftaing 
to the coaft of North America, otherwife unfortunatCi may be 
faid to have been ferviceable to the American caufe. 

Brigs— A(5livc i6gun8; Defence r6; Hazard i5j Diligence 14; Tyracnicidc 14J Pro- 
vidence floop 14; bloiPVTi up. Spring Bird 12, burnt. Nancy 1(^9 Rover lo, tdccn. Togttbcr 
with 24 faU of (hips and vcffeh, as tranfports, all burnt. 

Nothing 
5 
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Nothing elfe of moment happened upon the fea-coaft, except a ^ H A P. 

bold and luccelsful attack made by the American major Lee upon v v ^ 

the Britifh poft at Paulus Hook, on the Jerfey fliore, oppofite to Bold auack 
New York, which, although it had no cfFedt upon the general iflue ^0.10^0^"^^' 
of the campaign, neverthelefs merits notice, as it ferves to (liew how I'aulusHook. 
idangcrous it is for the beft-difciplined troops to live in a ftate of 
fecurity, even when oppofed to an enemy which they defpife ; and 
alfo as it affords one example out of many how well the provin- 
cials were furnifhed with intelligence of every thing that pafled 
within the Britifh lines. Major Sutherland, who had the com- 
mand of the pofl at Paulus Hook, detached on the nineteenth of 
Augufl a part of the garrifon to proceed on fome particular fer- 
vice, into the country ; and intelligence of this movement being 
Immediately communicated to major Lee, who commanded fome 
provincials in the neighbourhood, he refolved to avail himfelf of 
the opportunity, which the abfencc of a part of the garrifon af* 
forded, to make an attempt upon the pofl. The defign which he 
had formed was carried into execution the following night. Ad- 
vancing, with three hundred men, to the gate of the works, he was 
miflaken by the centinel for the officer who commanded the party 
that had marched into the country in the morning, and was fuffered 
to pafs, together with his detachment ; and in fuch an unfoldierly 
ftate of fecurity did he find the garrifon, thaf he feized a block-houfe 
and two redoubts, before the alarm was given. Major Sutherland 
now threw himfelf into a redoubt, with fixty Heffians, and by 
keeping up an incefTant fire upon the provincials, foon obliged them 
to quit the pofl, without their attempting to fpike up the cannon, 
or doing any injury to the works; and fo precipitately as to give 
cccafion to fir Henry Clinton to remark, in his official difpatches, 
that their retreat was as difgraceful as their attack had been fpirited 
Mnd wcll-conduded. They neverthelefs carried off with them about 

Vol. 11.^, X forty 
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C HA P. forty prifoncrs. It was not their intention to remain in pofleffio» 
A-.— V-*— ' of the poft ; the objedt of the attack being no other than to give 
' '^''^* fome eclat to the American arms, and to promote a fpirit of enter- 
prife amongft the officers and foldiers. 

In the interior country the war of devaftation was ftill carried oa 
between the provincials and Indians. Againft the latter an expe- 
dition, of more than ordinary magnitude, was planned by the con- 
grefs, to revenge the bloody incurfions of the preceding year. The 
command of it was given to major-general Sullivan; and the force 
American in- employed amounted to five thoufand men. With this force, formed 
thetouVry^° into two divifious, and accompanied by fome artillery and field- 
of the In- pieces,, general Sullivan entered the Indian country. The Indians, 
feeing no profpeft of being able to oppofe fuch a force, quitted their 
fettlements as he approached them, and fled into other parts. The 
war of devaftation now commenced ; and the barbarous favage had 
the mortificatiba tx) find that the civilized inhabitant of the fea-coaft 
could outdo him ia deliberate adls of mifchief. Eighteen of their 
towns were laid in afhes, and more than one hundred and fifty 
thoufand bufhels of corn were deftroyed : Their gardens were laid 
wafte : Even their fruit-trees were cut down ; and nothing was 
fufiered to remain that could be fuppofed to afford them any fufte- 
Incurfionsof uancc. But whilft the provincials were thus laying wafte the Indian 
i -to thc^pro- tov/ns, the Indians on their part were making inroads into the pro* 
I"m!l^ ^^^^^' vincial fettlements, and much mifchief was done on both fides. Re- 
venge* for an injury received is a point of honour which an Indian 
never gives up : A fevere retribution was therefore to be expeded 
for the ravages committed by general Sullivan. The Indians were 
irritated but not fubdued, and had not deigned to fue for peace : 
Whence it may be doubted whether this expedition was of any real 
utility. But if any benefit was derived from it, it was not equal to 
the expence which it coft, or the expcdations which had beea 

formed* 
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formed from it ; and all who were concerned in planning it Teem to ^ ^_^^ ^* 
have been difappointed. The congrefs was difl^tisfied ; General 
Wafhington did not approve of the condud: of the expedition ; and 
general Sullivan, foon after his return from the Indian country, re- 
figned his employments in difguft, and retired from the public 
fervice. 

This expedition was undertaken againft the northern Indians, 
which border on the provinces of Penfylvania and New York. Si- 
milar expeditions were alfo fet on foot in the foutheru colonics 
againft the Indians on their frontiers, which, although not fo ex- 
penfive as that of general Sullivan,, were proportionably more effi- 
cacious : And, during this fummer, both the northern and fouthera 
Indians fufiered a fevere chaftifement. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

^be Confederacy againjl Great Britain joined by Spain — French Attack 
on Jerfey — Repelled — Naval TranfaSlions'-^Tbe combined Fleets of 
France and Spain threaten an Invajion of Great Britain — Engage^ 
ment between Captain Paul Jones and the Convoy of a Britijh Fleet 
from the Baltic — Blockade of Gibraltar — Incurfion of the Americans 
into Wejl Florida — Wejl Florida reduced by the Spaniards — The 
Spaniards attack the Briti/h Logwood-cutters in Honduras — Reduc^ 
tion of the Spanijh Fort Omoa^ the Key of the Bay of Honduras 
"^Prote&ion afforded to the Briti/h Commerce — General RetrofpeSt 
of Briti/h Affairs at the Conclu/ion of 1779. 

CHAP. l^ROM America we muft now pafs to Europe, where, through the 
^ - J intrigues of the court of France, one power openly joined the 

Thc^confede- confederacy againft Great Britain, and another, her ancient and- 
racy againft much-favoured ally, became fo lukewarm in her attachment, that 

Great Bn- ' ' 

tain joined her friendfhip was no longer to be depended upon. 

by Spain. 

When France firft determined to acknowledge the independence 
of the American colonies, and to enter into a treaty with them, 
Spain was folicited to join in it. But, however defirous this branch 
of the houfe of Bourbon, as well as the other, might be to reduce 
the power of Great Britain, the propofition was at that time re- 
jeded; very probably from an apprelienfion that Great Britain might 
be difpofed to retaliate by ftirring up a rebellion in the Spanifh co- 
lonies. The court of France, neverthelefs, unceafmgly continued 

its 
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Its folicitations, which, in the fall of the preceding year, appear to ^ ^ ^ P. 

have become effeftual. The king of Spain, in the month of Sep- \ ,- Ij 

tember of that year, interpofed fo far as to offer to mediate between '^'^' 
the belligerent powers. 

However unfuitable, in point of impartiality, it might appear 
for one branch of the houfe of Bourbon to undertake to mediate be- 
tween anothet branch of the fame houfe and a third power. Great 
Britain neverthelefs accepted the . mediation of Spain j and the 
propofals of the court of France, for putting an end to the differ- 
ences which fubfifted between it and Great Britain,, were prefcntcd 
to the court of London by the Spanilh ambaffador. Thefe were 
found to be fo totally inadmiffible, as to create a fufpicion that the 
king of Spain had engaged in the mediation only for the purpofe of 
fumifhing himfelf with a pretext to take a part in the war ; and 
they were inflantly rejected by the court of Great Britain. The , 

king of Spain, in his charadler of mediator, now prefented other 
terms, as from himfelf, which he called ultimate propofals : But 
thefe were fo nearly the fame in fubflance with thofe offered by the 
court of France, that they were equally inadmiffible. They were 
however rcjeded with much civility; and, in the anfwer delivered 
to the Spanifh ambaffador, a wifh was expreffed that nothing that 
had paffed might interrupt the harmony fubfifling between Great 
Britain and Spain. 

Although it was generally underflood, long before the end of thia 
negotiation, that, if it failed in effedt, Spain was to become a party 
in the war ; yet no declaration, of that nature was made for a confi- 
derable time after the anfwer to his ultimate propofitions had been 
received by the king of Spain. His preparations were net at that 
time in a fuflRcient ftate of forwardnc^'- : And rbc ;u:J're!'- ^f his 
miniflers, in timing the proper nv-rnifir '^f ■/•:••: ;■.:., " • • s 
confpicuous as thtir general [oiicy \ii xxS^kv^ ;,. :>•:.. - ^ I - w: • 
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^xx^n^* the war was utterly reprehenfible. In the preceding year, the offer 
of mediation was not made until after the return of the fhips and 
troops that had been employed in America, during the late difputes 
between Spain and Portugal, and the arrival of the rich annual fleets, 
w^hich bring home the treafures of Mexico and Peru. And, in the 
prefent year, the declaration which announced w^ar was not de- 
livered to the Britifh miniftry until it was morally certain, that the 
jundlion of the French and Spanifh fleets, both of which were then 
at fea, could not be impeded. A momentary attention to dates will 
put this matter beyond a doubt. The French fleet failed from Breft 
on the fourth of June, and (leered for the coaft of Spain j the Bri- 
tifh fleet being then, and for ten days afterwards, in harbour. On 
the fixteenth of June the hoflile refcript was delivered to the Britifh 
miniflry, which announced the determination of the Spanifh court 
to join with France in the war ; and on the twenty-fourth of the 
fame month a jundion was made between the French and Spanifh 
fleets. Thus it is apparent, that the Spanifh miniflry delayed coming 
to an open rupture, until, from the certainty of uniting their naval 
force with that of France, they had reafon to cxped, not only to 
be able to proted: their own trade from moleflation, but, by the 
magnitude of the combined fleets, to wrefl the empire of the fea 
from the Britifh nation. 

To foreign powers the fituation of Great Britain, at this criticd 
moment, feemed beyond meafure perilous. Thirteen of her colonies 
in open infurredion,and two powerful maritime flates of Europe com- 
bined for her deflruCtion, without a fingle ally difpofed to flrctch 
forth a helping arm, were, to them, certain indications of her ap- 
proaching downfall ; and they viewed the profped with a malignant 
pleafure, or, at the leafl, with indifference. But it foon appeared 
that thofe who entertained fuch fentiments were not fuflRcientiy ac- 
quainted with the extent of the national refources, or the firmnef« 

of 
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of the Brltifh fpirit, which difdained tamely to yield to any hoftile CHAP, 
combination, however powerful. The union of Spain with France 
had for fome time been forefeen ; and the moft vigorous preparations 
were made to refift the impending ftorm. Gibraltar, where an at- 
tack was expefted, was, in the fpring of the year, reinforced with 
troops, and plentifully fupplied with provifions, ammunition, and 
ftores. A fleet of tranfports^ with a reinforcement of troops, and 
a large fupply of provifions and warlike ftores, under the convoy of 
admiral Arbuthnot, with a fquadron of Ihips of war, was ready to 
fail for America by the beginning of May: And it was propofed, 
with the channel fleet, to block up the harbour of Breft, fo as to 
prevent a jundion between the French and Spanifh fleets, a meafure 
which it was fuppofed would be attempted, as foon as Spain fhould 
throw off the mafk and declare for war. But unfortunate incidents 
jfrequently mar the beft-concerted defigns ; and part of this arrange- 
ment was prevented from taking place, and another confiderably 
impeded, by the confeq:uences of an unexpeded attack made upon 
the ifland of Jerfey. 

Whilft admiral Arbuthnot was proceeding down the channel with French at- 
his convoy,, on the fecond of May, he received intelligence of this fey, 
attack, and immediately failed, with part of the fquadron, for the 
relief of the ifland ; leaving the reft, with the convoy, to proceed 
to Torbay, and wait his return. Upon his arrival off Guernfey he rcpcUcd.. 
found that the French had been repulfed, and prevented from land- 
ing in Jerfey, and were returned to the coaft of France. And as 
his aflSftance was no longer neceffary, he altered his courfe, and 
failed for Torbay to rejoin the convoy. 

Although the French had been repulfed, the expedition againft 
Jerfey was not abandoned. The fmall fquadron which accompanied 
k^ confifting of three frigates, a cutter, and fome fmaller veffels,. 

ftilt 
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ftill liovcred on the coaft of France, waiting for an opportunity to 
renew the attack. But, during this interval, fir James Wallace in 
the Experiment, with the Pallas, Unicorn, Fortune, and Chabot 
brig, who had been fent in purfuit of it, got fight of the French 
fquadron, and drove it into Concalle Bay, where all the fhips were 
run a-fhore under cover of a battery. Sir James Wallace was ne- 
verthelefs determined either to take or deftroy them. The Experi- 
ment was already fo near as to be confiderably annoyed by the bat- 
tery ; and the pilots refufing to take charge of her any farther, her 
brave commander, vvith the charadleriftic boldnefs of a Britifh fea- 
man, took the charge upon himfelf, laid her a-breaft of the battery, 
and foon filenced it. The French fhips were now abandoned. by 
their crews, and boarded by the boats . from the Britifh fquadron. 
The French cutter was fcuttled as flie lay on the fhore, two of the 
frigates were burnt, and the third, with the fmaller veflels, was 
towed off in triumph *. And by this gallant adiion the ifland of 
Jerfey was freed from all prefent apprehenfions of danger. 

The neceflary deviation from his courfe made by admiral Arbuth- 
not for the relief of Jerfey, although as little time as poffible was 
loft by it, was neverthelefs unfortunately, and without any blame to 
be imputed to him, the caufe of much fubfequent delay. His fleet, 
which had anchored in Torbay, was prevented from failing for near 
a month by contrary winds : And, when it did fail, the paflage be-» 
came fo tedious, in confequence of the wefterly winds that prevail 
in the Atlantic in the latter part of the fummer, that he did not ar- 
rive at New York, as we have already feen, until the campaign waa 

♦ Ships and Veflels taken and deftroycd at Concalle Bay. 
La Danac, 34 gum, taken. Lc Rcclufe, 14 guns, burnt. 

La Valeur, 26 guns, burnt. Lc Dieppe, 16 guns, fcuttled, 

A brig and two floops taken, and.fcTeralfifhing-boats, and other fixiall craft, dcftrojred. 

almofl 
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ftlmoft over. Another confeqnence, that followed from this delay, CHAP, 
was not lefs injurious. It was feared that, during the interval of u -,- J 
detention, the French might have become acquainted with the force ^^^^ 
under admiral Arbuthnot, and the value of his convoy, which was 
immenfe, and thence been tempted to form fome fcheme for at* 
tacking him on his paflage, and intercepting the convoy. To pre- 
vent the effcdi of fuch a fcheme, if it was formed, and for the 
greater fecurity of the convoy, ten fliips from the channel fleet 
were detached, under admiral Darby, to accompany Arbuthnot a 
certain diftance on his paifage : And the weakening of the channel 
fleet, by fending away fo confiderable a detachment, was the caufe 
of delaying the execution of the plan for blocking up the harbour 
of Breft. The French did not fail to profit by the delay : So eager 
were they to fend the Breft fleet to fea, that eight thoufand land- 
forces were embarked to fupply die want of fo many feamen ; and 
with this kind of equipment it failed from Breft on the fourth 
of June. Count d'Orvilliers, who commanded it, had two objefts 
in view : One was, to intercept the fquadron under admiral Darby 
in its return ; and the other, to form a jundion with the Spanifh 
fleet. In the firft he failed, admiral Darby having returned in fafety 
to the channel ; but in the fecond he fucceeded, and joined the fleet 
of Spain on the twenty-fourth of June. The two fleets, when 
united, amounted to more than fixty fail of the line, with nearly am 
equal mimber of frigates j and foon after the jun(aion they fteered 
for the Britifh channel. 

The Britifh fleet, under fir Charles Hardy, who was appointed 
to the command upon the refignation of admiral Keppel, was by 
this time alfo at fea. It confifted of thirty-eight fhips of the line,, 
with fometing lefs than its due proportion of frigates, and cruifedf 
in that part of the fea which, in nautical phrafeology, is called the 
chops, or mouth, of the channel. The great fuperiority of the 
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^ XXXII ^' ^^"^^^^^^ ^^^^9 ^^ *^^ number of fhips, guns, and men, feemed to 

U-.-V ^ juftify the forebodings of thofe who prognofticated the ruin of the 

The com- Britifh empire ; and, to add to the dangers of the prefent moment, 
of France and preparations were made on the French coaft, and an invafion of 
« ^n^iSlfion ^reat Britain was threatened under cover of the combined fleet. On 
of Great Bri- [j^^ other hand, every precaution was taken by the Britifti govern- 
ment, wliich prudence fuggefted, for defeating the expected attack. 
A proclamation was iffued, ordering the cattle and draught-horfes 
to be driven from thofe parts of the fea-coaft on which a landing 
fliould be efFed:ed ; the militia was embodied ; and numerous cruifers 
were ftationed in the narrow feas, to watch the enemy's motions. 
And thefe efforts of the government were nobly feconded by thofe 
of private individuals ; for fuch energy had the narional fpirit ac- 
quired under the profpe£t of the difficulties that furrounded, and the 
dangers that threatened, that meetings were held in moft of the 
principal towns, and voluntary contrihutions jnade to raife men fbjr 
the defence of the nation. 

About the middle of Auguft, count d'OrvilHers, with the cctiir 
billed fleet, paffed the Britifli fleet under fir Charles Hardy, in the 
mouth of the channel, without either fleet having difcovered the 
other, and proceeded on as far as Plymouth ; taking in the way the 
Ardent, a Britifh fhip of war, on her paffage to join fir Charles 
Mardy. The count d'Orvilliers made no attempt to land, but con- 
tinued for feveral days parading with the combined fleet in fight of 
Plymouth, until a ftrong eafterly wind fet in, and compelled him to 
quit the channel. As foon as this abated, he returned to the coafl 
of England, and cruifed off the Land's End. The fame eafterly wind 
liad alfo driven the Britifh fleet to fea ; but, on the laft day of Auguft, 
fir Charles Hardy regained his former ftation, and entered the chan- 
•nel in full view of the enemy, who did not attempt to moleft him, 
^e now .endeavoured to entice them into the narrower part of the 
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channel, where tUeir great fuperiority in number would have lefs ^yvv^t^' 

availed them ; and they followed him as high as Plymouth, but v- "^y— ■# 

chofe to proceed no farther. Their crews were faid to be fickly j 

their fliips to be in bad condition : And the feafon for equinoctial 

gales was faft approaching. They therefore foon afterwards quitted 

the Englifh Channel, and entered the harbour of Breft. Thus all 

the apprehenfions which had been raifed were quickly diflipated i 

And nothing was done anfwerable to the mighty expediations that 

^lad been formed from the union and co-operation of two fuch power* 

ful fleets. Even during their cruife,. commodore Johnftone, with 

a fquadron of Britifh fhips^ hovered on the coaft of France and 

kept it in alarm. The trade of the enemy was every-where an* 

noyed by the Britifh cruifers, and their merchant-fliips taken, evea 

at the entrance of their harbours. On the other hand, the Britiflx 

trade was lefs injured than in the preceding year: One of her 

homeward-bound fleets from the Weft Indies, confifting of one 

hundred and twenty-five fail, arrived in fafety juft before the com* 

Lined fleets .entered the channel ; and fcarcely had they left it, when 

another fl?et from the Eaft Indies was equally fortunate. Sir Charles 

Hardy continued to cruife with the channel fleet until it was late ia 

the feafon : And, notwithftanding the apparent fuperiority of the 

enemy. Great Britain, in efFe£t, ftill remained mafter of the fea. 

The only one of the homeward-bound Britifh fleets that feemed 
to be in any danger, was that i^om the Baltic, under the convoy of 
the Serapis, captain Pierfon, and the Countefs of Scarborough, cap- 
tain Piercy, the firft a fhip of forty-four, and the other of twenty 
guns. This fleet was attacked near Scarborough, on the northern 
coaft of England, by a fquadron under the command of captain Paul 
Jones, in the fervice of congrefs, a man of a favage and ferocious 
iiifpofition, hardened by his crimes,^ and rendered defperate by the 
fear of punifhment. Jones's fquadron confifted of the Bon Homme 
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C HAP. Richard, a fliip of forty guns j two fngatcs, one of tWrty-fix, and 
L^ ■v- ■i/ the other of thirty*two guns ; the Vengeance brig of twelve guns, 
En^gement and a cutter; and was fitted out from Port TOrient in the end of 
]SnpZr^' J^^y* ^^^ ^^^ purpofe of intercepting the Britifh fleet from the 
^on^'^^of^*^^ Baltic. But by the good condudt and perfevering bravery of cap-^ 
Britifh fleet tain Picrfon, the convoy was faved, although both the king's fhips 

TTQfn tuC fidl* 

tic* were taken. As foon as the enemy was difcovered, a fignal wag 

made for all the fhips of the convoy to ruri in ihore, and endeavour 
to make a harbour, whilft captdn Pierfon fet all the fail he could to 
get between them and the enemy ; and as foon as he came near 
enough to difcover the fuperior force which he had to contend with, 
another fignal was made for the Countefs of Scarborough to join 
him. Jones (hewed no backwardnefs to engage : He fteered di- 
redly for the Serapis, and brought-to within mufket-fliot of her 
larboard bow, about half after feven in the evening. An engage- 
ment immediately commenced, and not more than two or three 
broadfides were exchanged, when Jones attempted to board the 
Sfsrapis; but he was foon repulfed, and obliged to (heer oflf. In a 
fecond attempt the two (hips became entangled, and dropped along« 
fide of each other fo clofe, that the muzzles of the guns touched the 
fides of the oppofite (hip. In this fituation the engagement was 
continued till half an hour after ten, during which the Serapis 
was frequently fet on fire by the combuftibles thrown into her from 
the Bon Homme Richard ; and, in the confufion, a cartridge took 
fire, which, communicating to others, blew up all the officers and 
men ftationed abaft the maiur-maft, and rendered the guns in that 
quarter of the fliip totally unferviceable. Throughout the whole of 
the adion, the Alliance, the largeft of Jones's frigates, failed round, 
and, as opportunities offered, poured her broadfides into the Serapis j 
and, towards the conclufion of the engagement, coming under her 
fterui raked her for&-and*aft, and killed or wounded fo many of her 

men, 



1779- 



AMERICAN WAR. 165 

men, that captain Pierfon, ieeing no profpedt of being able to extri- CHAP. 
Cate the Serapis, thought it cruelty to his people longer to continue 
the action, and ftruck his colours. The Countefs of Scarborough, 
although fo much inferior in force, had engaged the Pallas, a French 
frigate of thirty-two guns, for nearly two hours, but was at length 
obliged to ftrike; her rigging being cut to pieces, feven of her gun* 
difmounted, four of her people killed, and twenty badly wounded : 
And, to cut off all hopes of fuccefs from a further refiftance, juft 
before (he ftruck, the other frigate came up on her larboard quarter, 
and was ready to join in the a&ion. The carnage on board the 
Serapis was great : It amounted, according to the heft account that 
captain Pierfon was enabled to give, to forty-nine killed, and lixty-* 
eight wounded } but he had reafon to believe, although this was 
fldl the lofs which he was able to afcertain with precifion, that in 
reality it was much greater. His fliip too had fuftained very confi- 
derable damage; and the mainmaft went by the board juft as fhe 
ftruck. But the fcene which prefented itfelf on board the Bon 
Homme Richard was horrible beyond defcription. Her quarter and 
counter on the lower deck were entirely driven in, and the whole 
of her guns on that deck difmounted. She was on fire in two dif* 
ferent places ; had feven feet of water in her hold ; and her deck^ 
ftreamed with the blood of the killed and wounded, which, accord- 
ing to captsdn Pierfon's account, amoimted to three hundred and 
fix, a number more than three-fourths of her crew. Under fuch 
circumftances of accumulated horror and diftrefs, none but a defpe- 
rado would have continued the engagement; but their ruffian com^ 
mander was feen feveral times during the adion without his coat, 
and with his fhirt-fleeves tucked up beyond his elbows, running 
about the fhip, and brandifhing a naked cutlafs to keep his men at 
their quarters. To him, who, it feems, was a native of Galloway in 
Scotland, and who, it is faid, had, by his crimes, forfeited his life 
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^JiJ^j^' to the laws of his country, before he entered into the fervice of 
Ui ""^^ -/ congrefs, it was eligible to fall in battle rather than by the hands of 

1770* 

the executioner : But, to a commander of any humanity, the lives 
of the people entrufted to his care, are an objeft of the utmoft at- 
tention ; and, to fuch a commander, refiftance appears unjuftifiable^ 
after it becomes hopelefs. The iflue of the engagement in favour 
of the Bon Homme Richard may therefore be afcribed to the dif- 
ferent circumftances under which the two commanders aiSted, as 
much as to the difparity of force. The damage done to the Bon 
Homme Richard was fo great that it could not be repaired j the 
water gained upon her fo faft, that fhe funk in lefs than two days 
afterwards, with fome of her wounded men on board. By this en- 
gagement two of his majefty's fhips were loft ; but a valuable con- 
voy were faved. The brave refiftance made by captain Pierfon gava 
the fliips of the convoy time to efcape ; and enabled them to take 
flicker in the different harbours on the fea-coaft before they could he? 
overtaken.. 

The declaration which -announced hoftilities on the part^ of tBtt 
Spanifli nation was not made until every thing had been previoufly^ 
prepared for ading with effciS.. The grand Spanifli fleet had eithec 
failed, or was ready to fail :' Troops were in motion to occupy the 
works at St. Roque, and inveft Gibraltar by land, whilft a naval 
force was proceeding to block it up by fea; And orders had been 
difpatched to the governors of their foreign poffeffions to prepare 
them for the ruptujre. With the help of fuch previous arrange- 
ments it was hoped, wliilft Great Britain was embarr^fled with the 
complicated operations of fo extenfive a war^ that Spain might with 
cafe recover back fome of the pofleflions that had been wrefted from 
her in lefs aufpicious times j and Gibraltar in Europe, and the pro- 
vince of Weft Florida in North America,, appear to have beea 
marked out as the firft objeds of attack. 
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General Elliott, that brave and gallant veteran, commanded at ^JtJi.^' 
Gibraltar ; and the garrifon had been largely reinforced. With 
fuch advantages, added to the natural ftrength of the place, the re- 
dudlion of it was thought impradlicable, in any other way than by 
blockade : It was therefore invefted both by fea and land ; and the Blockarie of 
blockade was formally notified to all the maritime powers in amity 
with Spain, that they might not attempt to furnifti it with fupplies. 
But in this refpe£t the Britifh miniftry had anticipated the views of 
Spain, and, under the apprehenfion of a rupture, had not only 
largely reinforced Gibraltar with troops, but plentifully fupplied it 
with provifions and ftores ; fo that an attack upon a place of fuch 
ftrength, fo amply provided with every thing neceflary to hold out 
againft a fiege, in which the enemy might unprofitably wafte their 
blood and treafure, was rather to be wiflied than regretted. 

It was far otherwife with AVeft Florida, a province of large ex- 
tent, thinly fettled, and defended by an inconfiderable force. Its 
weftern extremity, at a great diftance from Penfacola, the feat of 
the government, bordered on the Spanifti province of Louifiana, 
from which it was feparated only by the river Mifliflippi. Weft 
Florida was therefore peculiarly expofed to an attack, not only from 
its weak ftate of defence, "but from its contiguity to the Spanifh 
territories. And Don Bernardo de Galves, the governor of Loui- 
fiana, having been previoufly inftrudied, had made all neceflary pre- 
parations, and was ready to pafs the boundary, as foon as he fhould 
receive information of the commencement of hoftilities, intelligence 
of which, it appears, was communicated to him early in Auguft, 
.and long before it reached the governor of Weft Florida. 

In the preceding year a predatory incurfion had been made into Incurfion of 
.this province by a captain Willing, an American partizan, who, cans into" 
/rom having been a fettler upon the Mifliflippi, previous to the ^^'*^^^?lo"^ 
^fvar, was well acquainted with thp jcountries bordering upon that 
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^JJvM^* river. He fet out from Fort Pitt, and, defcending by tke-courfes 
of the Ohio and Mifliffippi, arrived at a Britifli fettlement in Weft 
Florida, called Manchac, at the confluence of the river Ibbervillc 
with the Mifliffippi ; and fuch vsras the weaknefs of this frontier 
fettlement, that with twenty-five men only he entered it, took by 
furprife a Britifh merchant-fliip, mounting fixteen guns, that lay 
there loading with tobacco and indigo, and made himfelf mafter not 
only of that fettlement, but of fome others that adjoined it upoa 
the river Amit. Some of the principal inhabitants made their 
efcape, and flying to Penfacola, applied to the governor for affift- 
ance. At that time there were not more than five hundred regular 
troops in the province, a number not more that fuflBcient to garrifon 
Penfacola, and the fort at Mobille ; from which fervices none of 
them could be fpared. But the fuperintendant for Indian aflfairs^ 
having confented to permit a few of the hunters, who were attached 
to his department, to affifl the inhabitants of Manchac in the reco* 
Tery of their poflfeffions ; with this fmall reinforcement they re^ 
turned, drove out the Americans, and re-poflTeflfed themfelves of 
their fonner eftates and habitations. This irruption of the Ame- 
ricans, together with the apprehenfion of the hoftile intentions of 
Spsun, was the caufe of a reinforcement being fent to Penfacola in 
the beginning of the prefent year. It confifted of a regiment of 
Crermans, and the Maryland and Penfylvania regiments of pro- 
vincials, under the command of brigadier-general John Campbell j 
and the whole regular force of the province, after the junftion of 
this detachment, amounted to about one thoufand eight hundred 
men^ 
Weft Florida Soon after the arrival of general Campbell, he detached lieutenant- 
thcSpaniards. colonel Dickfon, with five hundred men, to build a fort near thc^ 
mouth of the Ibberville, for the defence of that part of the frontier* 
Butj from various un?xpefted obftrudions that occurred, the fort 
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was not nearly finifhed when Don Bernardo de Galves, ^^^^'^ *^^^^3[^3r^i'^* 
end of Auguft, entered the province with two thoufand men, hav-p u ^^^^ y 

I770»* 

,ing fvft intercepted fev^al veflcls with fuppiies.for the fort, and Auguft. 
' taken every pradlicable precaution for preventing intelligence of his 
.operations from being carried to general CampbelL On the twelfth 
-of September he approached Baton Rouge, where lieutenant-colonel 
Dickfon had taken poll with his detachment, and thrown up footie 
works that were yet unfiniihed. The place was immediately in*- 
vefted, and approaches were made and continued until the twenty- 
£rft of September, when a battery of heavy cannon was opened 
upon the works. Thefe, after an inceflant cannonade for three 
hours, were found to be untenable: A flag o£ truce was fcnt out 
with propofals ; and a capitulation was finally entered into for the 
furrendcr of the poft. Honourable terms were obtained not only 
for the gatrifon but the inhabitants of the neighbouring diftrids ; 
and in this manner the Biitiflx fettlements upon the Miflifiippi, from 
the Natches downward, were yielded to the crown of Spain. But 
this lofs was foon afterwards in part compenfated by an acquiHtioa 
made in a dififerent quarter. 

It feecos evident that the fame provifionary orders for hoftiiities had The Spam*- 
been fent to all the governors of the Spaniflx provinces that bordered the BritiOi 
on any Britifh fettlement ; for nearly at the fame time when Don Jj^f ^f " 
Bernardo de Galves entered the province of Weft Florida, the Hondurai. 
Spanilh governor of Honduras made an unexpeded attack upon J 

the Britifli logwood-cutters, took many of them prifoners, and ex- 
pelled the reft from their principal fettlement at St. George's Key* 
General Dalling, governor of Jamaica, who, in confequcnce of the 
rupture with Spain, was apprehenfive that fuch an attack would be 
made, had already difpatched captain Dalrymple, with a fmall de- 
tachment of the Irifli volunteers, to the Mufquito fhore, to coUedi a 
force for the afliftance of the logwood-cutters in the Bay of Hon- 
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CHAP, duras. The tranfports which conveyed this detachment, carried 
alfo a fupply of arms, ammunition, and ftores, and arrived at Black. 
River on the Mufquito fliore on the twenty-feventh of September^ 
The fame day on which they arrived, intelligence was received of 
the attack made by the Spaniards on St. George's Key; and in con- 
fcquence of this intelligence the fquadron again put to fea, as^ foon 
as captain Dalrymple had enlifted fome volunteers, and coUedked 
about fixty Indians. In their paffage to Honduras they fell in witli 
a fquadron: of fhips of war under the command of commodore Lut- 
trell, confining of the Gharon, and the Loweftoff and and Pomona 
frigates, that had been fent by fir Peter Parker, admiral on the Ja- 
maica ftation, to intercept fome Spanifli re^fter-fhips, of which he 
had received intelligence. 

From commodore Luttrell^ informatton was received that the fetr- 
tlers at Honduras, with their flaves, had retired to Truxillo, and the 
ifland of Rattan, on the Mufquito fhore; that the Spani^o-ds had 
been already difpoflefled of St. George** Key, by his majefty's 
armed fchooner Racehorfe ; and that the repfter-fhips, which were 
the objedt of commodore Luttrell's cruife, had taken flielter in the 
harbour of Omoa, and were too ftrongly proteded by the fortifi- 
cations on fhore to be attacked by fea. Under fuch circumftances it 
was agreed between the commodore and captain Dalrymple to unite 
their force, proceed againft Omoa, and attack it both by fea and 
land. ITie united fquadron accordingly failed firft for Truxillo, 
•where a number of bay-men and logwood-cutters were colledcd, 
armed and embodied; and from thence proceeded againft Omoa* 
lUd^aioB oT On thefixteenth of Odlober in the evening, the land-force j which,, 
fort C)mo^ ^^^" with- the mai^ines and mufquetry-men of the fliipsi and the re-^ 
Scb7^ -inforcement from Truxillo, did -not much exceed five hundred men^ 
Honduras, was difcmbarked at Porto Cavalld,. a harbour which was fuppofed 
tD he not more than nine miles diftant from Omoa. It had been in* 
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tended to march forward in the night, furprife the fort, and take it C H A p. 
by efcalade, before the morning ; but the country through which u^, ■.^— J 
the march was to be performed was difficult, being in fome parts in- ^'^'* 
terfefted by lagoons and moraffes, and in others by fteep precipices, 
rendered almoft impaffable by the late rains ; and through this diffi- 
cult country only a narrow path led to the fort, which, in the dark- 
nefs of the night, they were obliged to explore with lighted fplinters 
of the cabbage-tree : The diftance too was found to be greater 
than had been reprefented. By thefe obftruftions the march was fo 
much retarded, that, when morning appeared, captain Dalrymplc 
found himfelf dill fix miles from the fort, and his men much fa- 
tigued. He fufFered them to refrefh themfelves for two hours, and 
then continued his march, putting the Indians in front to fcour the 
woods. A body of the enejny was difcovered lying in ambufli, 
about a mile from the fort, and quickly difloged. The height* 
round the town, and the fort, with the roads leading to them, were 
fecured : Pofts were eftabliflied ; and fome of thefe being galled by 
a fcattering fire from the houfes in the town, captain Dalrymplc 
found it neceflary to bum it down. Whilfl the town was in flames^ 
commodore Luttrell's fquadron entered the bay ; and the fort was 
now invefted both by fea and land. Some days were fpent in land- 
ing cannon, and ereding batteries ; but, after they were opened, it 
was quickly perceived, that, although they annoyed the garrifon ex- 
ceedingly, they made no impreffion upon the walls of the fort ; and 
that, in this mode, the fiege might be protracted to an indefinite 
length. It was therefore determined to cut the matter fhort by at-*" 
tempting to take the fort by efcalade, efpecially as the ditch was ob- 
ferved to be dry. The attempt was to be made at four in the morn- 
ing, by one hundred and fifty Europeans, confifUng of feamen and 
marines, with a few of the loyal Irifh, under cover of a cannonade' 
from the fhips in the bay, and the batteries on the heightS4 At ' 
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CHAP, three the detachment allotted for this fervice moved down from ther 

XXXII* 
\_ ,- !,» heights ; and in the valley, being formed into foar columns, waited 

''^^'* with impatience for the fignal of attack. A little after four the 
cannonade began, which fo engaged the attention of the enemy^ 
that the aflailants, with their fcaling-Iadders, advanced, unper- 
ceived, clofe to the ramparts. As they were ready to enter 
the ditch, they were difcovered : The enemy's drums beat to arms, 
and the alarm was given. The aflailants, for a moment, fhrunk 
back, but, almofl: inftantly recovering thismfelves, ruflxed on into 
the ditch. The fcaling-ladders were applied; and the feamea 
mounted the walls with alacrity. Two, who firft reached the top 
of the ramparts, prefented their pieces at a body of the enemy ajP- 
fembled to oppofe them, but, according to their orders, referved 
their fire until they were joined by more of their companiona^ 
Thefe followed fo clofely, that the Spaniards were ftruck with con-» 
fternation, and feemed to lofe the power of refiftance, notwithftand- 
ing the exertions of their officers to encourage them* About one 
hundred efcaped over the walls on the oppofite fide of the fort ; the 
reft fled to the cafements ; and the governor and principal ofiicers^ 
now feeing their fituation defperate, came and furrendered their • 
fwords, with the keys of the fort, to captain Dalrymple. Such was 
the humanity of the aflailants, and fuch the good order preferved 
in the aflault, that only two Spaniards were wounded with the bay- 
onet, while in the ad of refiflance, and not one was plundered* 
An inftance of heroifm in a feaman is mentioned, to which hiftory 
afibrds nothing in its kind fuperior. He had fcrambled up the walls 
with a cutlafs in each hand, and meeting with an unarmed Spanifl> 
ofiicer, the generous tar difdained to take advantage of his helplela 
fituation ; but, prefenting him with one of his cutlafles, added — 
" Now you will be on a footing with me.'' The Spanifti gentleman 
was too much affefted with the fingular generofity of the adion to 
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accept of the offer, and quietly furrcndered^ Unfortunately the ^^^i^* 
name of this brave fearaan has not been preferved. The Spaniards, 
during the fiege, loft, in killed and wounded, about thirty men ; 
and three hundred and fixty-five, with a confiderable number of 
oflScers, were made prifoners. The whole lofs of the befiegers, in 
killed and wounded, did not exceed twenty. 

Thus eafily was acquired the important fortrefs of Omoa, the 
key of the Bay of Honduras, and, in time of war, the receptacle 
of the treafure fent from Guatimala. The fort was built of ftone^ 
mifed out of the fea, and brought from the diftance of twenty 
leagues. Its walls were eighteen feet thickj and, although it had 
coft the Spaniards twenty years labour, the out-works were not then 
finifhed. But, to the captors, the moft important part of the ac* 
quifition was the two regifter-fhips, the value of which, with that 
of fome other prizes of lefs note taken in the harbour, was efti* 
mated at three millions of dollars. A convention was made for an 
ex<:hang€ of prifoners ; and it was agreed, that thofe who were 
taken in Fort Omoa fhould be exchanged for an equal number of Bri- 
tifh fubjedls taken in the Bay of Honduras. The Spanifh governor 
offered to ranfom the fort at the expence of three hundred thoufanA 
dollars. But as Gmoa was thought to be a poft of great confe- 
quence during a war with Spain, the offer, although an advan- 
tageous one to the captors, was immediately rejeftedj as was a fimi* 
lar one for two hundred and fifty quintals of quickfilver, an article 
neceffary for working the Spanifh mines, and for which a fum of 
money would have been given more than double its value^ 

When the Britifh fquadron qiutted CXmoa, a garrifon was afligned 
to it, fuch as could be fpared, and a floop of war left in the har- 
bour for its further protection: But it did not long remain in the 
poffeffion of Great Britain* The weaknefs of the garrifon tempted 

the 
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C H A P. the Spaniards In the neighbourhood to colled a force and Inveft the 
u— V — J fort. For a confiderable time it was defended with great bravery • 
But, at laft, both the officers and men, amongft whom an epidemi- 
cal fever began to rage, and who, in the whole, amounted only 
to eighty-five, were fo weakened and overcome with the fatigue of 
conftant duty, one centinel being obliged, by (hifting his place, to 
ferve for five, that they faw it would be impoffible to withftand an 
aflault, which the enemy were preparing to make. They therefore 
determined to evacuate the fort j but to leave it as unferviceable as 
in their circumftances they could poffibly make it. After the guns 
had been fpiked, and the ammunition and military ftores deftroyed, 
the garrifon, without lofing a fingle man in the evacuation, *em- 
barked on board the veflels in the harbour, and took a final leave of 
Omoa. 

It has already been obferved, that had the Britifh fleet under ad- 
miral Byron followed that of France under the count d*Eftaing, 
when he made an unfuccefsful attack upon Savannah, it is more 
than probable, that, to the difgrace of a repulfe from that toWn, 
would have been added the lofs of a great part of his fleet. But 
the Britifli fleet, in the flation on which it did remain, performed 
very eminent fervices to the ftate under the command of rear-ad- 
miral Hyde Parker, who fucceeded admiral Byron in the fall of 
the prefent year. The Britifh commerce in the Weft Indies was pro- 
tected, whilft that of the enemy was almoft ruined by the capture 
of their merchantmen. Great part of a convoy bound to Marti- 
nique was either taken or deftroyed, in fight of the ifland, and of 
the French fquadron at Fort Royal, under Monfieur de la Motte 
Piquet, who, in failing out of the harbour to the relief of one of 
his frigates, was in imminent danger of having his retreat cut off 
by part of the Britifh fleet, then cruifing oflf the mouth of the 
4 bay. 



Protc6kion 
afforded to 
the Britifh 
commerce. 



AMERICAN WAR. ly,^ 

bay* And to the captures of their merchantmen are to be added ^ HA P.^ 
four of the count d'Eftaing's frigates, on their return to the Weft u ^J^^ Jj 
Indies from the coaft of America *. ''^^' 

Thus Great Britain continued to make a noble ftand againft the 
machinations of her foes. And, although the year 1779 rauft be 
confidered as unfortunate, in which flie loft two valuable iflands, 
without gaining from her enemies a territorial equivalent ; it may, 
neverthelefs, be doubted whether the lofs of thefe iflands was not 
overbalanced by the damage done to the French and Spanifh com- 
merce, not only in Europe and the Weft Indies, but in every quar-^ 
ter of the globe. 

• The firft of thefe frigates was taken on the 24th of Oftobcr ; and from her admiral 
Parker firfi learnt with certaint^i that count d'Eitaing had gone, with all his fleets to North 
America*. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

Expedition under Sir Henry Clinton to South CaroIina^^Fortifications 
of Cbarlejlown defcribed — Garrifon of Charleftown — Siege and Re^ 
duEtion of Cbarlejiown — Incurfton of the Spaniards into Weft Flo^ 
rida — Confequences of the Fall of Charleftown — Three new Ex^ 
peditions fet on foot by the Britijh Commander — His Addrefs to the 
Inhabitants of South Carolina — Its EffeEl — Defeat of the American 
Colonel Burford — Difpofition of the Britijh Troops in South Carolina 
-•^Adminiftration of Earl Cornwallis there — Counter-^evolutim 
among thofe who hadfubmitted to the Power of Britain on the Fall 
of Charleftown — Detachment from Wajhingtons Army fent into 
North Carolina — Movements of the American Colonel Sumpter — 
His Attempt on the Britijh Poft on Rocky Point. 
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CIR Henry Clinton having been cramped in his operations 
by the proceedings of the French fleet under the count 
d'Eftaing, whofe unfuccefsful attack upon Savannah, together 
with his final departure from the American coaft, has already, 
been related ; no fooner received certain information of the de- 
parture of d'Eftaing than he fel on foot an expedition, the objed: 
of vrhich was the taking of Charleftown, and the reduftion of the 
province of South Carolina. The troops defigned for this expedi- 
tion were immediately embarked on board the tranfports ; and thefe, 
efcorted by admiral Arbuthnot with an adequate naval force, failed 
from Sandy Hook on the twenty-fixth of December 1779. Sir 
Henry Clinton accompanied the expedition, leaving the garrifon at 

New 
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New York under the command of lieutenant-general Knyphaufen. ^xxiailf' 

The paflage might have been expeded to be performed in ten days ; ^ c T" ^ 

but fuch was the uncommon feverity of the feafon, that the fleet 
was very loon feparated, and driven out of its courfe by tempeftuous 
weather; and fcarcely any of the fhips arrived at Tybee, the ap- 
pointed place of rendezvous, before the end of January. Some few 
ftraggling veflels were taken ; fome others were lofl: ; and all received 
more or lefs damage. Almoft all the horfes belonging to the artil- 
lery or cavalry periflied during the paflage ; and amongfl: the ftiips 
that were lofl: was one which contained the heavy ordnance. For- 
tunately, however^ the crews were all faved. 

Thofe fliips being refitted that flood in need of immediate re- 
pair, the fleet failed from Tybee to North Edifto Sound, in the 
province of South Carolina ; and on the eleventh of February the 
troops were difembarked on John's Ifland, about thirty miles from 
Charleftown. Part of the fleet was immediately fent round to 
block up the harbour of Charleftown by fea ; whilft the troops, 
flowly advancing through the country, paflTed from John's to 
James Ifland; and from thence, over Wappoo Cut, to the main 
land, until they at length reached the banks of Aftiley River, op- 
pofite to Charleftown. So great were the impediments that they 
met with in their progrefs, or fuch the extreme caution of the com- 
mander in chief, in eftabliftiing and fortifying pofts to preferve his 
communication with the fea, that it was not until the twenty-ninth 
cf March that the advance of the army croflTcd Aftiley River at the 
ferry, and landed on Charleftown Neck, fome miles above the town. 
The flat-bottomed boats had been brought from North Edifto Sound, 
through the inlets by which the coaft is interfered, until they en- 
tered Aftiley River, by Wappoo Cut ; and the paflTmg over of the 
troops was conducted with much addrefs by captain Elphinftone of 
Vol. II. A a the 
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Whipple retired to Charleftown with his fhips, part of which he 
ftationed in Cooper River ; and the reft, with fome other veflels, 
were funk acrofs the mouth of it, to prevent the Britifh fleet from 
entering. This was a moft important precaution ; for had the Bri- 
tifti fleet been permitted to gain the pofl!eflion of Cooper River, the 
larger {hips might have been fo ftationed as to rake the American 
lines ; the only communication that remained between the town and 
the country would have been interrupted ; all hopes of obtaining 
fupplies and reinforcements cut oflT, and the duration of the fiege, 
in all probability, greatly ftiortened. 

As foon as the Britifh began to ere£t batteries againft the town, 
admiral Arbuthnot embraced the firft favourable opportunity that 
oflfered for paflSng Fort Moultrie; and on the ninth of April, 
with a ftrong foutherly wind and flowing tide, he weighed 
anchor, and effedled his purpofe with very little lofs. His 
fquadron confifted of the Renown of fifty, the Romulus and Roe- 
buck, each of forty-four guns; the Richmond, Blonde, Raleigh, 
and Virginia, frigates, and the Sandwich armed ftiip ; ^and although, 
in paffing, the fliips were expofed to a heavy cannonade from Fort 
Moultrie, their whole lofs of men, in killed and wounded, amounted 
only to twenty-feven ; and the daniage done to them in other re- 
fpeds was equally inconfiderable. As their entry into Cooper River 
was precluded, they anchored near Fort Johnfton, juft without the 
range of fliot from the batteries of the town. 

The fame day on which the fleet pafled Fort Moultrie, the firft 
parallel of the befiegers was finiftied ; and the town being now al- 
moft completely invefted, both by fea and land, the Britifti com- 
manders fummoned general Lincoln to furrender. His anfwer was 
Ihort, but firm, and conveyed an implied reflection againft the Bri- 
tifti commanders for their fuppofed tardinefs in making their ap- 
3 proaches ; 
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preaches: — ^* Sixty days,'* faid he, " have pafled fince it has been ^YYvrrr^' 

^' known that your intentions againft this town were hoftile, in which \ .^^ u 

*' time has been afforded to abandon it ; but duty and inclination ^'^ ^' 
*' point to the propriety of fupporting it to the laft extremity.'* 

The fummons being ineffedual, the batteries of the firft parallel ^J^^^ °^ 
were opened upon the town, and foon made a vifible impreffion. 
But ftill the communication between the country and the garrifon 
was kept open acrofe Cooper River; and on the very day on which 
the fummons was fent to general Lincoln, the American general 
Woodford paffed Cooper River with feven hundred continental 
troops, and entered the town. To affift in preferving this commu- 
nication, general Lincoln had left his cavalry without the lines, 
with orders to traverfe and keep open the country to the eaftward 
of Cooper River, as being that through which he expeded to re- 
ceive his reinforcements ; and by the fame route he hoped to be 
able to make good his retreat with the garrifon, if at laft he fliould 

find the town no longer tenable *. 

To 

• The underwritten Letter was intercepted and publiflicd by Sir Henry Clinton's orders 

during the fiege of Cbarleflown. 

Soutb Carolina, May ii, 1780. 

From B. Smltb to Mrs. Benjamin Smith, dated Charleftown, April 30, 1780. 
HAVING never had an opportunity of writing to her fincc the enemy began to a6l with 
•vigour, and knowing that a thoufand evil reports will prevail to increafe her uneafincfs — mine 
1 have fupported pretty well until laft night, when I really almoft funk under the load ; — 
Nothing remains around to comfort me but a probability of faving my life, - . - - - 
After going through many difficulties, our affairs are dally declining, and not a ray of hope 
remains to aflure us of fuccefs. - - - The enemy have turned the fiege into a blockade^ 
which, in a fhort time, muft have the defircd cfTeA ; and the moft fanguine do not now enter- 
tain the fmalleft hope of the town being faved. The enemy have continued their approaches 
with vigour continually, fince I wrote the inclofed, and arc now completing batteries about 
two hundred yards diftance from our lines ; they fire but ftldom from their cannon, but their 
popping off rifles and fmall-arms do frequent mifchief, and every night throw out an amazing 
number of fhells amongft our people at the lines, which, though not attended with the 
damage that might reafonably be expeded, do fome mifchief. Our communication is en- 

tirely 
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^xxxnr^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ retreat of the gartifon, and to prevent it from re- 
ceiving reinforcements, were objeds of fuch importance that they 
had not efcaped the attention of the Britifh general. But the main- 
taining his own communications with the fea had required all the 
troops he could fpare from the immediate operations of the fiege, 
until the Britifh fleet pafled Fort Moultrie, and gained the com- 
mand of the water between it and Charleftown. From this time 
fir Henry Clinton felt no farther apprehenfion about his own com- 

tirely cut off from tlie country (excepting by a fmall boat at great rifquc) by lord Corn- 
tvalfisjwho occupies every landing-place from Haddrill's Point, a confiderable way up the river, 
with two thoufand five hundred men. When I wrote laft, it was the general opinion that we 
could evacuate the town at pleafure ; but a confiderable reinforcement having arrived to the 
enemy, has enabled them to ftrengthen their pofls fo effeftually as to prevent that meafurc. 
The fame caufe prevents our receiving further fupplies of provifions or reinforcements, and a 
ihort time will plant the Britifh flandard on our ramparts. You will fee by the inclofed fum- 
mons that the perfons and properties of the inhabitants will be faved ; and confequently I cx- 
peft to have the liberty of foon returning to you ; but the army muft be made prifoners of 
war. This will give a rude (hock to the independence of America ; and a Lincolnade will 
become as common a Icrm as Biirgoynade : But I hope we (hall in time recover this fevcrc 
blow. However, before this happens, I hope I (hall be permitted to return home, where I 
muft ftay, ats my fituation will not permit me to take any further an adive part ; and therefore 
my abandoning my property will fubjeft me to many inconvenienciesandlo(re8, without being 
any way ferviceable to the country. - - - This letter will run great rifque, as it will be 
furroundcd on all fides ; but as I know the perfon to whofe care it is committed, and feel for 
your uneafy fituation, I couM not but truft it. AfTure yourfelf that I (hall (hortly fee you, as 
nothing prevents Lincoln's furrender but a point of honour in holding out to the laft extre- 
mity. This is nearly at hand, as our provifions will foon fail ; and my plan is to walk off as 
foon as I can obtain permifiion Should your father be at home, make him ac- 
quainted with the purport of this letter, and remember me to him ; alfo to your mother, but 
do not let the intelligence go out of the houfe, - - - - but a mortifying fcene muft 
firft be encountered : The thirteen ftripes will be levelled in the duft, and I owe my hfe to the 

clemency of a conqueror. 

Your ever affedionate hu(band, 

(Signed) B. SMITH. 

Note. Thofe parts filled up with hyphens contain expreflions of tenderncfs to his wife, no 
way interefting to the public; for which reafon we have omitted topubli(h them. 

munications. 



AMERICAN WAR. h^y 



munications, and was enabled to detach lieutenant-colonel Webiler, 
with one thoufand four hundred men, to cut off thofe of the enemy. 
By the advanced guard of this detachment, compofed of Tarleton's 
legion and Fergufon's corps, the American cavalry, with the militia^ 
attached to them, were furprifed in the night of the fourteenth of 
April, at Biggin's Bridge, near Monk's Corner, thirty-two miles^ 
from Charleftown, and completely routed and difperfed, with the 
lofs of all his ftores, camp equipage, and baggage *. 

• Forty-two large waggons, one hundred and two waggon -horfes, eighty-two dragoon- 
horfes, and feveral officers horfes j a quantity of ammunition, flour, butter, clothing, camp 
and horfe equipage ; harncfs for all the waggons ; all the officers clothing and baggage ; toge- 
ther with five puncheons of rum, fix hogfheads of mufcovado fugar, four barrels of indigo, a, 
quantity of tea, coffee, fpices, nails in cafks, fome French cloth, three barrels of gunpowder, 
light-dragoon fwo^ds, &c. &c. found in a (lore, which was fet on fire, and blown up by the 
careleffnefs of the centinel, who. In going to draw fome rum, fet it on fire, and in a fliort time 
the flore was blown up. The lofs of the Americans, in men, was major Birnie of Pulafki'S; 
legion of dragoons, three captains, one lieutenant, and ten privates, killed ; fifteen privates^ 
one captain, and two lieutenants, wounded ; fifty-eight privates, two captains, and three lieu- 
tenants, taken prifoners, including the wounded. Major Birnie was mangled in the moft 
(hocking manner ; he had feveral wounds, a fevere one behind his ear. This unfortunate 
officer lived feveral hours, reprobating the Americans for their condu^ on this occafion, and 
even in his laft moments curfing the Britifli for their barbarity, in having refufed quarter after 
he had furrendered. The writer of this, who was ordered on this expedition, afforded every 
affiilance in his power ; and had the major put upon a table, in a public-houfe in the village^ 
and a blanket thrown over him. The major, in his laft moments, was frequently iofulted by 
the privates of the legion : Some dragoons of the Britifh legion attempted to ravifli feveral 
ladies at the houfe of fir John Colhngton, in the neighbourhood of Monk's Corner. Mrs. 

» the wife of Dodor of Charleftown, was moft barbaroufly treated ; ftic wag 

a moft delicate and beautiful woman. Lady ■ received one or two wounds with a 

fword. Mifs — , fifter to major , was alfo ill treated. The ladies made their 

efcape, and came to Monk's Corner, where they were proteded ; a carriage being provided, 

they were efcorted to the houfe of Mr. — . The dragoons were apprehended and 

brought to Monk's Corner, where, by this time, colonel Wcbfter had arrived and taken the 
command. The late colonel Patrick Tcrgufon (of whom we fhall have occafion to fpeak 
hereafter) was for putting the dragoons to inftant death. But colonel Webfter did not con- 
ceive that his powers extended to that of holding a general court-martial. The prifoners were 
however fent to head-quarters, and, I believe, were afterwards tried and whipped. 

By 
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By this defeat a paflage was opened acrofs the head branches 
of Cooper River for the remainder of the detachment to move forward 
'^ °* and occupy the country to the eaftward of it. Some days afterwards, 
by the arrival of a reinforcement from New York, the commander 
in chief was enabled to fend another detachment acrofs Cooper 
River ; and the command of the whole was given to earl Corn^ 
wallis. 

The force detached to the eaftward of Cooper River was now fo 
confiderable as to cut off from the garrifon all reafonable hopes 
of efFeding a retreat. A council of war was called ; and by their 
advice, an offer was made for furrendering the town on certain con- 
ditions: But the conditions propofed were of fuch a nature as 
could not be acceded to by the Britifh commanders, and were of 
courfe inftantly rejeded. In the mean time the befiegers were daily 
iadvancing their works : The fecond parallel was completed on the 
twentieth of April, and the third on the fixth of May. The laft of 
thefe had been pufhed fo near to the provincial works as to be clofe 
to the canal ; and the canal, for a confiderable part of its extent, was 
quickly drained of its water by a fap carried to the dam. 

The misfortunes of the befieged now crowded faft upon them. 
On the fame day on which the third parallel was completed, the 
garrifon of Fort Moultrie furrendered to captain Hudfon of the 
navy, who had been landed on Sullivan's Ifland, with two hundred 
feamen and marines, to attack the fort by land, whilft the fhips 
prepared to batter it from the water ; and, on the fame day alfo, 
the broken remains of the American cavalry, which had been col- 
leiSted with great care by a colonel White, were again defeated by 
colonel Tarleton on the banks of the Santee. Whilft the Americans 
lay under the preffure of thefe accumulated misfortunes, the Britifh 
commanders, with a view of favingthe efFufion of blood, thought pro- 
per once more to open a correfpondence with general Lincoln for the 

fur- 
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Surrender of the town : But the garrifon or the inhabitants were not CHAP, 



yet fufficiently humbled to accept of the terms that were offered ; 

and hoftilitles were recommenced. The batteries of the third parallel 

opened upon the town, and did great execution ; and at this fliort 

diftance the Heilian yagers, polled advantageoufly, fired their rifles 

with fuch cScGt^ that numbers of the befieged were killed at their . 

guns, and fcarcely any efcaped who ventured to fhew themfelves 

over the lines. During this fire, which continned for two daya 

without intermiffion, the befiegers gained the counterfcarp of the 

outwork that flanked the canal ; the canal itfelf was paflfed ; and the 

works were advanced almoft to the verge of the ditch» The hopes 

of the inhabitants now forfook them : All the horrors of an aflfault 

prefented themfelves to their aflfrighted imaginations; and they 

joined in a petition to general Lincoln, praying lum to accept the 

terms which had been bflfered. A flag of truce was accordingly 

fent out with a propofition to that eSeGt. And, whatever fevere 

juftice might have didated, the Britifh commanders, unwilling to 

l^refs to unconditional fubmiffion a reduced enemy, whom clemency 

might yet reconcile, accepted the propofition, and agreed to grant 

the fame terms which had been before rejeded. The capitulation RcdoftiM or 

was figned on the twelfth of May ; and on the fame day the gar- ^**^ ^^' 

rifon laid down their arms, and major-general Leflie took pofleflioa 

of the town. 

By the articles of capitulation the garrifon were allowed fome of 
the honours of war: They were to march out and depoiit their 
arms between the canal and the works of the place; but the drums 
were not to beat a Britifh march, nor the colours to be uncafed: 
The continental troops and feamen, keeping their baggage^ were to 
remain prifoners of war until exchanged : The militia were to be 
permitted to return to their refpedive homes as prifoners on parole ; 

Vol* IL B b and^ 
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^xxxni^' and, while they kept their parole, were not to be molefted in their 
v» ->> — ■^ property by the Britilh troops : The citizens of all defcriptions were 
' * to be confidcred as prifoners on parole, and to hold their property 
in the town on the fame terms as the militia : The officers of the 
army and navy were to retain their fervants,^ fwords, piftols, and 
baggage, unfearched ; they were permitted to fell their horfes, but 
not to remove them out of the town : And a flag of truce was to^ 
be furniflied to carry general Liacoki's difpatches ta Philadelphia, 
unopened.. 

The lofs of the Britifli troops, during the fiege, amounted tO» 
ieventy-fix killed, and one hundred and eighty-nine woundedf 
that of the garrifon was not, in the whole, quite fo much : But ih 
the number of the flain was greater. The prifoners taken in Charlefi- 
town, including the deputy governor, and the council of the pro* 
vince, feven general officers, a comtnodore, ten continental regi- 
ments, but much reduced ; three battalions of artillery, with town 
and country militia, amounted to more than live thoufand men ; to 
whom muil be added about one thoufand American and French fea^ 
men, and near four hundred pieces of ordnance, with a coiifideri-' 
able quantity of ftores\ 

A Return of tlic Ships, and Veffcla taken or dcftroyed at the Surrender of Charleftown; 

ThcBricole, pierced for 60, mounting 44 gun«, twenty-four and eighteen pounders, fiink-;. 
fcer captain, of&cersi and company prifoners. The Trmte, 26 twelve pounders, funk | her 
•aptain, 5cc. prifoners. Queen of France, 28 nine pounders, funk ; her captain, &c. prifoncri^ 
■Cencral Moultrie, 20 ftx pounders, funk* ; ditto. Notre Dame (Brig); 16 ditto, funk ; ditto. 
Froridence, 32 eighteen and tweKe pounders, taken ; captain and company prifoners. BoftoDi) 
•f the fame force, taken ; ditto.. Ranger, 20 fix pounders, taken ; ditto. 

French Ships. L'Avanturc, 26 nine and fix pounders, commanded by the Sieurde Bru^ 
lot^ Lieutenant de Vaifleaux, taken and company. Polacre, 16 fix pounders, taken* 

Some empty brigs, lying at the wharfs, with other (mall veifels, wercalfo taken, and four 
armed galleys. 
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- The commander in chief, in his public orders Iffued after the fur- ^^.^xni'^* 
render of the town, and in his difpatches to the fecrctary of fltate, u — /— ^ 
Ivas lavifli in encomiums upon the officers who ferved under him, ^'^ ^ 
told the troops he commanded. The affiftance he received during 
the fiege from his general officers^ earl Cornwallis, major-generals 
Leflie, Huyne, and Kofpotch, and brigadier-general Patterfon, is. not 
only honourably remembered but thankfully acknowledged. The 
merits of captain Elphinfton of the navy, who conduced all the 
naval operations relating to the army in its progrefs from North 
Edillo to Charleftown, and in the paffage of Afliley River, and 
alfo of all the other officers and feamen ferving on fhore during the 
fifege, are warmly recommended to the notice of the king, together 
with the fervices of the officers and foldiers of the royal artillery, 
the corps of engineers, and in fhort of every other corps, whether 
^ Britifh or Heffian, but more particularly of the yager detachment. 
The names of lieutenant-colonels Webfter and Tarleton, but above 
all of the chief engineer major Moncrieff, fill up the lift of brave 
and meritorious officers that are particulariy mentioned. The ier« 
▼ices of the two firft of thefe have been already noticed in the pro- 
grefs of the fiege : By the bravery of the one, am} the good coim 
duGt of the other, the country to the eaftward of Cooper River wat 
evened to the Britifh troops, the American cavalry routed and dif^ 
perfed, and the communication between the town and the country 
cut off: And with refpedl to the lafl of thefe officers, no language 
can exprefs more forcibly than that ef the commander in chief, the 
fenfe which he entertained of his very extraordinary merit. Thefe 
are his words : " But to major Moncrieff, the commanding engi- 
** neer, who planned, and, with the affiflance of fuch capable offi- 
** cers under him, conduced the fiege with fo much judgment, 
** intrepidity, ajid laborious attention, I wifh. to render a tribute of 

B b 2 '' the 
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^xxxni^* •* the very higheft applaufe and moft permaruent gratitude; pciv 
Ui-^-i-/ ^^ fuaded that far more flattering commendations than I can bef^aiffr 
" will not fail to crown fuch rare merit/' 

Of this officer it may be remarked, that he was not more happy*^ 
in the pofleiCon of fuperior talents than fortunate in occafiona tit: 
difplay them* The fucceffive fieges of Savannah and CharleftowiL< 
iumifbe.d him wkb opportunities of exepiplifying his fkilt'tn the twch 
principal branches of lus profefllon, the arc of defence^ and. that €)£ 
attack : In both, bis ix^fterly defigos were crowned with fuccdb; nor 
is k eafy to* determine in which of them, hi^ great attmaxneots in hiai 
ppofeflion fhone with brighteft luilre;. 
Incurfion^f Wbilft the Brkifh »m8 were thus emrployed in Soudi CaroUnti^ 

tlie Spaniards , , 

into Weit the Spamards made a frefb in4:ur{k>a into Weft Floridat and^ 
fucceeded in reducing the towa and fort of Mobille,. with the ad-^ 
joining country. In the month of January Don Bernardo de Galveai 
iailed £rom New Orleans,, witk a fteet confiftmg of fuiteeQ armed' 
vefTelt, and a number of traolports^ hairing on board one thoulancl 
£¥e hundred regular troops, and five hundred people of colour. Ooi 
his paffage he was overtaken by a ftorm, ia which feverfd of hi» 
neflels were loft, witha num,ber of hb troops, and great part of his^ 
provifions, artillery, and ammunition*. With, the reft he arrived pST 
the entrance inta Mobille Bay, and landed upon the point of land 
&rmiQg the eaftern extremky of that inlet,. wJbiere he remained 
until he obtained a reinforcement of men, and. a. freih fupply of pKH 
vlfions,. artillery, smd ammunition^ When thefe arrived,. Don Ber-r 
nardo de Galves again embarked hi& troops, £md, failing upi the Bay^ 
knded at Dbg River, about £3ur miles from. Mobille„ on^ the twenty-^ 
fifth of February,. From thence he advanced* againft the fort, and! 
proceeded to make regular approaches, a wafte of labour and time 
that feemed unneceilary againft a place fo totally unprovided for de*^ 

fence» 
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CHAP, peditlons, under lord Cprnwallis, was intended to overpower, or 
\^ ^ ^ ^1 driye out of the province, a body of continental troops under a co- 
Ignet Burfordy vihOy arriving top late in the fiege to be able to 
thww fuccQurs into Charleftown, had taken poft on the northera 
banks of the Santee; and, being joined by thofe of the American. 
cavalry who had furvived their laft defeat by Tarleton, made a fhew 
of oppofition to the Britiib interefl;, and endeavoured to keep alive 
the e;xpiring hopes of , th? Apericans, The fecond of thefe expedi-* . 
tion§,;was.to procee4 up the fbutj^-y^^ft fide of the Santee to the dii& , 
tria of Nipety-fix, in order to confirm and encourage the loyal, and . 
reduce the difs^e£ted ; And the third, with a fimilar intentioDi to 
lao^^ up the; l?»nk^. of Savannah to Augulbu .^ - . 
. In the mean time the commander in chi^^ who :had received ia«r 
fprnutioa that a French armament, with tranfports and troops, might 
be expelled on the poaft of America, to co-operate with, general 
Waftiington, rwas liufily employed in preparing for, his return, tx^. 
New Yprk^ afid in eflablifhing fuch regulations for furthering: and 
feciiring the Britifh intereft in South Carolina, 9f. were ne^dGTary,. 
Hisaddnefsto preyiou^.to his departure. A hand-bill was publiihed and: circulated 
flints of South amoogft the inhabitants, by which they were reminded| that as 
Caro na,^ ^^ commander in chief, upon his firft arrival in die province, had 
;itaken no ftep whatfoever to excite the loyal inhabitants to. rife in 
, favour of government, whilft the king's troops employed in the 
fiegp of Gbarleftown might be unable to affift them in their efforts^ 
- n)orwifhed;tq ^rawtj^e Jripg's friends into danger whilft any doubt, 
cgidd remain pfth^ fucceis; fb now, that fuccefs was ceirtain^he 
trufled that one ^d all would heartily join, and by a general con-* . 
currence give effefl: to fuch neceffary meafures as might from time 
to time be pointed out. The helping hand of every man, it ,waa 
i«d!* wa^! wanted to re-eftabliflx peace and good government* Thofe 

who 



AMERICAN W A RL-^ i^. 

t^ho ha(! families^' might form' a militia to remain at home and pre- CHAP. 

. • . XXXIII. 

ferve peace and good order in their own diftrids ; whilft . thofe who Im, ■■^- m^ 

were young, and had no families^ it was expeded would be reader *^ ^ 

to affift the king's troops in driving their opprefJbrs,^ an* alt perfbnsf 

whatfoever ading under the atithority of congrefs^ far from thet 

province ; and, for this purpofe, that they fhould prepare themfelvear 

to ferve with the king's troops for any fix out of the next twelve 

months, under officers of their own choice, arid with this exprefs 

ftipulation^ that they fhould be allowed^ whdi on fervice, the 

ikme pay,, ammunitron, and^prdvifibns, asr the. king's, ti^oops^! and 

fiiould not be obliged to marctr beyond North Gafoliha on the one 

fide, or Georgia on th^ othen. Having ferved for that period, it 

was f^^' that they would have paid their debt to their country, 

would be fraed from all 'further daxm bfimiliiary fervice^ except the 

trfua) militia duty at home,^ and would be entitled to enjoy undifr 

Curbed that peace, • liberty, and fecurity of property, which they had 

contributed to eftablifhv A prodafnation was alfo iiTued by the 

commander vn chief,: on the twenty-fecond of May, by which Maf- 

cfie£tuat coucitenance^ Iprotedion,. aiid fupport, were promifedto the 

king's faithful and peaceable fubjeds; and the moil exemplary fe« 

verity, with confifcation of property, denounced againft.thofe who 

fiiould hereafter appear in arms withini the ptpTiace againf¥ his 

majefty's government, or who fhould attempt ti> compel any 

others to do fo, ot who fhould hinder or iniimidate any of the 

king's faithful and loving fubjeds from joining his. forces^ or per^ 

forming thofe duties- which their aHegiancc required.. And on the 

firfl of June another proclamation was iflued, in the name of £\t 

Henr7 Clinton and admiral Arbuthnot, as commiffioners ; iot re* 

^ring peace to the colonies, by which a fiill and free pardon wai 

promifed to all thoie who, having been miiled from their duty^ 

:, fhould 
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€. H A F. Ihoiild immediately return to their* allegiance, and a dlie obedience 
t^mm,^^ to the laws, excepting only fuch as were polluted with the blood of 
*' ■ their fellow-citizens, (hed under the mock forms of juftice for their 
loyalty to their fovereign, and adherence to the Britifh government: 
By the fame proclamatioo,, the promife of efiedual countenance, 
prote^ion^ and fupport, was renewed to the loyal and well-afFeAed ; 
and, as foon as the fituation of the province would admit of it, a 
reinftatement of the inhabitants in the pofleffion of all thofe rights 
and immunities which they formerly enjoyed under the Britiih go-* 
Temment ; and alfo an exemption from taxation, except by thdr own 

lu cffea« legiflature. Thefe meafures feemed well calculated t6 encourage the 
toyal, and intimidate the difafieded ; and appear to have produced 
4 confiderable efie£L Moft of the peqple round Charleftown came 
in, and offered to ftand forth in defence of the Britifh government; 
and not a few actually took up arms, and placed theibfetves under 
the direction of major Fergufon, who was appmnted to commMid 
them. General Williamfon, and the militia of the diftriftof Ninety^ 
fix, fubmitted to the o£Bcer who commanded the expedition into^ tliat 
part of the country ; and the inhabitants in the fbuthern parts of Hie 
province made the Hke fubmiilion to the Britiih officer commanding 
at Beaufort. Nearly about the fame time alfo, the conamander is 
chief received tike pleafihg intelligence that the continental troops and 
militia under colonel Burfbrd had been completely routed and difperfed 
by lieutenantKrolonel Tarleton, who was fent by lord Corawailis ia 
purfuk of them. Immediately after the fuo'ender of Charieftowa 
eofeonel Burf ord^ who& force confifted of three hundred and eighty 
continental infantry, a detachment of Wa£hington*s cavalry, and 
twD fix pouiodeiis, quitted, his poft on th« banks of the Santee, and 
began a retneaf up the nortb-eafl fide of tibat river, with a view of 
(etmng into the back country of North Carolina to join a reinforce^ 
' 4 ment 



I 
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TOTOt wWch he expelled to meet him by that route. Earl Com- ^J^^ * 
vrailis did not begia his maFch in purfuit of him until the eighteenth K^^^^mJ^ 
of May, and then moved on towards Camden. After croffing the *' ^* 
Santee, and marching fome days on the road by which Burford had 
retreated, findixig him too far advanced to be overtaken by the 
main body of his detachment, lord ComwalUs difpatched lieutenant* 
4X>lonel Tarleton, with forty men of the feventeenth regiment of 
dragoons, one hundred ahd thirty of the cavalry of the legion, and 
one hundred mounted infantry of the fame corps, to endeavour by 
forced marches to come up with hinu By this officer, after a march Befcat^f the 

Americta 

of one hundred and fiv« miles in fifty-four hours, Burford was colMdBur- 

overtaken at Waxhaws, on the borders of Nordi Carolina^ on the 

twenty-ninth of May^ and defeated, with the lofs of almoft all his 

detachment, and the whole of his artillery, ammunition, and bag«* 

gage. The execution done in this adion was ievere: One 

hundred and thirteen were killed on the fpot, and two.^ hun-^ 

dred and three made prifoners, of whom one hundred and fifty 

were badly wounded. Burford made his efcape by a precipitate 

flight on horfd>ack» The king's troops were entitled to great com« 

mendation for their adivity and ardour on this occafion, but the 

virtue of humanity was totally forgot. The lofs of the Btiti£h 

troops was trifling; two officers and three privates being killed^ 

and' one officer .and fourteen privates wounded*. 

The 

^ Upon the inarch toOunden the BVhifli troops were fupported from the country througk 
^ivfalch they pafle4> A number of negroes* mounted on horfes^ were empbycd imder proper 
iconduftors in driving in cattle for the fupport «f the army, and» though they were in general 
very fmall» the army was plentifully fupplied. The cattle were delivered alive to the regt« 
^nentSy who found their own butchers. On the i ft of June the royal army took pofleffion of < 

Camden, in a day or two after which colonel Tarkton joined the army at Camden, diftant 
fiearly one hundred miles from Charlefiown. Upon the approach of the army to Camden tbe 
author, who had the honour of being commiflary to the troops under lord Comwallis, was 
by his Iord(hip ordered to move on im front, to poft centinels, and take charge of fuch flores 
as might be found-in the town. In confequence of that ordcry a mill belonging to a colonel 

Vol. IL C« KcrOiaw 
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The laft remains of the continental force in South Carolina beingp 
extirpated by the defeat of Burford at Waxhaws, and the inhabitants 
in inoft parts of the. province having either fubmitted to the Britifh 
government, or taken paroles from the officers commanding the de^^ 
tachments fent amongft them, the commander in chief, confidering 
the province as completely reduced, thought fit, previous to his de-* 
parture for New York, to alter the condition of thofe who had fub- 
mitted upon parole; and, inftead of confidering them any h)iiger as 
prifoners, to require of them the duties, and entitle them to the r%hts) 
of a£tive citizens and loyal fubjeds. For this purpofe a proclama*^ 
tion was iflued, bearing date the third of jjune,.declaringthat all the 
inhabitants of the province who were prifoners on parole^ except 
thofii who were in the military line, and thofe who were in; Fort 
Moultrie, or in Charleftown, at the time of the fiiixender q£ tko& 
places, or who were then in adiual confinement, fhould, froia and 
after the twentieth, of that month, be fireed and exempted from all 
iuch paroles, and be reftored to all' the rights andduties of citizcssand 
inhabitants :, But, bjrthe fam^' proclamation, it was alfo declared that 
all perfbns under the above defcription, who ihould afterwards n^teA 

Kerftaw was taken poffeflion of; in jt was found a quantity of wheat and flour. In a ft<Jr» 
belonging to Jofcph and Eli Kerfkaw was found a quantity of merchandise ; 21 rice tierces. 
^ hogfheads and a half of indfgo,. fome tea, fugar, coffee, andfhnen^ wKfcK were fent to tEc 
general hofpital. A qnantity of (alt, 20 barrcU of flour, r 8 ditto Indian iorrt meal,- one 
hogfiiead of nun, a quantity of bacon and hams, butter, brimftone, axes and wedges, fent ta- 
Ae engineer department. Rhubarb in root, damaged, fent to the general hofpitaL A nump 
ber of hats, and fome grecrt cloth, dlftribut^d to the troops. In a bam near the river ninety 
hogfheads of tobacco, part of which* was deftroyed" by the troops, the reft was orderfcd by 
lord Cemwallfs to be fent t6 CharifcftoWn. We fliall have occafion hereafter to fliew how the 
indigo and tobacco w^rc difpofed'of. Near 100 head of cattle were found in and near the 
town, together with feme flieep. Lord Comwallis ordered the commiflaries to give no receipt 
to colonel Kerfhaw for the property taken from him, as he was deemed a very violent man, 
and who was faid to have perfecuted the Ibyallfts. We will hereafter aflign our reafons for 
being fo particular. A return was made every night to lord Comwallis of all fpecies o£ 
property taken in the courfe of the dayj of its diftribution, and of the amount in handl 

"to 
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«o return to their allegUncc, and a due fubmiffionto his majelly's go- CHAP. 
Ternment, Ihould be confidercd as enemies and rebels to the fame, 
and be treated accordingly, Thefe general regulations having been 
leftablifhed, the commander in chief, on, the fifth of June, embarked 
for New York^ carrying with him all the troops that could be fpared, 
leaving lieutenant-general earl Cornwallis in the command of 
thofc that remained, with the charge of. profecutirig thie war in 
North Carolina as foon as the feafou of the year, and other circum- 
iiances, would permit, 

:. The force left under lord Cornwallis amounted to about four Difpofitlo* 
thoufand men ; and as the expedition into North Carolina was ne- in South Ca- 
ceflarily delayed, from the heat of the feafon, the impoffibility of ^^^^ 
fubfifting an army in that province until the harveft was over, and 
the neceflity of forming magazines, with a chain of communica- 
tions properly fecured before the expedition was begun, the troopiR 
were in the mean, time fodifpofed in cantonments as to cover the 
frontiers both of South Carolina and Georgia, and fecure their in- 
ternal quiet. The principal force upon the frontiers was at Camden, 
^nder the command of lord Rawdon : It confifted of the twenty- 
third and thirty-third regiments, the volunteers of Ireland, the legion 
cavalry. Brown's and Hamilton's corps of provincials, and a de- 
tachment •x)f jartiHery. Major M' Arthur, with the two battalions 
of the feventy-firft, was advanced to Cheraw Hill, upon the river 
Pedee^ to cover the country between Camden and Georgetown, 
jtnd to correfpond with the highland fettlement on Crofs Creek, in 
North Carolina : And Georgetown was garrifoned by a detach-* 
inent of provincial under captain Saunders of th^ queen's ran- 
gers. Camden was connefted with the diftridt of Ninety-fix by a 
ftrong poft at Rocky Mount, upon the Wateree, garrifoned by the 
^ew York volunteers, and fome militia, under lieutenant-colonel 

C c 2 Turn- 
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Turnbull. At Nincty-fix were ftadoncd thrte Vattallons of provia^ 
dais, and feme companies d Hght-infantry;. at firft commanded hj 
lieutenant-colonel Balfour, and afterwards hj fieutenant-KioIond 
Gruger. Major Fergufon's corps of provincials, and a body oC 
loyal militia, were not ftationary, but traverfed the country betweea 
the Wateree and the Saluda, and fometimes approached the coq^p^- 
fines of Nc»th Carolina.. At Augufta lieutenant-cotonel Browa 
commanded with his own, and detachments from fome other regi*- 
ments,. The reft of the troops were ftationcd at Charleftown, Beau«^ 
fort, and Savannah: Brigadier-general Patterfoa commanding at the 
firft of thefe places^ and lieutenant-colonel Alured Clarke at the laft;^ 
And at Camden was to be formed the principal magazine for the in"«- 
tended expedition. 

Upon earl Cornwallis, as .commander in chief in South Carolina; 
devolved alfo the care of adjufting the internal afi^irs, and efl:ablifh«- 
ing fuch regulations, whether civil or commercial, as might be ne*- 
ceflary for its future profperityj and, to enter upon this arduous 
tafk, he repaired to Chaiieftown, as foon as he had fixed the pofH^ 
and cantoned the troops in the manner already mentioned. A cor-^ 
refpondence had been kept up with the loyalifts in North Carolina: 
And, as the expedition into that province was neceffarily delayed^, 
his lordfhip fent emifTaries amongft them to requeft the well-afFeaed* 
to attend to their harveft, colled provifions, and remain quiet till 
the King's troops were ready to enter the province, which would not 
be till the end of Auguft, or beginning of September. But, unfor-*^ 
tunately, this prudent and necelTary admonition was not attended to. 
A number of loyalifts in Tryon County having prematurely affem* 
bled in arms under a colonel More, towards the end of June, wei;e 
quickly routed and difperfed by a provincial force under general' 
Rutherford. This unfucccfsful inibrredion furnifhed a pretence for 

perfb- 
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perfecuting the loyalifts in other parts of the province j their gaols 
were filled with loyalifts, and every day added a vidtim to their 
gibbets : Such were the fufFerings of the loyalifts ; and fo haraflcd 
and opprefled were they, that about eight hundred of them, who haxf 
intended to wait the approach of the king's troops, at length loft all 
patience, and^ aflembling under a colonel Bryan, quitted their ha- 
bitations and marched towards South Carolina, where they were 
fortunate enough to arrive unmolefted, and joined major M'Arthur'a 
detachment at Chcraw HilL Never was a finer body of men col- 
fefted ; ftrong, healthy, and accuftomed to the feverity of the 
climate ; had they been properly difciplined, they might have ren- 
dered the moft important fervices. Upon their marching into Cam- 
den they prefented to our view the horrors of a civil war. Many 
of them had not feen their families for months, having lived in the 
woods to avoid the perfecution of the Americans. Numbers of them 
were in rags, moft of them men of property. There were men in 
Bryan's corps who poftefTed fome hundred acres of land, farms highly 
cultivated, and well ftocked: Thefe, with families and friends, they 
abandoned, to manifeft their attachment to the Britifh governmient. 

In the meanf time lord Cornwallis was bufily employed at 
Charleftown in forming regulations for the internal governmejit of 
South Carolina, and in forwarding to Camden the fupplie^ wanted 
for the army upon the intended expedition. A board of police was 
tftabliihed for the adminiftration of juftice, until the fituation of the 
province fhould admit of the regular reftoration of its former civil 
governments Commercial regulations were made for permitting 
to. a certain extent the exportation of the produce of the country;, 
arid great pains were taken to inroll the militia, and prepare for 
affifting in the defence of the province. In moft cafes parolea 
were exchanged for protections, accompanied with a renewal of 

alle- 
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CHAP, allegiance ; and for fome weeks an univerfal calm fucceeded the J^I* 

u -(<— / tations with which the province was lately diftradted *• 
Counter*-rc- B^t it was Hot long beforc the feeds of difcontent appeared, which^ 

amonff'thofc wheu fully matured, produced a counter-revolution in the miads 

who had fub- ^i^^ inclinations of the people as complete and as univerfal as that 

mitted to the r r sr 

power of Bri- which fucceeded the fall of Charleftown, Of thofe originally at- 
of Charlcf. tached to the American caufe, who, fmce the capture of Charlef- 
^^^"' town, had fubmitted to the Britifli government, either by taking 

the oath of allegiance, or obtaining a parole, fome were influenced 
by the ruinous appearance of American affairs, the defpair of ul- 
timate fuccefs, and a wifli to fave the remains of their property that 
had efcaped the ravages and devaftations of war ; others were infiu^ 
enced by the fear of punifhment, if they perfifted longer in main- 
taining an oppofition apparently fruitlefs ; and not a few by the hope 
of being fuffered to live quietly upon their eflates, as prifoners upon 
parole, and enjoying a kind of neutrality during the remainder of 
the wan The determination of congrefs to fend a part of general 
Wafliington's army to the affiftance of their adherents in South Ca- 
rolina, and the vigorous exertions of the colonies of Virginia and 
North Carolina to get a body of men in the field for the fame pur- 
|>ofe, quickly difpelled the apprehenfions of the two firft of thefe 
claffes, and roufed afrefh their hopes : And the laft of thefe claffes 
of men was very early difgufted by the proclamation, of fir Henry 
Clinton, which, without their confent, abrogated the paroles that 

* From the time that the Bntiih army entered Camden, until this period, it was wholly 
fupportcd by fupplies from the neighbouring diilnds. The militia were employed in collect- 
ing Indian corn to be ground into meal, which, iffued when new, made a good fubfUtutc for. 
\yheat. They were alfo employed in colleding cattle and (hccp ; they were allowed four (hiU 
lings and eight-pence per liead for cattle, and two (hillings and eleven-pence flcrling per head 
for (heep (for driving only). The owners had either a receipt, or a certificate, given them 
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Bad b^en granted, and, in one inftant, converted them either into C H A . P. 
loyal fubjeds or rebels. If it was proper policy at firft to hold v...-v-^^ 
a middle courfe betweeil thefe oppofite extremes, the fame po- ^^ ^ 
licy required that it (hould have been continued fome time longer > 
and that the cotidition of the inhabitants fhould have been altered, 
rather at their own application, either individually or coUedively, 
than by the arbitrary fiat of the commander in chief. In this man- 
ner a proper difcrimination might have been made between the in- 
habitants who were really loyal, and thofe who were nominally fo : 
But, by purfuing the oppofite courfe, they were all blended indif- 
criminately together. Even the violent revolutionift, unlefs he 
chofe to leave the country, was obliged to affume the appearance of 
loyalty : And thus the foundation of mutual jealoufy and diftruft 
was laid amongft the inhabitants themfelves. The revolutionifts 
complained that their condition was altered without their concur- 
rence ; and. the loyalifts murmured becaufe notorious rebels, by 
taking the oath of allegiance, and putting on a fliew of attachment, 
became entitled to the fame privileges with themfelves. 

Whilft thefe difcontents began to prevail, intelligence arrived- The ietztlw 

^ . ° mentfromgc- 

that major-general baron de Kalbc, with a detachment confifting of nend Wafh- 
two thoufand men^ from Wafliington's army, had advanced as far fcnttoNortS 
as Hillfborough, in North Carolina, and was preparing to move ^*™"^** 
forward to Salifbury, where colonel Porterfield, with three hundred 
Virginians, and Rutherford, with fome North Carolina militia, had 
taken poft : That Cafwell, with one thoufand five hundred militia 
ef the fame province, had marched from Crofs Creek to Deep River, 
in order to join the baron de Kalbe on the road to Salifbury ; that 
two thoufand five hundred Virginia militia were upon their march 
to the fouthward ; and that the aflembly of Virginia had voted five 
thoufand men to be immediately draughted from the militia, who 

were 
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were to fcrve as corps of obfervation. This intelligence increafed the* 
ill-humour of thofe inhabitants of South Carolina who were diiaf- 
feAed to the Britifli government, and cheriihed the fpirft of revolt, 
which began to difcover itfelf ; when not long afterwards informa- 
tion was received that congrefs had determined to make a bold 
efibrt for the recovery of South Carolina and Georgia, and that 
major-general Gates, whofe fame had been already eftablifhed at 
Saratoga, was appointed to the command of the fouthern zimj. 
Movements Befides thofe corps of the enemy already mentioned, a colonel 
rican colonel SumptcT, who had fled out of the province after the conqueft of 
umptcr, Charleftown, had influence enough to attach to himfelf a number of 
the people in that part of North Carolina where he had taken re- 
fuge, and with thefe, joined to fome refugees from his own pro- 
vince, forming a kind of flying camp, he had advanced as far as the 
Catawba fettlement. In confequence of fuch threatening move-^ 
ments on the part of the enemy, lord Rawdon found it necefliary 
to make an alteration in the difpofition of his pofts, with a view of 
making them more compafl:; and major M' Arthur, whofe poft aC 
Cheraw Hill was moft expofed, received orders to fall back. 

About this time, that fpirit of revolt, which had been hitherto 
reftrained by the diftance of the continental force now advancing 
to the fouthward, burft forth into a£lion ; And it made its ap* 
pearance in two diflTerent quarters of the province nearly about the 
fame inftant of time. Ever fince the fall of Charleftown the com- 
mand of the militia, in the diflxift bordering on the rivers Tyger' 
and Enoree, had been given to a colonel Floyd, their former' 
commander, colonel Neale, a violent perfecutor of the loyalifts, 
having fled out of the province. One Lifle, who had belonged ' 
to this corps whilft it was under the command of Neale, and who 
hjid been baniflied to the iflands upon the fea-coaft as a prifoner 
4 upon 
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.upon parole, availing himfelf of tlie commander in chief's procla- 
mation of the third of June, took the oath of allegiance, and ex- 
changed his parole for a certificate of his being a good fubjedl. 
Returning to his former abode, he obtained a command under co- 
lonel Floyd, and as foon as the battalion of militia was fupplied 
with arms and ammunition, had the traiterous addrefs to carry it off 
to colonel Neale, his former commander, who had joined Sumpter 
«in the Catawba fettlement. This inftance of treachery happened 
in the north-weft quarter of the province; and nearly about the 
fame time a fimilar inftance occurred in the north-eaft part of it. 
When it became neceflary for major M*Arthur to retire from 
Cheraw Hill, he embarked in boats the fick of his detachment, 
amounting to near an hundred, and ordered them to fall down the 
Pedee, to the Britifh poft at Georgetown, under an efcort of 
militia commanded by colonel Mills ; but as foon as the boats had 
proceeded fo far as to be out of the reach of afliftance from major 
M'Arthur, the militia rofe upon their commanding oflScer, and 
carried the fick into North Carolina as prifoners. Colonel Mills with 
fome difficulty made his efcape. 

Sumpter being joined by the battalion of militia under Lifle, His attempt 
completely armed and furnifhed with ammunition, his adtive genius poiUtRocky 



led him to undertake without delay fome enterprife againft the Britifli 
out-pofts. Towards the end of July he marched from the Catawba 
fettlement with nine hundred men ; and on the thirtieth of that 
month made an attack on the Britifh poft at Rocky Mount, wrhere 
lieutenant-colonel Turnbull commanded, with one hundred and 
fifty of the corps of New York volunteers, and fome militia. 
Rocky Mount was ably defended by Turnbull, with his little gar- 
rifon ; and Sumpter, after being repulfed in three different attacks, 
with a confiderable lofs of men, was obliged to dcfift. He re- 
YoL. II. D d treated 
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^^ -^ ^' treated again towards the Catawba fettlement, without being difcou- 

v,^ -^v 9 raged by the want of fuccefs ; and, as foon as he had recruited a 

fufficient number to make up for the lofs of men fuftained at Rocky- 
Mount, he returned towards the Britifh cantonments, and made an 
attack upon the poft at Hanging Rock, This poft was occupied by 
the infantry of the legion, part of Brown's corps of provincials, 
and colonel Bryan's North Carolina refugees ; the whole being under 
the command of major Garden of the prince of Wales's AmericaiT 
regiment. Sumpter diredted his attack againft that quarter of the 
poft which was occupied by colonel Bryan and his refugees, and 
was fortunate enough to furprife them: This corps was but ill fup- 
plied with ammunition, and had no bayonets. It is difficult even 
for the beft difciplined men to withftand the efFeds of a furprife ; 
but, for undifciplined men it is impoffible. The refugees fled with 
the utmoft precipitation, and fpread confufion through every quar- 
ter of the poft. Sumpter, profiting by the confufion, advanced 
with rapidity, and for a time feemed to carry every thing before 
him. At length the legion infantry, and the detachment from 
Brown's corps, by making three defperate charges with the bayonet, 
checked his progrefs. Still, however, he perfevered, and the fate 
of the attack remained doubtful, when the appearance of a rein- 
forcement changed entirely the fortune of the day. This rein- 
forcement confifted only of forty mounted infantry of the legion 
who were returning from Rocky Mount : But the captains 
Stewart and Macdonald, who commanded it, by ordering the 
men to extend their files, gave it the appearance of a formi- 
dable detachment. The bugle horns were direded to found a 
charge : And the Americans, already kept at bay, were now fear- 
ful of being overpowered, and haftily retreated, leaving behind 
them about one hundred of their killed and wounded^ 

3 The 
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The lofs of the Britifh troops in repelling this attack, does not C H a P. 
appear to have been exadtly afcertained, but it is admitted to have 
been confiderable ; and it fell principally upon the legion, and ^^ ^ 
the detachment from Brown's regiment, the refugees having fled 
fo early that few of them were either killed or wounded. Major 
Garden expofed hijnfelf to cenfure and difgrace, by refigning the 
command to captain Roufslet of the legion in the heat of action. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

Earl CornwaUis fets out from Cbarlejlown to Cmnden — ASiion bc^ 
tween the Americans under General Gatesy and the Brttifh under 
• Earl CornwaUisy near Camden — The American Force under Colonel 
Sumpter furprifed by Colonel Tarleton — Perjidy of the Americans — 
Refrained by Examples of Severity — Lord CornwaUis marches 
into North Carolina — Defeat and Fall of Major Fergufon. 

e H A P. TN the mean time the different corps of continental troops and 
i^_ ^^^ J_^ . militia, commanded by the baron de Kalbe, Cafwell, Rutherford^ 
^7^*^* and Porterfield, having formed a jundtion, entered the province of 
South Carolina, General Gates joined them on the twenty-feventh 
of July ; and the whole, under his command, advanced by the main 
road towards Camden. In order to flop their progrefs, lord Raw- 
don moved forward, with the force under his command at Camden^ 
and took a (brong pofition about fourteen miles in front of it, upon 
the wefl branch of Lynchers Creek. General Gates advanced on 
the oppofite fide j and th^ two armies continued for feveral days 
oppofed to each other, with the creek only intervening between 
their advanced parties. Whilfl the oppofite armies lay in this fitua- 
tion, orders were fent to lieutenant-colonel Cruger to forward 
with all hafle to Camden the four companies. of light-infantry fla-' 
tioned at Ninety-fix j and intelligence being received of a move-. 
ment made by the Americans towards their right, orders were fent 
to the Britifh officer commanding at Rugeley's Mills, to evacuate- 
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his poft, which was expofed on account of its advanced fituation, ^yv vm7 ^' 
and, after fending part of his detachment to join the army, to retire v^ -v-- -^ 
with the reft to Camden. By the evacuation of the poft at Ruge- ' 
ey's Mills the road leading from Waxhaws to Camden was left un- 
guarded ; and lord Rawdon, fearing that general Gates might at- 
tempt to pafs him by this road, and get into his rear, found it ne- 
ceflary to fall back from Lynchers Creek, nearer to Camden, and 
took a new pofition at Logtown. By this time ahnoft all the inha- 
bitants between Black River and Pedee had openly revolted and 
oined the Americans ; and, in other quarters, they feemed difpofed 
to follow the example, whenever it could be done with fecurity- 
Sumpter, with his force increafed by a detachment of continental 
foldiers, was fent acrofs the Wateree to favour the revolt of the in- 
habitants on the fouth-weft fide of that river, and to intercept the 
fupplies and reinforcements on the road to Camden ; and general 
Gates, in order to preferve a communicatioii with Sumpter, moved 
to his right up the north fide of Lynche's Creek, and took pofl at 
Rugeley's Mills, intending to advance from thence, by the Waxhaw 
road, to Camden, Information of thefe movements on the part of 
he enemy being regularly tranfmitted by lord Rawdon to Charlef- 
town, earl Cornwallis thought it necefTary to poftpone the comple- 
tion of the civil arrangements in which he had for fome time pafl 
been engaged, and to proceed to Camden, where the threatening 
afped of aflfairs required all his immediate attention.. He fet out The carl 
from Charleftown in the evening of the tenth, and arrived at Cam- fcJ^g'^ut from 
den in the evening of the thirteenth, of Augiift. The following fJ^clmdcT 
day he fpent in examining the condition of his own force, and in Auguft*. 
obtaining information of that of the enemy : Nearly eight hundred 
Britifh troops were fick at Camden. The number of thofe who 
were really effedtive, amounted to fomething more than, two thou- 
fand, including oflScers, of whom about fifteen hundred were regu- 
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lars, or belonged to eftablifhed provincial corps, and the reft, militia 
and refugees from North Carolina. The force under general Gates 
was rcprefented to amount to fix thoufand men, exclufive of Sump- 
ter's corps, which was eftimated at one thoufand : The American 
accounts, fmcc publifhed, fay that general Gates's army, even includ- 
ing Sumpter's corps, did not much exceed five thoufand men; but we 
have ground for believing that general Gates's force was little lefs 
than fix thoufand ftrong. But almoft the whole country feemed 
upon the eve of a revolt*. The communication between Camden 
and Charleftown appeared in danger of beug cut ofiF by the enter- 
prifing movements of Sumpter, whofe n ambers were daily in- 
creafing by the junction of difaffedted inhabitants. The fafety of 
the army depended upon preferving a communication with the fea- 
coaft ; and fomething was neceiTary to be done immediately for ex- 
tricating it from its perilous fituation. At this jundure a retreat to 
Charleftown might have been effedted without much difficulty j but 
the fick muft have been left behind, the magazines of ftores either 

♦ The militia of South Carolina were in general faithlefs, and altogether difTatisRed in the 
Britifh fcrvice. One great caufe of complaint with them was, that their horfes were frequently 
prefTed for the cavalry and quarter-mafter-general's department; and that thofe who could ob- 
tain certificates for them at a fair price, were neverthelefs great lofers by difpofing of thofe 
certificates to men who purchafed them at an enormous difcount, a fpeculation which very- 
much injured the public credit in that colony. It is to be obferved tliat a diftin<5lion was 
made between a receipt and a certificate. Where the word Receipt was made ufe of, it 
was intended that the proprietor fhould be paid upon his prefenting the receipt at Charleftown, 
and many of thofe receipts were afterwards aftually paid by orders on the paymafter-general. 
Where the word Certificate was made ufe of, it was intended as an evidence in the hands of 
the holder, of fuch and fuch property being taken, its payment to depend on contingencies. 
This regulation governed the condud of the commiffary until lord Cornwallis moved from 
Wynneiborough in January 1781; then, when receipts v^ ere given, they not only fpecified 
the property, but the value of that property, which gave them a negotiable authority. When 
<:ertificatcs were given, the property was fpecified, but no value affixed. Its payment, as be- 
fore, was to depend on the merit or demerit of the party at the end of the war. Receipts were 
frequently refufed ; but certificates never, unlefs the perfon whofe property had been taken 
vms known to be a decided enemy, and his charaftcr marked by a^s of inhumanity towards 
the loyalilU. 

aban- 
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abandoned or deftroyed, and the lofs of the whole country would ^yvyt'\7^' 
have neceflarily followed, except indeed Charleftown, in which there 
was already a fufficient girrifon for its defence. A defeat could not 
be much more injurious in its confequences than fuch a retreat : 
And where the motives for adion fo ftrongly preponderated, there 
was not much room for deliberation in the bread of an officer of fo 
much enterprife as lord Cornwallis, Confiding in the valour and 
difcipline of his troops, however inferior in number, he refolyed to 
move forward and attack the enemy,* whofe prefent fituation at 
Rugeley's Mills inclined him to execute his intention without delay. 
Meaning to attack them early in the morning of the fixteenth of 
Auguft, and to point his attack principally againft the continental 
regiments, whofe pofition, from the information he had received, 
he knew to be a bad one, earl Cornwallis began his march towards 
Rugeley's Mills, at ten in the evening of the fifteenth of Auguft, 
committing the defence of Camden to major M' Arthur, with fome 
provincials, militia, convalefcents of the army, and a detachment of 
the fixty-third regiment, which was expeded to arrive during the 
night. The army marched in the following order: The front 
divifion, commanded by lieutenant-colonel Webfter,. confifted 
of four companies of light-infantry, and the twenty-third and 
thirty-third regiments, preceded by twenty cavalry, and as many 
mounted infantry of the legion, as an advanced guard.. The centre 
divifion confifted of the volunteers of Ireland, the legion infantry,. 
Hamilton's North Carolina regiment, and colonel Bryan's refugees, 
under the command of lord Rawdon. And the two battalions of 
the feventy-firft regiment followed as a refer ve ; the dragoons of the 
legion forming the rear-guard. It is not a little fingular that the fame 
night, nearly about the fame time, and with a fimilar intention, ge- 
neral Gates fliould have left his encampment at Rugeley's Mills, and 
moved forward towards Camden, Both anuics marching on the 

fame. 
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Americans, 
under general 
Gates, and 
^the Britifli, 
under the 
carl Com- 
^'allis, near 
'Camdea« 



fiime road, in oppofite directions, their advanced guards met and 
fired upon each other about two in the morning. Some prifoners 
were made on both fides ; and from thefe the refpediive command- 
ers became acquainted with the movements of the other : Both 
armies halted and were formed ; and the firing foon afterwards 
ceafed as if by mutual confent. The ground on which the two 
armies had accidentally met was as favourable for lord Cornwallis as 
he could have wifhed : A fwamp on each fide fecured his flanks, 
and narrowed the ground in front, fo as to render the fuperiority of 
the enemy in numbers of lefs confequence : He therefore waited 
with impatience for the approach of dayj and as foon as it appeared 
made his lafl difpofition for the attack. The front line was made 
up of the two divifions of the army already mentioned under lord 
Rawdon and lieutenant-colonel Webfler, Webfler's divifion being 
to the right, and lord Rawdon's to the left. Thefe divifions were 
difpofed in fuch a manner, that the thirty-third regiment, on the left 
of Webfler's, communicating with the volanteers of Ireland, on the 
right of lord Rawdon^s, formed the centre of the line ; and to the 
front line were attached two fix-pounders, and two three-pounders, 
under the direcftion of lieutenant Macleod of the royal artillery. 
The feventy-firfl regiment, with two fix-pounders, formed a fecond 
line, or referve, one battalion being pofled behind each wing ; and 
in the rear of the whole, the cavalry were ready either to charge or 
purfue, as circumflances might require. 

The American army was alfo formed in two lines, general Gift's 
brigade of continental troops being on the right, the North Carolina 
militia in the centre, and the Virginia militia, which had joined the 
army only the day before, with the light-infantry, and Porterfield's 
corps, being on the left. The firfl Maryland brigade formed a fe- 
cond line or corps de referve : And the artillery was divided between 
the two brigades. 

The 
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' The oppofitc armies being thus ranged in order of battle, and CHAP, 

fome movement being obfefved on the left of the provincial line, as v ^ 

if a change of difpofition had been intended, lord Cornwallis deemed ^'^ * 
this the critical moment for beginning the adion, and gave orders 
to lieutenant-colonel Webfter to advance and charge the enemy* 
The order was immediately executed vsrith fuch alacrity, and the 
charge made^with fo much promptitude and fuccefs, that the Vir- 
ginia militia, quickly giving v^ay, threw down their arms and fled, 
and were foon afterwards followed by the greateft part of the militia 
of North* Carolina. The American referve was now brought into 
aftion ; and general Gates, in conjundtion with general CafwcU^ 
retiring with the militia, endeavoured to rally them at different ad- 
vantageous pafles in the rear of the field of action, but in vain i 
They ran at firft like a torrent, and afterwards fpread through the 
woods in every dire£tion. Lord Rawdon began the adion on the 
left with no lefs vigour and fpirit than Webfter had done on the 
right ; but here, and in the centre, againft part of Webfter's divip 
fion, the conteft was more obftinatdy maintained by the Americans, 
whofe artillery did confiderable execution* Thdr left flank waa, 
however, expofed by the flight of the militia ; and the light-infantry 
and twenty-third raiment, who had been oppofed to the fugitives, 
inftead of purfuing them, wheeled to the left and came upon the 
flank of the continentals, who, after a brave refiftance for near three 
quarters of an hour, were thrown into total confufion, and forced 
to give way in all quarters. Their rout was completed by the ca- ^ 
valry, who continued the purfuit to Hanging Rock, twenty-two 
miles from the field of adlion* Between eight and nine hundred of 
the enemy were killed in the a^ion, and in the purfuit, and about 
one thoufand made piifoners, many of whom were wounded* Of 
this number, were major-general baron de Kalbe, and brigadier- 
general Rutherfordt The former of thcfe oflicers, at the head 
Vol. IL E e <^i 
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€ H A p. ^f a continental regiment of infantry, made a vigorous charge on 
^u.-% — 1/ the left wing of the Britifli army^ and when wounded and taken 
^ prifoner would fcarcely believe that the provincial army had bce« 

defeated. He died of his wounds a few days after the adtion, ihuch 
regretted by the Americans. One hundred and fifty waggons, z 
confiderable quantity of military ftores, and all the baggage and 
camp equipage of the provincial army, a number of colourt^ 
and feveii pieces of cannon, were taken. General Gates, whe 
retired with the militia to endeavour to rally them, finding all 
his efforts vain, gave up every thing as loft, and flpd firft toCharlotte^ 
ninety miles from the place of a<ftion; and from thence to HiUfbo- 
rough, in North Carolina, one hundred and eighty miles from Cam- 
den. General Gift alone, of all the American commanders, was 
able to keep together about one hundred men, who flying acrois a 
fwamp on their right, through which they could not be purfued hj 
the Britifti dragoons, made good their retreat in a body. The- ioit 
of the Britifh troops in this battle amounted to three hundred and 
twenty-five, of whom fixty-nine were killed, two hundred and forty- 
five wounded, and eleven miffingr The weight of the adion£dU. 
upon the thirty-third regiment in the left of Webftcr's dJvifion, and 
the volunteers of Ireland in the right of lord Rawdon's ; and of 
courfe, by them the greateft lofs was fuftained, which amounted to 
two thirds of the whole. The road for fonie miles was ftrewed with ■ 
the wounded and killed, who had been overtaken by the legion iu\ 
their purfuit. The number of dead horfes, broken waggons, and /^ 
l^aggage, fcattered on the road, formed a perfe^fcene of horror and ij 

confufion : Arms, knapfacks, and accoutrements found were innume- j| 

rablc ; fuch was the terror and difmay of the Americans. The num- 
ber of killed, wounded, and taken, exceeded' the number of Britifk 
regular troops in the adion by at leaft three hundred. Lord CornwaU 
lif's judgmeiiVt in planning, kis promptitude in executing, and his forti- 
tude 
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tude and coolnefs during thetImeofaaion,juftly attra£ted univetfal *^vvv^v^' 
applaule and admiration. The lord Rawdon, who was only twenty- u— ^, — t 
five years of age, bore a very confpicuous part in this day's adion, '^ ♦ 
Colonel Webfter's condud was confiftent with his general charader: 
Cool, determined, vigilant, and adive in adion, he added to a re- 
putation eftablifhed by long fervice, the nniverfal efteem ar^l refped 
of the whole army, as an officer of great experience and obfervation 
as well as bravery and rigid difcipline. In a word, every Britifh 
officer and foldier evinced in this day's adion the moft perfed in- 
trepidity and valour. The Americau wounded were treated with 
the utmoft humanity. 

General Gates's condud has been much cenfured. We ate told n# 

place was appointed for rendezvous in cafe of a defeat : His baggage 

fliould have been much farther in the rear : By delay Gates muft 

1^ have added to his ftrength every hour, but he was confident of fuccefs* 

General Gates's army being thus completely ruined and difperfcd^ 
the only provincial force in South Carolina which remained entire 
was that under Sumpter on the other fide of the Wateree. Had he 
been permitted to retire into North Carolina unmolefted^ his force^ 
fmall as it was, would have been fufficient to occupy a conve-^ 
nient flation for colleding the fcattered remains of the Americam 
army : It was therefore of importance to ftrike at his corps, and en- 
deavour to cut it off. An objed of fo much confequence did pot efcape 
the attention of the commander in chief; and in the evening of the 
day of the engagement orders were fent to lieutenant-colonel Turn- 
bull, who, with the New York volunteers, upon evacuating the 
poft at Rocky Mount, had joined major Fergufoa's corps on Little 
River, to endeavour to intercept Sumpter in his retreat. The light- 
infantry and the legion, who were deftined to proceed on the fame 
fervice, being exhaufted with the fatigues of the day, were fuf- 
fcred to repofc themfelvcs during the night, but received orders to 

E e % be 
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CHAP, be in readinefs to march early the next morning, under the com* 
<■> -. — ; mand of lieutenant-colonel Tarleton. On the following morning 
The Amen- this adive and enterprifing oflBcer, in purfuance of his orders, fet 
rctc?"" ovit with his detachment, amounting to three hundred and fifty men, 
^"t 5T ^^^' ^^^ receiving intelligence, during his march, of the retreat of Sump- 
fond Tarle- ter along the weftern banks of the Wateree, purfued fo clofely^ 
that, after paffing the river at Rocky Mount Ford, he overtook him 
at two in the afternoon of the eighteenth of Auguft, near the Ca* 
tawba Ford, when he was within a few hours march of reaching a 
friendly fettlement. Sumpter, upon hearing of general Gates's de- 
feat at Camden, immediately began his retreat, and moved with fo 
\ much difpatch, that, thinking himfelf already out of all danger, he 
had encamped at this early hour to give his men fome repofe during 
the heat of the day. Th6 furprife was fo complete, that the Britifh 
foldiers, both cavalry and Infantry, entered the American camp, and 
cut off the provincials from their arms and artillery before they had 
time to affemble. Some oppofition was however made from behind 
fhe waggons in front of the militia, but the imiverfal confternatioa 
which prevailed rendered it ineffedual. One hundred and fifty of 
the provincials were either killed or wounded, and upwards of three 
hundred made prifoners. Sumpter's force confifted of one hundred 
continental foldiers, feven hundred militia, and two pieces of cannon r 
And he had in his train about two hundred and fifty prifoners, part 
of them Britifh foldiers, and the reft loyal miKtia, and a number of 
waggons laden with rum and other ftores for the Britifh^ which he 
had taken in the neighbourhood of Camden, on the oppofite fide of 
the river. - The prifoners were all releafed,. and the waggons re- 
taken : And the whok of the provincial ftores, ammunition, and 
^^^gS^gCj with their artillery, and one thoufand ftand of arms, fell 
into the hands of the conquerors. Sumpter, by riding off without 
Waiting to put on his coat^ which he had laid afide on account of 



American war. nf 

the heat of the weather, made his efcape; but the reft of his de- C H A P. 
tachment were all either killed, taken, or difperfed. The rapidity \>— ■■^y*--/ 
of Tarletoh's march had been fo great, that when he arrived at *^ °* 
Fifhing Creek, more than one half of his detachment, overpowered 
with fatigue, could proceed no farther. With only one hundred .^ 

dragoons, and fixty of the light-infantry, he continued the purfuit ; 
and with this fmall number the vidory was atchieved. The lofs of 
the Britifh detachment was inconfidcrable : It amounted to only 
nine killed, and fix wounded ; but unfortunately, amongft the for* 
mer, was captain Charles Campbell, who commanded the light- 
infantry, a young officer of the moft promifing abilities, whofe 
death was greatly lamented. 

By the vidory gained over general Gates at Camden, and the 
rout and total difperfion of his army, followed fo foon after by the 
defeat and ruin of the corps under Sumpter, the provincial force to- 
the fouthward feemed for a time entirely annihilated ; and nothing, 
prevented earl Cornwallis from proceeding immediately on his long- 
projected expedition into North Carolina, but the want of fome 
fuppKes for the army, which were on their Way from Charleftown^ • 
In the mean time emiflaries were again fent into North Carolina, 
with inftru£lions to the friends of government to take arms, and 
feize the moft violent of their perfecutors, with all the magazines 
and flx)res for the ufe of the American government, under an affur- 
ance that the Britifh army would march without lofs of time to 
their fupport. 

The delay occafioned by waiting for the ftores, gave time to the 
commander in chief again to employ his thoughts upon the internal 
affairs of the province, and to form fame new regulations which 
ixcent events and circumftanccs had rendered more immediately ne- 
ceffary. It was now apparent, by the revolts that had taken place Perfidy of th« 

t /• « 1 1 1 r Americans 

upon the approach of general Gates^ and by the number of 

militia 



ti4 HISTORY OF THE 

CHAP, militia vA\o liad joined him after exchanging their paroles for 

u -w^.-^ protedions, and fwearing allegiance to the Britifti government, 

that thofe perfons were not to be depended upon, that the lenity 

which had been fhewn to them had been abufed, and that it wai 

become neceflary to reftrain their perfidy by example? of fe- 

reftramcdby verity, and the terrors of punifhment. With this view, the eftates 

cxamplet of 

£mexiij. of all thofe who had left the province to join the enemies of Great 
Britain, or who were employed In the fervice, or held commiffions 
under the authority of congrefs, and alfo of all thofe who continued 
to oppofe the re-eftablifliment of his majefty's government within 
the province, were ordered to be fequeftered : A commilfioner was 
appointed to feize upon them ; and after a fufficient allowance was 
made for the fupport of the wives and families of fuch delinquents, 
the refidue of the annual produce of their eftates was to be accounted 
for to the paymafter-gencral of the forces, and to be applied to the 
public fervice. Inftant death was again denounced againft thofe who, 
having taken protedlions from the Britifli government, fhould after- 
wards join the enemy; and, to imprefs them with an idea that this 
puniftiment would be hereafter rigbroufly inflided, fome few of the 
moft hardened of the militia, who had been taken in general GatesV 
army with arms in their hands, and protedions in their pocket8| 
were aftually executed. But perfidy, it feems, was not cpnfined f 
the lower ranks of men : By letters found upon fome ttf the officers 
of general Gates's army, it was difcovered that even perfons of 
fuperior rank, prifoners upon parole in Charleftown, had held an 
improper correfjpondence with their friends in the country. In 
confequence of this dncovery^ thofe perfons, and fome others, againft 
whom there were ftrong circumftances of fufpicion, were at firft put 
on board the prifon-fhips, and afterwards fent to St. Auguftine, in 
Eaft Florida, where paroles were again allowed to them, but under 
fttch reftriaions as their recent condud rendered nccelTary. 

I As 
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As foon as the neceflkry fupplies arrived, lord CornwaHU on the ^vvv^^* 
eighth of September began his march from Camden, proceeding u, ^-^^-z 
through the hoftile fettlcment of Waxhaws to Charlotte-town, in LordCorn- 
the back parts of North Carolina. This march was no doubt pro- marches into 
jedted with a view of bearing down all oppofition : His lordfhip ^^^ ^*^ 
was to pafs through the moft hoftile parts of either province with the 
main army, whilft major Fergufon, with his corps of loyal militia, 
was to advance ftill nearer to the frontiers; and lieutenant-colonel 
Tarlcton, with the cavalry, and the light and legion infantry, ta 
purfue an intermediate courfe, and move up the weftem banks of 
the Wateree. On the right of his lordftiip's march, but at a confi- 
derable diftance, was the friendly fettlement of highlanders, at Croft 
Creek, and on his left another friendly fettlement in Tryon County. 
If he was able to reduce to obedience the inveterate inhabitants of 
the traft of country through which the main army marched, a com- 
munication might be opened between the friendly fettlements on the 
right and left, a powerful affiftance derived from their co-operation* 
and the fpeedy reduction of the whole province reafonably expefted. 
The previous meafures appeared well adapted to the end : And th^ 
redudion of the province of North Carolina was undoubtedly at 
this time confidently looked for. But to confound human wiftiom, 
and fet at nought the arrogance and prefumption of man, unex- 
pefted incidents daily arife in the affairs of human life, which, con- 
duced by an invifible hand, derange the beft-concerted fchemes, as 
will be exemplified in the event of the prefent expedition. 

The march of the main army was performed without any mate- 
rial occurrence, except that a number of the convalefccnts relapfed 
into their former ftate of illnefs, and were left behind at Blair's 
Mills, under the care of major M'Arthur, who remained there, with 
the feventy-firft regiment, for their proteftion, for the fecurity of 
the mills, and for preferving the communication with Camden. 

Tarieton^ 
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CHAP. Tarleton, with the cavalry and light-infantry, received orders to 



X780, 



pafs the Catawba at Blair's Ford : And Charlotte was taken pofTef^ 
lion of after a flight refiftance from the militia towards the end of 
September. At this period, major Hanger commanded the legion^ 
colonel Tarleton being ilU In the centre of Charlotte, interfering 
the two principal ftreets, flood a large brick building, the upper part 
being the court-houfe, and the under part the market-houfe* Be- 
hind the fhambles a few Americans on horfeback had placed them« 
felves. The legion wisis ordered to drive them off; but, upon re- 
ceiving a fire from behind the (lallst this corps fell back. Lord 
Cornwallis rode up in perfon, and made ufe of thefe words :— « 
*• Legion, remember you have every thing to lofe, but nothing to 
** gain;'' alluding, as was fuppoled, to the former reputation of 
this corps* Webfler's brigade moved on and drove the Americans 
firom behind the court-houfe j the legion then purfued them; but the 
whole of the Britifh army was adually kept at bay, for fome mi- 
nutes, by a few mounted Americans, not exceeding twenty ia 
number. 

The vicinity of Charlotte abounded with mills*; and the army^ 
during its flay, was fufficiently fupplied with provifions, notwith- 
(landing the hoflile difpofition of the inhabitants. So inveterate 
was their rancour, that the mefTengers, with exprefTes for the 
commander in chief, were frequently murdered; and the inha- 
bitants, inflead of remaining quietly at home to receive payment 
for the produce of their plantations, made it a pradice to way-lay 
the Britifh foraging parties, fire their rifles from concealed places, 
and then fly into the woods f. Neverthelefs Charlotte, from its 

inter- 

• In colonel PoUl's mill wai fouHil twenty^'giit thoufand weight of flour, aod a quantity 
ef wheat. 

>, f There were fevcral large, well-cultivated farms in the neiglibouAood of Charlotte: 
^ abundance of cattle; few fheepj the cattle being mollly milch-cow^ or cowa 

4 ' wiik 
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intermediate. pofition between Camden and Salifbury, waft a con- ^vYifrir*** 
venient lituation to be occupied whenever the army fhould advance < - *^^- v 
farther into North Carolina; and here, accordingly, lord Corn- Defeat and 
wallis intended to eftablifh a poft. But whilft he was taking meafures vcrgufonT*^ 
for this purpofe, the unwelcome news arrived of the defeat of 
major Fergufon ; the fall of that oflScer, and the deftrudion, capti- 
vity, or difperfion of his whole corps. The total lofs of fo confider* 

with calf, which at that fcafon of the year was the bed beef; for the cattle in North and 
South Carolina run wild in the woods, and at this feafon arc in general very poor. As ^m 
inftance, when the army was at Charlotte, we killed upon an average 100 head per day. 
The amount of rations ifTued, including the army departments, militia, negroes, &c. wat 
4100 per day. The leannefs of the cattle will account for the number killed each 
day. This was not confined to Charlotte, for they were poor at this feafon throughout the 
Carcdinas ; very few of the oxen were fit to kUl. In one day no lefs than 37 cows in calf were 
flaughtered : Necefiity only juftified this meafure. At this period the royal army was fup- 
portcd by lord Rawdon's moving with one half of tlie army one day, and colonel Webfler, 
with the other half, the next day, as a covering party, to protcd the foraging parties and 
oattle-drivers. This meafure was rendered neceflary from the hoftile difpofition of the inha- 
bitants. Wheat and rye were coUeded in the ftraw, Indian com in the hufk, and brought ia 
waggons to Charlotte, where (in the court-houfe) it was threflied out by the militia and 
negroes, and then fent to the Hiill. This was attended with much trouble and fiitigue to the 
army; nevcrthelcfs meal was not wanting; cattle there were in abundance. When a cow 
calves in the Carolinas, the owner marks the calf, and turns it into the woods, where it re- 
mains for three or four, and even feven, years, without ever being brought out. Indi- 
vidual £uiners have marked from twelve to fifteen hundred calves in one year. It would 
sever anfwer to fodder fuch a number of cattle. The climate being very much to the 
ibuthward, admits of their running in the woods all the vnnter, where a fpecies of coarfe wild 
grafs grows mod luxuriantly all the year. Penfylvania and Maryland do not raife black 
cattle fufficient for their own confumption. The drovers from Penfylvania go to the Caro- 
Jinas, pnrchafe thefe lean cattle at a very low price, and bring them to Penfylvania^ 
where they are fatted in the rich meadows on the banks of the Schuylkill and Delaware 
rivers for market. This will explain, in fome degree, why the Carolinas fuffered fo muck 
during the war ; for the planters property confided chiefly in cattle and negroes, there not being * I 

yMtt inhabitants fufficient to cultivate the land ; the planters aflerting, that, without negroes, 
isdigo and rice could not be cultivated, the whites not being able to bear the he»t of the 
climate. The negroes in general followed the Britiih army. 
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CHAP, able a detachment, from the operations of which fo much wat- 
* — ^/«-^ expeded, put a flop, for the prefent, to the farther progrcfs of 
the commander in chief, and obliged him to fall back into South 
Carolina, for the prote<ftion of its weftem borders againft the 
incurfions of a horde of mountaineers, whofe appearance was as 
unexped:ed as their fuccefs was fatal to the profecution of the ia«^ 
tended expedition^ 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

The Americans under Colonel Clarke make an Attack on Augujla-^ 
Retreat of Clarke — T!be Detachment under Major Fer^iifon attacked 
and overpowered by American Mountaineers'-^Lord CornwallU 

falls back to South Carolina'-'-Odonel Tarleton checks the Inroads 
cf the American Partisan Marion — yunSlion of the American 
Forces under Sumpter^ Clarke^ and Brannen^^A^icn at Blacks 

Jlock^s mil between Sumpter and Tarleton^ 

IN order to trace the caufes of an event fo important in its con- CHAP* 
• XXXV. 

fequences as the defeat of rn^or Fergufon, it will be necefTarjr to ^_ ^ - ^ 

go a little farther back. A colonel Qarke, an inhabitant of Georgia^ '7^^' 

who had fled from that province dfter its reduftion by colonel 

Campbell in 1779, having attached to himfelf fome f<rflowa:s on the 

frontiers of North and South Carolina, made his way through thefc 

provinces, his numbers increafing as he advanced, until he reached 

the province of Georgia, where, during the march of lord Cornwallis 

from Camden to Charlotte, he made an attack upon the Briti£b poft 

at Augufta. Here lieutenant-colond Brown commanded, with a 

garrifbn of one hundred and fifty provincials ; and as the town did The Amen- 

not afibrd an eligible pofition for defence, he marched from thence colonel 

. Clarke maU 

with his garrifoo, and fome friendly Indians whom he had called to an attatski^ 
his affiftance, towards Garden Hill, an eminence on the banks of ^^ 
the Savannah. This hill he found was already occupied by the 
enemy $ but, bringing his cannon to bear upon them, and at the 

F f 2 fame 
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C H A P, fame time making a charge with his whole force, the enemy were 
%^ '-^'^ »i diflodged, after a defperate confiid of twenty minutes, at (he end 
*' ^* of which, lieutenant-colonel Brown gained pofleffion of the hill^ 
although with the lofs of his cannon, the troops which he had under 
him not being fufficient in number to force the one and fecure the 
other. This poft, fo gallantly won, he bravely maintained, under 
many difadvantages, until lieutenant-colonel Cruger, who had intel- 
ligence of Clarke's motions, arrived from Ninety-fix, and brought 
a detachment to his afliftance; Clarke, receiving information of 
Cruger's march, endeavoured by menaces of cruelty to intimidate 
Brown into a furrender of the poft ; but finding his menaces inef- 
fedual, he baftily decamped, upon the nearer approach of the reia» 
forcement, and retreated with his followers. Thefe had originally 
amounted to about feven hundred men ; but in the different coq« 
Aids with the garrifon, and in the blockade of Garden Hill, Clarke 
had loft about one fixth part of his number. On the part of the 
Britiih troops, captain Johnfon was killed, and lieutenant-colonel 
Brown wounded : The lofs in other refpeds was inconfideralc, and 
cf^^ ^ ^^^^ principally upon the Indians. The retreat of Clarke and 
his followers was fo precipitate, that, although a purfuit was ordered, 
very few prifoners were made, but the Britifh cannon were retaken. 
Still, however, it was hoped that Clarke's retreat might be cut off, 
as major Fergufon, with his corps, traverfed the country between 
liim and North Carolina ; and intelligence was accordingly fent to 
that officer, acquainting him with the route which he had taken.. 
Major Fergufon, whofe zeal in the fervice of his king and country 
was equal to his other great qualities as an officer, did not fail ta 
take immediate meafures for accomplifhing an objed fo defirahle^ 
and advanced nearer to the mountains than the other purpofes of 
his expedition probably required : But, unfortunately for his fuc- 
f efs, another giemy appeared at this juncture, whofe fuperiority in 

numbers 
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numVers it was hazardous to encounter, and whofe rapidity of move- CHAP, 
mcnt rendered a retreat difficult in his prefent advanced fituation. », -- \^ 
This enemy was compofed of men who had affembled from dif- *'^^* 
fcrcnt views and with different objects, and the union of their 
force againft Fergufon was in a great meafure accidental. The firft 
divifion of thefe men confifted of the wild and fierce inhabitants of 
Kentucky, and other fettlements weftward of the Alleganey Moun- 
tains, who, affembiing under the colonels Campbell and Boone, 
paffed the mountains, with an intention of feizing ypon a quantity 
of prefents which they underftood were but flightly guarded at Au- 
gufta, and which were about that time to have been diftributed 
amongfl the Creek and Cherokee Indians. After paffing the mouU'^ 
tidns they heard of Clarke's repulfe at Augufta, and from hk failure 
conceiving their own force to be infufficient for attempting the poft^ 
they turned their thoughts towards Ferguibn,. whofe movements oq 
the frontiers, indicating an approach to their country, gave them 
confiderable alarm. In this new defign they were joined by a colo- 
nel Williams, an American partizan of the diftriA of Ninety-fix, 
with a confiderable number of followers. The other divifion of 
thefe men, confifting of the inhabitants about Holfton River, Powel's 
Valley, Berkeley, Botetourt, 'and Fincaftle, on the frontiers of Vir- 
ginia, had affembled under the colonels Cleveland, Shelby, Sevier, 
Brandon, and Lacy, with a view of oppofing the advance of the 
Britifh army towards their fettlements : But after they had proceeded 
fome diftance on their march, thinking themfelves unable to attempt 
fXkj dired oppofition to the army under lord Comwallis, they too 
bent their force againft the devoted Fergufon, who they under- 
ftood had taken poft with his corps at Gilbert-town, in the vi- 
cinity of the mountains : Thither, therefore, they direded their 
inarch. Thefe men were all well mounted on horfeback and 
armed with rifles; Each carried his own provifions in a wallet^ fo 

that 
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The detach- 
ment under 
major Fergu- 
fon attacked 
and over- 
powered by 
American 
mountaineers* 



that no incumbrance of waggons, nor delays of public departirienW^ 
impeded their movements. Fergufon^s vigilance neverthelefs pre* 
vented a furprife : Whiift they were yet at fome diftance he received 
intelligence of their approach, by means of his emiflaries, and im* 
mediately began a retreat towards the Britifli army, fending forward 
meflengers to acquaint lord Cornwallis with his danger ; but thcfe 
unfortunately were intercepted. When the different divifions of 
mountaineert reached Gilbert-town, which was nearly about thie 
fame time, they amounted to upwards of three thoufand mecu 
From thefe, fifteen hundred of the beft were fele£ted, who, mounted 
on fleet horfes, were fent in purfuit of Fergufon, and overtook him 
at King's Mountain^ on the ninth of Od:ober. At this place he had 
halted, upon the near approach of the enemy, and, after occupying 
the beft po)(kioB he. could «fmd, determined to wait the attack. KingV 
Mountain, from its height, was undoubtedly an eligible fituation for 
receiving an attack ; but in another cefpeA it was advantageous to 
the afTaitants : Being covered with wood, it afforded them an oppor-f 
tunity of fighting in their own way, by placing themfelves behind 
trees. When they approached the mountain they divided into dif« 
ferent bodies, and under their refpedive leaders made the attack 
from different quarters. Colonel Cleveland's detachment firft en«- 
gaged, but was quickly obliged to retire from the approaching bay- 
onet. Scarcely had this detachment given way, when another under 
colonel 6helby,from an unexpeded quarter, poured in a well-direaed 
fire ; the bayonet, however, was again fuccefsful, and obliged this 
detachment alfo to fall back. By this time the party under co*- 
lonel Campbell had afcended the mountain, and renewed the att^gk 
from a different quarter. Major Fergufon, whoic condud was 6qual 
to his courage, quickly prefcnted a new front, and was again fuC^ 
cefsful. But as often as one of the American parties was drivca 
back, another returned to its former ftation, and, fhcltered behind 

the 
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the trees, poured in an irregular but deftru£tive fire. In this man- C HA P# 
ner the engagement was maintained for near an hour, the moun- <-. ■-^- J^ 
taineers flying Whenever they were in danger of being charged with 
the bayonet, and returning as foon as the BritiQi detachment had 
faced about to repel another of their parties. Already an hundred 
and fifty of major Fergufon's corps were flain, and a greater num-f 
ber wounded : Still, however, the unconquerable fpirit of that gaU 
lant officer refufed to furrender : He perfevered, and repulfed a fuc- 
ceffion of attacks from every quarter, until he received a mortal 
wound. By the fall of major Fergufon his men were undoubtedly 
difheartencd : Animated by his brave example, they had hitherto 
perfevered under all their difadvantages : In the refources of hi* 
fruitful genius they defervedly placed the utmoft confidence ; and 
with him perifhed all their hopes of fuccefs* Under fuch circunw 
ftances, the fecond in command, judging all farther refiftance to be 
Tain, offered to furrender, and fued for quarter. The prifonersy 
including the wounded, amounted to eight hundred and ten ; Of 
tbefe, about one hundred only wete Britifli regulars. The lofs of 
the Americans, in the number of killed, was trifling, but they had 
a confiderable number woimded: And brilliant as their fuccefe wa^^ 
they fhamefirlly ftained the laurels they had won- by cruelties ex* 
CTcifcd upon the prifenfcrs, ten of whom were hanged kamediately 
after the action. 

Much had been expedtctf from the exertion* of maj.or Fergufons 
5n colleding a force upon the frontiers : Anni by his unfortunate 
faH, and the flaughtcr, captivity, or difperfion of his whole corp^^ 
the plan of the expedition into North Garolimp was entirely de- 
ranged. At Polk's Mill, near Charlotte, a fmaD detachment of the 
twenty-third regiment was pofted, commanded by lieutenant Guyon^ 
4 vei^ young man. The Americansf made stn attack upejrrithc mi\\\. 
with a very ftoperior ft)roe, but were repulfed; Lieutettantf Guyon^s 

4. conduft 
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C H A P. conduA was highly applauded. The weftern frontiers of South Ca- 
i.— V — -; rolina were now expofed to the incurfions of the mountaineers ; 
and it became neceffary for lord Cornwallis to fall back for their pro* 
tedion, and to wait for a reinforcement before he couW proceed 
farther upon his expedition. Fortunately the friends of govern- 
ment in North Carolina, rendered cautious by their misfortunes in 
former infurredlions, had not been fo ready to take arms as was ex- 
peiSed: No general rifing had taken place ; fo that the retreat of 
the Britifh army did not much increafe, although it prolonged their 
fufFerings. 
Lerd Com. On the fourteenth of Odober, which was as foon after lord Corn- 
back toSouth wallis received certain intelligence of the lofs of Fergufon's detach- 
^^ ** ' ment as the army could be put in motion, he began his march back to 
South Carolina. Nparly about this time lord Cornwallis fell fick, 
and continued ill for fome time ; the command devolved on lord 
Rawdon. In this retreat the king's troops fuffered much, encoun- 
tering the greateft difficulties; the foldiers had no tents j it rained for 
feveral days without intermiffion ; the roads were over their ihoes in 
water and mud. At night, when the army took up its ground, it 
encamped in the woods, in a mofl unhealthy climiite ; for many 
days without rum. Sometimes the army had beef, and no bread ; 
at other times bread and no beef. For five days it was fupported 
upon Indian com, which was coUefled as it flood in the field, five 
ears of which were the allowance for two foldiers for twenty-four 
hours. They were to cook it as they could, which was generally 
done by parching it before the fire. In riding through the encamp- 
ment of the militia, the Author difcovcred them grating their com, 
which was done by two men of a mefs breaking up their tin 
canteens, and with a bayonet punching holes through the tin j this 
made a kind of rafp, on which they grated their corn : The idea 
was communicated to the adjutant-general, and it was afterwards 
2 adopted 
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adopted throughout the army. The water that tlic army drank was CHAP. 

frequently as thick as puddle. Few armies ever encountered greater v -. / 

difficulties and hardftiips ; the foldiers bore them with great patience, ' 

-and without a murmur : Their attachment to their commander 
fupported them in the day of adverfity ; knowing, as they did, that 
their officers', and even lords Cornwallis and Rawdon's fare was not 
better than their own. Yet, with all their refolution and patience, 
they could not have proceeded but for the perfonal exertions of the 
militia, who, with a zeal that did them infinite honour, rendered tlic 
mod important fervices* The continual rains had fwelled the rivers 
and creeks prodigioufly, and rendered the roads almoft impaflable. 
The w^aggon and artillery horfes were quite exhaufted with fatigue 
by the time the army- had reached Sugar Creek. This creek was 
very rapid, it banks nearly perpendicular, and the foil, being clay^ 
as flippery as ice. The horfes were taken out of fome of the wag- 
gons, and the militia, harneffed in their ftead, drew the waggons 
through the creek. We are forry to fay, that, in return for thefc 
exertions, the militia were maltreated, by abufive language, and 
even beaten by fome officers in the quarter-mafter-gencrars depart- 
ment : In confequence of this ill ufage, feveral of them left the 
army next morning, for ever, chufing to run the rifque of meeting 
the refentment of their enemies rather than fubmit to the derificn 
and abufe of thofe to whom they looked up as friends *. 

At 

* The militia, moil of them being moiTnted on hovftback, were not In fo weak a flatc ai 
the rcguhirs; -but they v;ere not without their fnare of toil and trouble, added to their exer- 
tions ab'eady mentioacd : For as fooii as llie army iiad taken up its groui.d for the night, ta 
endeavour to procure a limited and fcanly rcil, the duty of the? miiiila bc;^an. T'ncy w-rc aflcm- 
bled by the author, who always attended them in perfon, and went in quell of provifions, vvhlcU 
were coUed^ed daily from the country through which the army marched: Nor were their dilfi- 
culties on this fervice trifling ; they were obliged to ride through rivers, creeks, woods, and 
fwamps, to hunt out the cattle. This fervice was their conftant and daily duty ; tlicy were 
frequently oppofed 5 fometimcs worllcd, and with no inconfidertible lofs. In (hort, (o effen- 

VoL. II. G g tially 
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^ XXXV ^' ^^ length the army reached the Catawba, which was forded by 
the troops. This river is fix hundred yards wide, and three 
and a half feet deep. Two hundred rifle-men placed on the oppo- 
fite bank muft have deftroyed many of our men before we could 
have gained the fhore. On the twenty-ninth of Odlober the army 
arrived at Wynnefborough, an intermediate llation between Cam- 
den and Ninety-fi^: The army, thus encamped, was at hand either 
to fuccour Camden or Ninety-fix ; and covered from the enemy's 
incurfions all the country behind to the fea-coaft. Lord Cornwallis, 
however, did not expert to remain long without fuch a reinforcement 
as w^ould enable him to profecute his further defigns ; as he had 
under his orders a detachment commanded by general Leilie, which 
had been fent to Virginia by fir Henry Clinton, as foon as he re- 
ceived information of the defeat of Gates at Camden, This detach- 
ment was fent to Virginia with a view of co-operatiug with lord 
Cornwallis, upon a fuppofition that he would proceed upon his exr 
pedition into North Carolina immediately after the batrfe of Cam.- 
den; and the detachment was of courfe put under his lordfhip's 
orders. But as that expedition was neceflfarily poftponed, earl 
Cornwallis fent orders to general Leflie to bring his detachment bj 
water round to Charleftown, and join him at Wynnefborough. 

In tlie mean time the mountaineers, contented with their fuccefs 
againft Fergufon, had gone home and difperfed : But the north-eaft 
parts of the province were infefted by the depredations of an enter- 
prifing partizan of the name of Marion. This man, previous to 
the defeat of general Gates, had been adive in ftirring up the in- 
habitants upon Black River to revolt; but after that event had 

tially ncceflary was thi8 unfortunate dcfcription of people, that it was impoflible to have fup- 
ported his na3Jefty*s army in the field without them. Cattle-driving was of •itfelf a perfcA bu- 
finefs ; it required great art and experience to get the cattle out of the woods. The commif- 
fary was under the greateft obligations to thofe people, without whofe afliftancc he could not 
poffibly have found provifions for the army. 

3 thought 



AMERICAN WAR. 



227 



thought it prudent for fome time to retire out of the province. He CHAP. 

had now again returned, and, traverfing the country between the «^ -,- 1* 

rivers Pedee and Santee, without oppofition, was fo fuccefsful in *^ ^* 

ftirring up rebellion, that the whole of that diftridt was upon the 

eve of a revolt. The number of his followers too had fo increafed 

that he was enabled to fend parties acrofs the Santee, and threatened 

to interrupt the communication between Camden and Charleftown. 

To reprefs his incurfions, lieutenant-colonel Tarleton was fent £?^?"^^ 

. . . ! n . Tarleton 

againfl him with the light-infantry and legion. That officer, after checks thcln* 
obtaining information of Marion's ftrength, which he found to be American 
not fo great as it had been reprefented, endeavoured, by concealing ^o^!"" 
his own, to invite an attack, and had nearly fucceeded. Marion ad- 
vanced within two miles of the Britifh encampment ; but being 
then informed of his danger, immediately retreated amongft the 
fwamps and marfhes, through which it was impoffibie to follow 
him. This expedition was however ferviceable in another refped, 
by convincing the inhabitants, that if they fwerved from their alle-p 
glance, there was flill a power in the province capable of punifhing 
them. 

Nearly about the fame time, and whilft the light-infantry and NovemteN 
cavalry were abfent upon this expedition, Sumpter again made 
his appearance in the north-weft part of the province. After his 
defeat on the eighteenth of Auguft he had retired into a remote 
part of the province called the New Acquifition, the inhabitants of 
which had not yet fubmitted to the Britifli arms. Here he was in^ 
defatigable in ftirrine them up to take arms ; and the reputation he 
had already acquired, with his peculiar talent for enterprife, in a 
fhort time procured him a number of followers. With thefe he 
now advanced towards the Britifh quarters, intending to form a 
jundion with colonels Clarke and Brannen, and with their united 
force to attack the Britifh poft at Ninety-fix. Earl Cornwallis re- 
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CHAP, ceiving intelligence of his approach, laid a plan for furprifing hiift 
in his camp at Filh Dam, upon Broad River, the execution of which 
was committed to inajor Wcmyls, of the fixty-third regiment. 
That officer accordingly marched from Wynnefborough in the even- 
ing, with the fixty-third regiment mounted, and about forty of the 
legion cavalry that had been left behind when Tarleton marched 
into the eaftern parts of the province, intending to make his attack 
at day-break in the morning ; but reaching the place of his deftina- 
tion fooner than he expefted, and fearful left the enemy fliould dif- 
cover him before it was light, and have time to efcape, he ventured 
to make his attack in the night. At the head of his detachment he 
charged the enemy's piquet; but, unfortunately, from five Ihot 
only, that were fired before the piquet retired, he received two dan- 
gerous wounds ; and to this accident Sumpter probably owed his 
fafety. The command now devolved upon a young lieutenant, un- 
acquainted with the plan, the ground, or the ftrength of the 
enemy, and all was confufion. Sumpter had time to draw out his» 
^ troops ; and the Britifh detachment w^as repulfed, and obliged to re* 
tire, leaving behind their commander, and about twenty of their. 
Junaion of number killed or wounded. Sumpter now crofled the Broad River, 
forces under and formed the intended jundion with Clarke and Brannenj and 
Cla^^r'^and ^^^^ Cornwallis, alarmed for the fafety of Ninety-fix, fent an-ex- 
Brannen. prefs to recall Tarleton with the light troops from the eaftern parts 
of the province. He had orders to proceed by the neareft route 
againft Sumpter : The fixty-third regiment was fent forward to- 
join him upon his march ; and the feventy-firft advanced to take 
poft at Brierley's Ferry for fupporting him. Sumpter moved for-i 
ward with great confidence, becaufe he knew of the abfence of the 
Britifti. light troops in the eaftern parts of the province ; and Tarle-* 
ton, after receiving lord Cornwallis's exprefs, came back with fa 
much expedition, that he had nearly , got behind Sumpter's corpa 

before 



AMERICAN WAR. 229 

before the latter was aware of his return. In the night preceding ^ Jxxv^*' 

the day on which Tarleton expeded to effedt Jiis purpofe, by march- ' .'— — ' 

ing up the banks of the Enoree, Sumpter was apprifed of his dan- 
ger by a dcferter from the fixty-third regiment, and immediately 
began his retreat. Tarleton, w^hile on his march the next morning, 
received information that Sumpter was retreating, and commenced a 
purfuit with his ufual celerity. At a ford upon the Enoree, he 
came up with, and cut to pieces part of the rear-guard of Sumpter's 
detachment, which was waiting for the return of a patrole ; the 
main body having pafled the river fome hours before. The rapid 
river Tyger croflcd the line of march which Sumpter was purfuing 
at fome diftance in his front, and if he was fuffered to pafs it un- 
molefted, it was feared that all farther purfuit would be fruitlefs. 
Tarleton, imprefled with this idea, moved on wuth as much expedi- 
tion as he could, confidently w4th another objeft, which a know- 
ledge of Sumpter's force rendered it neceffary for him to have 
fteadily in view. This was to keep his detachment compact, that 
the infantry and cavalry might be at hand to fupport each other. 
But, at the hour of four in the afternoon of the twentieth of No- 
vember, finding that, unlefs he altered his difpofition, Sumpter 
would have time to pafs the Tyger before he could come up with 
him, he took the refolution of preffing forward with the cavalry, 
and eighty mounted men c^ the fixty-third regiment, making in the 
whole, two hundred and fifty men, and left the infantry, who were" 
much fatigued with their previous exertions, to come on at their 
own pace. After an hour's march, he overtook Sumpter, advan- . ^. 

* ^ ^ ' Aition at 

tap-eoufly ported on an eminence called Blackftock's Hill, near the Blackilock's 

^ ' * ^ ^ ^ , ^ , Hill between 

banks of the Tyger, and wltliOUL waiting to be joined by the light- Sumpter and 
infantry, made a precipitate jii^ck with the force which he had then 
with him. Sumptcr's ni :. .: , v hich ^vcre more than double the 

Britifh 
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CHAP. Britifli force at this moment oppofed to him, perhaps would not 
U...-V — 1j have availed on equal ground ; but the advantages of a ftrong fitu- 
'^ ^' ation gave him a moft decided fuperiority, efpecially over cavalry. 
" That part of the hill to which the attack was direded was 
" nearly perpendicular, with a fmall rivulet, brufhwood, and a raJled 
" fence in front. The rear of the Americans, and part of their 
" right flank, were fecured by the river Tyger, and their left was 
" covered by a large log barn, into which a confiderable divifion of 
" their force had been thrown, and from which, as the apertures 
** between the logs ferved them for loop-holes, they fired with fe- 
" curity. Britifh valour was confpicuous in this adion j but no 
" valour could furmount the obftacles and difndvantages that here 
^* flood in its way. The fixty-third regiment was roughly handled: 
" The commanding officer f, two others if, with one third of their 
" privates, fell. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, obferving their fitua- 
" tion, charged with his cavalry j but unable to diflodge the enemy, 
*' either from the log barn on his right, or the height on his left, 
" he was obHged to fall back. Lieutenant Skinner, attached to the 
" cavalry, with a prefence of mind ever ufeful in fuch emergencies, 
*' covered the retreat of the fixty-third ; and in this manner did the 
" whole party continue to retire till they formed a jundlion with 
"their infantry, who were advancing to fupport them, leaving 
" Sumpter in quiet polTeffion of the field. This officer occupied the 
" hill for feveral hours, but having received a bad wound, and 
** knowing that the Britifh would be reinforced before next morn- 
" ing, he thought it hazardous to wait. He accordingly retired, 
" and taking his wounded men with him, crofTed the rapid river 
" Tyger. The wounded of the Britifh detachment were left to the 
" mercy of the enemy ; and it is but doing bare juflice to ge- 

t Major Money. \ Lieutenants GIbfon and Cope. 

*' neral 
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" neral Sdmpter to declare that the ftrideft humanity took place CHAP. 



XXXV. 

" upon the prefent occafion j they were fupplied with every comfort 

** in his power *.'' 

Although Tarleton was repulfed at Blackftock's Hill, the immedi- 
ate efFeds of the adlion were nearly the fame as thofe of a vidlory. 
Sumpter being difabled by his wound from keeping the field, his 
followers difperfcd, after conveying him to a place of fafety. 

* The whole of this account of the a£lion at Blackftock's is taken from Mackenzie's Stric- 
tures on Tarleton's Campaigns. The account is there faid to have been compiled from the 
concurrent teftimony of feveral officers prefent in the adlion ; and it has been preferred to 
Tarleton's own account, becaufe his claim of viSory is evidently inconfiftent with fome other 
circumftances which he admits, particularly this, that he did not gain poffeflion of the field 
of adioa until the next morningi after it had been quitted by the Americans in the night. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

EffeEls of the Defeat and Fall of Major Fergufon — General Gates 
refigns the Command of the Southern American Army to General 
Green — Danger arfing to the Briti/lj Garrfon in New York frotn 
the extreme Rigour of the Winter — Ah-afiires taken for the Defence 
of New York — Unficcefsful Attempt to rjlablijh the royal Stafidard 
in the yerfeys. 



CHAP. npHE poftponing the expedition into North Carolina was not the 

t ^ -^ [j only injurious confequence that followed from the defeat and 

Effeas^of the ^^^ ^^ major Fergufon. By that unfortunate event the loyal inha- 

f^w ^"^ hitants in both the Carolinas were difcouraged from joining the 

Fergufon. king's ftandard ; and the expiring embers of the war wer£ lighted 

up afrefh. The difafter which had befallen that brave officer was 

quickly circulated from one end of the continent to the other; and 

the friends of independence, cheered by the intelligence, recovered 

from that ftate of defpondence which followed the fuccelfive defeats 

of Gates at Camben, and Sumpter near the ford of Catawba. The 

governments of Virginia and North Carolina continued to raife 

men and make draughts from their militia : And the officers 

who efcaped from Camden were indefatigably adlive in collecting 

the difperfed remains of their broken army. By thofe means fome- 

thing like a force was after a time affembled at Hillfborough, where 

general Gates eftablifhed his head-quarters. As this force increafed, 

head-quarters were advanced, firft to Salifbury, and afterwards 

to 
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to Charlotte ; and ftill more to encourage the reviving fpirlts of the CHAP. 

Jv A. Jv. V 1 • 

fouthern troops, general Green, who was fuppofed to enjoy the u — y^ ^^ 
efteem and confidence of Wafhington more than any other oiEcer of ^^ ^* 
the army, was fent to command them. He arrived at Charlotte on General 
the fecond of December, and on the following day general .Gates the command 
refigned the command of the army. With thefe tranfadlions clofed emAmerlcaii 
the campaign of the year 1780 in the fouthern colonies, the events ^"orcen^"^ 
of which, for the fake of perfpicuity, have been given in a conneded 
feries, 

We muft now take a review of the military operations between 
the two grand armies in the vicinity of New York, and of the other 
principal events that occuired upon the continent of America from 
the beginning of the prefent year, and frem thence pafs to thofc 
that occurred in other quarters of the world, to which the war in its 
progrefs extended itfelf. 

The winter that preceded this campaign was the fevereft ever re- Dangers 
membered in North America* The rivers from Virginia northwards Britl^ ^m- 
were frozen up for the greateft part of three months : And even the york" ^^ 
arms of the fea were in many parts paffable upon the ice. When ^^ ^*^7"k1 
fir Henry Clinton departed upon his expedition againft Charleftown, winter. 
he left a garrifon fully adequate to the fecurity of New York in 
ordinary feafons : But by the unexpected rigour of the winter it 
was deprived of thofe defcnfive advantages which its infular fitua* 
tion at other times afforded, and became expofed to an attack from 
general Wafhington. By the middle of January the North River, 
which conftituted its greateft natural defence, was fo ccwnpletely 
covered with thick ice, that the largeft army, with the heavieft ar- 
tillery and baggage, might have pafled it on the ice with eafe. In 
other quarters, towards the country. New York was not lefs accef- 
ilUe ; whilft its communication with the fea was entirely cut ofi^ the 

Vol. IL H h ihips 
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^YYYVT^' fl"ps of war that remained for its defence, and all the other vefleU 
^— V — *> in the harbour, being frozen up in the ice. 

Meafures In this perilous fituation, the veteran lieutenant-general Knyphau- 

defenc/o/ ^ fen, who commanded, took fuch precautionary 'meafures as prudence 
NewYorL didated. The feamen were landed from the fhips and tranfports, and 
formed into companies : The inhabitants were embodied and officered, 
and took their routine of duty with the regular garrifon. In the mean 
time the danger to be apprehended from an attack was not the only 
evil to which the garrifon and inhabitants were fubjeded : They 
were deprived of thofe fupplies which a communication by water 
would have afforded, and in particular fuffered feverely for want of 
fuel. Such was their diftrefs for want of this article, that it became 
neceffary to break up fome old tranfports, and to pull down fome 
uninhabited wooden houfes, to fupply their moft preffing neceffities^ 
But the fame zeal animated them, and the fame ardour ran through, 
the whole fervice, as when, in a former year, the count d'Eftaing 
anchored off Sandy Hook, and threatened to enter the harbour. 

Had general Wafhington been in fufficient force to have ha- 
zarded an attack, it is difficult to fay what might ultimately have 
been the confequence : It was however fufficiently apparent, that 
he would have met with the mofl determined refiflance. But ge- 
neral Wafhington was in no condition to make the attempt : His 
army had been weakened by the large detachments drawn from it 
for the relief of Charleflown; and amongft the troops that re- 
mained with him a mutinous fpirit began to appear, Jn confequence- 
of their fufferings from the fcarcity of provifions and the want of 
all other neceffaries. The deflrudion of the continental magazines: 
, by the defultory expeditions of the preceding year, againfl dif- 
ferent parts of the fea-coafl, probably laid the foundation of this 
fcarcity : And the evil was increafed by the rapid depreciation of 
3 Cbe 
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tlie paper money iflued by congrcfs, which rendered It difficult for C H A P. 
their contractors to procure fupplies. Thus, in confequence of the »_ -,- _r 
reciprocal weaknefs of the two armies, the winter palled without *^ °* 
any thing material happening betw^een them, except an ineffedlual 
attempt made by the American general lord Stirling, about the mid- 
dle of January, to take Staten Ifland. He marched over the ice 
from the Jerfey fhore in the night, furprifed a fmall poft, and made 
a few prifoners ; but was foon obliged to retreat, and in his retreat 
loft fome of his own men, who ferved to exchange for the prifoners 
that he had taken. 

The enemy having eftablifhed a poft at Young's Houfe, in th6 
neighbourhood of the White Plains, which greatly annoyed the 
provincial loyalifts, as well as the Britifti army, by the interception of 
cattle and provifions intended to be brought to New York, it became 
an obje£t of importance with the governor and commander of his 
majefty's troops, if poflible, to diflodge that party, confifting of 
about three hundred men. Much as it had been the wifli of both 
to drive the enemy from this poft, no means had been ufed for that 
end, on account of their diftance, twenty miles from the cut-pofts 
of our army, till the month of February 1780, when, after a great 
fall of fnow, it was fuggefted that a detachment of foldiers ijiight 
be conveyed in fleighs in one night, and furprife the enemy by break 
of day. Major-general Mathew, who commanded at King's Bridge, 
on the fecond of February communicated to lieutenant-colonel Nor- 
ton of the guards the intention of general Tryon and lieutenant- 
general Knyphaufen, to fend a detachment of troops to Young's 
Houfe in fleighs, which would be ready at King's Bridge in the 
evening, and that lieutenant-colonel Norton was to command the 
jparty. The colonel, though highly gratified by this command, 
and unwilling to fay any thing that might feem to retard the fer- 
vice, or throw difficulties in the way of the intended expedition, 

Hh 2 yet 
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CHAP, ygt thought It his duty to point out the improbability of the fleighs 



1780, 



anfwering the purpofe : And fo convinced was general Mathew, 
from the reafons which lieutenant-colonel Norton adduced, of the 
very little chance of fucceeding by means of the fleighs, that ge- 
neral Mathew, in the handfomeft manner, in the event of the 
fleighs upon trial not being found to anfwer, left lieutenant-colonel 
Norton at liberty to ad: with the detachment as he pleafed ; either 
to convert it to a foraging party, to proceed, or to return, as he 
fhould think moft advifable. Under thefe circumftances, lieutenant- 
colonel Norton, on the evening of the fecond of February 1780, fet 
out with the four flank companies of the guards, two companies of 
HeflTians, and a party of yagers, in the fleighs ; two three-pounders^ 
a detachment of yager cavalry, and the mounted Wefl: Chefter re- 
fugees. The fleighs, being foon found, inftead of accelerating, to 
retard the progrefs of the troops, were ordered back, and the de- 
tachment moved on. Not long after the men had quitted the fleighs, 
and were marching forward, word was brought to lieutenant-colonel 
Norton, that the horfes were not able to draw the guns through the 
fnow ; he was therefore obliged to leave the guns, and with them a 
guard fufiicient to enfure their return. The detachment continued 
its march through bye-ways, and acrofs the country, in order to 
avoid falling in with the enemy's patroles, ftill in hopes, by perfc- 
verance and exertion, to reach Young's Houfe by break of day. 
At fun-rife, they learned from the guides that they were yet feven 
miles fliort of the enemy's pofl: : A long way for men wearied 
with marching all night in bad roads, and with the fnow in many 
places above two feet deep. Their fituation was, now, not a little 
embarrafling. As the guns, intended to open the doors of the ftone 
houfe, were left behind, to furprife the enemy was impoflSble. To 
proceed, and not to carry the point, would be to expofe the detach- 
ment, in their return, already fatigued with a long and toilfome 

!l snarcb^ 
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march, to be harafled for the fpace of twenty miles, by an enemy CHAP, 
in force, frefli, and with a perfefl: knowledge of the country. In e— v — 1j 
thefe circumftances, the colonel, unwilling to return without ac- ^^ ^' 
complifhing fome objeft that might anfwer the expedation of thofe 
who had placed their confidence in him, determined, at all events, to 
march to the enemy's poft, and then adt according to circumftances; 
availing himfelf of fome axes he had found by the way, and an iron 
crow, the better to enable the grenadiers to force the doors and 
windows of the houfe. When the detachment arrived within two 
miles of the enemy, the cavalry were ordered to advance, and In- 
veft the houfe in fuch a manher as to prevent either a retreat or 
reinforcement. This order, from the depth of the fnow, could not 
be carried into execution, and the cavalry drew up on an eminence 
at fome little diftance from the houfe. As the flank companies of 
the firft battalion of guards approached, parties of the enemy were 
obferved marching very deliberately to reinforce lieutenant-colonel 
Thomfon, in Young's Houfe. The difpofition for attack was then 
foon made, by defiring lieutenant-colonel Hall, with his company 
of light-infantry of the guards, to afcend the hill on his right, be- 
low which ftood the houfe, whilft the firft company of grenadiers in- 
clined a little to the left, to cut oflfthe retreat of a party that had 
advanced from Hammond's, a houfe at a fmall diftance from Young's. 
Very fhortly after the feparation of the two leading companies, the fire- 
ing began between the party in the houfe and lieutenant-colonel Hall's 
men : Nor was it long before the grenadiers came up with the party 
of the enemy juft mentioned, who were in readinefs waiting for them 
in the orchard adjoining to Hammond's houfe, and received them 
with a degree of coolnefs and courage that did the Americans honour. 
To fuperior force they were obliged to give way ; and by the timely 
arrival of lieutenant-colonel Pennington, with a part of the fecond 
company of grenadier guards, who had advanced in a ftraight line^ 

the 
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^^V.r^r^^' the lioule was carried, and the enemy defeated. So fharp was the 
xxxvi. . , . . . 

conflift, and lb fpeedily terminated, that the whole of lieutenant- 
colonel Pennington's company had not time to come up, which 
made it impoflible for the fecond company of light-infantry, 
commanded by lieutenant-colonel Guydickens, or the other 
troops, which were in the rear of the line of march, to fhare in the 
adion '^\ 

The prifoners, being put under a proper efcort, and the troops 
formed again in line of march, the detachment took the diredt 
road to King's Bridge, which they reached by nine on the fame 
evening f . 

For 

* No accurate account was taken of the killed of the enemy, but from the numbers that 
lay dead around the houfe, there was reafon to believe not lefs than forty. Ninety were made 
prifoners, among which were the lieutenant-colonel commandant of the diftridt, i captain^ i 
captain -lieutenant, 2 lieutenants, and 2 enfigns. 

f Twelve of the prifoners were fo feverely wounded, that they were obliged to be left at dif- 
ferent houfcs on the road. Eighty-feven were conduced to New York. 

The lofs fuftained by the detachment under colonel Norton : — ^Yagers, 3 men wounded. 
Refugees, i captain wounded. Firft hght-infantry company of the guards, i rank and file 
wounded. Firft grenadier company ditto, 2 rank and file killed. Wounded, i lieutenant, i 
ferjeant, 1 2 rank and file. Second grenadier company of the guards, i ferjeant, 3 rank and 
file wounded. Total ; killed, 2, wounded, 23. 

Lieutenant-colonel Norton made his report on the 4th of February to major-general Ma- 
thew of the killed and wounded of the detachment, together with the number of prifonen 
taken. In the afternoon of the 4th, the major of the brigade, in a polite letter to lieutenant* 
colonel Norton, inclofcd him a copy of the after-orders of the 4th inftant, viz. 
Public Orderly JfCtng*s Bridge y ^th of February 1780. 

" Major-general Math ew returns his thanks to lieutenant-colonel Norton, and the officers and 
privates of the detachment under his command, for their condudl and fpirited behaviour .on 
the morning of the 3d inftant, and for their intrepidity and perfeverancc in that duty: The 
fucccfs of which claims the general's higheft approbation." 

On the 5th of February 1780, the following Order was given out fi-om Head Quartcrt 
at New York. 

" His excellency lieutenant-general Knyphaufen defires his thanks may be given in pubh'c 
orders to lieutenant-colonel Norton of the guards, for his good conduft and gallant behaviour 

in 
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For fome days in the winter, general Wafhington^s army was 
entirely without bread. Occafional fupplies were afterwards re- 
ceived, 

in attacking and forcing a confiderable body of the rebels, advantageoufly polled at 
Young's Hoiife, in the neighbourhood of White Plains, on the morning of the 3d inflant. Hia 
excellency returns his thanks to the officers and private foldiers of the different detachments 
employed on this fervice ; and the general is particularly obliged to the officers and men of 
the Weft Chefter refugees for their very determined behaviour upon this as well as former 
occafions.** 

Subfequent to the okler of thanks, highly flattering to colonel Norton and the party, the 
generals having learnt more particularly the difficulties the detachment had encountered, and 
thinking that the extraordinary exertions of the troops merited yet further attention at their 
hands, b'eutenant-colonel Norton was defired to make major-general Matliew a formal report 
of the excurfioi* to Young's Houfe, and to mention as many circumftances as he fhould deem 
worthy of notice, giving him to underftand the report would be tranfmitted to England. 
Lieutenant-colonel Norton accordingly made his report to major-general Mathew, which was 
fent to fir Henry Clinton, the commander in chief, then at Charleftown ; and from fir Henry 
forwarded to England by the earl of Lincoln, aid-du-camp to the commander in chief, by 
whom it was delivered ia to the fecretary of ftate's office. The only account given to the 
public of this expedition in the Gazette,, was on the 26th of April 1780, in the extract of 
a letter from lieutenant-general Knyphaufen to lord George Germaine, as follows : — 

*' General Mathew fent a detachment of guards, and provincial horfe, under the command 
of lieutenant -colonel Norton, to attack a poft at John's Houfe, upon the White Plains. This 
did not fucceed entirely to his wifbes ; but the rebels, who were poftcd in a houfe, were 
however attacked and diflodgcd, with the lofs of 40 men killed and 97 made prifoners." 

An aft of generofity was upon this occafion difplayed, which ought not to be pafled over 
in fUence : The wounded* Amencans were placed in houfes, and a fum of money given by 
the Britifh officers to the occupiers or inhabitants of thofe houfes, as an encouragement or 
reward for the trouble they might be at in attending on the wounded A mericans. 

When the Gazette, giving an account of this expedition, arrived at New York, general 
Mathew immediately took it to general Knyphaufen, and (hewed it him. General Knyphau- 
fen exclaimed, * * This is not my account ! for my account of this expedition was perfeftly 
agreeable to the order of thanks I gave, and my letter to the minifter fpoke in the hand* 
fomeft manner of colbnel Norton's conduft, and the officers and men under his command." 
But this mutilated, moft untrue, and unjuft account, was not without its objeft, it being in- 
tended to wound the feelings of the father through the fon, the father, then fir Fletcher 
Norton, afterwards lord Grantley, having dared to hint that a frugal expenditure of the public 
money was expeftcd by the commons. When, as fpeaker of the houfe of commons, he 
addrcifcd his majefty upon prefenting a bill, granting fupplies to his majcfty, on the 7th of 

May. 
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^xxxvi"^* ceived, but fo fcanty, that the fufFerings of the troops neceflarily 

c— -V f produced difcontent ; and towards the end of May two regiments 

*^ °' adually mutinied. Means however were found to pacify them ; 
and after fome time they returned to their duty. 

By the thawing of the ice upon the approach of fpring, New 
York was reftored to its infular fituation ; and all further apprehen- 
fions for its fafety being at an end, the Britifh commanders there were 
at Hberty to employ their force ofFenfively againft the enemy, and to 
take advantage of any favourable circumftances that might occur for 
annoying them. Intelligence of the mutinous difpofition of the 
American army being carried to New York, and information being 
alfo received that the inhabitants of the Jerfeys were difcontented 
with the new ftate of things, and wiflied to re-eftablifh their old 
form of government, general Knyphaufen was induced to detach a 
confiderable force under brigadiers-general Mathew and Sterling, 
which landed at Elizabeth-town, in the Jerfeys, on the feventh of 
June. If the inhabitants were difpofed to throw off the yoke of 
congrefs, the force fent to their affiftance would enable them to do 

May 1777 (vide voL u page 273—275), fir Fletcher Norton's ipeech gave great oflFencc to the 
xniniflers; and although generalsKnyphaufen's and Mathew's moil fiavourahle account of the ex- 
pedition to Young's Houfe, together with the very handfome and well-deferved order of thanks 
to colonel, now the honourable major-general, Norton of the guards, and the detachment 
under his command, were delivered (by the earl of Lincoln, then aid*du-camp to fir Henry 
Clinton) to lord George Germaine in perfon, as the minifler for American affairs; yet we 
fee, from the Gazette account, how falfe a relation was given to the public. 

There is a certain degree of fair fame, and honourable ambition, to which every good maa 
looks up : But were that fame to be blafted for either private or party purpofes, all emula- 
tion, the great incentive to glorious adlions, would be fuppreffed and deftroyed. 

It is well obferved by the great Roman hiftorian Tacitus (of whofe admirable writing! 
Mr. Murphy has, at a very feafonable time, prefented to the Englifh reader an excellent tranf- 
lation), " That it is incumbent on the writer of hiftory to rejudge the adlions of men, to the 
end, that the good and worthy may meet with the reward due to eminent virtue ; and that 
pernicious citizens may be deterred by the condemnation that waits on evil deeds at the tri- 
bunal of poftcrity. In this confifis the chief part of the hillorian^s duty,'' 

it: 
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it : And if a mutinous dlfpofition ftill prevailed amongft the foldiers CHAP, 
of the American army, iome advantage might probably be gained u. , -^ / 
over general AVafliington. It foon however appeared that part of 
this intelligence was falA:, and the reft: greatly magnified. Although 
the inhabitants of the Jerfeys had murmured in confequence of the 
depredations committed upon them by the American foldiers in the 
time of their diftrefs for want of provifions, they had never thought 
of deferting the American caufe : On the contrary, they made the 
greateft: exertions to relieve the neceflities of thofe very men to 
whofe depredations they were expofed; and it was principally 
owing to thefe exertions that the American army had not been ac- 
tually di{banded. A mutinous difpofition had alfo certainly difco- 
vered itfelf amongfl: the foldiers of the American army : But it arofe 
from difl:refs, and not difafFedlion ; and the two regiments which had 
already mutinied, were foon pacified. Under fuch circumftanceg 
the Britifh commanders experienced a grievous difappointment : 
Infl:ead of being received in the Jerfeys as friends, the militia very 
generally turned out to oppofe them. During their march from Unfucccfsful 
Elizabeth-town to Connedicut Farms, a diftance of only feven miles, cfbbSh the 
they were annoyed by parties of militia the whole way ; who, if -J^^cj^Jfel^ 
they were unable to make any impreffion, or do any confiderable 
injury, fhewed at leaft that it was not from want of inclination : 
And when the Britifh troops approached Springfield, a detachment 
from that army, which was reprefented to be mutinous, was feen 
drawn up in force on the other fide of the river ready to difputc 
their paffage. It being now apparent that the information, upoa 
which this expedition had been undertaken, was not to be depended 
upon, the Britifh troops in the evening returned to Elizabeth-town^ 
and would bave crofTed the fame night to Staten Ifland, had not the 
ebbing of the tide, which on that Ihore leaves a large fpace covered 
with deep mud between the high land and the water, rendered it 
Vol, IL I i impof^ 
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impoffibe to embark the cavalry till the next morning ; and to cover 
their embarkation it was neceflary that the infantry fhould remain 
with them. In the mean time, the Britifli commanders had leifure 
to refledt upon their difappointment, and the confequences of their 
fruitlefs expedition ; and it was determined, for the credit of the 
Britifli arms, to remain fome days longer in New Jerfey, left their 
precipitate retreat fliould be reprefented as a flight. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 

The Americans dlflodged from Springfield^ and that Town dejiroyed--^ 
A French Armament arrives at Rhode IJland — A Scheme formed 
by one of General Wci/hington s Officers^ Arnold^ for delivering an 
important Poft into the Hands of the Britijb Army — Adventure 
and Fate of the Britijb Adjutant-General Major Andre—Agene^ 
ral Exchange of Prifoners — The Troops on both Sides retire int4 
Winter S^uarters. 

WHILST, in confequence of this determioation, the Britifli army ^h^^yv '' 
lay at Elizabeth-town, fir Henry Clinton arrived from South v— -^.^-i/ 
Carolina ; and the poft at Springfield having been reinforced and '' ^* 
put under the command of general Green, a refolution was taken to 
attack and diflodge him before the army returned to New York. In 
purfuance of this refolution the army marched at break of day in 
the morning of the twenty-third of June, and arrived at Springfield 
with very little interruption. The enemy appeared determined to 
difpute the further progrefs of the Britifh troops at two different 
paffes upon the river, but were diflodged from both after a confider- The Amcri- 
able rcfiftance, nearly about the fame time, and forced to flee to the Sdged^m 
heights in their rear, where they again took poft. The town of f^^u^^^^' 
Springfield was burnt : And the Britifh army, having refted a few dcftroycd. 
hours after the adion, returned the fame day to Elizabeth-town, 
and in the evening, under cover of a redoubt that had been thrown 
up by the Americans, but now occupied by the Britifh, paflfed over 
to Staten Ifland without moleflation, by means of a bridge of boats. 

li 2 Before 
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CHAP. Before the Britifh troops marched out from Elizabeth-town, fome 

\^ y-— ^ pains had been taken to miflead general Wafhington, as to the real 

* defign of the Britifh commander. The tranfports were aflembled, 
and troops embarked, as if an expedition had been intended up the 
North River againft Weft Point ; and by fuch indications general 
Wafhington was fo far alarmed, that he adlually marched from his 
camp in the Jerfeys towards the North River. But he marched with 
great deliberation, cautioufly intending not to remove too far from 
Morris-town, until the future movements of fir Henry Clinton 
Ihould enable him to difcover his real intention ; and he had pro- 
ceeded only fifteen miles, when information was brought to him, 
that the Britifh troops, inftead of going up the North River, were 
inarching out in force towards Springfield. General Wafhington 
immediately halted, and fent back a detachment to reinforce general 
Green ; but before it arrived the adion at Springfield was over,', and 
the Britifh troops had retreated to Elizabeth-town. The real objedk 
of the expedition was probably againfl the American magazines at 
Morris-town : But the oppofition made at Springfield was an indi- 
cation to the commander in chief, that every mile of his future 
inarch through a country naturally difficult, and abounding with 
ftrong pafTes, would be not lefs obftinately difputed, and determined 
him to abandon an enterprife, which, even if it fhould be fuccefsful, 
might cofl him too much ; more efpecially as the expefted arrival 
of a powerful French armament on the coaft of America, obliged 
him not to engage in any expedition that would either require much 
time, or carry him a confiderable diftance from New York. 

The Britifh army having quitted New Jerfey, general Wafhington 
on his part planned an enterprife againfl a Britifh poil at Bergea 
Point, on the North River, oppofite to New York, ' which was gar- 
rifoned by feventy loyalifts. This enterprife had for its objedl not 
only the reduftion of that pofl, but the carrying away of the cattle 

upoa 
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from which the garrifon of New York was oc- 
cafionally fupplied with frefh provifions, through the pod occupied 



Upon Bergen Neck, from which the garrifon of New York was oc- 9^5v^7tt^' 



by the loyalifts : And the force appointed for carrying it into execu- 
tion, amounted to about two thoufand men, under the command of 
general Wayne, who had rendered himfelf famous by the furprife 
of Stoney Point. At Bergen Point, the defences of which cohfifled 
of a block-houfe furroundcd by an abbatis, this brave little band of 
loyal refugees defended themfclvcs againft a cannonade of three 
hours, and repulfed an attempt to take the place by aflault : In the 
aflault the Americans loft a number equal to the whole amount of the 
garrifon, and in their retreat fome ftragglers were made prifoners, 
and part of the cattle retaken, which they were attempting to carry off. 

In the mean time, on the tenth of July, the expeded armament A French 
from France arrived at Rhode Ifland. It confifted of feven fhips of rives at 
the line, fome frigates, and a number of tranfports, having on board 
fix thoufand troops ; the fleet being commanded by the chevalier de 
Ternay, and the troops by the count de Rochambeau: And in order 
to prevent difcuflTion, and obviate every diflSculty that might arife 
upon the jundion of the French troops with the American army, a 
commiflTion y^'as fent to general Waftiington, appointing him a 
lieutenant-general of France, which of courfe put the count de 
Rochambeau under his orders. 

The arrival of fo confiderable a reinforcement dlffufed a general 
joy amongft the adherents of congrefs throughout the American 
ftates, and excited them to frefli exertions. Thofe ftates, which 
had lately turned a deaf car to the applications not only of general 
Wafhington, but of congrefs, were now eager to raife and fend for- 
ward their quotas of men : And the American army, which, from 
the various caufes already mentioned, had been reduced to a ftate 
of imbecility, began again to make a refpedtabk appearance. When 
the French arrived at Rhode Ifland, the Britifli fleet under admiral 
Arbuthnot was inferior to that of the chevalier de Ternay ; and a 

plan 
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plan was laid for attacking New York : But the arrival of fix fliips 
of the line from England, which followed clofe on the track of the 
chevalier de Temay, foon gave admiral Arbuthnot the fuperiority ; 
and the Britifh commanders, inftead of waiting to be attacked, made 
preparations in their turn for ading ofFenfively againft the French 
at Rhode Ifland« Sir Henry Clinton, with the tranfports and troops 
deftined for this expedition, proceeded to Huntington Bay, in the 
Sound, whilft admiral Arbuthnot, with the fhips of war, failed round 
Longlfland, in order to co*operate by fea. But in the mean time 
general Wafhington, whofe army had been increafed by the arrival 
of confiderable reinforcements, fuddenly pafled the North River, 
and approached King's Bridge, So unexpeded a movement obliged 
fir Henry Clinton to abandon the expedition againft Rhode Ifland, 
and return with the troops for the proteftion of New York, leaving 
admiral Arbuthnot to block up the French fleet by fea. The objed 
of this expedition was loft, from a circumftance but too frequent in 
the hiftory of this country, a difagreement between the commanders 
in chief of the land and naval fervice. Upon the return of the 
Britifli commander, general Wafhington drew oflT his forces to a 
greater diftance, cautioufly avoiding fuch a pofition as might be 
the means of bringing on a general engagement. 

About this time the count de Guichen was expcded from the 
Weft Indies, with a land force, and twenty fhips of the line. In 
view of this affiftance the New England militia had afl!cmbled very 
readily, and marched to Rhode Ifland, when their allies the French 
were threatened with an attack from fir Henry Clinton : General 
Wafliington's army too, as has been already mentioned, had been 
greatly increafed by the arrival of frefli reinforcements. And with 
thefe diflferent bodies of men, when united, it was intended to at- 
tack New York by land, whilft the count de Guichen, joined by 
the fquadron under the chevalier de Ternay, fhould block it up by 
fea. But the count de Guichen^ as we flball fee hereafter, when we 

come 
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come to the tranfaftions in the Weft Indies, had been fo roucrhly CHAP. 

. XXXVII. 

handled in his difierent engagements with admiral Rodney, and his v— -,- ■/ 
fliips were in fo fhattered a condition, that inftead of proceeding to 
America, according to the original defign, he returned with his 
fleet to France, taking under his convoy the trade from the French 
iflands. The failure in fo confiderable a part rendered impradlicable 
the further profecution of the fcheme againft New York ; and as 
foon as general Wafliington was made acquainted with the departure 
of the count de Guichen, it became neceflary for him to concert 
new meafures with the French commanders at Rhode Ifland, for 
their future operations. For this purpofe an interview took place 
between them at Hartford in Connedicut, about half way between 
the French and American camps. 

Whilft general Wafliington was abfent from his army upon this A fchcmc 
fervice, a deep-laid fcheme was formed by one of his own officers, oncof general 
for delivering up to fir Henry Clinton the ftrong poft of Weft Point, officersf a" 
in the high lands upon the North River, the pofleffion of which 2vS/'''a^'" 
would have nearly cut off all communication between the northern important 

' ^ ^ poft into the 

and middle colonies. The officer engaged in this defign was the hands of the 
famous general Arnold, whofe fervices in the caufe of America had 
been of the moft meritorious kind, and whofe brilliant actions in 
the field juftly raifed him to fuperior notice and regard. After the 
evacuation of Philadelphia by the Britifli troops in the year 1778, 
he was appointed to command the American garrifon that took pof- 
feffion of it ; and while he aded in that capacity had the misfortune 
to difguft many of the inhabitants, and even to fall under the dit* 
pleafmre of congrefs. He lived expenfively, and, as was fuppofed, 
confiderably beyond his ftated income; but he was at the fame time 
concerned in trading fpeculations, and had fharcs in feveral priva- 
teers ; and upon the profits expefted from thofe adventures, he pro- 
1>ably reHed| as means of enabling him to keep trp the ftate and ftyle 
6 of 
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Sr-vl'T^f^' of life he had affumcd : He had alfo claims againft the public to a 
confiderable amount ; and upon the payment of theni he depended 
as a fund to fatisfy the immediate, demands of his creditors, who 
were beginning to become importunate. But the trading fpecula- 
tions in which he had engaged proved unprodudlivc ; his privateers 
were unfuccefsful ; and a confiderable portion of his demand againft 
the public was cut off, by the commiflioners appointed to examine 
his accounts. From the decifion of the commifiioners, general Ar- 
nold appealed to the congrefs, who appointed a committee of their 
own members to revife the fcntcnce : But the committee of con- 
grefs were even lefs favourable to his views than the comniiflioners, 
from whofe decifion he had appealed. They reported that the ba- 
lance already allowed by the commilFioners was more thtm general 
Arnold was entitled to receive. 

So many difappointments could not fail to ruflSe a temper lefs 
irritable than general Arnold's : Recolleding his former fervices, he 
gave full fcope to his refentment, and complained of ill-ufage and 
ingratitude in terms better calculated to provoke than to mollify, 
and fuch as were peculiarly ofFenfive to congrefs. His enemies 
availed themfelves of his indifcretion to fwell the tide of popular 
clamour which already ran ftrongly againft him. A court-martial 
was appointed to examine into his condud: during his command in 
Philadelphia, and by the fentence of that board it was in general 
terms reprehended, -and himfelf fubjeded to the mortification of re- 
ceiving a reprimand from general Waftiington. 

From this moment it is fuppofed that Arnold formed the defign 
of quitting the American fervice and joining the Britifti ; and only- 
delayed the execution of his purpofe until an opportunity fliould 
offer of performing fome effential fervice to the power which he 
was about to join, that might render his acceffion of more import- 
ance. A correfpondence was opened with fir Henry Clinton : The 
a deli- 



AMERICAN WAR. 149 

; H A p- 

XXXVIL 



delivering up the poll at Weft Point, where Arnold now com- CHAP. 



manded, was the fervice he propofed to perform ; and the interval 
of general Wafhington's abfence, when he went to confer with the 
French commanders, was the time appointed for finifhing the nego- 
tiation. To facilitate the means of carrying on the previous cor- 
refpondence, the Vulture floop of war was ftationed in the North 
River, at fuch a diftance from Weft Point as to excite no fufpicion, 
but near enough to ferve for the intended communication ; aivi as 
general Arnold required a confidential perfon to treat with, major 
Andre, aid-du-camp to fir Henry Clinton, and adjutant-general of Adventure 
the Britifh army, undertook to confer with him, and bring the ne- the Britiih 
gotiation to a conclufion. For this purpofe he repaired on board neral m^or 
the Vulture floop. At night, in purfuance of a previous arrange- ** ^ 
ment, a boat from the fhore carried him to the beach, where he met 
general Arnold ; and day-light approaching before the bufinefs on 
which they had met was finally adjufted, major Andre was told that 
he muft be conduced to a place of fafety, and lie concealed until 
the following night, when he might return on board the Vulture 
-without the danger of being difcovered. The beach where the 
firft conference was held was without, but the place of fafety to 
which major Andre was conduced to lie concealed during the day^ 
was within the American out-pofts, againft his intention, and with- 
out his knowledge. Here, however, he remained with general 
Arnold during the day; and at night, the boatmen refufing to carry 
him on board the Vulture, becaufe fhe had fliifted her pofition du- 
ring the day, in confequence of a gun being brought to bear upon 
her from the fhore, he was reduced to the neceflity of endeavouring 
to make his way to New York by land. Laying afide his regiment- 
als, which he had hitherto worn, he put on a plain fuit of clothe^^ 
and receiving a pafs from general Arnold, under the aflumed name 
of John Anderfon, as if he had been fent down the country on 
Vol, IL K k public 



^50 HISTORY OF THE 

c H A r 

XXXVII. 



CHAP, public bufinefs, he fet out on his return to New York. His pafll 



port fecured him from interruption at the American out^pofts j and 
he had already pafled them all, and thought himfelf out of danger, 
when three American militia-men, who had been fent out to patrol 
near the road along which he travelled, fuddenly fpringing from the 
woods, feized the bridle of his horfe and flopped him. The fud- 
denfiefs of the furprife feems to have deprived major Andre of his 
wonted prefence of mind ; and, although a man of the greateft ad- 
drefs, he was entrapped by the rude fimplicity of clowns. Having 
inquired from whence they were, and being anfwered, " From be- 
** low;" " And fo," IMd he, " am I." It was not long before he 
difcovered his miftake; but too late, it would appear, to remove the 
impreffion which his firft anfwer had made^ The men who had 
made him prifoners fearched him for papers, and having taken from 
his boot a packet, in the hand-writing of general Arnold, deter- 
mined to carry him without delay to their commanding officer. It 
was in vain that he offered them a purfe of gold and his watch,, ta 
fuffer him to pafs : His promifes of an ample provifion, and getting 
them promotion, if they would accompany him to New York, were 
equally unavailing. The unfortunate Andre, after thefe efforts to 
regain his liberty, feems to have been regardlefs of what might be 
his own fate, and was only anxious to fave general Arnold. Before 
the commanding officer of the militia he continued to perfonate the 
fuppofed John Anderfon, and requefted that a meflfenger might be 
fent to general Arnold to acquaint him with his detention. A mef- 
fenger being accordingly difpatched, and fufficient time having 
elapfed for general Arnold to make his efcape, he no longer diC- 
guifed his real name, and avqwed himfelf to be major Andre, adju- 
tant-general of the Britifh army : He alfo wrote a letter to general 
Wafhington, in his real name, acquainting him that he was his 
prifoncr, and accounting for the difguife which neceffity had bliged 

him 
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liim to aflume. The meffagc fent to general Arnold, announcing ^xxxvii"" 
the detention of John Anderfon, was fufficient notice to him to v. — >^-w 
provide for his own fafety : He quitted Weft Point without delay, ''^^" 
got on board the Vulture floop, and in her proceeded to New York. 

In the mean time general Wafliington returned from his interview 
with the French commanders, and being informed of what had 
paffed during his abfence, together with Arnold's efcape, he rein- 
forced the garrifon of Weft Point with a ftrong detachment from 
his army, apd appointed a board of general oflSicers, to inquire into 
and report upon the cafe of major Andre. The candid, open, manly, 
and ingenuous explanation of his conduft, given by major Andr6, 
before the board of officers, imprefled with admiration and efteem 
even his enemies who were about to fhed his blood. Difmiffing 
from his thoughts all perfonal confiderations of danger, he was only 
anxious that the tranfadion in which he had been engaged, ihaded 
zA it was by the intervention of unfortunate circumftances, might 
be cleared from obfcurity, and appear in its genuine colours, at leaft 
with refpedl to his intention, which was incapable of fwerving from 
the paths of honour. But the board of officers fixing their atten« 
tion upon the naked fa£t of his being in difguife within their lines, 
without perhaps duly confidering the unfortunate train of incidents 
which unexpededly, and almoft unavoidably, led him into that fitu- 
ation, were of opinion that he came under the defcription, and 
ought to fuffisr the punifhment, of a fpy. 

The concern felt at New York, in confequence of the capture of 
major Andre, was in the mean time inconceivably great : His gal- 
lantry as an officer, and amiable demeanour as a man, had gained 
him not only the admiration, but the affedion, of the whole army ; 
and the uncertainty of his fate filled them with the deepeft ankiety. 
Sir Henry Clinton, whofe efteem and regard he enjoyed in an emi- 
nent degree, immediately opened a correfpondence, with general 
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CHAR Waftiington, by means of a flag of truce, and urged every motire 
u -y— ■/ which juftice, policy, or humanity, could fuggeft, to induce a re- 
' * miffion of the fentence. Finding his letters ineflfedual, he fent out 
general Robertfon, with a flag, to confer upon the fubjedt with any 
officer that fhould be appointed by general Wafhington. An inter- 
view took place between general Robertfon and general Green, who' 
had been prefident of the courj-martial. But all efforts to fave the 
imfortunate Andre were unavailing: His doom was irrevocably 
fixed. The greatnefs of the danger which the American army had 
efcaped by the difcovery of Arnold's plot before it was ripe for exe- 
cution, feems to have extinguifhed in the breaft of the inexorable 
Wafhington, every fpark of humanity that remained. Although 
entreated by a mofl pathetic letter from major Andre, written on the 
day previous to his execution, to change the mode of his death from, 
that of a common malefadlor to one more correfpondent to the feel- 
ings of a foldier, he would not condefcend to grant even this incon- 
fiderable booh to the fupplication of his unfortunate prifoner : And 
on the fecond day of Odober this atccomplifhed young officer met 
his fate, in the manner prefcribed by his fentence, with a compofure, 
ferenity, and fortitude, which aflonifhed the beholders, and excited 
thofe emotions of fympathy that would have been more honourably 
and humanely exercifed in averting than lamenting his fate^. 

Thus fell the unfortunate Andre. If intention is neceflfary to 
conflitute guilt ; and if guilt alone merits punifhment, fome doubt 
may be entertained with refpe£t to the fentence of the board of 
officers. Major Andre did not, at firfl, knowingly enter within the 
American lines : He was then alfo in his regimentals : And whea 
he adually found himfelf within thofe lines, contrarily to his inten- 
tion, whatever he afterwards did, in order to extricate himfelf, by 
aflTuming a difguife, and ufing a feigned paflfport, ought rather to be 
afcribed to the impofed neceffity of his fituation than to choice^ 
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But, even if the fentence pronounced againft him fhould be found CHAP, 
agreeable to the letter of the law of nations, fo unfuitable is the ^ -,- Jf 
exercife of extreme jufticc to our imperfeiSt ft^te, that we turn with '^ ^' 
difguft from thofe tranfadions, in which the finer feelings of hu- 
manity have been facrificed to its rigour. Bright as the fame of 
Wafhington fliall fhine in the annals of America, as one of the moft 
illuftrious fupporters of her independence, the fons of freedom will 
lament the cold infenfibility, that did not fuffer him to interpofe, in 
order to refcue from his fate fo gallant an officer, and even could 
withhold from him the poor confolation of meeting death like a 
foldier ; whilft a glance of indignation ftiall dart from the eyes of 
her fair and compaffionate daughters, foftened only by the tear of 
pity for the fate of the accomplilhed Andr6* 

From fo tragic an event, tending by its feverity to increafe, we 
pafs with pleafure to an arrangement calculated to lefTen, the calami- 
ties of war. This was an agreement for a general exchange of pri- 
foners, finally fettled arid adjulted towards the clofe of the prefent 
year, between major-general Philips, on the part of the Britifh army, 
and major-general Lincoln, on the part of the Americans, the for- 
mer having been an American prifoner ever fince the convention of 
Saratoga, and the latter a Britifh prifoner fmce the fall of Charleftown. 

The congrefs had, from policy, hitherto refilled all propofals for 
a general exchange upon equitable terms. They knew the expence 
that attended recruiting the Britifh army from Europe : They knew 
alfo that their own army would receive no great increafe of ftrength 
by a releafe of the Americans detained as prifoners, becaufe the 
fliort periods for which the American foldiers enlifted, during the 
firfl years of the war, would have generally expired before an ex* 
change could have been effe£led. But the clamours of their people, 
fo long detained in captivity, and for whofe releafe they had fhewn 
fo much indifference, had now become fo loudj fo many of their 
4 regular 
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regular foldiers had been made prifoners hj the capture of Charlef^ 
town, and the defeat of general Gates at Camden ; and in confe* 
quence of thefe difafters fo much difficulty had been experienced ia 
recruiting their army during the prefent year ; that neceffity, rather 
than choice, obliged them at laft to yield to an equitable arrangement. 
An inefFeftual attempt was made for the releafe of the privates of 
general Burgoyne's army, who had been prifoners fince the con- 
vention of Saratoga : But nothing could prevail upon the congrefk 
to depart from their former refolutions ; and the convention troops, 
were deftined to captivity during the remainder of the war. 

The cold weather beginning to fet in, put an end to all further 
a£tive operations in the field. The Britifh troops went into winter 
quarters in New York and its dependencies : The French troops 
remained at Rhode Ifland : And general Waftiington continued to 
occupy the high grounds bordering on the North River, from whence 
in a (hort time he was obliged to difcharge a confiderable part of th« 
new levies, in confequence of a want of bread for their fubfiftencew 



AMERICAN WAR* tsS 



CHAP. XXXVIIL 

Tranfa&ions in Europe and the Weft Indies — Succejfes of the Britijh 
Fleet under Admiral Rodney — Relief of Gibraltar — Growing Dif^ 
ferences between Great Britain and Holland — Armed Neutrality^ 
or AJfociation among Neutral Maritime Powers^ for the Purpofe 
of ejlablijhing the DoSirine that Free Ships make Free Goods — 
Sufpenjion of the Treaties between Great Britain and Holland-^ 
Naval TranfaBions — Commercial Treaty between America and 
Holland— War on the Part of Great Britain againft the Dutch. 

BUT the tranfadions in Europe and the Weft Indies now demand CHAP. 
XXXVIII 
our attention. Admiral Rodney, whom his fervices in the pre- ^ -^— ^ 

ceding war had recommended to the notice of the miniftry, being ''^^* 

appointed to command the Britifh fleet in the Weft Indies, failed for 

that ftation, with a reinforcement of fhips, about the beginning of 

the prefent year; and advantage was taken of his convoy to fend a 

frefh fupply of provifions and ftores for the relief of the garrifon 

at Gibraltar, which had been blockaded by the Spaniards from the 

commencement of the war with that nation. That this fervice 

might be performed without any danger of mifcarriage, a part of 

the channel fleet was put under admiral Rodney's command, which 

was to accompany him as far as Gibraltar. 

It feems to have been referved for this commander to revive, by 

his fuccefles, the memory of our glorious atchievements in former 

wars* 
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^ H A p. ^ars. He had been but a few days at fea, when he fell in with 
e .^.^.^ and took a fleet of twenty-three fail of Spanifh fhips bound from 
St. Sebaftian to Cadiz, fixteen of them laden with provifions, naval 
ftores, and bale goods, and the reft fhips of war belonging to the 
royal company of Caraccas that had been afligned to the others as a 
convoy. The fame good fortune, about a week afterwards, brought 
him in fight of a Spanifli fleet of eleven fhips of the line and two 
frigates, that were cruifing oflf Cape St. Vincent, under the com«i 
mand of Don Juan Langara. A lee-fhore at no great diftance fa- 
voured the efcape of the enemy, and rendered a purfuit from the 
Britifh fleet hazardous ; and the fhortnefs of a winter's day, already 
far advanced, with tempeftuous weather, increafed the danger. But 
the gallant Rodney, like the intrepid Hawke, chofe to rifque fome- 
thing, where the performance of a great national fervice was the 
expefted confequence ; and threw out the fignal for a general chafe, 
taking the lee-gage to cut off the enemy from the fhore. Night came 
on; but the purfuit was ftill continued^ The fhips of the Brit^h 
fleet clofed with thofe of the enemy as faft as they could get up; 
and the action was not ended till two in the morning, when the 
Monarca, the headmoft of the enemy's fleet, ftruck to the Sand« 
wich, admiral Rodney's fhip. The San Domingo, one of the ene- 
my's fhips, blew up early in the engagement; and every foul on 
board perifhed. Four of their fleet, including the Phoenix of eighty 
guns, Don Juan Langara's fhip, were taken and carried into Gib- 
raltar. Two others had ftruck; but after the oflficers had been 
fhifted, were driven on fhore by the tempeftuous weather, and one 
of them was entirely loft The two frigates, and four fhips of the 
line, alone efcaped, two of the latter much damaged in the action* 
The enemy, although inferior in number, maintained a running 
fight with great bravery; and the vi£tory was not obtained but at 
the cxpencc of thirty-two killed, and one hundred and two wounded, 
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en board the Britifli fleet. The weather continued fo tempeftuous, ^^ ^ ^• 
•that it was with diflicuhy fome of the BritiQi fliips, on the day after 
the adion, were able to extricate themfelves from the dangerous 
fhoals of St. Lucar. 

The convoy being condu<5led flifely to Gibraltar, and the provifions ^?||^^ ^^ 
and ftores having been landed, admiral Digby, taking under his 
charge the Spanifli prizes and homeward-bound tranfports, failed for 
England on the fifteenth of February, with the greateft part of the 
fleet; and admiral Rodney, with the reft, proceeded to his ftation 
in the Weft Indies. The homeward-bound fleet under admiral 
Digby got fight. of a French convoy, efcorted by feveral fliips of 
war, but at fuch a diftance that the greateft part of it efcaped by an 
.early flight. The Prothee, a French fliip of fixty-four guns, one 
of the efcort, was however taken, and fome few of the merchant- 
ihips. 

In the mean time the differences fubfifting between Great Britain Growing dif. 

fercnces be* 

and Holland were every day increafing, and verging faft towards a twccn Great 
Hate of hoftility. The Dutch merchants, particularly thofe of Am- Holland. 
fterdam, had, from the beginning of the difturbances in America^ 
•maintained a cprrefpondence with the people of that country, and 
in the progrefs of the war fupplied theni, not only with merchan- 
dife, but with warlike ftores, without which the very unequal contefl: 
could not have been fo long fupported by the Americans. The carrying 
on a clandeftine intercourfe of fuch a nature, with thofe whom Great 
Britain claimed as her fubjedls, was not to be endured, even in a 
nation ftridly neutral, and far lefs in one bound to her by the moft 
folemn engagements of ancient friendftiip and alliance. Various re- 
monftrances on this fubje£t w^ere accordingly prefented by the Bri- 
tifli ambafl^ador at the Hague, but no fatisfaftion was obtained. 
After the interference of France in the war, the unfriendly pro- 
ceedings of the Dutch became ftill more notorious; As they had 
Vol. IL LI heretofore 
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CHAP, heretofore fupplied the Americans with whatever they wanted, and 
\^,^^^^ indeed ftill continued to do the lame, 10 now they became the car- 
'^ * riers of naval ftores for the French. The remonftrances prefented 
on this occafion having been found ineffedual, the commander of 
the Britifh navy received orders to prevent a trade which the Dutch, 
from good faith, ought to have prohibited. In purfuance of thefe 
orders, fuch of the Dutch merchant-fhips as were found laden with 
naval ftores for the ufe of the French, were brought into Britifh 
ports, from whence they were fufFered to depart as foon as the pro- 
hibited articles had been landed; and in the mean time full fatisfac- 
tion was made to the fliip-owpers for their freight. This proceed- 
ing, however equitable, produced much difcontent among the Dutch 
merchants : They complained that by the feizure and detention of 
their veflels, the exprefs letter of the treaties fubfifting between 
Great Britain and the republic of the States General was grofsly 
violated j whilft the real fa£t was, that they themfelves, by furnifh- 
ing the enemies of Great Britain with things necefTary for carrying 
on the war, which this proceeding was calculated to prevent^^ were 
adiing diredly contrary to the fpirit of all thofe treaties. 

By the vigilance of the Britifh cruifers this trade was in fome de- 
gree checked j and the fupplies^ thus obtained by the French, be- 
came not a little precarious. But towards the beginning of the 
prefent year, a number of Dutch fhips, laden with naval ftores, being 
ready to fail for the ports of France, the owners availed themfelvea 
of the opportunity of the departure of a Dutch fquadron that waa 
proceeding to the Mediterranean, under the command of count Bj^ 
land, to put their fhips under his protedion in their pafTage through 
the channel. Timely information of their defign being conveyed 
to the Britifh court, commodore Fielding was difpatched, with a 
fufEcient force, to cruife in the channel, examine the Dutch convoy^ 
and feize fuch of the' fhips as were found carrying on the trade 

which 
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which Great Britain was determined to prohibit. The two fleets C H a ?• 

XXXVIIIi 
met in the channel on the third of January. Permiflion to examine ^ -~ J 

the convoy being refufed, and the boats of the Britifh fleet fent for *^^^' 

that purpofe being fired upon, commodore Fielding fired a (hot 

acrofs the way of the Dutch admiral, which was anfwered with a 

broadfide from the latter. The Britifh commodore did not fail to 

return the falute, when the Dutch admiral ftruck his colours. In 

the mean time the greateft part of the convoy had borne away for 

the coaft of France, and efcaped : Thofe that remained were fafely 

conduced to Spithead, whither count Bylaad chofe to accompany 

them, to wait for orders from the States General, although he was 

told by commodore Fielding, that he was at liberty to proceed upon 

his voyage. This proceeding, bordering upon hoftility, increafed 

the clamours of the difcontented in Holland, and added ftrength to 

the party attached to France, which was already too powerfuU 

Whilft Great Britain was thus availing herfelf of her maritime Armed ncn- 

1-r^i/* /-I. 1 • • ^ % trality, or af- 

power to prevent the Dutch from lupplymg her enemies with the fociauon 
means of carrying on the war, another of her allies, upon whom tSl^SfariUme 
ihe had alfo ftrong claims of friendihip, was adively engaged in fhT^'ofcof 
promoting a fcheme for altering the received law of nations, and cftablifhin^ 
rendering fuch a trade legitimate as the Dutch had been attempting that free fhipt 
to carry on with France. It was obvioufly the intent of the greater goods. ' 
maritime powers, when engaged in war, that the fhips of neutral 
nations fhould be liable to a fearch, and ihould not proted ene« 
my's property ; and fuch was hitherto held to be the law of 
nations, except in thofe inftances where it had been altered 
by treaties and conventions between particular powers: It wa9 
not lefs evidently the intereft of the weaker commercial powers^ 
when engaged in war, that the fhips of neutral .nations fhould 
pafs free and unmolefted ; becaufe, whenever the flate of the war 
rendered them unable to carry on trade in their own fhips, they 
Blight employ thpfe of neutral powerst The alteiatioo prc^fed 

Ha by 
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XXX\aif' by tWs fchemc was, that a free fliip fhould make free goods, or, in 

^ ^ J" other words, that a neutral fliip, although loaded with a cargo be- 

'' ^' longing to one of the powei^s at war, fhould pafs as free and unmo- 
lefted as in time of peace: A fcheme evidently intended to wound 
Great Britain in her moft eflential intereft ; and, to her furprifci 
Ruflia was the power that brought it forward. In the war of the 
latter with the Turks feme few years before, the condudt of Great 
Britain had been fuch as to entitle her to exped from Ruffia, fup- 
port and afliftance under her prefent embarrafTments, rather than a 
regulation calculated to increafe them. But with nations, if not with 
individuals, views of intereft are the grand motives to a£kion ; and 
their policy confifts in improving thofc opportunities that occur for 
promoting it r Friendfhip, gratitude, and the other virtuous affec- 
tions that adorn private life, feem to have little influence upon their 
conduct. In a war between Great Britain and the kingdoms of 
France and Spain, the local fituation of the former enables her in a 
great, m€afure to cut off thofe fupplies of naval ftores which the 
north of Europe alone can furnifh. Hence, in time of war between 
thofe powers, this kind of trade experiences confiderable inter- 
ruptions: Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark, all partook of the 
lofs arifing from fuch interruptions: And the prefent embar- 
raffed ftate of Great Britain was laid hold of as a fit op* 
portunity for compelling her to fubmit to fuch a regula-i- 
tion as might remove the incovcnience complained of by thefe 
northern powers. This fcheme is faid to have originated with the 
king of Sweden ; but it was firft promulgated by a declaration of 
the emprefs of Ruffia addreffed to the belligerent powers, which: was 
followed by declarations of the like import from the courts;. of 
Sweden and Denmark; The bafis of the whole being, that neuthJ 
powera unconcerned in the war £hould be permitted to carry on 
their . cpmmerce in the fame unlimited manner as in time of 
peace> thofe articles called contral^and alone excepted. The othes 

neutral 
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neutral powers in Europe were invited to accede to the principles 
contained in thefe declarations ; and as it was propofed to compel the 
praftical execution of them by a maritime force, to be equipped by 
each of the contracting parties, hence the confederation gained the 
-name of the armed neutrality- 

The declaration of the emprefs of Ruffia being conformable to 
the prefent intereft of the courts of France and Spain, was received 
by them with the utmoft fatisfadtion ; and fuitable anfwers were re- 
turned. Great Britain alone was to fuftain an injury from it, and 
at another time, and under different circumftances, perhaps it might 
have been refented as an infult. But at prefent it was thought fit 
to return an anfwer which might neither give offence,, nor derogate 
from the dignity of the Britifh nation by a tame fubmiflion to the 
claims of the northern powers.. The anfwer was decent and re- 
fpedful : But, far from admitting the principles laid down by the 
emprefs of Ruffia, the general law of nations, as it had been hi- 
therto underftood, was held out as the only rule of decifion in ma- 
ritime cafes, except fo f ar as it had been altered by treaties between 
particular powers;, and that between thofe powers the treaties of 
courfe furnifhed the rule. The emprefs was afTured, th^tf from the 
commencement of the war the flri<itefl orders had been iffued to the 
Britifh naval commanders for refpefting her flag, and obferving all 
the flipulations contained in the commercial treaty fubfifling bc:- 
tween tlie two nations ; and that the fame orders would be conti- 
nued, and flridly executed. But fhould any infringement happen^ 
the courts of admiralty, to whom the deqifion in fuch cafes bcr 
longed, would afford redrefsiiA fo. equitable a maimer as fliould be 
perfedly fatisfadory to her imperial majefty^ 

By thefe proceedings of the northern ppwej-s it became fufliciently 
apparent that, from them Great Britain was neither to exped iffiil- 
ance oor fupport; And about thia tii»e it feema to have been detcrr 
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^^^ p. tnlned in tKp Britifh cabinet to put to the teft the fincerlty of the 
\-— s^>^-^ Dutch, and try how far they were to be relied on for the performance 
of thofe engagements to which they were bound by treaty. The 
ground of the alliance between Great Britain and Holland was mu- 
tual fafety and protedlion ; and in cafe either nation was attacked, 
the other was to furnifh certain fuccours. Thefe had been already 
formally demanded, on the part of Great Britain, after Spain took 
a part in the war : But the States General had hitherto neglected 
either to furnifli the fuccours, or give a fatisfadory anfwer to the 
demand. The Britifh ambafTador at the Hague was now inftru<5led to 
prefent a remonftrance on the fubje<a, to claim the fuccours ftipulated 
by treaty, and to declare, that, if a fatisfadory anfwer was not given 
to this requifition, within three weeks after the delivery of the re* 
monftrance, fuch a negled on the part of the States General would 
be confidered as a declaration that they withdrew from the alliance 
between the two nations. The remonftrance was accordingly pre- 
fented on the twenty-firft of March, and no fatisfadory anfwer 
being given within the time limited, the threat held out was put in 
Sufpcnfion of execution. By an order of the king in council, bearing date the 
between feventeenth of April, all the treaties fubfifting between the two na- 
and HeUa^ tions Were to be fufpended, and the fubjeds of the States General 
ApriL were in future to be entitled to no other privileges than thofe en- 
joyed by neutral nations, unconnefked with Great Britain by treaty. 
By this decifive meafure the unfriendly difpofition of the Dutch 
towards the Britifh nation was laid open, or, at leaft, their total in- 
difference about ^ its fate : And it feems to have been wife policy in 
the Britifh miniftry to put that difpofition to the tqft ; fmce it is 
" fafer to have an open eneiny than an infidious friend. Thefe fe- 

ver^ tranfadions, which happened foon after the beginning of the 
•prefent yesQ-, difddifed the temper of moft of the powers of Eiurope, 
upon whom Great Britaiuhad any cWm for affiftancej and'ftoa 
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them It became manifeft, that' fhe muft henceforward fupport the %JhJ^jf* 
conteft againft the united power of the houfe of Bourbon, not only ^^ -v— ^^^ 
without the aid of a fmgle ally, but under the convidion that the 
other nations of Europe viewed her danger with unconcern, and 
rather rejoiced in the profpe£t of her ruin, than wiflied to prevent 
it: A conviction mortifying no doubt in the extreme, but at the 
fame^time not entirely without its ufe, as it had a tendency to ftimu- 
late to the braved exertions thofe who felt the genuine flame of pa- 
triotifm, and whofe love for their country was fuperior to all the 
confiderations of party. 

Upon the death of fir Charles Hardy, in the month of May, the May. . 
command of the channel fleet was given to admiral Geary, who adlioni* 
failed in queft of the enemy, about the ufual time, with thirty fhips 
of the line. During his cruife, in the beginning of July, he came 
in fight of a fleet of about thiirty fail, which he afterwards found to 
be a convoy of French merchantmen from Port au Prince, in the 
Weft Indies, bound to France. A" general chafe was immediately 
ordered; but it was evening before the headmoft of the Britifh fleet 
reached the enemy, and a fog foon afterwards coming on, twelve 
only of the merchantmen were taken. The reft, with the two 
armed ihips that accompanied them as ». convoy^ efcaped in the 
fog. . 

The French and Spanifh fleets again formed a Junftion this year^ 
as they had done in the preceding one.^ They did not however 
attempt to enter the channel, but cruifed;in that trad through which 
thfe outward-bound trade from. Great Britain to the Eaft and'^Wcft 
Indies ufikally pafles, and from their number fpread over an immenfe 
extent if ifea. A fleet for the Eaft Indies^ and another for the Weft 
Indies, failed together from PortfmoiUh towards the end of July^ 
under the convoy of captain Moutray of the Rlamilltefepatte^Kled 
by two frigates* and unfortunately^ in the night cf m^ eigiitiv uif 
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^v^^^nrr' Auguft, fell In with that divifion of the combined fleet which was 
^ - ■ ^^ commanded by Don Lewis de Cordova. The Ramillies, with the 
two frigates, and a few merchantmen, efcaped : All the reft, amount- 
ing to more than forty fail, were taken and carried into Cadiz. This 
misfortune was the more feverely felt, as a number of the fhips were 
loaded with naval and military ftores for the ufe of the fettLements 
in thofe parts of the world to which they were bound. Not long 
afterwads admiral Geary refigned his command, and was fucceeded 
by admiral Darby. 

The oppofite grand fleets did not this year come in fight of each 
other : Of courfe nothing decifive was done by fea. But feveral 
hard-fought adions took place between fingle fhips, in which Bri- 
tifti valour maintained its wonted fuperiority. In thefe adions the 
Belle Poule of thirty-two guns became a prize to the Nonfuch, com- 
manded by fir James Wallace : The Artois and Pfearl, two French 
frigates, were taken l)y cdmmodoie Johnftone, in the Romney ; the 
Nymphe, by captain Peere Williims in thie Flora; and the Count 
d' Artois, a private fliip of war, mounting fixty-fourgun^, by cap- 
tain Macbride in the Bienfaifant. Nor muft we omit a gallant 
adion performed by captain Moor, of the Fame, private fliip of 
'war belonging to Dublid) who alone attacked five French priva- 
teers, drawn up to receive him off Cape de Gat, and captured four 
of fhem. 

The fiege and blockade of Gibraltar was ftill continued by the 
Spaniards; but with no greater profpedt of fuccefs than when it com- 
menced. The danger of a famine, arifing from the long contiau- 
ance of the blockade, was averted by the fupplies which admiral 
Rodney conveyed in the beginning of the year : And all the other 
efforts of the Spaniards to reduce it, were either prevented from taking 
eScGt by the vi^lance of general Elliott, or fucccfafully refifted by 
the determioed Ijpirit and perfevering bravery of the garrifon,- 

After 
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After relieving Gibraltar, in the manner already related, admiral CHAP- 
Rodney proceeded to his ftation in the Weft Indies, and arrived at i- ■,— ,; 
St. Lucie on the twenty- feventh of March. The reinforcement of '^^^* 
fhips, which he carried out, brought the contending fleets nearer to 
an equality; the fuperiority in numbers ftill, however, remaining 
with the French. But although, before the arrival of admiral Rod- 
ney, the French fleet was fo much fuperior to that of Great Britain 
in the Weft India feas, no advantage was obtained proportioned to 
that fuperiority : On the contrary, the trade of the enemy had been 
greatly annoyed, their force leflfened by the capture of feveral of 
their frigates, and the empire of the fea difpiited with an undaunted 
firmnefs which no fuperiority in number could difmay. Only two 
days before the arrival of admiral Rodney, monfieur de la Motte 
Piquet, who was cruifing with four fhips of feventy-four guns, and 
two frigates, for the protection of the French trade, fell in with 
and attacked three Britifh fhips of war, one of them mounting fixty- 
four, another fifty, and the third only forty-four guns, the largeft 
commanded by the honourable captain Cornwallis. Notwithftandiftg 
the great difparity both in number and force, the Britifh command- 
er gallantly prepared to receive the enemy's attack, and to give a 
new difplay of Britifh valour on that element on which it feems pe- 
culiarly dcftined to fhine. The engagement began about five in the 
afternoon^ and was continued during the whole night, and part of 
the following day, when the combatants feparated, as if by mutual 
confent, to repair their refpeftive damages. On the third day in 
the morning, a Britifh fhip of fixty-four guns, and two frigates, 
having appeared in fight, captain Cornwallis refolutely bore down 
upon the enemy to bring them again to adion : But the French 
fquadron had fuflfered fo much in the firft engagement, that monfieur 
de la Motte Piquet declined to renew it, notwithftanding the fupe- 
riority of force he ftill poflSdfcd. Alfo, previous to the arrival of 
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admiral Rodney, the count de Guichen,^ with twenty-five fhips of 
the line, eight frigates, and a number of tranfports with troops, had 
appeared before St. Lucie, and difcovered an apparent defign of at- 
tacking it ; but after viewing the difpofitions made on fhore, by ge- 
neral Vaughan, and the judicious arrangement of the fquadron under 
admiral Hyde Parker, for repelling the attack, he thought proper to 
return to Martinique, without making the attempt. This vifit was 
returned by fir George Rodney foon after his arrival. On the fe- 
cond of April he failed for Fort Royal Bay, in Martinique, to offer 
battle to the enemy, and approached near enough to exchange fome 
fhot with their batteries on fhore. The count de Guichen however 
did not think fit to come out : And admiral Rodney, after remsdn- 
ing two days before Fort Royal, and endeavouring in vain to pro- 
voke the enemy to an engagement, returned to St, Lucie, leaving 
fome faft-failing veffels to bring the earlieft intelligence of any move- 
ment that fhould be made by them. 

Nothing happened till the fifteenth of April, when, in the middle 
of the night, the count de Guichen came out of Fort Royal harbour, 
and failed with twenty-three fhips of the line, and a number of 
frigates. Immediate intelligence being conveyed to fir George Rod- 
ney, he inftantly put to fea, with twenty fhips of the line. On the 
fixteenth, he got fight of the enemy, and on the feventeenth, after 
various manoeuvres pradifed on both fides, by the one to elude, and 
by the other to force an engagement, the French fleet was brought 
to adlion. The firing began about one, and did not ceafe till four 
in the afternoon. The Sandwich, fir George Rodney's fhip, after 
beating three of the enemy's fleet in fucceffion, out of the line, en- 
gaged with the Couronne, the count de Guichen's fhip, fupported 
by two others, the Triumphant and Fendant, and, although alone, 
maintained this unequal combat for an hour and a half, at the end 
of which the French admiral bore away. At this time the enemy 
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might be faid to be completely beaten ; but fuch was the diftance of ^ H A P. 
the van and the rear from the centre of the Britifh fleet, and fuch 
the crippled flate of feveral of the fhips, particularly the Sandwich, 
which for twenty-four hours was with diflSculty kept above water, 
that an immediate purfuit could not be ordered with any profped of 
advantage. In the mean time every endeavour was ufed to refit the 
difabled fhips ; and on the twentieth, the Britifh commander again 
defcried the enemy. He purfued them, for three days fucceffively, 
but without eflfedl. They ftudioufly avoided an engagement, and 
endeavoured to pufh for Fort Royal in Martinique. From this re- 
treat they were however cut off by fir George Rodney, who had 
penetrated their intention in time to counteradt it ; and they were at 
lafl obliged to take fhelter under Guadaloupe. In the adlion the lofs 
of men on board the Britifh fleet amounted to one hundred and 
twenty killed, and three hundred and fifty-three wounded : That of 
the French in killed and wounded was faid to be near one thoufand. 
Although a vidlory was undoubtedly obtained, it is plain, from the 
Britifh commander's difpatches, that it was not fo complete as he 
wifhed, and had reafon to expeft at the beginning of the adtion: 
And although blame is not diredtly imputed to any of the oflScers 
under him, it is apparent that he thought himfelf not well fup- 
ported by fome of them. Sir George Rodney, finding, from an in- 
effectual purfuit of three days, that it was in vain to follow the ene- 
my any farther, judged it befl, as the next poflible chance of bringing 
them again to adion, to be off Fort Royal in Martinique before 
them, the only harbour in the Wefl Indies where they could repair 
their damages. To Fort Royal he accordingly directed his courfe, 
and continued to cruife off Martinique, until the condition of fome 
of his own fhips obliged him to return to Gros Iflet Bay in St. Lu- 
cie to refit. 

M m a The 
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\ ,.^ J and refitted, the Britifh commander receiving information by his 

^^ °* cruifers, on the fixth of May, that the French fleet was approaching 
to windward of Martinique, immediately failed in quell of it with 
nineteen (hips of the line, two (hips of fifty guns, and fome fri- 
gates. After beating to windward for feveral days, he at laft got 
fight of the object of his wilhes : But it was pot the intention of 
the count de Guichen to rifqus an engagement, and being to wind- 
ward, he had it much in his power to avoid it ; yet not fo effediiaiiy, 
but that the rear of his fleet was brought to a£tion by the van of fir 
George Rodney's on the fifteenth and nineteenth of May, and oii 
both days the advantage was manifeftly on the fide of the latter. 
After the laft of thcfe adions the French fleet ftood to the northward 
with fuch a prefs of fail, that in three days their whole fleet was out 
of fight. Their fuperiority in failing was fuch, that all further 
purfuit feemed in vain ; and fir George Rodney, having been led ia 
chafe of them already forty leagues to windward of Martinique, 
proceeded to Barbadoes to refit fuch of his fhips as had been difabled 
in the late engagements. The abfence of the Britifh fleet afforded 
an opportunity to the count de Guichen, which he did not fail to 
embrace, of returning with his fhaftcred fquadron to the harbour of 
Fort RoyaL 

That fir George Rodney fhould put his fleet in the beft poflSble 
ftate, and that he fhould occupy a windward ftation, became the 
more neceflary, in confequence of information, received by him 
about this time, of the approach of a fleet from Spain, which if fuf- 
fered unmolefted to join that of France, would give to the latter a 
dangerous fuperiority. The Spanifh fleet, of which he received in- 
formation, had failed from Cadiz on the twenty-eighth of April, 
under the command of Don Jofeph Solano, and confifted of twelve 
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fhlps of the line, a proportionable number of frigates, and eighty- 
three tranfports, having on board near twelve thoufand troops, and 
a confiderable train of artillery. That the Britifh admiral might not 
lofe the opportunity of intercepting this armament, he ufed the 
greateft difpatch in refitting his fleet at Barbadoes ; and having put 
to fea as foon as it vras in readinefs^ cruifed in that latitude, in 
which, according to the information conveyed to him, there was the 
great6ft chance of meeting with Don Solano. But the extreme cau- 
tion of the latter proved the means of his fafety, and defeated all the 
attempts of the Britifh admiral to intercept him. Inflcad of failing 
direftly to Fort Royal Bay in Martinique,, the appointed place of 
rendezvous, he kept more to the northward, and flopped fliort at 
Guadaloupe, difpatching a frigate to acquaint count de Guichen of 
his arrival, and requefting a jundion where he then was. The count 
de Guichen, upon receiving this intelligence^ immediately failed, 
with eighteen fhips of the line, and keeping to leeward of the 
iflands, joined the Spanifh fquadron under Dominique. 

The combined fleet now poffeflTed fo great a fuperiority, that it had 
nothing to fear from fir George Rodney ; and the land force, that 
accompanied it, was fo confiderable as to portend ruin to the Britifli 
intereft in the Weft Indies by the fucceflive reduction of all the 
iflands. It was generally fuppofed that the conqueft of Jamaica was 
the principal objedt of the Spanifh armament, in eflfedting which 
the French fleet, without doubt, was to co-operate. But the Spanifh 
troops had been fo crowded on board the tranfports, that a peflilen- 
tial diftemper broke out amongft them : And it raged with fuch vio- 
lence about the time of their arrival in the Weft Indies^ that it be- 
came neceflary to land the men in order to check its progrefs. For 
this purpofe the combined fleet proceeded to Fort Royal Bay in Mar- 
tinique : And the allies were for a time obliged to fufpend their ope- 
rations. 

6 Sir 
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CHAP. SJf George Rodney having been difappointed in his defign of in- 
V- -y* ■/ tercepting the Spanifh fquadron, returned to Gros Met Bay in St. 
Lucie, as the moft convenient ftation for obtaining early intelligence 
of any movement made by the enemy. Although their numbers 
had been leflened by the contagious diftemper, they were ftill in fuf- 
ficient force to have attempted the conqueft of Jamaica with every 
July. profpe£l of fuccefs : But a difference of opinion between the two 

commanders proved fatal to the expedition. After remaining inac- 
tive for feveral weeks in the bay of Fort Royal, the combined fleets 
put to fea in the night of the fifth of July, without making fignals 
or fhewing lights, and directed their courfe to Saint Domingo. Here 
they feparated, the count de Guichen with the French fleet putting 
in to Cape Francois, whilfl: Don Solano with the Spanifh fleet pro- 
ceeded to the Havannah. The count de Guichen remained at Cape 
Frangois only until the homeward-bound trade from the French 
iflands had aflfembled, when, taking it under his protedion,^ he failed 
diredlly for Europe. 

Sir George Rodney probably concluded that the counf de Guichen 
only meant to convoy the trade to a certain latitude, and then pro- 
ceed to the continent of America to execute the plan concerted 
with general Wafhington; and that he might be in readinefs to 
thwart the count's operations there, as he had already done in the 
Wefl Indies, he failed for New York with eleven fhips of the line 
and four frigates, where he arrived in September, as has been 
already related. But the truth was, that the count de Guichen's fleet 
was not in a condition to execute his part of the plan : His fhips had 
been fo fhattered in his diflferent engagements with fir George Rod- 
ney, that he found it neceflfary to return as fpeedily as poffible to 
Europe, to give them a thorough repair. 

In .the mean time an incident occurred, which opened more fully 
to the view of the Britifh cabinet, the hoflile defigns of the Dutch. 

So 



AMERICAN WAR. 271 



So long ago as the month of September in the year 1778, a private 
interview had taken place at Aix la Chapelle, between William Lee, 
formerly an alderman of London, and then an agent for the Ame- 
rican congrefs, and John de Neufville, a merchant of Amfterdam, 
adling under powers delegated to him by Van Berkel, grand pen- 
fionary of that city. The objedl of their interview was to plan the' 
outlines of a commercial treaty, which might be proper to be entered 
into between the revolted colonies in America and the Seven United 
Provinces : And at the conclufion of their conferences, certain pro- 
vifionary articles were agreed upon, and figned by the refpe£tive 
agents, as thofe upon the bafis of which a treaty might be hereafter 
formed. Duplicates of the articles were tranfmitted both to Holland 
and America ; and great fecrecy obferved to prevent the tranfaftion 
from coming to the knowledge of the Britifh court. All this was 
done, whilft the Dutch were pretending to aft the part of good and 
faithful allies to the king of Great Britain, and at his requifition 
formally prohibiting, in appearance, an intercourfe between thieir fub- 
jefts and the revolted colonies : And perhaps it was not their origi- 
nal intention to carry the matter farther, but to fuffer the clandeftine 
commerce between the Dutch dominions and Ameriaa, to be con- 
duced agreeably to the provifions of this unfinifhed arrangement, 
during the continuance of the war, at the end of which the pro- 
ceedings of John de Neufville might be either confirmed or dif- 
avowed, as fuited their intereft ; and accordingly nothing farther was 
done towards completing the treaty for near two years. But the 
finances of the congrefs had become deranged, and their paper 
money had been depreciated to fuch an extent, that they faw it 
would be impoffible to maintain the conteft much longer without 
the aid of a foreign loan, which they found^from experience could 
only be negotiated in Holland : And even there the monied men 
were averfc to trufting their property upon fuch fccurity as a people 

could 
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CHAP, could offer, whofc fovereignly and independence were yet unacknow- 
V- -,** J ledged by the States General. Befides the general intercft, therefore^ 
^^ ^' which the congrefs had in getting the independence of the Ameri- 
can ftates acknowledged by as many of the European powers as pot- 
fible, they had a peculiar intereft in procuring that acknowledg- 
ment from the States General, in order to facilitate the negotiation 
of the propofed loan ; and they were encouraged to hope for fuccefs 
in their folicitations to that end, partly from the favourable difpofi- 
tion of the inhabitants of Amfterdam towards their caufe, who had 
already tafted the fweets of the American commerce, and partly 
from the prevalence of a party which the intrigues of the ccjurt of 
France had raifed in Holland in oppofition to the Stadtholder and the 
Britifh intereft 
Commercial Movcd by fuch confideratioHSy the congrefs in the prefent year ap- 
twcen Amc- pointed th^ir late prefident, Henry Laurens^ to proceed to Holland as 
nc^an o - ^^^^ ambaflador, with full powers to bring the commercial treaty to 4 
conclufiofl. Mr. Laurens accordingly embarked at Philadelphia in a 
veilel bound to Holland, carrying with him all the papers that in any 
planner related to the object of his miffion, and particularly the pro- 
vifional comjjiercial articles fettled between William Lee and John 
de Neufville. But the veffel was taken on her pafFage to Europe, 
and with her Mr. Laurens and his papers ; the box containing them, 
which had been thrown overboard, having been prevented from 
fmkipg by the alertneis of a Britiih feaman. 

Mr. L&urene's papera having furniflied the Britifh miniftry with 
full evidence of what they had long before fufpeded, the unfriendly 
difpofition of the Dutch, their connexion with the revolted coli>- 
nies, and the underhand practices of the penfionary Van Berkel to 
make that connexion ftill clofer ; they determined to^ demand inftant 
fatisfadion for the injury. For that purpofe the papers, which a£. 
ferded the evidence, were traafmittcd, to^the Britiih ambafTador at 

the 
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the Hague, who was inftrudted to prefent a memorial to tlie States yJLArf' 
Qeneral^ requiring them to difavow the proceedings of the penfionary u ^ ^ ^.^^^ 
Van Berkel and his accomplices, and to inflift upon them a puniflx- ' 
ment fuitable to the magnitude of their offence : He was further en- 
joined to declare, that, if fatisfadion in thefe refpeds fhould be either 
refufed or delayed, the States General would be confidered as making 
themfelves parties to the injury, and Aich mcafures be purfued as 
the law of nations authorifed for compellijng a reparation of the 
wrong. The memorial was accordingly prefentcd ; and no fatisfac- 
tory anfwer being returned by the States General within the time 
expeded, the Britifh ambaflador was recalled from the Hague, aod 
on the twentieth of December, letters of reprifal were ordered to be War on tKc 
iffued againft the Dutch, In the mean time Mr. Laurens, after an Brfuio ^^ 
examination before the fecretaries of ftate, was committed on a Jf*!^^'^ 
charge qf high treafgu a glofe prifoner to the Tower of LpndoB» 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

French Attempt on the I/land of Jerfey — Defeated — Naval Exertions 
of both France and Britain — Relief of Gibraltar — Capture of the 
Dutch IJland St. Eujlatius — And of Demarary and IJfequiboy Dutch 
Settlements on the Spanifh Main — Fruitlefs Attempt of the French on 
St. Lucie — The IJland of Tobago furrendered to the French. 

G H A P. TIT OSTILITIES againft the Dutch began on the part of Great 
i^^^i^i Britain by the detention oF fuch of their veflels as were in 

1781* Britifli harbours, until it fhould be known in what manner Britifli 
veflels were treated in their ports. The rich harveft expeded from 
the capture of the Dutch merchantmen excited a frefli fpirit of en- 
terprife amongft the Britifli fliip-owners : Numerous privateers were 
fitted out ; and in a fliort time their trade was greatly annoyed. 
Meafures were alfo taken, and orders fent to the Britifli commanders 
abroad, for feizing their foreign pofleflions : And fo valuable did the 
Dutch commerce appear in every quarter, that the policy of the 
Britifli miniftry, in peremptorily requiring them to fulfil their engage- 
ments, and fliew themfelves either fincere and ufeful allies, or open 
and avowed enemies, feemed fully juftified. 
French at- The French began the year 1781, with renewing their attempt 

lfland^of"jcr- ^pon the iflaud of Jerfey, in which they had failed two years before. 
^* The command of the expedition was given to the baron de RuUi- 

court, an officer of courage ; but of a temper hot, intradable, violent, 
and ferocious. About two thoufand men were aflSgned for the fer- 
vice : And with thefe embarked intranfports he failed from the coafl; 
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of France, in dark and ftormy weather, hoping thereby more com- CHAP. 



pletely to furprife the ifland. Nearly one half of the tranfports 
were obliged to put back in diftrefs to the coaft of France ; but with January, 
the reft the baron perfifted in his delign, and having pafled the dan- 
gerous fhoals of La Roque Platte, where feveral of his veflels were 
wrecked, and a number of his troops loft, he landed unperceived in 
the night of the fixth of January, with eight hundred men, at a 
place called the Baue de Violet. From thence he marched during 
the night to St. Helier's, the capital of the ifland, and early in the 
mroming feizing the avenues, was in pofleflion of the town before 
the inhabitants were aware of his landing. Not long after the 
French reached St. Helier's, major Corbet, the lieutenant-governor, 
was made a prifoner ; but not, it feems, till he had an opportunity of 
difpatching meffengers to give the alarm at the other ftations occu- 
pied by the troops afligned for the defence of the ifland. The lieu- 
tenant-governor being a prifoner, the baron de Rullicourt required 
him to fign a capitulation for the furrender of the ifland, threaten- 
ing, if he refufed, to reduce the town of St. Helier's to aflies, and 
put the inhabitants to the fword. To avoid fuch dreadful confe- 
quences, major Corbet too eafily thought fit to comply, after having 
in vain reprefented, that no adl done by him whilft a prifoner could 
be binding, either upon the troops or inhabitants. Elizabeth Caftle 
was then fummoned to furrender under the terms of the capitulation ; 
but captain Aylward, who commanded, aflifted by captain Mulcaf- 
ter, of the engineers, peremptorily refufed : And the French, who 
had advanced to the gate, placing the lieutenant-governor in their 
front, were fired upon and compelled to retire. 

In the mean time major Pierfon, upon whom the command of the 
troops devolved, after the lieutenant-governor became a prifoner, 
having coUedled them from their diflferent ftations, and aflembled as 
many of the militia as could be got together, advanced againft the 
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town, and feized the heights adjoining to it. Whilft he lay In this 
fituation he received a fummons to furrender, agreeably to the capita- 
lation ; to which he gallantly anfwered, that unlefs the French them- 
felves laid down their arms, and furrendered within twenty minutes^ 
they might expert to be attacked. An able difpofition of his troops 
was accordingly made; and at the end of that time, the town being 
aflaulted on all fides, the French were fo fiercely charged, that they 
retreated from every quarter to the market-place. Here,, their force 
being concentered, the a£tion was renewed with frefh vigour under 
the eye of their general, who, divefling himfelf of the magnanimity 
attached to the charader of an officer, and even of the feelings be- 
longing to a man, kept by his fide the lieutenant-governor during 
the heat of the battle, expofing him, although a prifoner, to the fire 
of the Britifli troops. But at length, the baron de Rullicourt received 
a mortal wound : When the fecond in command, feeing his^ troops 
unable any longer to withftand the impetuofity of the aflailants, and 
ieftatcd. his owafituation hopelefs, requefted the lieutenant-governor to re- 
fume his authority, and accept the fubmiffion of him and his troops 
as prifoners of war. In the attack of St. Helier's, the lofs of the 
aflailants was not fo great as might have been expeded : Of the Bri- 
tifli regulars twelve only were killed, and thirty-fix wounded ; and 
• of the militia four were killed, and twenty-nine wounded. But the 
death of the brave major Pierfpn, who fell -at the end of the a^Sion 
and in the moment of complete victory, filled every one with re- 
gret. To his gallantry and good conduct, and to the brave exer- 
tions of the officers and troops under him,, his country was indebted 
on the prefent occafioB for the fafety of Jerfey. Although moft of 
the troops were new levies,^ they fought with the firmnefs of vete- 
rans : And the lofs fuilained by the militia ffiews that they were en- 
titled to a full ftiare of merit for the fuccefs of the day. Of the 
enemy not one efcaped, all who furvived the ai^Lon being made pri- 
4 £oner& 
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foners of war. In this manner ended the fecond expedition under- CHAP, 
taken by the French againft the ifland of Jerfey, under all its circum- u--% — — / 
ftances more difaftrous to them than the lirft. '"^ '' 

In the mean time they were ftrainins every nerve to place their Naval cxcr- 

r r tionsofboth 

manne upon a more refpeftable footing, and to fit out fuch a fleet as France and 
might give them a decided fuperiority in the \Veft*Indies during the 
following fummer: Whilft the Britifh miniftry on the other hand 
exerted themfelves not lefs ftrenuoufly, to equip fuch a force as 
might be adequate to the various fervices which the war in its exten- 
fion required them to provide for. That which was the moft preflt 
ing, and demanded their immediate attention, was the relief of the 
garrifon of Gibraltar, more endangered by the want of fupplies, in 
confequence of the blockade, than by the tremendous fire from the 
enemy's batteries. Gibraltar having received no fupplies fmce thofe 
conveyed by fir George Rodney in the beginning of the preceding 
year, both the garrifon and inhabitants were at this time in the ut- 
moft diftrefs for want of provifions. The allowance to the garrifon 
had been reduced to a pound and a half in the week of falted meat 
for each man, which at length became fo bad as to be fcarcely eat- 
able. Frefh provifions, when they could be procured, fold at the 
moft enormous prices : Pigs at two guineas, turkies at three, geefe 
at thirty fhillings, fowls and ducks at ten (hillings, damaged bifcuit 
at a fhilling the pound, peafe at eighteen-pence j and all other ne- 
ceflaries in proportion* Fuel was fo fcarce, that it was with diffi- 
culty enough was found for dreffing their victuals. Thefe diftreflfes 
were known in England : The neceffity of attempting to relieve the 
garrifon was of courfe urgent ; but the difliculty of accomplifhing it 
was great. The Spanifti fleet, under Don Louis de Cordova, had or- 
ders to cruifc upon the coaft of Portugal, and was reprefented to con- 
fift of thirty fhips of the line : A French fleet, not much inferior^ 
was almoft in readinefs to put to fea from Breft j and all the force, 

which 



2yS HISTORY OF THE 



CHAP, 

XXXIX. 



I78I. 



Relief of 



which the Britifh miniftry could fpare from other fervices for the re- 
lief of Gibraltar, confifted only of twenty-eight Ihips of the line. 
Thefe, however, were commanded by the admirals Darby, Digby, 
and Rofs, all of them officers of great profeffional reputation. With 
this fleet admiral Darby failed from Portfmouth on the thirteenth of 
March, taking under his convoy the trade bound to the Eaft and 
Weft Indies; and having touched at Cork to receive the tranfports 
with provifions, and afterwards conducted the outward-bound trade 
as far as was thought neceflary, he left them to purfue their voyage, 
and fleered diredly for the bay of Cadiz ; into the harbour of which 
Don Louis de Cordova, upon receiving intelligence of admiral Dar- 
by's' approach, had thought fit to retire with the Spanifli fleet, with- 
out daring to rifque an engagement. Whilft admiral Darby cruifed 
off Cadiz and the mouth of the Straits, keeping the Spanifli fleet in 
port, the tranfports with the provifions and ftores proceeded to the 
Gibraltar. place of their deftination, under the convoy of the divifion of the 
Britifli fleet commanded by admiral fir John Lockhart Rofs : And 
thus, to the utter mortification of Spain, Gibraltar was a fecond time 
relieved, and fupplied with every thing neceflary for fuftaining the 
fiege. 

Whilft the Britifti fleet was abfent on this fervice, that of France 
deftined for the Weft India ftation, and confifting of twenty-one 
fliips of the line, failed from Breft under the command of the count 
de GraflTe. The French poflTeflTions in that quarter, from the infe- 
riority of the fquadron left for their protedion by the count de Gui- 
chen when he returned to France at the end of the preceding fum- 
mer, had been expofed to the attempts of the Britifti commanders 
during the winter, and probably fome of them owed their fafety to 
the war with Holland. Sir George Rodney, after remaining at New 
York until the hurricane feafon was over, returned to the Weft In- 
dies towards the clofe of the former year, and in conjundtion with 

general 
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general Vaughan was meditating a defcent upon fome of the French CHAP. 

iflands, when he received information of the rupture with the Dutch, i— ^,>^^-/ 

1781 
and inftrudions to commence hoftilities againft their Weft India pof- 

feflions. Of thefe the little ifland of St. Euftatius claimed the firft 
attention, not from its intrinfic value, but as being a general depot 
of merchandife, from whence not only the American colonies, but 
the French iflands alfo, derived confiderable fupplies : And it was the 
more obnoxious to Britifli vengeance, that the commerce between it 
and the American colonies, connived at by the States General, was 
the original caufe of difference between the two nations, which at 
laft produced an open rupture. Of fmall extent, of barren foil, and 
without any native productions of value, the ifland of St. Euftatius 
was of no importance, except from its commerce. Being a free 
port, it was inhabited by people of all nations, who reforted thither 
for the fake of carrying on commerce with their refpedive countries; 
and during the prefent war, from the great demands for merchandife 
of all kinds in America, the trade of the ifland had increafed to an 
amazing extent. So confiderable was the importation of merchan- 
dife into St. Euftatius, that the bulkier articles, for want of room in 
the warehoufes, lay in the ftreets. The whole ifland was a kind of 
natural fortification, with only one convenient landing-place ; but 
nothing had been done towards improving thofe defenfive advan- 
tages, nor was it even provided with any thing like a fufficient gar- 
rifon. Such was the fituation of St. Euftatius, when fir George ''^^"**'7* 
Rodney and general Vaughan, on the third of February, appeared 
before it with a force of ftiips and troops more proportioned to the 
importance than to the difiiculty of the acquifition. A fummons 
was immediately fent to the governor, requiring him to furrender the 
ifland ; with which, knowing its defencelefs ftate, and his utter in- 
ability to make any effedual refiftance, he thought it prudent with- 
out delay to comply : And thus the ifland of St. Euftatius, with all 

its 
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CHAP, its {lores of merchandlfe, was furrendered at difcret'ion to the Britifh 
v--^-v — ^ navy and army. The value of the merchandife thus furrendered 
Capture of was fuppofcd to amouut to four millions ; and whatever parts of it 
iflandSt?Eu- belonged to the Dutch, the French, or the Americans, unqueftion- 
ftatius; ably became lawful prize to the captors. But feveral Britifli agents 

having fettled there for the purpofe, as they pretended, of purchafing 
American produce under the implied fan£tion of an a<S of parlia- 
ment, it became a queftion, whether the property of fuch perfons, 
confidered as inhabitants of St. Euftatius, was or was not fubjed to 
confifcation. Perhaps fome diftindlion ought to have been made be- 
tween thofe Britifh agents, who had bona fide fettled in St. Euftatius 
for the purpofe aforefaid, and thofe who were alfo concerned in car- 
rying on an illegal intcrcourfe, either with the revolted fubjefts of 
Great Britain, or her open and avowed enemies ; and poflibly it was 
not an eafy matter to make the proper difcrimination. However 
this might be, the proceedings of the Britifli commanders with re- 
fpe£l to the property of fuch perfons, became afterwards the fubje£t 
of much controverfy in the courts of law, and of great vexation to 
the captors themfelves, in confequence of the oppofite decifions given 
by fome of the tribunals before whom the St. Euftatius prize caufes 
were fucceflively carried. 

A Dutch frigate of thirty-fix guns, five fliips of war of inferior 
force, and more than one hundred and fifty fail of merchantmen, 
were taken in the bay; and a fleet of thirty fliips richly laden, 
which had fAiled from St. Euftatius for Holland two days before its 
capture, were purfued, overtaken, and brought back, together with 
their convoy, a fliip of fixty guns, commanded .by an admiral. 
The furrender of St. Euftatius was followed by that of the iflands of 
St. Martin and Saba in its vicinity ; and the Dutch colours having 
been kept flying upon the forts of the captured iflands for fome 
time after the furrender, a number of French, American, and Dutch 

veflfelji 
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veflels were decoyed by the fnare, and became an eafy prey to the ^vxxrx^* 
new pofleflbrs. v.- — w — ^ 

- — O J. 

After the capture of St. Euftatius, general Cunningham, gover- 
nor of Barbadoes, Tent a fummons, by captain Pender, of his ma- 
jefty's floop Barbuda, to the inhabitants of the Dutch fettlements 
upon the Spanifti main bordering on the river Demarary and Ifle- and of De- 
quibo, informing them of that event, and requiring them to fur- ifTequfbo, 
render to his majefty's arms. Thefe were new fettlements, but from ment«^onthc' 
the richnefs of their foil of great future expedtation. Being totally Spani(hmam. 
unprovided for defence, the inhabitants, in anfwer to the fummons, 
fent a deputation to governor Cunningham, with an offer to fur- 
render upon the fuppofed terms granted to St. Euftatius^ In the 
mean time a fquadron of Britifti privateers, chiefly belonging to the 
port of Briftol, upon hearing of the Dutch war, united their force, 
and boldly entering the rivers Demarary and Ifliequibo, cut out even 
from under the Dutch forts and batteries, and brought off, almoft all 
the Dutch fhips of value in either river. The deputies fent from thefe 
fettlements to governor Cunningham, of Barbadoes, were by hinci 
referred to fir George Rodney and general Vaughan at St. Euftatius^ 
who difdaining to take any advantage of the improvident offer of the 
inhabitants to fliare the fame fate as the people of St. Euftatius, 
and thinking that a line of diftind:ion ought to be drawn betweea 
the inhabitants of thofe Dutch colonies, who, previoufly to the com- 
mencement of hoftilities againft Holland, had openly aflifted the ene« 
mies of Great Britain, in violation of the treaties fubfifting betweea 
the two nations, and fuch as, occupied in their own domeftic affairs^ 
had given no fuch provocation, granted to the deputies^ terms of 
capitulation fufiiciently liberal, by which the inhabitants of thofe 
fettlements were fecured in the full poffeffion of their civil govern- 
ment and private property .^ 
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CHAP. Whilft fir George Rodney remained at St. Euftatius, and before 
u ■^— f he had finifhed the variety of bufinefs in which he was involved, by 
the capture of that ifland, the difpofal of the merchandife found in it, 
and the claims of the Britifli merchants, advice was brought to him of 
the failing of count deGrafle from Breft, with the French fleet deftined 
for the Weft Indies. Upon receiving this intelligence, fir Samuel 
Hood and rear-admiral Drake were immediately difpatched to wind- 
ward with eighteen fhips of the line, to endeavour to intercept and 
bring the count de GrafTe to adtion, before his force was increafed 
by the jundion of the French fquadron already at Martinique. 
April. Thefe admirals accordingly proceeded to Fort Royal Bay, off which 

they cruized until the twenty-eighth of April, when the advanced 
fliips announced by figaal the approach of the French fleet. A ge- 
uerai chafe to windward was immediately ordered, and the line of 
battle a-head formed, which was continued during the whole night, 
in order more effedually to cut oflF the French fleet from the harbour 
of Fort Royal. In the morning the French fleet was ftill to wind* 
ward, and the convoy clofe in with the land : It was of courfe in the 
power of the count de GraflTe, by bearing down, to engage when he 
pleafed; but he kept at a diftance, and avoided an engagement. 
Every exertion was made by the Britifli commanders to bring him 
to adion, and in the courfe of the various evolutions pradifed by 
them with this intention, the French fquadron in Fort Royal Bay un- 
fortunately found an opportunity of coming out and joining their 
admiral. By the jundioo, he acquired a fuperiority of force over 
the Britiflii fleet, in the proportion of twenty-four to eighteen, but 
ftill avoided a clofe engagement. The endeavours of the^Britifh 
commanders to come up with him were neverthelefs unremittingly 
continued ; and they fo far fucceeded, as to bring on a partial ac« 
tion. Only the van and fome fhips of the centre of the Britifh fleet 

could 
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with the enemy, they were for a confiderable time expofed to a 
great fuperiority of fire, and fuftained much damage. The lofs of 
men was not great ; but at the end of the engagement, which lafted 
about three hours, the Ruflel was found to have received fo many 
fliots between wind and water, that (he was obliged to bear away for 
the ifland of St. Euftatius to refit : Four other {hips were alfo much 
difabled. The enemy did not efcape without damage; but their 
luperiority of force ftill remained. The next morning fir Samuel 
Hood endeavoured to gain the wind of the enemy, that he might 
engage with lefs difadvantage ; but it was to no purpofe. At laft, 
finding all his efforts inefFe<ftual, and feveral of his (hips fo crippled 
as to be unfit for immediate a^Sion, he bore away for Antigua to get 
them refitted, and was followed by the count de Graflie, with the 
whole French fleet. The next day fome fhips in the rear of the 
Britifh fleet being in danger of being cut oflT, fir Samuel Hood bore 
down with the van and centre for their protedlion, and made fo re- 
folute a ftand, that the count de GraflTe, notwithftanding his great 
fuperiority, did not dare to perfift in the attempt ; but foon after-^ 
wards gave over the purfuit, and returned to Martinique. 

Whilft the Britifh fleet proceeded to Antigua to refit, an attempt was 
made. by the French to regain poHefTion of the ifland of St. Lucie. In W&r- 
the night between the tenth and eleventh of May, a force from Mar- 
tinique, commanded by the vifcount Damas, ading under the orders 
of the marquis de Bouille, who accompanied him, landed upon the 
ifland in three different places, and early the next morning fiirprifed 
the town of Gros Iflet, and made prifoners fome fick of the forty- 
fixth regiment that were in the hofpital. Pigeon Ifland, which 
commanded the anchorage-ground in Gros Iflet Bay, and was garri- 
foned by a company of the eighty-feventh regiment, under the com- 
mand of captain Campbell, and fome feamen under the diredion of 
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lieutenant Miller, of the navy, was immediately fummoned to fur- 
render, with a threat, that the garrilbn, in cafe of refufal, might ex- 
pert to fuffer all the fcveritics authorifed by the laws of war : But 
captain Campbell, the commanding officer, bravely bid defiance to 
the enemy, and refolved to defend his poft to the laft extremity. 
On the day after the landing of the troops, the count de Grafle ap- 
peared with twenty-five fhips of the line, and flood in for Gros 
Iflet Bay, as if with intention to anchor ; but was foon obliged to 
alter his defign, and fall to leeward, in confequence of a well-di- 
redted fire from the batteries on Pigeon Ifland. In the mean time 
general St. Leger, who commanded at St. Lucie, had made a moft 
judicious difpofition of his little force for the defence of the ifland : 
And the fortunate arrival of a frigate and two floops of war, fup- 
plied him with a reinforcement of feamen to affift in manning the 
Fruitlcfs at- . batteries. So determined an appearance of refiftance entirely difcon- 

tcmpt of the . r 

French on certcd the views of the French commanders, who had expedled an 
e^y conqueft. The enterprife was in confequence abandoned; 
Their troops were re-embarked in the night : And the next morning 
their whole fleet returned to Martinique. 

This fruitlefs attempt upon St. Lucie was followed by another 
againft the illand of Tobago, which proved more fuccefsful. A fmall 
fquadron of fliips from Martinique appeared before it on the 
twenty-third of May, having on board twelve hundred troops,^ 
under the command of the fieur Blanchelande, governor of St. Vin- 
cent's, who efi'ccled a landing the next day. The whole force that 
could be collected for the defence of the ifland, did not exceed five 
hundred men of all denominations, including regulars, militia, and 
fome armed negroes. With thele governor fergufon took a fl:rong 
pofition on Mount Concordia, having firfl difpatchedan advice-boat, 
to Barbadoes, with intelligence of the attack. Mount Concordia 
was an eligible utuation, ()$cauf(& from thence both fides of the ifland 

might 




AMERICAN WAR. 285 

might be diftinftly feen ; and ia this pofition the governor, and ^xxxnc^* 
major Stanhope, who commanded the regular troops, defended 
themfelves until the firft of June. Immediately after the landing of ju 
the French troops, a fummons was fent to the governor to furrender 
the ifland, and an offer was made to grant the mod favourable terms ; 
but both were inftantly rejedted. Threats were then made, that 
unlefs the militia returned to their homes, their plantations would 
be burnt : But thefe alfo were difregarded. The fieur Blanchelande, 
feeing fuch a (hew of redftance, difpatched a veflel to Martinique, 
requefting a reinforcement. His requeft was inftantly complied 
with : And a powerful reinforcement, commanded by the marquis de» 
Bouille in perfon, and accompanied by the count de Graffe, with the 
whole French fleet of twenty-five fliips of the line, ari'ived at To- 
bago on the thirty-firft of May. Upon the arrival of the French 
fleet with this reinforcement, a council of war was held between the^ 
governor and his garrifon : And the engineers being of opinion that 
Mount Concordia was no longer tenable againft fo fuperior force, a 
refolution was unanimoufly taken to retreat to a ft ill ftronger pofi- 
tion upon the main ridge, the approach to which was by a road of 
fome miles in length, fo narrow that two men could not walk 
abreaft, and inacceflSble' on each fide by imgenetrable forefts. In 
purfuance of this refolution the garrifon left Mount Concordia at 
one in the morning of the firft of June, unperceived by the enemy, 
and without moleftation reached the defile leading to the main ridge 
before eight. 

No movement perhaps was ever more critically executed, prepa- 
tions having been made by the enemy for ftorming the Britifti lines 
at Mount Concordia on the fame morning on which the garrifon had 
evacuated them. And as the marquis de Bouille, in confequence of 
the great fuperiority of his force, entertained no doubt of the fuo. 
cefs of the attack; fo his difappointment was e:sLtreme, upon finding 

^that 
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^XXXCC^* that the garrifon had efcaped to an inacceflible part of the ifland, 
where his own numbers could not avail, and where they might de- 
fend themfelves with eafe againft any force, fo long as their provifions 
lafted. His chagrin on this occafion feems to have betrayed him into 
unufual ads of feverity, inconfiftent with his former charader for 
lenity and moderation. Fearful left the garrifon fhould hold out 
until the arrival of the Britifli fleet, which might fruftrate the whole 
expedition, he began to execute the threats made by the licur 
Blanchelande. Two of the neareft plantations were immediately fet 
on fire : An order was iflfued to burn four more within the fpace of 
four hours ; and a flag of truce was fent to acquaint the governor 
and inhabitants, that the like execution would be repeated every four 
hours, until the ifland fhould be furrendered. 

Thefe ruinous devaftations overcame the firmnefs of the militia. 
To fave their property, they determined to capitulate ; and in this 
determination they were joined by the commanding oflScer of the 
troops. It was in vain that the governor reprefcnted the natural 
ftrength of the poft which they now occupied, and urged them to 
perfift in the defence of the ifland until the Britifh fleet fhould come 
to their relief. They had already held out for more than a week 
againft a very fuperior force, in daily expedlation of relief: They had 
alfo by this time received information that a reinforcement coming 
to their afTiftance had been obliged to put back on account of the ar- 
rival of the French fleet. They defpaired of further relief; and 
they faw their habitations in flames. Under fuch circumftances no 
remonftrances of the governor could prevail ; and in ordef to obtain 
better terms for the inhabitants, he was at laft obliged to yield, and 
join in a meafure which he could no longer prevent. A treaty for a 
capitulation was entered upon, and terms were obtained for the inha<^ 
bitants, not lefs beneficial than thofe granted to the inhabitants of 
Domimca^ The diflference of opinion, that had taken place between* 

thfi: 
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the governor and the commandhig officer of the troops, was the ^xxxix^ 
caufe of their adting feparately in the treaty opened with the marquis v^ " v -^ 
de Bouille ; the terms which refpedted the inhabitants being fettled by The iiland of 
the governor with their concurrence, and thofe regarding the regular ^n^^f^ju!^' 
troops by major Stanhope, without the participation of the go- ^h« French, 
vernor. 

In the mean time the (hips of the Britifli fleet, that had been dif- 
abled in the late adlions between vice-admiral fir Samuel Hood and 
the count de Graflfe, having been repaired, and fir George Rodney 
having as expeditioufly as poffible joined the vice-admiral with 
fuch fhips as had remained with him at St Euftatius, the whole fleet, 
then amounting to twenty fhips of the line, proceeded under his 
command to Barbadoes, where it arrived on the twenty-third of May, 
the fame day on which the French armament had firft appeared off 
Tobago. Governor Fergufon's difpatch-boat with advice of that ar- 
mament, and the attack on Tobago, reached Barbadoes early in the 
morning of the twenty-feventh ; and on the following day, admiral 
Drake was difpatched to its relief, with fix fliips of the line, three 
frigates, and fome tranfports, having on board the fixty-ninth regi- 
ment, and two companies of other regiments, under the command 
of brigadier-general Skeene. This was the reinforcement of which 
the governor and inhabitants of Tobago had received intelligence : 
But the previous arrival of the whole French fleet prevented it from 
landing. As foon as admiral Drake difcovered the enemy's fleet 
lying between him and the ifland, he returned to Barbadoes, in pur- 
fuance of his orders, not to rifque his fquadron againft a fuperior ^ 

force. Sir George Rodney now put to fea with the whole fleet • 
but before he reached Tobago, the ifland had furrendered. 

A train of unfortunate circumfl;ances feems to have led to this 
event. The ifland might probably have been faved, had fir George 
Rodney failed with his whole fleet to its relief as foon as he was ap- 

2 prized 
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^^ \.^' prized of its danger, inftead of fending only a fquadron of fhips 
U-— \ — ^ with a reinforcement. The previous intelligence conveyed to the 
^\^' inhabitants, that admiral Drake was on his paflage with this reinforce- 
ment, rendered the difappointment greater, when they found that 
he was obliged to put back, and, added to the burning of their plant- 
ations, threw them into a ftate of defpair. But even after all thofe 
unlucky circumftances, had there been a more cordial co-operation 
between the governor and the commander of the troops, it is poflible 
that the militia, after the exertions already made by them, might 
have been prevailed upon to hold out longer: Or even if the militia 
were deteriDincd in all events to furrender, fuch was the nature of 
the defile, according to governor Fergufon's defcription, that the re- 
gulars themfelves might have defended it againft any force, until the 
arrival of fir George Rodney. On the fecond of June, the capitu- 
lation for Tobago was figned ; and on the fourth fir George Rod- 
ney with the Britifh fleet appeared in fight of it. 

The Britifh admiral, after receiving intelligence of the furrender. 
Hood to the northward, and on the fifth of June came in fight of 
the French fleet lying to leeward between him and the Grenadilles. 
Towards the evening the two fleets, fl:eering both the fame courfe, ap- 
proached each other. Sir George Rodney, however, although to 
windward, did not think fit to bear down upon the enemy, left: he 
fhould have got entangled amongfl: the iflands of the Grenadilles, 
and by the currents been driven to leeward into the channel between 
Grenada and the Spanifh main; whilft: the French fleet could fhelter 
itfelf in the harbours and under the batteries of that ifland, and thus 
gaining a windward fituation, endanger the fafety of Barbadoes be- 
fore the Britifh fleet could beat up to its aflfiftance. But, as he 
trufted that the French, from their fuperiority, might be induced to 
follow him, and thus be led into a track where there would be more 
fea-room and lefs danger of being driven to leeward, he kept on his 
3 courfe 
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courfe to ^vindward of St. "Vlncent*8, and gave orders for all the ^ Ji^v'^* 

lights of his fleet to be made as confpicuous as poflible during the \^ ■^w— *^ 

1*781 
night, thact the enemy, if they were difpofed to engage, might know 

that their wifhes in the morning would not be difappointed: In the 

morning, however, the enemy's fleet was nbt to be feen. In the 

night it had tacked and fleered for Courland Bay, in Tobago ; and 

during the remainder of the fummer, the count de Graffe, notwith- 

ftanding his fuperiority of five {hips of the linei cautioufly avoided 

to rifque a general engagement. 
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Rcduaion of Penfacola by the Spaniards — The combined Fleets of 
France and Spain^ to the Amount of feventy Sail^ threaten Defruc^ 
tion to the marine Force of England — The Britijh Admiral^ "with 
twenty-one Ships of the Line^ prudently retires into Torbay — where 
the Enemy do not think it advifable to attack him — Caufes why 
the Combined Fleets enjoyed a temporary Superiority over that of 
Great Britain — A&ion between a Britijh and a Dutch Fleet y near 
the Dogger Bank — Britijh Armament fent againjl the Dutch Settle-- 
merit at the Cape of Good Hope — attacked by the French Admiral 
Suffrein — The Dutch Garrifon at the Cape reinforced by the French 
— Commodore Johnjione makes Prices of four Dutch Eajl Indian- 
men — The Britijh Armament under General Meadows fails for the 
Eajl Indies — Invafton of the Carnatic by Hyder Ally — Defeat and 
Difajler of a Britijh Detachment under Colonel Baillie — Ravages 
committed in the Carnatic by Hyder Ally — The Command of the 
Britijh Army in the Prefidency of Madras committed to Sir Eyre 
Coote — Operations of the Britijh Fleet in hidia. 

CHAP. TT7HILST the French were thus availing themfelves of the em- 
\_ ^ - « barrafled ftate of Great Britain, to wreft from her her Weft- 

'^ India iflands, the Spaniards were employed upon the conunent of 

America, in recovering the pofleffions which had been taken from 
them in the former war. In each of the two preceding years, as 
we have already feen, they had conquered a part of Weft Florida; 
and in the prefent year the conqueft of the whole province was at- 

chieved 
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chievedby'tlieredu£lionof Penfacola. Don Bernardo deGalvez,intent CHAP. 

on making this conqueft, went from New Orleans to the Havannah, in v , / 

the fall of the preceding year, to folicit a force that might be adequate to Redu>lion of 
the purpofe. In confequence of his reprefentations the expedition was ^^J^g'^'^^?,'^^ 
imdertaken, but the firft fleet that failed was difperfed by a ftorm, fome ^^^ 
of the fhips loft, and the reft obliged to return in diftrefs. The 
perfeverance of Don Bernardo de Galvez was however not to be 
conquered. Another armament was got ready with all expedition. 
A land-force, amounting to five or fix thoufand men, with a large 
train of artillery, was embarked on board tranfports ; and the whole^ 
under the convoy of fome fhips of war, having failed from the 
Havannah in the month of February, arrived in fafety off the bar of 
Penfacola on the ninth of March. 

General Campbell ftill commanded the Britifli troops in Weft Flo* 
rjda : But, reduced as they had been by the capture of lieutenant- 
colonel Dickfon's detachment on the Mifl[ifl[ippi, and the garrifon 
under captain Durnford at Mobille, they did not at this time exceed' 
nine hundred and fifty men, confifting of Britifh regulars, German, 
auxiliaries, part of two provincial regiments, and fome militia. 

Notwithftanding the great difparity of force between the befiegers 
and the garrifon, the Spanifli general thought fit to fend for a rein- 
forcement. In the mean time the troops that he had with him were 
landed, and the Britifli works at Penfacola regularly invefted. After 
fome time the expelled fuccours arrived, part of the Spanifli gar- 
rifon of Mobille having marched acrofs the country to join in the 
fiege, and a fleet of fifteen fliips of the line, under the command, 
of Don Solano, having arrived from the Havannah, with an addi- 
tional land force of three thoufand men. Although the defence 
made by the garrifon was brave and fpirited, and the progrefs of 
the befiegers hitherto proportionably flow ; it was apparent, from the 
force with which it was invefted, that the place muft ultimiately fall: 

P p 3 But 
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^ vt'^ ^' But Its fate was unexpeftedly precipitated by the bafenefs and perfidr 
i- -"v- -^ of a traitor. A man of the name of Cannon, formerly an oflScer in 
one of the provincial regiments in garrifon at Penfacola,had been broke 
the year before by a court-martial for ungentlemanlike behaviour, 
and retired to the Creek country among the Indians, whence he 
returned as focn as he heard of the landing of the Spaniards, and 
joined them on the fifth of April. By him they were made minute- 
ly acquainted with the ftate and fituation of all the Britifh works, 
and were thus enabled to direfl: their fire towards thofe quarters 
where it was likely to produce the greateft effeft. Indefatigable in 
his traiterous purpofe, he ufed to climb to the top of a tall pine- 
tree, commanding a view of the Britifh works, from whence he 
was enabled to inform the Spanifh bombardiers where the fhells dif- 
charged from their mortars took effedl, and whether near or at a 
diflance from the Britifh magazines. Thus infbruded, and improved 
byrepeated trials, they acquired fuch a knowledge as at length enabled 
them to do fatal execution. On the morning of the eighth of May, 
a fhell burfling at the door of a magazine in one of the advanced 
works, fet fire to the powder within, which in an inflant reduced 
the whole redoubt to a heap of rubbifh. By the explofion feventy- 
fix of the garrifon lofl their lives, and twenty-four were badly 
wounded. The enemy immediately advanced to take advantage of 
the confufion ; but were repulfed in their firflattempt by the fire from 
two flank works, which had been added to the redoubt after the 
commencement of the fiege, and which fortunately were not in- 
jured by the blowing-up of the magazine. This repulfe procured 
a fhort refpite to the garrifon, during which thofe who had been 
wounded by the explofion were carried off, fome of the cannon re- 
moved from the flank works, which it was now judged neceflary tQ 
evacuate, and the refl fpiked up. The enemy, however, again ad- 
ranced in greater force, and under cover of the flank works, which 
2 had 
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had been abandoned, kept up fo hot a fire of mufquetry upon ano- ^ HA P. 

ther redoubt, that the men could no longer (land to their guns. 

There was alfo, it feems, a fcarcity of ordnance (hot in the garri- 

fon, from the great number that had been already expended. Under 

thefe circuraftances general Campbell thought fit to capitulate ; 

and thus the province of Weft Florida was once more re-annexed 

to the Spanifh dominions* 

In thefe military operations abroad the French and Spaniards adled 
feparately, but in Europe they undertook a joint expedition againft 
the ifland of Minorca. The plan of the expedition had been laid 
in the beginning of the year ; but the neceffary preparations delayed 
the execution of it until the middle of fummer. After the return 
of the Britifh fleet from conveying fupplies to Gibraltar, and whilft 
it cruized near our own coafts, for the proteftion or the homeward- 
bound trade, a French fleet of eighteen fhips of the line failed from 
Breft towards the end of June, and in the following month joined 
the Spanifh fleet at Cadiz, At Cadiz was prepared the principal ar- 
mament deflined againft Minorca: It confifted of ten thoufand men, 
with a fuitable train of artillery, and was commanded by the duke 
de Crillon, a French general of great reputation. When every thing 
was in readinefs, the armament failed about the end of July, under 
the convoy of the combined fleets^ and being accompanied by them 
as far as any danger was to be apprehended, arrived in fafety at 
Minorca. On the twentieth of Auguft the Spanifh troops were 
landed, and being foon afterwards joined by fix thoufand French 
from Toulon, St. Philip's Caftle, the principal fortrefs of the ifland, 
was regularly invefted : But, as the duration of the fiege was pro- 
traded, in confequence of the brave defence made by the garrifon, 
until the month of February 1782, the account of its prbgrefs an^J 
termination will more properly belong to the traufa^ons of that 
yean 
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P* The combined fleets having convoyed the armament againft Mi- 
norca as far as the ftraits of Gibraltar, and feen it fafely into the 

I •" S r 

The com- Mediterranean, altered their courfe, and failed for the coaft of Eng- 

Sinceand ^^^^> ^^^^ Orders to fight the Britifh fleet- Arriving off the mouth 

Spam, to the ^f ^|^g channel, they extended themfelves in a line acrofs it from the 

amount or le- '' 

verity fail, iflands of Scilly to Ufhant, amounting in all to feventy fail, fifty of 

flruaion to them being of the line, and fome of' thefe of the largeft rate. The 

the "^a;»^e^ attention of all Europe was again direded to the operations of fo 
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laVd. powerful a fleet, and the deftnidion of the marine force of England 

The Britifh was confidently expected : But the race is not always to the fwift^ 
twenty-one nor the battk to the flrong. Admiral Darby, who was then cruizing 
line,*pnident- ^^ ^^^ channel. With Only tvventy-one Ihips of the line, having for- 
Jy retires into tunately met with a neutral veflTel that had paflTed through the com- 
bined fleets a few days before^ recfeived from her information of their 
approach, as well as of their great ftrength, and prudently with- 
drew into Torbay, to wait for a reinforcement. In this fituatioa 
the enemy, vaft as their fuperiority was, and although their orders 
were to fight, did not dare to attack him. The count de Guichen^ 
who commapded the French fleet, and Don Vincent de Dos, the 
fecond in command of the Spanifh fleet, were eager to make the 
attempt, but in a council of war, held for deliberating on the fub- 
whcrc the jg^^ ([^^[^ opirtixins Were over-ruled by a great majority. The de- 
think 18 ad- fign of attacfciilg admiral Darby in Totftay being given up, the com- 
attack him. DCTih^ersof the combined fleets next turned their whole attention to in- 
tercepting the homewardr-bound Britifh trade, but met with no fuccefs. 
The crews of their fhips being fickly, and their (hips themfelves in 
badxonditron, the ftormy inonth of September quickly obliged them 
to^ pTfit' an end to their cruise. ^ Early m that montir ^they feparated^ 
thre fleet of France fleering for Brett, and that ofSpaih'for Cadiz, 
where they fever^Hy arrived much fhattered and difsfbled. In 'the 
mean time great apprehenfions were entertained in England for the 
•— fafety 
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(afety of the homeward-bound convoys, more efpecially as admiral ^ ^ ^ ^* 
parby was prevented from failing by contrary winds, for fome time ^ ^ "^- -^ 
after he received his reinforcements : But fortunately none of the 
merchant fleets that were expefted, arrived upon the coaft until after 
the combined fleets had feparated and returned to port ; and by the 
time of their arrival, admiral Darby, with thirty fhips of the line, 
was at fea for their protedion. 

. By the various fervices, upon which, in confequence of the ex- Caufcs why.^ 
tenfion of the war, it became neceflTary to employ feparate fquadrons, flceu^^joycd 
the grand channel fleet was unavoidably weakened j and the com- f\,pcriorky^ * 
bined fleets thereby obtained a more confiderable temporary fuperi- ^^^ **^®*^ [ 
prity. The war with Holland required that a fquadron (hould be tain. 
fent into the north fea, as well for the fafety of the Britifh trade to 
the Baltic, as for the obfl;ruftion of that of the Dutch, This fqua- 
dron confifl:ed of an old eighty-gun fhip, that carried no heavier 
metdl than a fifty, an old fixty-gun fliip that had been difcharged, 
but was lately refitted for fervice* two feventy-fours, a fixty-four, a 
fifty, a forty-four, and four frigates ; atfcd the command of it was 
given to admiral Hyde Parker, a veteran oflBcer of diftinguifhed 
bravery* Their Baltic trade being of the utmoft importance to the 
Dutch^' they fl:rained every nerve to fit out a fl:rong fquadron for its 
pjjptgC^ion, which, when it went to fea, confifted of eight ihips of 
^be""line, and ten large frigates, under the command of admiral 
Zouttman. It fo happened, that whUfl: admiral Parker was on his 
return to England, with a large fleet under his convoy, admiral 
Zouttman failed from Holland, having under his convoy a Dutch 
fleet bound to the Baltic. The two fquadrons failing nearly in the 
fame track, and in oppofite directions, met upon the Dogger Bank 
on the fifth of Auguft ; and both without delay prepared for adtion, 
aftier taking fuch previous meafures as were neceflary for the fafety 
of their refpedive convoys. One of the Dutch linc-of-battle fhips 
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had, from fome caufe or other, returned into port, but a forty-four 
gun fhip, carrying heavy metal, being fubftituted in her room, ad- 
miral Zouttman's line ftill confided of eight fhips of two decks : 
That of admiral Parker confifted only of feven, and of thefe one 
mounted only fifty, and another forty-four, guns. His two fmalleft 
frigates were fent off with the convoy, and the two largeft ftationed 
fo as to be in readinefs to tow off any of the (hips of the line that 
might be difabled in the adtion. The Britifh fleet being to wind- 
ward, of courfe bore down upon that of admiral Zouttman, who, 
unlike fome modern naval commanders, pradlifed no manoeuvres to 
avoid a decifive engagement ; but rather feemed to court it, and pre- 
pared to difpute the day with his opponent by dint of hard fighting. 
No gun was fired on either fide, until the two fquadrons came fo near 
as to be within half mufquet-fhot, when admiral Parker, ran^ng 
alongfide the Dutch admiral, and the other fhips of his fquadron 
bearing down in like manner upon thofe of the enemy that were 
oppofed to them, the action began and continued with unremitting 
fury for three hours and a half; at the end of which both fleets 
were fo difabled, that neither of them could form the line and renew 
the adion. They lay-to for fome time, at a fmall diftance from 
each other, repairing their damages, when the Dutch admiral, with 
fais convoy, bore away for the Texel ; and the Britifh fleet was dfo 
difabled as not to be in a condition to purfue. Although no fhip 
was taken on either fide, this was by far the hardefl-fought battle of 
any that had yet happened by fea during the war. The obftinate 
refiflance made by the Dutch inconteflably proved that however 
much their navy, in a long courfe of peace, had been fufiered to de- 
cline, their officers and feamen poflfeflfed the fame intrepidity and 
defperate valour as in the days of Van Tromp and De Ruyter : 
And although admiral Parker obtained no trophy of vidlory, the 
gaining an advantage, with an inferior force, over fuch an enemy, 

waf 
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was a fufficient proof that Bfitiih fallors, when boldly led to adion, 
without wafting their time in nautical manosuvres, flill fupported 
. their claim to that pre-eminence by fea, which has been fo long the 
pride and boaft of the nation. That an advantage was gained by 
admiral Parker was very apparent, from the Dutch admiral being 
the firft that bore away: The object of his failing was alfo completely 
defeated, as the convoy which he had under his charge, was obliged 
to put back, and could not, after the adlion, proceed with fafety on 
tneir voyage. The Britifh fleet alfo fuffered much ; and the lofs of 
men was great. It amounted to one hundred and four killed, and 
three hundred and thirty-nine wounded, amongft whom were a 
number of valuable officers. But the Dutch ihips were fo mifera* 
bly torn and £hattered, that it was with difficulty mod of th^n were 
kept above water until they r*eaehed a port ; and the Hollandia, one 
of them, adhially funk the night after the engagement, with all her 
wounded people on board. The lofs of men fullained by the Dutch 
bas never been publifhed by authority : It was, however, faiown to 
be gneat, and, according to private accounts from Holland, amounted 
to near twelve hundred men. 

Befides the lofs of one of their caplt^ (hips, iuid the ujifervice- 
afalecottdtttion of fo me of the reft, in coniequence of the damage 
fttftainod in the ii^jfUom, it W49 a grievous .mortification rto the Dutc4i 
to fee their Baltic convoy obHg^ ^ return, and one of the moft be- 
Re&csal branpkes of their cjoxnmercc;, for this year at lead, entirely . 
mterrupted. Brut. this wm AQt (life only jremainiAg mortification 
wHich.tikefortUine:ef war in this evewtfyl year fubjefitpd them to' 
bear. For not long after the adion with admiral Parker, intelli- 
gerrce arrived in Europe of the capture of five X)f their Eaft India 
fliips in Saldanha Bay, on the coaft of Africa, by a Britiih fquadroa 
under the command of" commodore Johnftone. 
iNiOL. II. Q^q PrevioiuB 




t9i HISTORY OF THE 



CHAP. 
- XL. 



1781. 



Previous to the commencement of the Dutch war, this fquadron 
was in fome ftate of preparation, and is faid to have been defigned 
to favour an infurreftibn in the Spanifli colonies of South America. 
And as in another part of this work the interference of foreign 
powers in difputes between a fovereign and his fubjeflfs has been ge- 
nerally condemned, and pronounced to be illegal and unwarrantable, 
it will be proper in this place to obferve, that however true fuch an 
aflertion, generally taken, muft be admitted to be, yet the condudt of 
the Britifli miniftry, had they executed the defign here afcribed to 
them, would have been fairly juftifiable upon the ground of retali- 
ation, after the Spaniards had taken a part in the war between Great 
Britain and her colonies, and adually affifted the latter in their oppo- 
fition. But this plan, which appears to have been well laid, was never 
carried into execution *: The rupture with Holland appears to have 
produced a change of the plan ; and the armament was now prima** 
rily deftined to aft againft the Dutch poffeflions at the Cape of Good 
m«!t*ent"*' Hopc, The fquadron confifted of one fhip of feventy-four guns, 
T?**"w^V ^^^^^^^ ^^ fixty-four, three fifty-gun fhips, three frigates of thirty- 
mcnt at the two guns, two floops of War, two cuttcrs, a bomb-ketch and fire- 
Good Hope, fliipf two ordnance ftore-fliips, eleven tranfports, five vidiiallers 
and thirteen Indiamen. On board the tranfports and Indiamen was 
diftributed a land force confifting of the fecond battalion of the 
forty-fecond regiment, with FuUarton's and Humberftone's regi- 
ments, of one thoufand men each, but all newly raifed, four com« 
panies from other regiments, and a detachment of the royal artil* 
lery. The land force was commanded by general Meadowd, who 

• Two new regiments, of one thoufand men each, viz. the 98th and the lootb, were com* 
fJeted in January 178x1 by William FuUarton, £fq. the author of the plan, the reprefentative 
of an ancient family of that name in Airfhire ; and Mr. Maken^ie Humberftonej a jofxog 
gentleman of great hopes, of the family of Scafortk 

had 
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had gallandy diftinguiflied himfelf, as may be feen in a former part 
of this work, in the fuccefsful defence of the poft of the Virgie 
againft the furious attack of the count d'Ellaing in the year 1778. 

With this fquadron, commodore Johnftone failed from St. Helen's 
on the thirteenth of March, in company with the grand fleet vinder 
admiral Darby, when it went to the relief of Gibraltar, and pro- 
ceeding on his deftination, without any material occurrence, until 
he arrived at St. Jago, one of the Cape de Verd Iflands, there, on 
the tenth of April, anchored his fquadron in Port Praya Bay, for the 
purpofe of procuring fupplies of frefh water and provifions. As the 
ifland of St. Jago belonged to the Portuguefe, a neutral nation, 
Praya Bay^was of courfe a neutral port : And by the law of nations 
the (hips and veflTels of either of the powers at war, when lying in a 
neutral port, are exempted from infult or moleftation by the others. 
In fuch a fituation no danger was apprehended, .more efpecially as an 
enemy's fquadron was neither known nor fufpefied to be in thofe 
feas; from whence it happened that commodore Johnftone's fhips 
were fuflfered to fpread themfelves about in the bay, without much 
order, and rather with a view to their own convenience in readily 
fupplying their wants, whereby much time wotild be faved, thaa 
for the purpofe of defence. In this ftate of fecurity they were fud- 
denly attacked on the fixteenth of April, by a fuperior French fqua- 
dron under monfieur de Suffrein. Although commodore Johnftone'a 
expedition was to be a fecret one, it fufEciently appears from what hap- 
pened, that both the Dutch and the French had either by their faea- 
city penetrated into the intention of the Britifli miniftry, or by their 
emiflaries and fpies difcovered the real objeft of the expedition. The 
former, confcious as they were of the weaknefs of the garrifon at 
the Cape^ and feeing in all their extent the ruinous confequences 
that would follow its capture, were neverthelefs unable to equip a 
fleet in time for its prote^on, and in their diflrefs applied to the 
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French for affiftance : And the latter, in order to give ati eameft of 
good faith to their ne\v aflbciates in the war, readily complied vfith 
the requifition. A fquadron, fuperior in force to commodore John- 
ftone's, was with all difpatch fitted out at Breft, and failed from 
thence only nine days after the commodore left St. Helen's* The 
fquadron confifted of five (hips of the line, and feveral frigates, with 
a number of Eaft India fliips and tranfports, having on board a con- 
fiderablc land force, and a train of artillery. Monfieur de Sufirein, 
who commanded it, received orders to counteraft the operations of 
commodore Johnftone wherever he might happen to meet with him, 
but in an efpecial manner to provide for the fecurity of the C^^ of 
Good Hope. With fuch orders he proceeded on his expedition, and 
having difcovcred the Britilh fquadron at anchor in Port Praya Bay, 
took the fudden refolution of attacking it, although in a neutral port, 
cxpeding probably, in that (Ituation, to find it unprepared for aftion, 
th *F^^^ h^ ^^^ *^ obtain an eafy conqueft. In the former of thefe expeda- 
^miralSuf. tions he appears not to havc been miftaken, but in the latter was 
grievoufly difappointcd. When the alarm was firft given, at leaft 
fifteen hundred perfons are faid to have been abfcnt from the fhips 
of the Britifli fquadron, employed in the ncceflary fervices of wa- 
tering, fifhing, and embarking live-ftock, and other freih provifions. 
The commodore's firft fignal was for all perfons to return from the 
fhore, which he enforced by the firing of a gun ; another was foon 
afterwards made to unmoor, and a third to prepare for action* But 
the French commodore gave them li^jjc time for preparation. The 
appearance of his fquadron was firft communicated by fignal fr6m 
the Ifis, lying near the mouth of the bay, between nine and ten in 
the morning; and before eleven monfieur de Sufirein, having fepa- 
rated from his convoy, entered the bay with five fhips of the line. 
In the Heros, of feventy-four guns, he led the way, and, firing at 
the Ifis as he pafTed, kept on his courfc until he was within a cable s 

length 
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krigth of the Momnouth and Herb, two of tlie kcgeft flups of the ^ H a p. 
Britifti fquadron, and there dropped his anchor j the next French 
(hip that followed was the Annibal, vuibich fliot a-head of monfieur 
dc SufFrein, aud iherfc dropped arichor i the third, the ArtefieOi an* 
chored about the fame diftance aftern- And in thia fituatlo'n they 
began a heavy cannonade, fprings hatiog been pafled on their t:able& 
before they entered the bay. The other two French (hips, the 
Sphynx and the Vengeur, did nob anchor, but ^ranged /aboint the 
bay, firing at every ihip as they pafled, and endeavoiuing toward the 
merchantmen ; but in |4iid they had' little fuccefs. Notwidiiibindiiig 
the fuddenneis of the 8ttacl^^the:ifif& of the French fquadron waa 
returned with vigour and tSe€t by fiKbol^ t^ Britiih fhips aa boHid 
bring their guna to bear. Captaini Alms,, in theJNfonitioutlityicept 
npa well-direded fire; andcfrom^tlie Hero, captatin Hawleriflueda 
eonftant, awful, heavy difcharge <if artillery. On board the lad of 
tixefe (hips commodore Johnftone removed, foon after the banning 
of thea&ion, finding |iut'4heiRoiniiLey, i&om: Hen pacdculaor {itoa* 
tion, was likely to have no^great fhare in it: ^ He^waa acconipanied 
by igeneral Meadows, aiid captain Sftltera. Q^tatin Paifiey, in tlie 
Jupiter, by working hard from the beginning of the bufmefe^ had 
got a fpring upon his c^ble, by which means every Hhot.from .'hit 
fiiip took ef¥e^« Even the £aft India £hipS| recbven^ ^tot a time 
from their ferprife, materia^y afllfted itothcJidtion; It w« ii<» loi^ 
before the Artefien, that had aiwrhored aftem ttf monfieur de Suf- 
frein, quitted her ftation, and went out to fea, carrying with her the 
Hi^ichinbroke Baft Iwdiam^n. She had a)ftz> boarded ^^Fdi^ru^ef 
bur her decN were qiltckly cleared of l?rencfhmen by the giMa*iry 
dF captain Jenkinfon, of -the ninety-eighth wgiment^ Who, ^^Ith 
bis company, poured in upon them a cooftant and wellrdireded iire 
ikf m«fquetry. They had afterwards the fatlsfaAion of taking out of 
ttie Water, ^nd faving two of the enemy, who in the conffi^ had 

been 
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\ ^ ^,p^ ^ fwimming. About three quarters of an hour after the commence^ 
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ment of the adion, the French commodore, finding his fituation 

too hot to be longer endured, cut his cable and followed the Arte* 
fien. The Annibal, the only remaining French (hip, was now left 
as a mark to be fired at by every Britifti (hip that could bring her 
guns to bear upon her, and in a (hort time was reduced to an appa^ 
rent wreck. Such a pidure of difbrefs, it is Odd, was fcarcely ever 
feen. Having remained in this fituation for near a quarter of an 
hour, her cable 'was either cut or (hot away, when the (hip turn* 
ing round on her heel, drifted out to fea before the wind, her mafts 
tottering, her yards hanging diflferent ways, and her fails in rags. Ad 
flie pa(red along, her mizen-miift firft, and afterwards her maih-maft, 
fore-maft, and pa* of her bowfprit, in fucceflTion fell into the 
fea. After (he got clear of the Briti(h (hips, fome of her compa* 
nions took her in tow, and, to the furprife of every one, the An- 
nibal, notwith(tandihg her di(abled fituation, had the good fortune 
to efcape. The commodore, after fummoning by fignals all his cap- 
tains, and receiving from them a report of the ftate of their (hips^ 
ordered a purfuit ; and, in the Romney, was the firft that got out 
of the bay. He was followed ia fuccefiSon by the reft of his fqua- 
dron, except the Ifis, captain Sutton, who being employed in re- 
pairing his damages, did not obey his fignal for near three hours^ 
although it was enforced by the repeated firing of guns. It is to be 
remarked, that although the Ifis, lying near the mouth of the bay, 
had very little (hare in the adion, (he had fuftained fome damage 
from the fire of the French (hips as they pafted and repafled her. 
The Ifis having at laft come out, the purfuit was continued ; but fa 
much time had been already wafted in waiting for her, that before 
the commodore could come near the French fquadron the fun had 
fet, and the wind become boifterous. If he difcontinued the pur« 
* - fuit. 
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fait, the probability was, that moafieur de Suffrein would reach the C ** A. P. 
Cape before him : If he continued it, and engaged as foon as he ^. — ^— ._r 
•came up, an adioh in the night was liable to fo much uncertainty '7^'* 
as fcarcely to be reconcilable with the main objeft of the expedi- 
tion : On the other hand, if he purfued, but deferred the engage- 
ment until the morning, he would in the mean time be led fo far to 
leeward after the French fhips, which were running before the wind 
with all their fails fet, that it would be impoffible for him afterwards 
to beat to windward and rejoin his convoy, whereby the expeditioa. 
would be at once fruftrated, and a valuable convoy left unprotedled. 
A fituation prefenting fo many difficulties muft have been a trying 
one to any commander, but efpecially to one of the commodore's 
impatience and irafcibility. Howevei:, after conftdering the matter 
in every point of view, he determined to follow that courfe which 
feemed moft confident with the nature of his inftrudions. This 
was, to rejoin his convoy without delay;; .which he efieded with 
fome diflSculty, after plying to windwaixl./or feveral days.* The 
Hinchinbroke £afl Indiaman was retaken thet day after the engage^ 
ment, with twenty-five Frenchmen on board ; and the Infernal 
iire-ihip, which had been alfo carried off by the enemy, was abao* 
doned by them in the night, and, after fome dnys, reached Port 
Praya Bay in fafety : So that monfieur de Siifl^ih retained nd 
trophy to confole him for his repulie.: The lofs of men la'tiiiE 
engagement was not fo great as mi^t have been.cxpeded, confix 
dering theclofenefs of theadkion^ the fmoothnefs.of the water^ and 
the crowded fituation of the ihips. It amoant^d to forty^dipree 
killed^; and one hundced and thirty-*four wounded, including officers^ 
and was fo equally divided, that almoft every fhip in the fquadron 
and convoy bore a part. Some of the fhips having been difabled, 
particularly the Hindlinbroke Eaft Indiaman) they were refittei 
a with 
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The Dutch 
garrifon at 



fquadron failed from Port Praya Bay* 

As it was much to be feared that monfieur de Suflfcin vrouM 
reach the Cape before the Britifli fquadron, which might render an 
attempt upon it not only extremely hazardous, but perhaps alto- 
gether impratSticable, the commodore, on the twelfth of June, dif- 
patched four of his fmaller faft-failing vcflels to proceed arhead of 
the reft of the fquadron, for the purpofe of gaining intelligence, 
with orders to rejoin him in a certain latitude. The detached 
fquadron, having proceeded to the fouthward of the Cape, for- 
tunately, on the firft of July, fell in with and took a Dutch 
fiiip bound for Geylon, laden with ftores and provifions, and forty 
thousand pounds in btriHon, wfatch had left Saldahna Bay only a few 
days before^ From her tbey ieamt that moniieur de Suilrein, with 
^^f ^V*' ^^^ fquadron, and jpart of his convoy, had arrived at the Cape on 
the French, the twenty-6rft of June, where lie -bad landed five hundred men to 
miirorce the garrifon, aowjngft whom WCT^ eighty or ninety artil- 
lery raen. ^ They alfo received information that five Dutch Eaft 
India fliips, homeward-bound, and richly laden, were lying in StA^ 
absuL bay, about forty nules north from the Cape, "^ith this in- 
tjrii^efnc^ andrtbilr priM, 4tib' detached fquadronrnetumed, and on 
thelnnih^of ^idjitljmned tiiei:cfflmddofe<a^ the appointed plaice of 
f eAdezvooKr: %; ctiafuliat(bn wmq^vr ^Held l>efrwi^en the x^mityodom 
ahdcgei^bi^ A|k9idcws, xm the^ 'i$fltiifcSt^ c£ the intdiligetioe ^receiTed h^ 
the I^ittt^/priile{^atidni^ upon ^e Cape wa^^g^n ov^ as 

«|)l3a£bbai)lej lAtritlm 'cdafuhat^ colbM fdiUan!^ Wais iwefelftj; 
^ll&^tgedIihe'IBKift^ forcible i^dbn^^ idaihkigri(;ttow tliaccth^ ^c-^ 
fig«k'>«gAift ItherC^e h^ inilKamfied) ' thie^ 'original ppqe^ «f *ai> 
^fetackicm the:6p^anfklfettletie«b itiSouiii Ahtidrka; from whence 
Jthcj^iiiisbt ^t«riiar4si|nrocM to the EoAJaHbtBj through theP^iiie 
d/.u 3 ::^ Ocean. 
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Ocean : But the commodore determined either to take or deftroy 
the fhips that lay in Saldahna Bay. In profecution of this defign 
he fteered for the land, and, as he approached the ftiore, took the 
pilotage upon himfelf, judging his diftance from it by the depth of 
water. So ably was this enterprife conduded, that the Britifh fqua- 
dron, arriving off the mouth of the bay in the night, entered it 
with fo much rapidity, the commodore in the Romney leading the 
way, that although the Dutch (hips were run a-fhore, and fet on Commodore 
fire by their crews, as foon as they difcovered an enemy's fquadron, makei^prizci 
the boats of the Britifh fleet neverthelefs arrived in time to extin- E^YndS.^^ 
guifh the flames in all of them, except the Middleburgh, on board "»«»• 
of which the fire raged fo violently that it was impolTible to fave 
her. It was now necefTary to tow the biirning fhip to a diflance 
from the refl ; a work which was undertaken with alacrity, and 
performed with fuccefs, although with imminent danger, as Ihe blew 
up with a violent explofion in ten minutes after the boats quitted 
her. The other prizes were got afloat the fame evening. Both the 
French and Britifh commanders had fecondary objefts to which their 
inflrudions extended, befides what related to the Cape of Good 
Hope. Monfieur de Suffrein, after providing for the fecurity of the 
Cape, was to proceed with his fquadron to the Eafl Indies : And the 
inflrudions to the Britifh commanders imported, that after either 
the fuccefs or failure of the expedition againfl the Cape, a certain 
number of the fhips fhould be fent to the Eafl Indies, to reinforce fir 
Edward Hughes ; and in cafe of failure, part of the troops was alfo 
to be fent, and the remainder to proceed to the leeward iflands in 
the Weft Indies. But the intelligence received by the Dutch prize 
of the invafion of the Carnatic by Hyder Ally, and of the cutting 
off of a ftrong detachment of Britifh troops under colonel Baillie, 
determined the Britifh commanders to deviate from their inftrudions, 
and inftead of dividing the land force, to fend the whole to the 
Vol. IL R r Eafl 
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® HA P. £aft Indies, to replace the lofs of colonel Baillie's detachment. Ac- 
\^ - w- -^ cordingly, the Dutch prizes, after being fitted for fea, were dif- 
Thc Britifli patched without a convoy to St. Helena ; and the commodore hav- 
undrrgeneral ^^S accompanied the detachment of fhips bound to India with hig 
Mcadowt whole force to the fourth degree of longitude beyond the Cape, 
EaftlDdica there feparated from it, and, with the Romney and frigates, re- 
turned to St. Helena to join his prizes, and condud them to Eng- 
land. In their way thither they were feparated by a florm ; and 
two of the prizes were unfortunately loft. 

In a former part of this work we have already feen that in the 
firft year of the war with the French, the power of that nation in 
India was almofl; annihilated. After the taking of Pondicherry, the 
iflands of Bourbon and Mauritius^ with the port of Mahie, on the 
continent of Afia, were nearly all the pofleffions that remained to 
them in that quarter of the world. Neverthelefs they contrived to 
maintain their influence with the native powers, and at length, by 
paeans of their cmiflaries, to excite a powerful combination amongft 
jlhem, which threatened deftrudtion to the Britifli intereft. During 
the courfe of the former war, the Englifli Eaft India company had 
acquired fo immcnfe an extent of territory, and feemed ftill fo de- 
lirous of grafping at more, that the native princes were become 
jealous of their greatnefs, and fecretly wiflied the deftrudion of 
their power. Many of them had alfo private grounds of difguft, 
arifing from the rapacity and unprincipled condud of feveral of that 
company's fervants. From fome caufe of diflference a war had 
broken out between the Engliflx company and the Mahrattas^ a fierce 
and warlike nation, and one of the moft powerful in Hindoflan* 
The celebrated Hyder Ally Cawn, regent of the Myfore country^ 
was at the fame time engaged in a war with the Mahrattas. But ia 
confequence of the intrigues of French agents, means were found to 
fettle the diflferences between thefe two powers,, and inftead of being 

enemies^ 
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enemies, to ■unite them as friends. Hyder agreed to join the Mah- ^ ^/^ ^' 

Tattas in the war : Powerful fuccours were promifed to be fent from <^ -v— -^ 

1 781 
the French iflands of Bourbon and Mauritius : And in the end a 

confederacy againft the Englifh was entered into between the Mah- 

ratta ftates, Hyder Ally Cawn, the foubah of the Decan, and the 

rajah of Berar, to which moft of the leffer powers of Hindoftan 

were prevailed upon to accede. Hyder's country is feparated from 

the territories belonging to the India company by a chain of moun- 

tains called the Ghauts* From thefe mountains Hyder, in the 

month of June 1780, after making all neceflary preparations, de- 

(cended with an army of an hundred thoufand men, who fpread 

themfelves like a torrent over the country below. For a confidera- 

ble time before this invafion, intelligence had been repeatedly con-» 

veyed from the frontiers to the prefidency of Madras, acquainting 

them with the hoflile difpofition manifcfted by Hyder towards the 

£ngli{h, and his preparations for entering the Caraatic. But that 

board treated with contempt all fuch intimations, and had taken no 

fufficient meafures for the defence of the eftabllfhment againft fuch 

an attack. Amoncft other evils flowing from^ their ihameful indif- In^w» of 

the Carnatic 

ferencc and incxcufable negligence, this was not the leaft, that the by Hyder 
company's troops on the coaft of Coromandel had not been col- ^' 
leded together, but were fuffered to remain fcattercd about the 
country in different diftrids and garrifons ; from whence it happened 
that when Hyder made his irruption no fufficient army could im^ 
xnediately be brought into the field to oppofc him. When at laft 
the appearance of Hyder's horfe« in the neighbourhood of th» 
Mount, convinced the prefidency of the truth of their previous in^ 
teliigence^ the troops in Madras and its neighbourhood were affem-* 
bled; and thefe, after being joined by the troops fix>m Pondicherry, 
under colonel Braithwaite, amounted only to fifteoi hundred Euro* 
peans^ and four thouf^sid two hundred fepoys. With this force, 
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* HA f. an(j an artillery of forty-two field-pieces, five cohbrns, and four 
I— i-^»* -^ battering cannon, general fir Hedtor Monro marched from the 
Mount to Conjeveram, the largeft village in the Carnatic, fixty miles 
diftant from Madras, and thirty-five from Arcot, then befieged by 
the enemy. The march of fir Hedor Monro to Conjeveram, as 
had been forefeen, obliged Hyder Ally to raife the fiege of Arcot ; 
and this fervice being performed, the Britifh general determined to 
remain in his prefent fituation until he fhould be joined by colonel 
Cofby, vvrith a detachment of fifteen hundred fepoys, and fome ca* 
valry, then on his march from the Tanjore country, in the fouth,and 
by another detachment of three thoufand men, including two com- 
panies of European infantry, and fixty European artillery-men, v^rith 
ten field-pieces, under colonel Baillie, coming from the Guntoor 
Circar in the north. The progrefs of the laft of thefe oflficers to 
the fouthward had been retarded, partly by the contradidory nature 
of the orders received during his march, proceeding from the fluc- 
tuating and uncertain flate of the Englifh councils at Madras^ and 
partly by the overflowing of rivers in his way. However, at 
length he arrived at Perambaucum, a village within fifteen miles of 
the main army. Hyder Ally, by means of his emiflfaries, had exa£t 
intelligence of the coloael's motions ; and difpatched his fon Tippoo 
Saib, with thirty thoufand horfe, eight thoufand foot, and twelve 
pieces of artillery, to attack him at Perambaucum, and, if poffible^ 
prevent his jundion with fir Hedor Monro. Numerous as the troops 
compofing this detachment were, compared with the finall force 
under colonel Baillie, the latter, neverthelefs, with his ufual gallan-* 
try, and with great flaughter, repulfed them in various fierce attacks^ 
that lafted for feveral hours. Still however the enemy hovered 
round him, witban apparent intention df renewing their attacks 
whenever there fliould be a fkvoiurable opportunity: And as their 
numbers feemedto iacreafe9 colonel Bullie became doubtful whether 

he 
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be fliould be able to e£fe£t a junftion, and acquainted tbe command ^ HA P. 
der in chief with his apprehenfions. This intelligence reached fir v, -^^-^ - i 
Hedor Monro on the fixth of September, and, in the evening of ^'^ ** 
the eighth, twelve hundred chofen men under colonel Fletcher were 
detached to reinforce colonel Baillie. Thefe having moved with 
great expedition, arrived at Perambaucum at break of day of the 
ninth, and in the evening of that day the united detachments began 
their march towards Conjeveram^ As foon as they were perceived Defeat and 

- , . , 1 t r I , . difaftcr of a 

to be m motion, the enemy brought lome guns to bear upon their BHtini de- 
left flank, which did confiderable execution. Thefe guns captain /^ ^bnd"* 
Rumley, with a .detachment, was ordered to ftorm; but being pre- ^*^*' 
vented from reaching them by an unfordable water-courfe that in- 
tervened, he was obliged to return witljout effeding his purpofe. 
In confequence of the fire of the enemy, and this unfuccefsful 
movement, fome confufion and diforder arofe amongft the fepoys^ 
which determined colonel Baillie to halt till the morning. In the^ 
mean time Hyder Ally, who received minute information of every, 
thing that paflfed, determined to take advantage of colonel Baillie's 
emharraflfed fituation, and in the night decamped from the neigh- 
bourhood of Conjeveram, and marched with his army towards Pe^ 
rambaucum. At dawn in the morning colonel Baillie renewed his 
march, but had not proceeded far when he found himfelf environed 
on one fide by Tippoo Saib's army, and on the other by that of his 
fathen Tippoo had already begun to fire upon his left with eight 
pieces of cannon, and in a fhort lime fixteen were opened upon his> 
right from the army of Hyder Ally. The cannonade was brifkly re- 
turned by colonel Baillie, and the attacks of the irregular cavalry were 
fucce&fully repulfedfor an hour and a half, when, fome of the tum- 
brils unfortunately blowing up, the Britifh guns were filcnced, partly^ 
from a fcarcity of ammunition, and partly from the number of ar- 
tillery-ffien that bad fallen. The enemy, obferving the^ confufion 
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^ ^vA '' *rifing from the blowing up of the tumbrils, now advanced nearer, 
u -^v— -> and feeming in a particular manner to threaten colonel Baillie*s rear, 
he found it neceflary to detach for its fupport captain Ferrier's com- 
pany of European grenadiers. This movement being made from 
the front towards the rear, the fepoys, who were unapprifed of the 
caufe, and probably conceived it to be a retreat, as foon as they faw 
the grenadiers in motion, began to follow in great diforder. The 
grenadiers halted : And every method was taken to reftore order, 
but In vain. The other fepoys, who lay under a heavy cannonade, 
upon obferving the confufion and retreat of their companions, be- 
came fuddenly panic-ftruck, and, throwing down their arms, fled 
to -a fmall coppice-wood at fomc diftance. The Europeans immedi- 
ately colleifting, took pofleflioti of a rifmg ground, where they de- 
fended themfelves againft repeated attacks, whilft the enemy's horfe 
made dreadful havoc amoogft the fepoys. It was hoped that the 
mjun army, under fir Hedor Monro, might ftill come to their re- 
Kef: And in the mean time fo bravely did this fmall body of men 
defend themfelves againft Hyder*s hoft, that although he advanced, 
both with his horfe and foot, within fifteen yards, he found it im- 
pofFible to break them. But at laft all hopes of fuccour being at an 
end, and many having already fallen, the Britifh commander, know, 
ing that it was impoifible for fuch a handful of men to maintain 
their ground much longer againft fuch a multitude, and willing to 
fave the few that remained, ftepped forward with a white handker*. 
chief in his hand, and commanded his men to order their arms, and 
call for quarter. But this order was no fooner complied with, than 
the enemy ruftied upon them in the moft ferocious manner ; and 
numbers were inftantly put to the fword. Nor would the carnage 
have ceafed, notwithftanding the furrender, but for the humane in* 
terpofition of two French officers, Lally and Pimoran, who at laft. 
prev^led upon the barbariaa Hyder to fpare the gallant remams q£ 
2 tkt 
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the Britlfli detachment. The monfter gave orders to ftop the fur- ^ ^^f^ ^' 
ther efFufion of blood : But could the brave men, who were thus u ■■><"^ J 
become his prifoners, have forefeea the unexampled miferies they ' 
were to endure in the dungeons of the tyrant, during a long cap-^ 
tivity, they would have deemed immediate death a happy deliver- 
ance from his more than favage brutality. 

Hyder, fearful of being attacked by the main army under fir 
Heftor Monro, fuddenly retreated, after his vidory, to a place 
called the Round Wells, where he had before been encamped* In 
fa<a, when Hyder began his retreat, fir Hedor Monro, with his army, 
was at no great diftance from him% The cannonade that happened on 
the evening of the ninth of September, when the united detachments 
under Baillie and Fletcher began their march, having been heard at 
Conjeveram, and reports being brought in, that Hyder's army^ 
which had been encamped in the neighbourhood, was in motion, the 
Britifh general became apprehenfive for the fafety of the detach- 
ments, and took the refolution of moving that fame evening to their 
afliftance. Verbal orders to that effeft, it is faid, were given j but 
unfortunately, from fome caufe or other, the march was delayed until 
the next morning. When day-light appeared, it was no longer to be 
doubted that Hyder had decamped ; and the cannonade having been 
heard to commence foon afterwards with redoubled fury, the ge- 
neral immediately gave orders for the army to be put in motion 
towards Perambaucum^ From the miftake of the guide, the army 
was led by a circuitous route feveral miles too far to the right, by 
which fome time was loft. When at laft it arrived within two miles 
of the field of adion, the firing was obferved fuddenly to ceafe ; 
and foon afterwards fome wounded fepoys being brought in, that 
had efcaped from the general carnage, related the nature and extent 
of the misfortune that had happened. Upon receiving this intelli- 
gence, the general immediately returned upon his fteps to Conje^ 
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veram ; and after the heavy cannon had been fpiked, and fuch of 
the baggage and (lores deftroyed as could not be eafily moved, he 
retreated with the remains of his army to Chingliput, and from 
thence, in a few days, to the Mount. At Chingliput, the army 
was joined by colonel Cofby and his detachment, who, although he 
had to march through a large extent of country, entirely over-run 
and poflefled by the enemy, had the good fortune to arrive in fafety, 
and preferve his cannon and "^baggage. By the rapidity of his move- 
ments, he in fome meafure eluded the defigns of the enemy ; and 
whenever he was harafled by their cavalry, the well-regulated dif- 
pofition of his march, with the good countenance preferved by the 
officers and troops, prevented them from making any ferious ini-' 
preflion* 
Ravages By the retreat of theBritifh army to the Mount, the whole country 

the Carnatic was laid opcu to be ravaged at pleafure by Hyder and his irregular hofh 
^y^ ^' The dominions of the Eaft India company on the coaft of Coro- 

mandel, which of late were fo extenfive, might now be faid to be 
confined to Madras, and a few miles round it, and to fuch forts and 
garrifons fcattered about in different parts of the country as were 
ftill occupied by the company's troops. To reduce thefe, Hyder 
now direded his attention. Arcot, the capital of the Nabob's do- 
minions, foon fell into his hands, the redudion of it being haflened 
by the treachery of fome of the Nabob's principal fervants. Not 
long afterwards Carangooly and Gingee, with many other inferior 
pofts, were added to the lift of his conquefts. And the prefidency 
of Madras, of late fo full of fecurity, now dreaded all the horrors 
and miferies attendant upon a fiege. 

They had already applied to the governor-general and fupreme 
council of Bengal for alfiftance: And to the vigorous meafures 
adopted and profecuted by that board muft in a great meafure be at- 
tributed the favourable change which not long afterwards took place 

in 
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In the company's affairs on the coaft of Coromandel. General 
fir Eyre Coote, commander in chief in India, who was then at 
Calcutta, was requefted to take upon himfelf the command of the 
army at Madras ; and in order to enable him to carry his plans into - 
execution, independently of the Madras prefidency, who feemed 
defirous of thwarting all the meafures of the governor-general and 
commander in chief, he was furniflied with fifteen lacks of rupee?^ 
over which fum that board (whofe difpofitions towards the gover- 
nor-general, and the majority in his council, were well enough 
known) were not to pjffefs any control. Sir Eyre Coote was alfo 
empowered to take a feat in the council of Madras ; and Mr. White- 
hill, the prefident, was fufpended. The commander in chief, al- 
though then fixty-three years of age, cheerfully confented to under- 
take the arduous charge thus committed to him, of endeavouring to 
reftore the profperity of the company's affairs on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, and of freeing that country from the ravages of Hyder 
Ally. He embarked without delay at Calcutta, with three hun- The com- 
dred Europeans in battalion, upwards of two hundred artillery-men, Bntifli^army 
five hundred lafcars, fome pieces of cannon, and a large fupply of d"cncy onvfa- 
provifions ; whilft ten battalions of Sepoys, with twenty pieces of ^^^ commit- 
cannon, were under orders to march by land from Bengal to the Coote. 
Carnatic. Inftruftions were alfo fent to general Goddard, who 
commanded the army acting againft the Mahrattas, to fend by fea 
to Madras as many troops as he could fpare. Sir Edward Hughes 
was folicited to block up Hyder's fea-ports on the Malabar coaft, and 
prevent him from receiving fupplies from the iflands of Bourbon 
and Mauritius ; and the government of Bombay received orders to 
make a diverfion on the fame coaft in favour of the war carrying on in 
the Carnatic, and thus- alarm Hyder for the fafety of his own do- 
minions. 
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Sir Eyre Coote arrived at Madras on the fifth of November, and 
after furmounting many difiicukies and obftacles, which either fronr 
the incapacity of the prefidency had not been forefeen, or from their 
negligence were not provided for, took the field in the beginning of 
the year 1781, with a fmall but well-appointed army, and an ex- 
cellent train of artillery. The fieges of Vellore, Wandewafh, Parma- 
coil, and ChingHput, then blocked up by Hyder, were immediately 
raifed ; and he,, with his whole force, retired to a guarded diftance^ 
From this moment the company's affairs on that coaft began to wear 
a more favourable afped : Some of the forts that had been furprifed 
were in a fhort time retaken : Ryder's ravages were neceflarily con- 
fined within narrower limits in confequence of the caution with 
which he avoided an engagement: And by the Britifh com- 
mander's taking the field, the credit of the company's arms, which, 
had been at a low ebb ever fince the defeat of colonel Baillie, was. 
reftored, and the difaffeftion of the natives^ which had begun to be 
general, was in a great meafure reprefled. In the courfe of the- 
year fir Eyre Coote found means to worft Hyder in feveral battles ;, 
and although the latter ftill maintained his ground in part of the 
Carnatic, a large extent of country, which had been over-run, was 
recovered and freed from his ravages* 

Operation Sir Edward Hughes performed the fervices expeded of him :. 

Britiih fleet Hyder's ports on the Malabar coaft were not only blocked up, but his 
Ml India. fhipping deftroyed at Calicut and Mangalore, two of his principal ar- 
fenal8,and his hopes of becoming a maritime power thus nipped in the: 
bud. Towards the clofc of this year aJfo, liie Dutch fort of Nega- 
patam, in the Tanjore country, the garrifon of which had been rein- 
forced by two thoufand three hundred of Hyder's troops, was taken, 
by a joint operation of the fquadron under fir Edward Hughes, and 
a land force under fir He<ftor Monro, which the commander in chief 
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iwras enabled to fpare, after the favourable change that had taken ^ HA P. 
place in the Carnatic. The immediate confequence of the fall of u "y— -^ 
Negapatam was the evacuation of all the forts and ftrong places pof- *' ** 
fefled by Hyder's troops in the Tanjore country and its borders* 
Such were the effeds of the vigorous meafures adopted by the go- 
vernor-general and fupreme council of Bengal for the relief and 
affiftance of the Madras government ; and fuch the fuccefles that 
attended the company's troops under the aufpices of their veteraa 
commander fir Eyre Coote *• 

* For a more full and particular account of the military and naval operations in India^ at 
<hi8 period, fee Memoirs of the late War (1778— 84) in Afia: With a Narratire of the 
Imprifonment and Sufferings of our Officers and Soldiers, by an Oi&cer of CoUael BailUe't 
Detachment* 
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CHAP. XLI. 

Difqffe&ton to Great Britain of the Southern CoIonies^^Tbe Britijh 
Army under Lord Cornwallis joined by a large Reinforcement under 
General Lejlie — A£lion at the Cowpcns^ between General Morgan 
and Colonel Tarleton — Colonel Tarleton defeated — Confequences of 
Colonel Tarleton s Defeat — The Army under Lord Cornwallis crojfes 
the River Catawba — Lord Cornwallis^ joined by the other Divi-^ 
fion of the Army under Colonel Webjler^ purfuts General Morgan--^ 
A yun&ion formed between the two Divifons of the American 
Army — General Greene driven out of North Carolina — The Royal 
Standard ere&ed at Hill/borough — General Greene^ again crojftng 
the DaUy re-enters North Carolina — Lord Cornwallis falls back 
from Hill/borough y and takes a new Pofttion — Effeils of this retro^ 
grade Movement — A&ion near Guildford between Lord Cornwallis 
and General Greene. 



CHAP, 

XLI. 



TT7E muft now return to North America, the grand theatre of 
the war, where it firft began, and where the events of the 
'' '' prefent year were of fuch momentous importance as to produce a 
total change in the future condudl of it, and in effedt to place with* 
in the grafp of the revolted colonies that independence and fove- 
reignty for which they had been fo long contending. From the be- 
ginning of the year 1 779 the principal efforts of the Britifh arms 
were direfted againft the fouthern colonies, not only as they were 
deemed the eafieft to be reduced, but as, from the nature of their 
produftions,t hey were the mod valuable to the mother-country* 
4 Georgia 
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Ceorgia was accordingly recovered in the year 1779, and the pro- 
vince of South Carolina reduced in the year 1780. For fome months 
after the taking of Charleftown, the capital of South Carolina, there 
was in that province the brighteft profpeCt of returning peace and 
tranquillity. But too foon the £ky became overcaft ; and it was per- 
ceived in the fouthern as it had been already experienced in fome of 
the northern colonies, that the inhabitants, after their fubmiffion, 
and even whilft the Britifh troops remained amongft them, did not 
perform the duties of their allegiance without reludance, and when 
left to themfelves, quickly reverted to their old courfes, and joined 
the ftandard of revolt. In the tranfadions of laft year we have Dlfeffcaion 
endeavoured to affign fome motives for this verfatility of conduct tain of the 
amongft the inhabitants of South Carolina j but to whatever caufe looici!™ ^^ 
their difafiedion was owing, it gave much trouble to earl Comwal- 
lis, and greatly retarded his operations; The efiicient army for 
diftant fervice was fo much weakened by the large detachments left 
behind for overawing the inhabitants, that a fingle misfortune was 
fometimes fufficient to render an expedition abortive. In the fall 
of the preceding year the lofs of major Fergufon's detachment 
obliged lord Cornwallis to return from his northern expedition and 
fall back to Wynneft)orough in South Carolina. Still, however, the 
projected movement into North Carolina was deemed fo eflential, 
that he only waited for a reinforcement to renew it. The expeded The Bmlfh 

' ^ * anny under 

reinforcement arrived at Charleftown on the thirteenth of December, lord Corn- 
It confifted of a large detachment of troops under general Leflie, by a large re- 
who, upon landing, received lord Cornwallis*s orders to march undcrgencral 
without delay, and join him with about fifteen hundred men. The 
general accordingly, after waiting fome few days to procure horfes 
and waggons, began his march on the nineteenth of December. 

In the mean time general Greene, who had fucceeded Gates in 
the command of the American army, finding it difficult to procure a 
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^* fufEcient fupply of provifions iii the neigbbourhood of Charlotte, ^ 
that country had been already exhaufted ; and being fenfible that hU 
prefent force was too weak to attempt any direct operation againft 
lord Cornwallis; refolved to divide it, and by defultory incurfions in 
different, and nearly oppofite quarters, to alarm and harafs the 
Britifh out-pofts on the frontiers of South Carolina. By fuch 
means his troops would be kept in adion, and, traverfing different 
parts of the country^ would not only be more eafily fupplied with 
provifions, but might in their progrefs infufe fom^ fpirit into the 
jpailitia, without wbofe afliftance and co-operation he faw that he 
could do nothing effe4li»l. Accordingly the light troops, confiding of 
three hundred infantry, under colonel Howard, one hundred and 
ieventy rifle-men, under major Triplet, and feventy light dragoons^ 
4inder lieutenant-colonel Washington, were put under the command 
of general Morgan, who was direfted to proceed by the heads of 
the rivers to the weftern frontiers of South Carolina, and threatea 
the Britifh poft at NinQty-fix; whilft the reft of the army under 
general Greene fhould WAyck to the Ped^e, iio4 ^arm the country 
in front of Cafliden, 

Towa^rds the end of December earl Cornwallis received informa* 
tipn of th? divi^on of the American army, and foon afterwards an 
account of the moverp^ats of general Morgan, who had paflfed both 
the Catawba -and Broad River, {^nd was f^id to be rapidly advancing 
to Ninety-fh^. Upon receipt of this intelUgence, litutenant-colond 
Tarleton was detached with th? light and legion infantry, the fu^ 
fileers, or feventh regiment, the firft battalion of the feventy-firft 
regiment, about three hundred aiid fifty cavalry, two field-pieceSt 
and an adequate detachment of the royal artillery, in all about one 
thoufand men. He received or(kr« to pafs Broad River for the 
protedion of Ninety-fix, and either to ftrike at Morgan, and pufli 
him to the utmoft, or at leafl: oblige him to leave the country^ 
f, Morgan, 
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Morgan, in his march, had colleded about four or five hundred CHAP, 
militia, and upon his approach to the diftridl of Ninety-fix, was ^ -,- -j* 
joined by two hundred more, who had fled from the frontiers of '^^'' 
Georgia when Augufta was taken polTefSon of by the Britifh troops. 
Thus the two detachments were nearly equal in point of numbers, 
but in cavalry, and in the general quality of the troops, Tarleton 
was greatly fuperior *. 

The Britifh army now proceeded to the north-weft, between 
Broad River and the Catawba. This route, leading to the back 
country, was chofen, that the army might the more eafily be enabled 
to pafs the great rivers in its way at the fords near their fource i 
It alfo afforded a profpe£t of cutting off Morgan's retreat, if he 
fhould elude Tarleton, or at leaft of preventing his jundion with 
the army under general Greene: Nor was the Britifh general with- 
out hopes, that by following this courfe he might get between 

• Dr. Ramfay, in his Hiflory of the Revolution of South Carolina^ charges the Briti(h 
with feizing the property of the Americans ; and their conuniffaries and quarter-matters with 
taking provifions, and all other things wanted by the army, wherever they could be found, 
charging them, at the fame time, to the Britifh government. That peculation was carried on 
in fome departments of the Britifh army, and that many individuals made large fortunes in thig 
way, cannot be denied. But this never took place, in any great extent, in the fouthem army. 
And the writer of this, who was commifTarytothearmy under lord Comwallis, takes the prc- 
fent occafion of repelling the calumniesof Dr. Ranfifay, as far as they may relate to himfelf, and. 
appealing for the innocence and propriety of his condud to many individuals now living in 
Carolina, as well as to the gentlemen of the army in which he fei-ved. The commifTary, 
during the time when he was at the Congarecs, employed in colle£ling proviiloas, and fettling 
refugee families on the deferted plantations of the AmerfCans, without being fupported by 
any troops, or covering party, fumifhed fupplics to the army at Wynncfboro\igh and Camden, 
^ch pofl being about forty miles from the Congarees. He had feveral mills to attend and 
feed daily, fome of which lay fix miles apart. The number of perfons employed by the 
commifTary in this fervice was about lone hundred and twenty negroes, one ferjeant of the 
7ifl regiment, one cooper, and four infpedors or ovcrfcers. When the campaign opened in 
January 1781, there was about fifty thoufand weight of meal packed and ready for ufc. The 
whole expence, as charged by the commiffary to government for this fervice, guides, expreffes, 
colleding, ihelling, grinding, packing, wages, &c« did not amottut to one hundred pounds 
fteiling. 

Greene's 
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CHAP. Greene's army and Virginia, and force him to an adlon before he 
y_ ^-'_' was joined by his expefted reinforcements. The detachment under 
*' ** general Leflie, which had been purpofely halted at Camden, until 
lord Comwallis fhould be ready to march from Wynnefborough, the 
longer to conceal from the American general the road which the 
Britifh army meant to take, now received orders to move up the 
banks of the Catawba, and join the main army on its march. The 
march both of lord Comwallis and general Leflie, encumbered as 
they were with baggage and artillery, was greatly retarded by the 
fwelling of creeks and water-courfes. Thefe obftacles Tarleton 
alfo experienced; but having the command of light troops, he more 
cafily furmounted them, and probably overtook Morgan fomething 
fooner than was expected. 

The latter, after retreating over the Pacolet, made a (hew of dif- 
puting Tarleton's paflage by guarding the fords. Tarleton however, 
on the fixth of January, found means to pafs over his detachment 
within fix miles of the enemy's encampment ; and Morgan was 
obliged to make a precipitate retreat, leaving in his camp the pro* 
Tifions that were dreflSng for his troops half cooked. Tarleton ad- 
vanced and took pofleflion of the ground that had been left by the 
enemy only a few hours before. 

At three in the morning the march of the Britifh light troops 
was refumed in purfuit of general Morgan; the baggage being left 
under a guard compofed of a detachment from each corps, with 
orders not to move till daylight appeared. Tarleton, after a fa- 
tiguing march through fwamps and broken grounds, at length came 
in fight of the enemy about eight in the morning : Two of their 
videttes were foon afterwards taken ; and from them information 
was received that the Americans had halted, and were forming at a 
place called the Cowpens. 

General Morgan, finding himfelf hard prefixed by the Britifh 
troops, had refolved to hazard an a£tioa rather than be overtaken 

ia 
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in the ford of the riven With this view he drew up his force in ^ HA P. 
two lines, the militia under colonel PickenS forming the firft line, <^-^ ~ ■* ! 
and the continentals, under colonel Howard, with the Virginia 
rifle^men, the fecond, Wafhington's dragoons, with fome mounted 
militia, were drawn up at fome diftance in the rear, as a corps of re- 
ferve. The ground which he occupied does not appear to have been 
well chofen: It was an open wood, and confequently liable to be 
penetrated by the Britifh cavalry : Both his flanks were expofed ; 
and the river, at no great diftance, ran parallel to his rear. In fuch 
a fituation he gave a manifeft advantage to an enemy with a fuperior 
body of cavalry j and in cafe of a defeat^ the deftrudion of his 
whole detachme-nt was inevitable. 

Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, upon receiving the intelligence com- 
municated by the videttes, refolved, without lofs of time, to make 
an attack upon the Americans. Advancing within two hundred 
and fifty yards of their firft line, he made a hafty difpofition of 
his force. The light and legion infantry, and the feventh re^- Aaionatthc 
ment, were ordered to form in line, a captain, with fifty dragoons, ^c^encral 
being attached to each of their flanks ; and the firft battalion of Morgan and 

colonel 

the feventy-firft regiment, and the reft of the cavalry, were diredled Tarlctpm 
to form as a referve, and wait for orders. This difpofition being 
fettled, Tarleton, relying on the valour of his troops, impatient of 
delay, and too confident of fuccefs, led on in perfon the firft line to 
the attack, even before it was fully formed, and whilft major New- 
marfh, who commanded the feventh regiment, was pofting his 
ofiicers : Neither had the referve yet reached the ground which it 
was to occupy. The firft line of the Americans being compofed of 
militia, did not long withftand the charge of the Britifh regulars : 
It gave way in all quarters, and was purfued to the continentals. 
The latter, undifmayed by the retreat of the militia, jnaintained 
their ground with great bravery:; and the coofli^t between them and 
Vol. IL T t the 
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the Britifli troops was obftinate and bloody. Captain Ogilvie, with 
his troop of dragoons on the right of the Britifh line, was direded 
to charge the left flank of the enemy. He cut his way through 
their line, but being expofed to a heavy fire, and, at the fame time, 
charged by the whole of Wafhington's cavalry, wras compelled to 
retreat in confufion. The Britifli referve now received orders to 
move forward; and as foon as the line felt the advance of the 
feventy-firft regiment, the whole again moved on* The continentals, 
no longer able to fl:and the fliock, were forced to give way. This 
was the critical moment of the adion, which might have been im- 
proved fo as to fecure to the Britifli troops a complete vidory. An 
order, it is faid, was difpatched to the cavalry to charge the enemy 
when in confufion ; but if fuch an order was delivered, it was not 
obeyed; and the infantry, enfeebled by their fatiguing march in the 
morning, through fwamps and broken grounds^ and by their fubfe* 
quent exertions in the adion, were unable to come up with the 
flying enemy. The critical moment loft on the one fide was eagerly 
feized on the other. The American commander, finding that the 
Britifli cavaby did not purfue, gave orders to Wafliington to cover 
with his dragoons the rear of the broken provincials, whilft he ex- 
erted himfelf to the uttnoft to rally them. His endeavours fuc« 
ceeded: The continentals were rallied and formed, and now in 
their turn charged the aflTailants. In diforder from the purfuit, and 
unfupported by the cavalry, fuch of the Britifli infantry as were 
fartheft advanced, receiving this unexpeded charge, fell back in con- 
fufion, and communicated a panic to others, which foon became 
general. Wafliington charged with his cavalry ; and a total rout 
enfued. The militia who had fled, feeing the fortune of the day 
changed, returned and joined in the purfuit. The Britifli infantry 
were foon overtaken, as tjie fame caufes which retarded them in 
the purfuit, now impeded their flight; and almoft the whole were 

.«itl?er 
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either killed or taken ptlfoners. The two field-pieces were alfo C ha p. 
taken, but not till the whole of the artillery-men attached to them u ^v-*- ^^ 
were either killed or wounded. It was in vain that Tarleton en- 
deavoured to bring his legion cavalry to charge and check the pro- 
grefs of the enetay : They ftill flood aloof, and at length fled in a 
body through the woods, leaving their commander behind. Four- 
teen officers, however, remained with him, and about forty men of 
the feventeenth regiment of dragoons : At the head of thefe he made Colonel 
a defperate charge on the whole of Wafhihgton's cavalry, and drove fcaud, 
them back upon^the continentals. But no partial advantage, hoVever 
brilliant, could now retrieve the fortune of the day : All was already 
lofl ; and Tarleton, feeing nothing farther to be done, retreated with 
the remains of this fmall but brave and faithful band of adhertnts, 
to Hamilton's Ford, upon Broad River, in his way to the main 
army under lord Cornwallis, then at Turkey Creek, about twenty- 
five miles from the field of adion. The only body of Tarleton's 
infantry that efcaped was the guard left with the baggage, which had 
not reached the Cowpens at the time of the adion : Early intelli- 
gence of the defeat being conveyed to the oflScer who commanded 
it, by fome friendly Americans, he immediately deflroyed whatever 
part of the baggage could not be carried oflf, and mounting his men 
on the waggon and fpare horfes, retreated to the main army unmo-. 
lefled. Few of the legion cavalry were miffing : One divifion of 
them arrived the fame evening in the neighbourhood of the Britifh 
encampment, with the news of their defeat, and another under 
Tarleton, who in his way had been joined by fomfe flragglers, ap- 
peared the next morning. The whole lofs of the Britifh troops, in 
this unfortunate affair, amounted to at leafl fix hundred men ; and 
of them near one half was either killed or wounded. The lofs of 
the Americans, according to their report of it, was fo fmall as 
fcarcely to deferve credit. It amounted to twelve killed, and fixty 

Tt a woundedJ 
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^ ^A ^* wounded. During the whole period of the war no other adion re- 

\- — y— „ -^ fleded fo much difhonour upon the Britifh arms. The Britifli were 
1781. 

fuperior in numbers. Morgan had only five hundred and forty con- 
tinentals, the reft militia. Tarleton's force compofed the light troops 
of lord Cornwallis's army. Every difafter that befel lord Com- 
wallis, after Tarleton's moft fhameful defeat at the Cowpens, may 
moft juftly be attributed to the imprudence and unfoldierly condud 
of that officer in the adion. It was afked, why he did not con- 
fult majors M' Arthur and Newmarfh, officers of experience and 
reputation, who had been in fervice before Tarleton was bom? 
Colonel Tarleton, in his Hiftory of the Southern Campaigns in 
America, admits that the ground on which Morgan formed had 
been defcribed with great perfpicuity to him. He alfo admits, 
that he had obtained a very accurate knowledge of Morgan's fitua- 
tion, and of the ground on which Morgan had drawn up his army. 
That there was every profpe£t of fuccefs from the animation and 
alacrity of his troops; that his troops moved in a good line; that 
his fire was well fupported, and produced much flaughter; that the 
continentals and back woodfmen gave ground, and the Britifh rufhed 
forward ; that the ground which Morgan had chofen was difadvan- 
tageous for the Americans, and as proper a fituation for adlion as 
colonel Tarleton could have wiflied : Under all thefe advantages in 
favour of Tarleton, and difadvantages againft Morgan, Tarleton is 
completely defeated and totally routed. Is it poffible for the mind 
to form any other conclufion, than that there was a radical defe^, 
and a want of military knowledge on the part of colonel Tarleton ? 
That he poflefles perfonal bravery inferior to no man, is beyond a 
doubt; but his talents at the period we are fpeaking of never 
exceeded that of a partizan captain of light dragoons, daring io 
ikirmifhes. He could defeat an enemy in detail^ by cpntinually ha* 
raffing, and cutting off detagbed parties* 

The 
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The defeat of his majefty's troops at the Cowpens formed a very 




principal link in the chain of circumftances which led to the inde- 
pendence of America. Colonel Tarleton acquired power without any 
extraordinary degree of merit, and upon mod occafions exercifed it 
without difcretion. 

Nothing could be more unexpeded by lord Cornwall is, than the 
news of Tarleton's difcomfiture. If he judged from the events of 
former adions, where the numbers were not fo equally balanced, 
and the difproportion much more in favour of the Americans, he 
had reafon to look for a vidory inftead of defeat. The difappoint- 
ment was galling ; and the lofs of credit caft a (hade over the com- 
mencement of the expedition. But another confequence of the de- Confcqucnccg 

^ of colonel 

feat was of a ftill more ferious nature : The lofs of the light troops, Tarlcton's 
at all times neceflary to an army, but on a march through a woody 
and thinly fettled country, almoft indifpenfable, was not to be 
repaired. 

Deeply as his lordfhip was affected with the weight of this mif- 
fortune, and greatly as he faw his difficulties increafed by it, he 
neverthelefs refolved to profecute the original plan of the expedi- 
tion into North Carolina, as the only means of maintaining the 
Britifh intereft in the fouthern colonies. The reinforcement under 
general Leflie not having yet come up, the eighteenth of January 
was fpent in forming a junction with itj and on the nineteenth the 
army refumed its march. Some hopes were entertained that Mor- 
gan, incumbered as he was with prifoners, might ftill be overtaken 
between Broad River and the Catawba. But that adive partizan, 
fenfible of his danger, quitted the Cowpens immediately after the 
a£tion, and proceeding to the upper fords on Broad River, pafled it 
with his detachment and the prifoners. The wounded, who were 
unable to travel, were left behind under the protection of a flag of 
truce. From Broad River Morgan dired):ed his courfe to the Ca- 
tawba^ 
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C 5t^ '* tawba, and moved with fo much celerity that he reached it before 
u -w^ ^9 the Britifh army. Yet, fo clofely had he been purfued, that the 
advance of the Britifh troops arrived at the banks of that river in 
the evening of the twenty-ninth of January, only two hours after 
the laft of Morgan's corps had crofled, A heavy rain, that fell in 
the night, fwelled the river fo much as to render it impaflable the 
next morning ; and, as it continued fo for two days, Morgan had 
time to make an arrangement for difmcumbering himfelf of the 
prifoners, and fending them oflf under an efcort of militia, by a dif- 
ferent route from that which he propofed to take. Whilft the pri- 
foners proceeded on their march, he, with his detachment, remained 
on the north banks of the Catawba, and, by calling out the militia 
of the country to affift him in guarding the fords, prepared to dis- 
pute the paflage of the Britifh army. 

Previoufly to the arrival of the Britifh troops on the banks of the 
Catawba, lord Cornwallis, confidering that the lofs of his light 
troops could only be remedied by the adivity of the whole army, 
refolved to deflroy all the fuperfluous baggage. By firfl reducing 
the fize and quantity of his own, he fet an example which was 
cheerfully followed by all the oflSicers under his command, although 
by fo doing they fuflained a confiderable lofs. No waggons were 
referved except thofe loaded with hofpital flores, fait, and ammuni- 
tion, and four empty ones for the accommodation of the fick or 
wounded*. And fuch was the ardour both of ofiicers and foldiers, 
and their willingnefs to fubmit to any hardfhip for the promotion 
of the fervice ; that this arrangement, which deprived them of all 
future profpe£t of fpirituous liquors, and even hazarded a re- 
gular fupply of provifions, was acquiefced in without a murmur. 



• The remainder of the waggons, baggage, and all the ftorc of flour and rum, were de- 
firoyed at Ramfour's MilL 

In 
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In the mean time general Greene, upon receiving information of 
lord Cornwallis's march, and his rapid purfuit of Morgan, left his 
army upon the Pedee, under the command of general Huger and 
colonel Williams, with orders to retreat by forced marches to the 
upper country, in order to form a junftion with the light troops 
wherever it might be pradticable, whilft he, with an efcort of dragoons, 
proceeded immediately to that corps, that he might be the better 
enabled to regulate its movements for facilitating the propofed junc- 
tion. After travelling with great expedition, he arrived at Morgan's 
camp on the laft day of January. 

In the courfe of two days, the river having fallen fo as to render 
it fordable, lord Cornwallis determined to attempt a paflage. That 
he might perplex the enemy, and draw off their attention from the 
real objedl, lieutenant-colonel Webfter, with one divifion of the 
army, was detached to a public ford called Beattie's, with orders to 
cannonade, and make a feint, as if he intended to force a paffage ; 
whilft lord Cornwallis, with the other divifion, marched to a private 
ford near M'Cowan's, where the paffage was in reality to be at- 
tempted. The divifion under lord Cornwallis marched from its 
encampment at one in the morning of the firft of February, and 
reached the ford about dawn. The numerous fires feen on the op- 
pofite fhore quickly convinced the Britifh commander that this ford, 
although a private one, had not efcaped the vigilance of the enemy/ 
General Davidfon, with three hundred militia, had been fent to 
guawi it only the evening before. Neverthelefs lord Cornwallis de- The army 
termined to proceed ; and the paffage was gallantly and fuccefsfully lord Com- 
effeded by the brigade of guards under general 0*Hara. Plunging J^^ river ^* 
into the rapid ftream, in many places reaching above their middle, ^^^^^^^ 
and near five hundred yards wide, they marched on with the ut- 
moft fteadinefs and compofure ; and although expofed to the fire of 
the enemy, referved their own, according to. their orders, until they 
6 reached 
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C xo ^* reached the oppofite bank. The paflage of the river was made in 
u -><■ >J the following order : The light-infantiy of the guards, led by co- 
lonel Hall, firft entered the water : They were followed by the gre- 
nadiers, and the grenadiers by the battalions, the men marching in 
platoons to fupport one anotjier againft the rapidity of the ftream. 
When the light-infantry had nearly reached the middle of the river 
they were challenged by one of the enemy's centinels. The cen- 
tinel, having challenged thrice, and received no anfwer, immediately 
gave the alarm by difcharging his mufquet ; and the enemy's pic- 
quets were turned out. No fooner did the guide, who attended the 
light-infantry to fliew them the ford, hear the report of the cen- 
tinel's mufquet, than he turned round and left them. This, whiclf 
at firft feemed to portend much mifchief, in the end proved a for- 
tunate incident. Colonel Hall, being forfaken by his guide, and 
not knowing the true direftion of the ford, led the column di- 
reftly acrofs the river, to the neareft part of the oppofite bank. 
This diredion, as it afterwards appeared, carried the Britifli troops 
confiderably above the place where the ford terminated on the other 
fide, and where the enemy's picquets were pofted ; fo that when 
they delivered their fire, the light-infantry were already fo far ad- 
vanced as to be out of the line of its dire<9:ion, and it took place 
angularly upon the rear of the grenadiers, fo as to produce ao great 
cffe<9:. When general Davidfon perceived the diredtion of the Bri- 
tifli column, he led his men to that part of the bank which faced 
it. But by the time of his arrival the light-infantry had overcome 
all their diflSculties : They were getting out of the water and form- 
ing, and fo foon as they had formed, quickly routed and difperfed 
general Davidfon's militia, killing or wounding about forty of 
them. General Davidfon was the laft of the enemy who remained 
upon the bank, and in mounting his horfe to make his cfcape, re* 
ceived a mortal wound. 

la 
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In efFeding this difficult and dangerous paflage of tlie Catawba, la 
the face of the enemy, the whole lofs of the guards amounted only 
to forty, lieutenant-colonel Hall *, and three privates, being killed, and 
thirty-fix wounded f . The other troops which compofed lord Corn- 
wallis's divifion of the army followed the guards in fucceffion ; and, 
as foon as the whole had landed, lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, with 
the cavalry, and the twenty-third regiment, was fent in purfuit of 
the militia. Upon his march, receiving intelligence that the place 
appointed for their rendezvous was at Tarrant's Tavern, about ten 
miles diftant, he left behind the twenty-third regiment, which took 
poft about five miles from Beattie's Ford, and, for the fake of dif- 
patch, proceeded with the cavalry only. About five hundred of the 
militia, from different fords, were affembled, when he reached the 
place of their rendezvous, and appeared not unprepared to receive 
him. Tarleton, neverthelefs, refolved to attack them, and ani- 
mating his men with a flinging recolleftion of the a<9:ion at the 
Cowpens, made a furious charge upoA the enemy, broke through 
their centre, killed near fifty:): upon the fpot, and quickly difperfcd 
the whole. The gallantry of the guards in paffing the broad river 
Catawba, in the face of the enemy, and the fubfequent rout and 
difperfion of the militia, firft at the ford, and afterwards by Tarle- 
ton, at Tarrant's Tavern, made fuch an impreffion on the inha- 

♦ Licutenant-coloncI Hall was killed in afccnding the bank, after he had croffcd the river. 

f The following accidents happened to the horfes of the general oflScers in paifing the 
river : —Lord Cornwallis's horfc was fliot in the water, but did not drop till he reached the 
fhore. General Leflie's horfci Verc carried by the rapidity of the flream fomc diftance down 
the river, until his groom got upon a rock and held them. Brigadier O'Hara's horfc roUed 
tovcr with him in the water : The brigadier, ho doubt, was thoroughly wet from this accident, 
but received no other ix^ury. 

% This is Tarletoh's account,' page 4 26 of his Campaigns ; but a Britifli officer, who rode 
t>ver the ground not long after the iadion, relatet, ;^t he did not fee ten dead bodies of the 

provincials in the whole. • . . ' 

Vol. II. U u bitants, 
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^ vT^ ^' bitants, that although the country between the Catawba and the 
v^,-^— J Yadkin was deemed the moft hoftile part of North Carolina, the 
army in its progrefs to the laft of thefe rivers met with no farther 
moleftation from the militia. 

General Greene had hoped, by guarding the fords with the light 
troops under Morgan, aflifted by the militia, to prevent lord Corn- 
wallis from pafling, until the other divifion of the American army, 
under Huger and Williams, fliould have time to come up. But the 
Britifh general, by forcing a paffage in the manner already related^ 
quickly put an end to his hopes. The guards ftationed at the di& 
ferent fords were accordingly withdrawn; and the light troops undep 
Morgan began a precipitate retreat towards the Yadkin. 
J*^obcd ^^^ ^^^^^ divifion of the Britifh army, under colonel Webfter, 
dmfi ^ ""f^h P^^^^ ^^ Catawba at Beattie's Ford, in the courfe of the day, and 
army under at night joined lord Cornwallis's divifion, about five miles from the 
fter, purfues ford, ou the road to Salifbury. Early the next morning the Britiflx 
fan! ' troops marched in purfuit of Morgan; but the celerity of his move- 

ments bafHed all their efforts. He reached the trading ford on the 
Yadkin in the night between the fecond and third of February, and 
with the affiftance of all the boats and flats that could be colleSed^ 
completed the paffage of his corps, with their baggage, by the 
following evening, except only a few waggons left under an 
cfcort of rifle-men. The rifle-men, after a flight refiftance, fled 
under cover of the night, and their waggons were of courfe 
taken. 

The American cavalry had paffed by the ford of the river ; but 
a heavy rain that fell during the day, rendered the river unfordable 
by the next morning : The fame rain, by fwelling the creeks, and 
increafing the badnefs of the roads, had alfo retarded general O'Hara 
on his march ; and thus Morgan's detachment, .from fortunate inci- 
denta, bad another hairbreadth efcape. 

AU 
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All the boats and flats having been fecured by Morgan on the ^ ^^ '• 
other fide of the riveri the river itfelf being unfordable, and conti- u ■^- - ^ 
nuing to rife, and the weather ftill appearing unfettled, lord Corn- 
wallis determined to march up the weftern banks of the Yadkin^ 
and pafs by the fliallow fords near its fource. All hopes of prevent- 
ing the jundion of the two divifions of the American army were 
now at an end ; but ftill another objed, not lefs efTential, remained, 
which the new line of direction of the march was calculated to 
favour. This was, to get between the American army and Virginia, 
to which province it was obvious general Greene meant to retreat, 
rather than hazard an adion with his prefent numbers. As much, 
therefore, as it was the intereft of general Greene to fecure his re- 
treat, and avoid an ad^ion, fo much was it that of the Britifh com- 
mander to intercept him, and compel it, before he was joined by 
his reinforcements. The lower fords, upon the river that feparates 
North Carolina from Virginia, were reprefented to be impaflable in 
the winter feafon, and the ferries to be fo diftant that a fufficient 
number of flats could not be colleded to tranfport the American 
army in any convenient time. Lord Cornwallis, mifled by this in- 
formation, direded his march to the upper fords upon the Dan, in . 
order to intercept Greene's retreat, by the only route which at 
/that feafon of the year was reprefented to be pra£licable# 

In the mean time the two divifions of the American army formed A junaion 

forincd be* 

a jundion at Guildford Court-houfe. A council of war was held: twceothctwo 
And by their advice a retreat into Virginia, without hazarding an the American 
action, was finally refolved upon. In order the more eafily to *"°^' 
effedl this, a light army was formed of the beft of the American 
troops, amounting in the whole to about fcven hundred men, who . 
were direded to manoeuvre in front of th« Britifli line of march, 
whilft the : reft of the army, with the baggage, proceeded by the 
neareft route to Boyd's Ferry, on the Dan. Orders were fent for- * 

U u 2 ward 
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^ vrf" ^' ward to prepare every thing neceflary for facilitating the paflagc, 

V— ^^ 1 whilft general Greene marched on with all poffible difpatch. At laft 

he reached the Dan, and fo much had lord Cornwallis been mifm- 
formed as to the means of paffing the river, that the American 
troops, both the main and the light army, with their baggage, in- 
ftead of meeting with any difficulty or delay, were pafled over with 
cafe, at Boyd's and Irwin's Ferries, in the courfe of a fingle day, 
Greene^ '^^ fourteenth of February. The light army, which was the laft in 
driven out of croffing, was fo clofely purfued, that fcarcely had its rear landed, 
lina. when the Britifli advance appeared on the oppofite banks ; and in 

the laft twenty-four hours it is faid to have marched forty miles. 
The hardfhips fufFered by the Britifli troops, for want of their tents 
and ufual baggage, in this long and rapid purfuit, through a wild and 
unfettled country, were uncommonly great ; yet fuch was their ar- 
dour in the fervice, that they fubmitted to them without a murmur, 
from the hope of giving a decifive blow to the American army, 
before it croffed the Roanoke, And that the latter efcaped without 
fufiering any material injury, feems more owing to a train of for- 
tunate incidents, judicioufly improved by their commander, than to 
any want of enterprife or adivity in the army that purfued. Yet 
the operations of lord Cornwallis, during the purfuit, would pro- 
bably have been more efficacious, had not the unfortunate affiiir at" 
the Cowpens deprived him of almoft the whole of his light troops. 
The royal Lord Ck)rnwallis, having thus driven general Greene out of the 

crcacd at province of North Carolina, returned by eafy marches from the 
SS" ^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^" ^^ Hillfljorough, where he ereded the king's 
ftandard, and invited by proclamation all loyal fubjeds to repair to 
it, and take an aftive part in affifting him to reftore order and con- 
flitutional government. The loyalifts in North Carolina were origin- 
ally more numerous than in any of the other colonies: But the 
misfortunes confequent on premature rifings had confiderably 

thinned 
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thinned them. Some had fuffered, others had left the country and 
joined the king's troops to the fouthward, and thofe who remained 
were become cautious from the recolle£tion of paft mifcarriages. 
Their fpirits may be faid to have been broken by repeated perfecutions. 
Still, however, the zeal of fome was not repreffcd ; and, influenced 
by them, confiderable numbers were preparing to afTemble, when ge- 
neral Greene, alarmed with the intelligence of their motions, and 
the prefumed eflfedt of lord Cornwallis's proclamation, and being, 
about the fame time, reinforced with fix hundred Virginia militia, 
under general Stevens, took the refolution of again croffing the 
Dan, and re-entering North Carolina. Even with this addition to General 
his numbers, he had no intention of hazarding an adkion ; but he croffing^le" 
fotefaw that his return into the province would check the rifing ^^"Nonh*^ 
fpirit amongft the loyalifts ; and he hoped, by means of his light Carolina. 
troops, to interrupt their communications with the royal army. 
Lieutenant-colonel Lee, with his legion, was detached acrofs the 
river on the twenty-firft of February, and the next day general 
Greene paflfed it with the reft of the army. 

A number of loyalifts being ready to aflemble, under a colonel 
Pyle, upon the branches of Haw River, lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, 
with the cavalry, and a fmall body of infantry, was detached to- 
wards that part of the country, to give countenance to their rifing, 
and to afford them aflSftance and protection. The American colonel 
Lee, having alfo received intelligence of the propofed infurredtion, 
haftened with his legion towards the fame quarter, in order to 
counteract Tarleton's operations, and, if pofl[ible, intercept and 
crufti the loyalifts before their jundion with the Britiih troops. 
The loyalifts aflembled, and on the twenty-fifth of February were 
proceeding to Tarleton's encampment, unapprehenfive of danger* 
when they were met in a lane by Lee, with his legion. The loy- 
alifts, unfortunately miftaking the American cavalry for Tarleton*s 

dragoons. 
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CHAP, dragoons, allowed themfelves to be furrounded before they difco- 



vered their error. When at laft it became manifeft, they called out 
for quarter; but no quarter was granted; and between two and 
three hundred of them were inhumanly butchered, while in the adl 
of begging for mercy. Humanity fliudders at the recital of fo foul 
a mafTacre : But cold and unfeeling policy avows it as the moft 
effectual means of intimidating the friends of royal government. 
wdS^^' The country round Hillfborough being nearly exhaufted of pro* 
back from vifions, and this forward pofition being thought too diftant, after 

HiDfborough, i^» r m f rr r^ i 

and takes a the retum of general Greene s army, for atiordmg effecxual protec- 
ncwpo on. ^^^ ^^ ^^^ great body of loyalifts who refided between Haw and 
Deep Rivers, lord Comwallis thought it expedient to retire from 
Hillfborough, and take a new pofition between thefe rivers, fo as 
effedually to cover the country in his rear. This was accordingly 
done ; and the Britifh army, after pafling Haw River, encamped on 
AUamance Creek. The bulk of mankind being guided by external 
appearances, nothing could be more unfavourable to lord Corn- 
wallis's prefent views than this retrograde movement upon the ap- 
proach of general Greene's army. If the loyalifts were before cau- 
Effc6Uofthi8 tious and flow, they now became timid to an excefs, and dreaded 
mwmlnt. taking any adive meafure whatfoever in behalf of the king's go- 
vernment, more efpecially when they reflected on the difafter that 
had happened to colonel Pyle, whofe detachment was cut to pieces 
within little more than a mile of Tarleton's encampment. When lord 
Cornwallis, therefore, had retired beyond the Haw, he had too much 
reafon to complain that he found himfelf amongft irrefolute friends, 
and adjoining to inveterate enemies ; and that between the two he 
was fo deftitute of information that he had loft a very favourable 
opportunity of attacking the American army. 

It has been already flated that lord Cornwallis hoifted the royal 
ilandard, and ifTued a proclamation, at Hilliborough. As much has 

been 
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been faid upon this fubje<9:, as to lord Cornwallis's leaving Hiilf- 
borough before the period ftated in his proclamation had expired, 
and of the confequent diftrefs of the loyalifts, the author, who had 
the honour of being commiflary to the army under his lordftiip's 
command, not wifliing to fhrink from any refponfibility annexed 
to his fituation, feels it incumbent on him here to ftate a few fads. 
The author ever believed, and is well founded in his aflertion, that 
one principal caufe of lord Cornwallis's leaving Hillfborough fo foon 
as he did, was in confequence of a written report being made by 
the author, as well as from feveral convcrfations held with lord 
Cornwallis upon the fubjed, dating the impoffibility of fupporting 
his majefty's army at Hillfborough. There being few cattle to be had 
in its neighbourhood, and thofe principally draught oxen, lord 
Cornwallis had promifed that they fliould not be flaughtcred but in 
cafe of abfolute neceflity ; but that neceflity did exift, and compelled 
the author to direft that feveral of the draught oxen fliould be 
killed. This meafure, although the effedk of neceflity, caufed much 
murmuring amongft the loyalifts, whofe property thefe cattle were. 
Moft of the cattle in the neighbourhood' of Hillfl)orough had been 
confumed by the Americans, who held a poft for a very confider- 
able time in that town. 

During the time the royal army held Hillfl)orough, the author's 
cattle-drivers were obliged to go a confiderable diftadce from the 
army for cattle, and even then brought in but a very fcanty fupply. 
Lord Cornwallis could not have remained as long as he did at Hillf- 
borough had it not been for a quantity of falt^beef^ pork, and 
fome hogs, found in the town. Such was the fltuatidn df the Bri« 
tifli army, that the author, with a file of men, was obliged to go 
from houfe to houfe, throughout the town, to take provifions from 
thie Inhabitants, many of whom were greatly diftrefled by this mea- 
fure, "wluch could be juftified only by extreme neceflity. .•. 

,,., As 
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^ vr^ ^* ^ ^^^^ Cornwallis retired, the American army advanced; and 

U -^— mj general Greene having pafled the Haw, near its fource, took poft 
1 781 

between Troublefome Creek and Reedy Fork ; but not thinking 

himfelf yet ftrong enough to rifque an adion, he changed his po- 
fition every night, in order to avoid the pojQTibility of it. The 
American light troops and militia were pofted upon the branches 
of Reedy Fork, whilft general Greene, with the main army, at fomc 
diftance, inclined towards Guildford Court-houfe. Whilft the-Amc- 
rican army lay in this fituation, lord Cornwallis, receiving intelli* 
gcnce that their light troops were carelefsly pofted, determined to 
beat up their quarters, and compel them to retire to a greater dif- 
tance; being at the fame time in hopes, if general Greene fhould 
move to their afliftance, that a favourable opportunity might offer 
for attacking him to advantage. Accordingly, early in the morn- 
ing of the fixth of March, the Britifli army paffed AUamance Creek, 
and marched towards Reedy Fork. Fortunately for the American 
light troops, they received information of the march of the Biitiih 
army, whilft it was yet at fome diftance, and haftily calling in their 
detachments, retired acrofs Reedy Fork. At Wetzeirs Mill, upon that 
creek, they attempted to make a ftand, but were quickly diflodged 
with confiderable flaughter by the brigade under lieutenant-colonel 
Webftcr. Greenie, inftead of marching to their afliftance, upon re- 
ceiving intelligence of the advance of the Britifli army, retreated 
over the Haw, in order to prefervc his communication with the 
roads by which he expe(Q:ed his fupplics and reinforcements* Thcfc 
were now faft approaching j and in a few days he vvas joined by 
another brigade of militia from Virginia under general L^wfon, two 
from North Carolina^ under generals Butler: ilnd Eaton,! :and a con- 
fiderable detachment of regulars raife<! for eighteen months. He 
had alfo been joined, fmce his laft return into North Carolina, 
by the militii from the fronitiexs under ddonbls GanpbeU :and 

3 Preftonj 
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Prcften ; fo that his numbers at this time probably exceeded five C H^A P. 
thoufand men. 

General Greene, thus powerfully reinforced, knowing that the 
time of fervice of the militia would foon expire, determined to 
avail himfelf of his prefent ftrength by offering battle to lord Com- 
wallis. Accordingly he again advanced, and, repaffing the Haw, 
moved forward to Guildford Court-houfe, within twelve miles of 
the Britifh army, which, fmce his laft retreat, had taken a new po- 
fition at the Quakers' Meeting-houfe in the Forks of Deep River. 

The near approach of general Greene, and all his other move- 
ments, fmce he was joined by his reinforcements, indicating an in- 
tention of no longer avoiding an aftion, lord Cornwallis embraced 
with much fatisfadlion the proffered opportunity of giving him 
battle. On the evening of the fourteenth of March, the baggage Vbxdu 
was fent off to Bell's Mill, upon Deep River, efcorted by lieutenant- 
colonel Hamilton, with his own regiment, one hundred infantry 
of the line, and twenty of Tarleton's cavalry ; and, at dawn the 
next morning, the reft of the army was put in motion towards 
Quildford Court-houfe. About four miles from Guildford the ad- Aaion near 
vanced guards of both armies met, and a fharp conflict enfued, between lord 
which was well fupported on both fides. Lieutenant-colonel Tarle- ^°™^^** 
ton commanded the Britifh advance, which confiAed of the cavalry^ Greene. 
the light-infantry of the guards, and the yagers ; that of the Ame- 
ricans was coHjimanded by lieutenant-colonel Lee, and was compofed 
of his legion, with fome mountaineers and Virginia militia. Lee 
behaved with great bravery, and maintained his ground with firm* 
nefs, until the appearance of the twenty-third regiment, advancing 
to fupport Tarleton, obliged the Americans to retire with precipi- 
tation. During the fkirmifh general Greene drew up his army on 
very commanding ground, in order of battle, which confifted of 
three lines. The two brigades of North Carolina militia, pofted be- 
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^ v/) ^' ^^^^ ^ fence In the (kirt of a wood, with open ground in front of 
-v-*.*^ their centre, and their two flanks extending into the woods, com- 
pofed his firft line : The Virginia militia, under Stevens and Law- 
fon, formed the fecond line, and were ported entirely in the wood, 
about three hundred yards in the rear of the firft: Two brigades of 
continental troops formed the third line, and were drawn up chiefly 
in open ground near Guildford Court-houfe, about four hundred 
yards in the rear of the Virginia militia. Colonel Wafhington, with 
the dragoons of the firft and third regiment, a detachment of con- 
tinental light-infantry, and a regiment of rifle-men under .colonel 
Lynch, formed a corps of obfcrvation for the fecurity of the right 
flank; and Lee, with his legion, a detachment of light-infantry, 
and a corps of rifle-men, was appointed to the fame fervice on the 
left. 

As fooli as the head of the Britiih column appeared in fight of 
the firft line of the Americans, a cannonade was begun from two 
fix-pounders, pofted upon the road in their centre, which was im- 
mediately anfwered by the royal artillery under lieutenant Macleod^ 
and, whilft this cannonade continued, the Britifli commander, with 
the utmoft difpatch, made his difpofition for the attack, which was 
in the following order : The feventy-firft regiment, with the re- 
giment of Bofe, led by general Leflie, and fupported by the firft 
battalion of the guards^ under colonel Norton, formed the right of 
the Bririfli line ; and the tiventy-third and thirty-third regiments, 
led by lieutenant-colonel Webfter, and fupported by brigadier- 
gen oral O'Hara, with the grenadiers and fecond battalion of the 
guards, formed the left. The light infantry of the guards, with 
tlie yagers, pofted on the left of the artillery, and the cavalry in 
column behind it on the road, formed a corps of obfervatioo. 

This difpofitjon being made, the fine received orders to advance, 
and moved forward with that fteady and guarded, but firm and de- 
termined. 
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termined, refolution which difcipline alone can confer. It has been 
remarked by an eye-witnefs *, that " the order and coolnefs of 
" that part of Webfter's brigade which advanced acrofs the open ^'^ 
" ground, expofed to the enemy's fire, could not be fufficiently 
" extolled.'* At the diftance of one hundred and forty yards they 
received the enemy's firft fire, but continued to advance unmoved. 
When arrived at a nearer and more convenient diftance, they deli- 
vered their own fire, and rapidly charged with their bayonets: 
The enemy did not wait the (hock, but retreated behind their fe- 
cond line. In other parts of the line the Britilh troops behaved 
with equal gallantry, and wer6 not lefs fuccefsful. The fecond line 
of the enemy made a braver and ftoutcr refiftance than the firft, 
Pofted in the woods, and covering themfelves with trees, they kept 
up for a confiderable time a galling fire, which did great execution. 
At length, however, they were compelled to retreat, and fall back 
upon the continentals. In this fevere conflidl the whole of the Bri- 
tifti infantry were engaged : General Leflie, from the great extent 
of the enemy's front, reaching far beyond his right, had been very 
early obliged to bring forward the firft battalion of the guards^ ap- 
pointed for his referve, and form it into line : And lieutenant-colo- 
nel Webfter, finding the left of the thirty-third regiment expofed 
to a heavy fire from the right wing of the enemy, which greatly 
out-flanked him, changed its front to the left ; and the ground be- 
come vacant by this movement was immediately occupied by ge- 
neral O'Hara, with the grenadiers, and fecond battalion of the 
guards. Webfter, moving to the left with the thirty-third regi- 
ment, fupported by the light-infantry of the guards, and the yagers, 
routed and put to flight the right wing of the enemy, and in his 
progrefs, after two fevere ftruggles, gained the right of the conti- 
nentals J but the fuperiority of their numbers, and the weight of 

5 Lieuteoant-colond Tarleton, p. 273 of hii Campaigni« 
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^ XLL ^ ^^^^ ^^^» obliged him, feparated as he was from the reft of the 
^ — ^f"^ Britifli line, to re-crofs a ravine, and occupy an advantageous pofi- 
tion on the oppofite bank, until he could hear of the progrefs of 
the king's troops on the right. The Britifli line, being fo much 
extended to the right and left, in order to fliew a front equal to the 
enemy, was unavoidably broken into intervals in the purfuit of the 
Jfirft and fecond American lines ; fome parts of it being more ad- 
vanced than others, in confequence of the different degrees of re- 
fiftance that* had been met with, or of other impediments arifing 
from the thicknefs of the woods, and the inequality of the groimd* 
The whole, however, {till moved forward j and the fecond batta^ 
lion of the guards, commauded by the honourable lieutenant-colo* 
nel Stuart, was the firft that reached the open ground at Guildford 
Court-houfe. Impatient to fignalize themfelves, they immediately- 
attacked a body of continentals, greatly fuperior in number, that 
was feen formed on the left of the road, routed them and took their 
cannon, being two fix-pounders; but, purfuing them with too 
much ardour and impetuofity towards the wood in their rear, were 
thrown into confufion by a heavy fire received from a body of coii» 
tinentals, who were yet unbroken, and being inftantly charged by 
Wafliington's drj^oons, were driven back with great flaughter, and 
the lofs of the cannon that had been taken* Lieutenant Macleod, 
advancing along the road with the royal artillery, had by this time 
reached the open ground. By a fpirited and well-dired:ed cannonade 
he checked the purfuit of the Americans: Fortunately alfo, the 
feventy-firft regiment, belonging to general Leflie's divifion, was 
feen emerging from the woods on the right, and the twenty-third^ 
not long afterwards, made its appearance on the left. To the right 
and left of thefc regiments, general 0*Hara, although feverely 
wounded, rallied with much gallantry and great expedition, the re?- 
mains of the fe.coiid batjt^liQA Qf the guaf ds ; and the Americans 

were 
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were qulcldj repulfed and put to flight, with once more the lofs of C H a p. 

the two fix-pounders : Two other fix-pounders were alfo taken, v.— -v^ 

1*981 
being all the artillery which they had in the field, and two ammu- 
nition waggons. The feventy-firft pufhed forward to an eminence 
at the Court-houfe, on the left flank of the continentals. Lieute- 
nant-colonel Webfter again advanced acrofs the ravine, defeated the 
corps that was oppofed to him, and connected himfelf with the 
centre of the Britifh line. The continentals of the American army 
being now driven from their ground, as well as the militia, a gene- 
ral retreat took place; but it was conduced with order and regu- 
larity. The twenty-third and feventy-firft regiments, with part of 
the cavalry, were at firft fent in purfuit of the enemy, but afterwards 
received orders to return. It is probable that, as the Britifh com- 
mander became more acquainted with all the circumijtances of the 
a£kion, and the number of the killed and wounded, he found it ne- 
ceflary to countermand his orders, «id defift from the purfuit. The 
a£t'ion being now ended in the centre aad on the left of the Britifh 
line, a firing was flilLlipftr^on the right, where general Leflie, with 
the firft battalion of the guards, and the regiment of Bofe, had 
been greatly impeded in advancing by the exceffive thicknefs of the 
woods, which rendered their bayonets of little ufe. The broken 
corps of the enemy were thereby encouraged to make frequenc 
ftands, and to'throw in an irregular fire; fo that this part of the 
Britifli line was at times warmly engaged in front, flank, and rear, 
with fome of the enemy that had been routed in the firft attack, 
and with part of the extremity of their left wing, which, by the 
clofcnefs of the woods, had been paffed unfeen* 

At one period of the aftion the firft battalion of the guards was 
completely broken. It had fuffered greatly in afccnding a woody ^ 
height to attack the fecond line of the Americans, ftrongly pofted 

upon 
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C XT T^ ''* upon the top of it, who, availing themfelves of the advantages of 
*^— -v-'iN-r their fituation, retired, as foon as they had difcharged their pieces, 
behind the brow of the hill, which protefted them from the fhot of 
the guards, and returned, as foon as they had loaded, and were 
again in readinefs to fire. Notwithftanding the difadvantage under 
which the attack was made, the guards reached the fummit of the 
eminence, and put this part of the American line to flight : But na 
fooner was it done, than another line of the Americans prefented> 
itfelf to view, extending far beyond the right of the guards, and icN 
dining towards their flank, fo as almofl to encompafs them. The ranka 
of the guards had been thinned in afcending the height, and a num^' 
ber of the officers had fallen : Captaixi Maitland, who at this dme 
vecelved a wound, retired to the rear, and having had his wound 
dreifed, returned immediately to join the battalion of guards to 
which he belonged. Some of the men, too, from fuperior exer* 
tions, had reached the fummit of the eminence fooner than others; 
fo that the battalion was not in regular order when it received the 
fire of the third American line. The enemy's fire being repeated 
and continued, and, from the great extent of their line, being^ 
poured in not only on the front but flank of the battalion, com*^ 
pleted its confufion and diforder, and, notwithflanding every exer- 
tion made by the remaining officers, it was at laft entirely broken* 
Fortunately, at .this time, the Heffian regiment of Bofe, com* 
manded by lieutenant-colonel de Buiy, which had hitherto fuflTered 
but little, was advancing in firm and compadi order on the left of 
the guards, to attack the enemy. Lieutenant-colonel Norton thought 
the fortunate arrival of the regiment of Bofe prefented a favourable 
opportunity for forming again his battalion, and requefted the 
Heffian lieutenant-colonel to wheel his regiment to the right, and 
cover the guards, whilft their officers endeavoured to rally thern^ 
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The requefl: was immediately and moft gallantly complied with ; 
and, under the cover of the fire of the Heflians, the exertions of 
lieutenant-colonel Norton, and his few remaining officers, were at 
laft fuccefsful in reftoring order. The battalion, being again formed, 
inftantly moved forward to join the Heffians : The attack was re- 
newed, and the enemy were defeated. But here the labours of this 
part of the line did not yet ceafe. No fooner had the guards and' 
Heffians defeated the enemy in front, than they found it neceffary 
to return and attack another body of them that appeared in the rear; 
and in this manner were they obliged to traverfe the fame ground 
in various directions, before the enemy were completely put to the 
rout. The firing heard on the right, after the termination of the 
adion in the centre, and on the left, induced lord Cornwallis to de- 
tach Tarleton, with part of the cavalry, to gain intelligence of what 
was doing in that quarter, and tO know whether general Leflie 
wanted affiflance. But before Tarleton's arrival on the right, the 
afiair was over, and the Britifh troops were (landing with ordered 
arms j all refiftance having ceafed on the part of the Americans, 
except from a few hardy rifle-men, who, lurking behind trees, oc- 
cafionally fired their pieces, but at fuch a diftance as to do no mif- 
chief. Thefe Tarleton, when requefted, readily undertook to dif- 
perfe with his cavalry, and ru{Ling forward under cover of a ge- 
neral volley of mufquetry from the guards and the regiment of 
Bofe, quickly performed what was expeded of him. In this affiiir 
Tarleton himfelf received a flight wound, but the refl: of his corps 
returned unhurt. Thus ended the hard-fought adion at Guildford 
Court-houfe. 

In this battle the Britifli troops obtained a vidory mofl: honourable 

and glorious to themfelves, but in its confequences of no real advantage 

to the caufe in which they were engaged. They attacked and defeated 

2 an 
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C 5^ P* an army of more than three times their own number*, not taken 
u - v^" "i^ by furprife, but formed in regular order of battle and ready to en- 
gage ; an army too, that is allowed on all hands to have been 
ftrongly and judicioufly pofted, on ground chofen with care, and 
moft excellently adapted to the nature of the troops that occupied it. 
The refiftance of the enemy was in proportion to the advantages 
they poflefled ; nor did they yield but with extreme relu£tance. 
Even the militia, encouraged by their pofition, fought with bravery, 
and greatly weakened the Britifli line before it reached the conti- 
nentals. The Virginia militia, who compofed the fecond American 
line, did not quit their ground, it is faid, until their commander, 
feeing them no longer able to withftand the attack of regular troops, 
and ready to be overpowered, gave orders for a retreat. A vidory 
atchieved under fuch difad vantages of numbers and ground, was of 
the moft honourable kind, and placed the bravery and difcipline of 
the troops beyond all praife ; but the expence at which it was ob- 
tained rendered it of no utility. Before the provincials finally retreat- 
ed, more than one third of all the Britifh troops engaged had fallen* 
The whole lofs, according to the official returns, amounted to five 
hundred and thirty-two : Of thefe ninety-three were killed in the 
aftion, four hundred and thirteen were wounded, and twenty-fix 
miffing. Amongft the killed were the honourable lieutenant-colonel 

• By the return of the adjutant of the day it appears that the Britifh troops engaged in the 
a^ion amounted to 1445* The cavalry are not included in this return, and indeed they were not 
engaged, eitcept for an inflant on the right, aftei the adiion in the centre and on the left was 
over. The Americans were generally fuppofed to amount to 7000 men ; and a letter, found 
in the pocket of one of their ferjcants that was flain, fpecifies 7000 to be the number of their 
army : But Gordon, in his Hiftory, who aj^ears to have taken their numbers from official 
documents, dates them to be 1490 continentals, and 2753 militia; in all, 4243 foot foldiera 
and 200 cavalry. But he feems not to have included the back woodfmen under CampbeB 
and Prefton; fo that their whole number probably exceeded^ooo men* 

6 Stuart 



AMERICAN WAR. 345 

Stuart of the guards, lieutenant 0*Hara of the royal artiller}'-, CHAP. 

brother of the brigadier, lieutenant Robinfon of the twenty-third \.^.-v--^ 

regiment, enfign Talbot of the thirty-third, and enfign Grant of ^'^ ^' 

the feventy-firft; and amongft the wounded brigadiers-general 

O'Hara and Howard; lieutenant-colonels Webfter and Tarleton; 

captains Swanton, Schutz, Maynard, Goodricke, lord Dunglafs, 

Maitland, Peter, Wilmoulky, and Eichenbrodht ; lieutenants Salvin, 

"Winyard, Schwener, and Graife ; enfigns Stuart, Kelly, Gore, 

Hughes, and De Trott; and adjutants Colquhoun and Fox. 

The lofs of the Americans in this adion has been varioufly efti- 

mated, and does not appear ever to have been fully afcertained. If 

we are to credit their official returns, their whole lofs in killed and 

wounded, as well of militia as continentals, did not exceed two 

hundred and fifty men. But, by lord Cornwallis's difpatches, it 

appears that between two and three hundred of their dead were 

found upon the field after the adion ; and if we proportion their 

wounded according to the number of the flain, their whole lof*; 

in killed and wounded muft have greatly exceeded that of the Bri- 

tifh troops. Tlic number of thofe who were miffing, according to 

their own returns, was confefledly great ; but as the Britifh troops 

took but few prifoners, it is probable that the greateft part of the 

miffing confifted of militia, who, efcaping from the adion, fled to 

their own houfes, and did not afterwards return *. 

The 

• We (hall here relate an anecdote refpefting the late captain Maynard of the guards. He was 
naturally of a cheerful difpofition and great hilarity, and in feveral adions, during the courfc 
of the war, he had (hewn great gallantry ; but a certain prefentiment of his fate on the day of 
the adion at Guildford po(rc(red his mind, which prefentiment was too fatally reaHzcd.— — 
While the troops were mwching on to form the lioe of battle, he became gloomy, and gave 
way to defpondency. Not lefs than two or three different times did he tell colonel Norton, who 
commanded the battalion, that he felt himfelf very uncomfortable, and did not like the bufir 
nefs at all. Coluncl, now the honourable major-general, Norton, endeavoured to laugh him 
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CHAP. The wounded of both armies were coUedled by the Britifh as 
expeditioufly as poflGble after the adlion : It was, however, a fer* 
vice that required both time and care, as from the nature of the 
aftion they lay difperfed over a great extent of groimd. Every 
alliftance was furnifhed to them, that in the prefent circumftances of 
the army could be afforded ; but, unfortunately, the army was de- 
ftitute of tents, nor was there a fuflScient number of houfes near the 
field of battle to receive the wounded. The Britifh army had 
marched feveral miles on the morning of the day on which they 
eame to adtion. They had no provifions of any fpecies whatever 
on that day, nor until between three and four in the afternoon 
of the fucceeding day, and then but a fcanty allowance, not 
exceeding one quarter of a pound of flower, and the fame 
quantity of very lean beef. The night of the day on whichr 
the a£tion happened was remarkable for its darknefs, accom- 
panied with rain, which fell in torrents. Near fifty of the 
wounded, it is faid, finking under their aggravated miferies^ 
expired before the morning. The cries of the wounded and dying 
who remained on the field of adtion during the night exceed alL 
defcription* Such a complicated fcene of horror and difbrefs, it is 
hoped, for the fake of humanity, rarely occurs, even in a military 
life Had lord Cornwallis had with him at the adion at Guildford 
Court-houfe, thofe troops that were loft by colonel Tarleton at the 
Cowpens, on the fifteenth of March 1781., it is not extravagant ta 

out of his melancholy ideas, but in. vain ;. for even after the cannonade began he reiterated the 
forebodings of what he conceived was to happen. Early in the adlion he received a wound in. 
the leg ; unable to proceed, he requefted Mr. Wilfon, the adjutant of the guards, to lend hini;. 
his horfe, that he might ride on with the battalion,, and when in the a6t of mouotiog, another 
(hot went through his lungs, and incapacitated him from proceeding. After being conveyed, 
in a litter to Wilmington, and then lipgering;^ a few days,, he died of his wounds, greatly re-, 
grcttcd. 

fiip^offc 
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fuppofe that the American colonies might have been reunited to the CHAP, 
empire of Great Britain, u^ -,->. ^ 

Hiftory, perhaps, does not furnifh an inftance of a battle gained '^ '' 
under all the difadvantages which the Britifh troops, aflifted by a 
regiment of Heffians and fome yagers, had to contend againft at 
Guildford Court-houfe. Nor is there, perhaps, on the records of 
hiftory, an inftance of a battle fought with more determined perfe- 
verance than was fhewn by the Britifh troops on that memorable 
day. The battles of Crecy, of Poidiers, and of Agincourt, the 
glory of our own country, and the admiration of ages, had in each 
of them, either from particular local fituation, or other fortunate 
and favourable circumftances, fomething in a degree to counter- 
balance the difparity of numbers : Here time, place, and numbers, 
all united againft the Britifh. The American general had chofen 
his ground, which was ftrong, commanding, and advantageous ; 
he had time not only to make his difpofition, but to fend away his 
baggage, and every incumbrance. His cannon, and his troops, in 
numbers far exceeding the Britifh, were drawn out in readinefs to 
commence the aftion, when lord Cornwallis approached to attack 
him. 

General Greene, after paffing Reedy Fork Creek, three miles 
from the field of adion, halted for fome little time on the other fide 
to colled his ftragglers, and then retreated to the iron works on 
Troublefome Creek, about twelve miles farther. When the extent 
of the Britifh lofs was fully afcertained, it became too apparent that 
lord Cornwallis was not in a condition either to give immediate 
purfuit, or to follow the blow the day after the adion. Added to 
its other diftrefTes, the army was almoft deftitute of provifions t 
Under fuch circumftances, although a vidory had been gained, a 
retreat became necefTary towards that quarter from whence fupplies 
could be obtained^ About feventy of the wounded, not in a con^ 

y y %* ditioil 
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^ XIJ ^' dition to travel, were left at the Quakers' Meeting-houfe, under the 
protedlion of a flag of truce ; and on the third day after the adion, 



1781. 



lord Cornwallis began to retire, by eafy marches, towards Crofs 
Creek *. 



• Lord Cornwallis was greatly difappointed in his expectations of being joined by the loy- 
alifls. Some of them indeed came within the lines, but they remained only a few days. 
I (hall here relate an anecdote conne^ed with this fubjed, and in itfelf not a little interefling : 
The commiflary, who confidered it as his duty not only to furnirti proviftons to the army, but 
alfo to learn the difpofition of the inhabitants^ fell in about this time with a very fenfible man^ 
a Quaker, who, being interrogated as to the ftate of the country, replied. That it was the 
general wifh of the people to be reunited to Britain ; but that they had been fo often de- 
ceived in promifes of fupport, and the Britifh had fo frequently relinquifhed pods, that the peo- 
ple were now afraid to join the Britifh army, left they fhould leave the province, in which cafe 
the refentment of the revolutioners would be exercifed with more cruelty ; that although the 
men might efcape, or go with the army, yet, fuch was the diabolical conduft of thofe people, 
that they would infllft the fevereft puniftiment upon their families. " Perhaps," faid the 
Quaker, " thou art not acquainted with thecondudt of thy enemies towards thofe who wifh 
" well to the caufe thou art engaged in. There are fome who have lived for two, and evea 
" three years in the woods, without daring to go to their houfes ; but have been fecretly fup- 
" ported by their families. Others, having walked out of their houfes, under a promife of 
" being fafe, have proceeded but a few yards before they have been fhot. Others have 
*' been tied to a tree and feverely whipped. I will tell thee of one inftance of cruelty : A 
" party furroundcd the houfe of a loyalift ; a few entered ; the man and his wife were in bed ; 
" the hufband was fhot dead by the fide of his wife." The writer of this replied, that thofe 
circumftances i^*ere horrid 5 but under what government could they be fo happy as when en- 
joying the privileges of Englifl)mcn ? " True," faid the Quaker, " but the people 
** have experienced fuch diftrefs, that 1 believe they would fubmit to any government in the 
" world to obtain peace." The commifTary, finding the gentleman to be a very fenfible, in- 
telligent man, took great pains to find out his charaAcr. Upon inquiry, 4ie proved to be a 
man of the moft irreproachable manners, and well known to fome gentlemea of North Caro- 
lina, then In our army, and whofe veracity was undoubted. But a few days after this, the 
army had a ftrong proof of the truth of what Mr. — , who ftill refidcs in North Caro- 
lina, and for that reafcu muft not be mentioned by name, had faid. The day before the Britifh 
army reached Crofs Cr^tk, a man bent with age joined it : He had fcarccly the appearance 
of being human ; he w tc the fkin of a racoon for a hat, his beard was fome inches long, and 
he was fo thin, that he i^c.V.d s^ if he had made his efcape from Surgeon s-haU. He wore ne 
Ihirt, his whole dref& being fklns of different animals. On the morning after, when this difr 
trefTcd man c^me to draw his provifions, Mr. Brioe, the deputy mufter-mnfter-general of the 
provincial forces, and the coramiffary, aiked him feveral queftion^. He faid, that he had lived 

f« 
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for three years in the woods, under ground ; that he had been frequently fought after by the CHAP. 
Americans, and was certain of inftant death whenever he (hould be taken ; that he fupported XLL 

himfelf by what he got in the woods; that acorns ferved him as bread; that tliey had, from x78x. 

long ufe, become agreeable to him ; that he had a family, fomc of whom, once or twice in a 
year, came to liim in the woods ; that his only crime was being a loyalifl, and having given 
offence to one of the republican leaders in that part of the country where he ufed to live. 
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Proclamation by Lord Cornwallis — The Briti/h Army arrives in the 
Vicinity of Wilmington — General Greene marches againji Lord 
Rawdon at Camden — Embarrajfment of Lord Cornwallis — Lord 
Cornwallis determines to march through North Carolina into Vir^ 
ginia — Lord Rawdon refolves to attack the Camp of General 
Greene at Hobkirk's Hill — Fort Watfon furrenders to the Ame^ 
ricans — A Detachment under Colonel Watfon joins Lord Rawdon 
at Camden — Lord Rawdon^ after various Efforts to bring General 
Greene to an Engagement, retires from Camden — and proceeds to 
Monk's Corner — Briti/h Outpojis reduced by the Americans— Au^ 
gujla furrendered to the Americans. 

HAP, PREVIOUSLY to the departure of the army from Wynnelbo- 
^-^- _j rough, lieutenant-colonel Balfour, who commanded at Oharlef- 

^*' town, had been direded to fend round by water a competent force 
to take pofleffion of Wilmington in North Carolina, and occupy it 
as a poft with which lord Cornwallis, in his progrefs to the north- 
ward, might open a communication, for the purpofe of obtaining 
fupplies. Major Craig, who was detached on this fervice, took 
pofleffion of Wilmington, after a flight refiftance from the enemy, 
about the end of January ; and although his force was fmall, by 
great labour and perfeverance he fortified his poft in a fliort time, fo 
as to fecure it agalnft infult, and by fome fuccefsful excurfions into 

3 the 
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the country had made himfelf refpedted. As Wilmington lies near ^ ^^ P* 
the mouth of Cape Fear River, and the fettlement of Crois Creek is v- "^- ^ 
ujpon a branch of the fame river, about one hundred miles higher 
up the country, lord Cornwallis hoped, that by marching to the laft 
of thefe places, where there was a friendly fettlement of highlanders, 
the army would be plentifully furnifhed with provifions, the fick 
and wounded with refrefhments proper for them, and that, by means 
of the river, a communication might be eafily opened with major 
Craig, for obtaining fuch other fupplies as the country did not 
afford, but which the army was now greatly in want o£ To thefe 
confiderations, another of fome importance muft alfo be added, that 
Crofs Creek was a centrical fituation for the junction of fuch friends 
of government as would be willing to ftand forth and affift in fup- 
preffing rebellion ; who would have time to make their arrange- 
ments for that purpofe, whilft the army halted for the recovery of 
the wounded. Impreffed with fuch fentiments, and ftill hoping to Pjwlamatlon 

^ by lord Corn* 

roufe the loyalifls to adion, lord Cornwallis, on the fame day on wallis. 
which he began his march from Guildford Court-houfe, iffued a 
proclamation, reciting his vidtorvj calling upon all loyal fubjedls to 
ftand forth and alfift in reftoring order and good government, and 
promifing protedion in their perfons and properties to all thofe who 
had taken part in the revolt (murderers excepted), who fliould be 
defirous of returning to their allegiance, and fliould actually furren- 
der themfelves, with their arms and ammunition, on or before the 
twentieth of April, with permiffion to return to their houfes, upon 
taking a military parole, and a promife of fpeedy reftoration to all 
the privileges of legal and conftitutional government. 

Lord Cornwallis, having iffued his proclamation, proceeded flowly 
towards Crofs Creek, as well for the convenience of the wounded, 
as the more eafy fubfiftence of the troops, where he arrived about 

the. 
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CHAP, the end of the month. 

tra<fi of country as far at Ramiay s 



1781. 



The Britifli 
army arn?e8 
in the 
vicinity of 
Wihnington. 



General Gr.ene followed through the fame 
Mill, on Deep River : And 
occafional fkirmiflies happened between the light troops, but nothing 
of moment between the two armies. 

Upon the arrival of the Britifh commander at Crofs Creek, he 
found himfelf difappointed in all his expcdlations : Provifions were 
fcarce: Four days forage not to be piocured within twenty miles; 
and the communication expeded to be opened between Crofs Creek 
and Wilmington, by means of the river, was found to be imprac- 
ticable, the river itfelf being narrow, its banks high, and the inha- 
bitants, on both fides, for a confiderable diftance, inveterately 
hoftile. Nothing therefore now remained to be done but to pro- 
ceed with the army to Wilmington, in the vicinity of which it ar- 
rived on the feventh of April. The fettlers upon Crofs Creek, 
although they had undergone a variety of perfecutions in con/e- 
quence of their previous unfortunate infurredions, flill retained a 
warm attachment to their mother-country, and during the fliort 
ftay of the army amongft them, all the provifions and fpirits that 
could be colleded within a convenient diilance, were readily brought 
in, and the fick and wounded plentifully fupplied with ufeful and 
comfortable refrefliments. 

During the march of the Britifli army to Wilmington, colonel 
Webfter of the thirty-third, captains Schutz and Maynard of the 
guards, and captain Wilmouflti and enfign de Trott of the regi- 
ment of Bofe, all of them officers of merit, died of the wounds 
received at Guildford Court-houfe. The firft is faid to have 
*' united all the virtues of civil life to the gallantry and pro- 
** feffional knowledge of a foldierf.'* So amiable and diftin- 



Tarleton^ p. 281. 
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guiflied a charader could not fail to be unlverfally refpeded , and CHAP, 
his death was lamented by the whole army *. u,. ^^- -» 

Lord Cornwallis being under the ncceffity of repairing to a fea- 
port town, to obtain ncceflary fupplies, particularly fhoes and 
clothing for the army, was apprehenfive left general Greene fhould 
return to South Carolina* Accordingly, feveral meflengers were dis- 
patched to lord Rawdon at Camden, to prepare him for fuch an 
event ; but unfortunately neither the meflengers nor their difpatches 
ever reached tkfc place of their deftination. 

Not long aftei: the arrival of earl Cornwallis at Wilmington, he General 
received information that what he apprehended as probable had ac- marches 
tually taken place ; and that general Greene, upon his return to the ^!^don at 
upper country, had taken the dired road to Camden, and was ^*°^^*°* 
inarching with the utmoft expedition to attack lord Rawdon. This ^ 
intelligence rendered the fituation of the Britifh commander more 
embarrafling than ever^ and left him only a choice of difiiculties, 
none of which were unaccompanied with hazard, nor eafy to be 

• The fympathetic manner in which lord ComwaUis comi^unicated to the reverend Dr. 
Webftcr, of Edinburgh, the intcfligence of his fon'a death, is at once a proof of his lordfhip't 
goodnefs of heart, his tender fenfibility, and of the high eftimation in which he held the 
deceafed. The following is a Copy of his Letter on that occaiion : 

•* Dear Sir, IWmtngton^jtprtlti^i^tt. 

** IT gives me great concern to undertake a talk which is not only a bitter renewal of my 
own grief, but muft be a violent (hock to an affe&ionate parent. 

** You have for your fupport, the affiftance of religion, good fenfe, and the experience of the 
uncertainty of human happinefs. You have for your fatisfadion, that your fon fell nobly iQ 
the caufe of his country, honoured and lamented by all his fellow-foldiers ; that he led a life 
of honour and virtue, which mud fecure him everlafting happinefs. When the keen fenfibility 
of the palGons be^s to fubflde, thefe confiderations will give you real comfort. 

^* That the Almighty may give you fortitude to bear this fevereft of trials, is the eameft 
wlih of your companion in affli£UoO| and moft faithful fervant, 

« CORNWALLIS." 
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wallis deter- 
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march 
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furmountcd. It was undoubtedly his wifli to afford fuccour to lorif 
Rawdon; but he knew that it was impofliSle for him, after the pro* 
grefs already made by general Greene, to arrive in time. The fate 
of lord Rawdon and his garrifon muft be determined long before 
the Britifh army could reach Camden ; and, fliould general Greene 
be fuccefsful, there was danger that he might have it in his power 
to hem up his lordfliip while oa his march between the great rivers, 
and, by cutting off his fubfiftence, render his arms ufelefs. On the 
other hand, if general Greene fliould be defeated, the return of the. 
Britifh army would be lefs neceffary. A meafure pregnant with fo 
much danger in the execution, and promifmg fo little advantage in 
the refult, was not to be haftily adopted : Yet fomething was ne-* 
ceffary to be done. The effedive force under his iQrdfhip, from, 
ficknefs, defertion, and the lofs fuftalned at Guildford. Cburt-houfe, 
was now reduced to fourteen hundred and thirty-five men^ a num- 
ber which he confidered as totally inadequate t& acting offenfively in 
North Carolina. To remain where he was would not only be ufe- 
lefs, but, as the heat of fummer increafed, endanger the health of 
the troops. To return to South Carolina by land would be accom-- 
panied with the hazards already mentioned'*j and to return by water 
would not only be difgraceful, but take up much time in waiting for 
the tranfports, and in the end probably be attended with the lofs of 
all the cavalry and horfes belonging to the army. Upon fuch a view 
of the fubjedt, his lordfhip determined to take advantage of general - 
Greene's abfence from North Carolina, to march through that pro^ 

• At this time colonel Tarleton propofed to lord Cornwallis that He might be permitted to 
march back through the country to Charlcftown with his cavalry; which propofition his lord- 
fhip very judicioufly reje£led. Colonel Tarleton, in his publication, has thought proper to 
ccnfure lord Cornwallis for not returning to South Carolina, inftead of going to Virginia. But 
olonel Tarleton, throughout his whole Hiftory, betrays great impatience to get rid of that 
burden of gratitude which was due to his lordfhip for pad benefits conferred on him without 
aoy extraordinary degree of merit. 

vincc 
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vince into Virginia, and join his force to a ftrong corps that had ^ ^ y"^ ^* 
been adting there from the beginning of the year, firft under briga- v^ -v— ^ 
dier-general Arnold, and afterwards under major-general Philips, in 
order to make a diverfion in favour of the Britifh operations in 
North Carolina, This movement, it was thought, might have a 
tendency to draw general Greene back to the northward, and feems 
to have been more readily adopted, as it was the opinion of earl 
Cornwallis, that vigorous meafures purfued in Virginia, and the 
redudlion of that province, if practicable, would be the moft 
efFedual means of fecuring thofe pofleffions that had been already 
recovered in the fouthern colonies, and of fubjefting fuch as re- 
mained to be fubdued. Earl Cornwallis, having finally determined 
to proceed to Virginia, began his march from Wilmington on the 
twenty-fifth of April, where he had remained juft eighteen days, to 
refrefti and refit his army. 

Thus we find that the vidory at Guildford drew after it fome, 
and it will afterwards appear that it was followed by all the confe- 
quences of fomething nearly allied to a decifive defeat. He was 
not joined by the loyalifts, who were ftill pverawed by the re- 
publicans. 

We muft now attend the motions of general Greene, who, in 
the mean; time, had entered South Carolina, and made his appear- 
ance before Camden. The amount of the force which he carried 
with iiim is very uncertain. The American accounts reprefent it to 
be nine hundred and thirty continental foldiers, and two hundred 
and fifty-foiir North Carolina militia ; but we are well informed that 
general Greene had in the adion above fifteen hundred continentals, 
and feveral corps of militia. The garrifon at Camden, under lord 
Rawdon, amounted to fomething more than eight hundred men. 
Some well-afFeded militia, that came from a diftance to offer their 
fcrvices in this fcafon of danger, were neceffarily, though reluc- 
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C H A P. tantly, difmifled, on account of a fcarcity of provifions ; but, by 
V— i^v— .^ arming every perfon already in the garrifon capable of bearing arms, 
even muficians and drummers, he muftercd an effedive force of 
about nine hundred men. General Greene, whatever his force 
might be, thought it infufficient for ftorming the BritiiQx works, or 
even regularly invefting them. After various changes of pofition 
he at length retired to Hobkirk's Hill, about two itxiles ffom the 
Britifh lines, and there encamped, with an intention, it was fuppofed, 
of waiting for the jundion of colonel Lee with his legion, and 
Marion with his militia, who were then ading at fohie diftance in 
the eaftern parts of the province. Whilft the American army lay 
at* Hobkirk*s Hill, information was brought to Camden that general 
' Greene had detached part of his militia to bring up his heavy bag- 

gage and cannon, which, for fome caufe or other, had been fent off 
fome days before : And as Lee and Marion had not yet joined, lord 
Rawdon thought this the proper time for an attack, in the abfence 
Lord Raw. of the militia, and before the poming up of the cannon. Accord- 
to attack the lugly, at nine in the morning of the twenty-fifth of April, he 
nwaf Grwnc marched out with all the force he could mufter, and by making a 
atHobkirk'e circuit, and keeping clofe to the edge of a fwamp, under cover of 
the woods, happily gained the left flank of the enemy undifcovered. 
In that quarter the American camp was the moft aflailable, becaufe 
there the afcent of the hill was the eafieft j but the impenetrable 
fwam.p that covered the approach -to it had freed the enemy from all 
apprehenfion of an attack on that fide. In this fancied ftate of fe- 
curity, the driving in of their piquets gave them the firft alarm of 
the advance of the Britifh army, which moved on to the attack in 
the following order : The fixty-third regiment, fupported by the 
Tolunteers of Ireland, formed the right j the king's American regi- 
ment, fupported by captain Robertfon's detachment, the left ; and 
the New York volunteers the centre of the Britiflx iinct The South 
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Carolina regiment and the cavalry were in the rear of the whole, ^ hap. 
and formed a corps of obfervation. ^ v--^'^ -/ 

The enemy, although apparently furprifed, and at firft in fome 
confufion, formed with great expedition, and met the .attack with 
refolution and bravery. Their firft line confifted wholly of conti- 
nental troops, the Virginia brigade being on the right, and the 
Maryland brigade on the left. Their artillery arrived juft as the 
aftion began, and was pofted in the centre. Their fecond line was 
formed entirely of militia. General Greene, after viewing the ad- 
vance of the Britifh troops, and the narrow front which they pre- 
fented, was fo confident of fuccefs, that, with a view of rendering 
it more complete, and hemming them in on every fide, he made an 
alteration in his firft difpofition. The right of the Virginia, and 
the left of the Maryland brigades, were ordered to take the Britifh 
troops in flank, whilft the remainder of thefe two brigades marched 
down the hill to attack them in front ; and in the mean time lieu- 
tenant-colonel Wafliington, with the cavalry, was detached to fall 
upon theif rear. Had thefe feveral attacks fucceeded, undoubtedly 
nothing but ruin awaited the Britifh army: But lord Rawdon, dif- 
covering the enemy's defign, quickly extended his front, by bring- 
ing forward the Irifh volunteers, and forming them into line. The 
Americans who defcended the hill in front, although they fought 
for fome time with great bravery, and were well fupported by a de- 
ftrudtive fire of grape-fhot* from their cannon, could not long with- 
ftand the impetuofity of the aflfailants. Being compelled to retire, 
they were purfued by the Britifh troops to the top of the hill. Lord 
Rawdon having gained the fummit of the eminence, and filenced 
the American cannon, which were immediately drawn oflT, was en- 
abled to bring the remainder of his force into adion, and at length 
put to rout the whole American army. The continentals feveral 
times rallied and returned to the chargei but were as often broke 

and 
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^ xiAi ^' ^^^ P^* *^ flight. In the mean time Wafhington with his dragoons, 

y ^r-.^ having got into the rear of the Britifh troops, had made a few 

' * ftragglers prifoners, and exacted paroles from fome Britifh officers 
who lay wounded in the field. When the event of the day turned 
out different from his expedtations, he was fortunate enough to dis- 
cover it juft in time to make good his retreat. Indeed, the Ame- 
ricans were fo greatly fuperior in cavalry, that lord Rawdon, after 
ordering a purfuit, did riot think fit to continue it farther than three 
miles. General Greene retreated to Rugeley's Mills, about twelve 
miles off, and there encamped. He was indebted to accident for 
the fafety of his cannon : In thc-beginning of the retreat they were 
run down a flcep, amongfl fome brufh-wood, which concealed them 
from the Britifh troops as they paffed in the heat of purfuit j and before 
their return they were carried off by Wafhington's cavalry. Accord- 
ing to accounts faid to be taken from lord Rawdon's flatement, 
the Afoericaas lofl in this a<a;ion upwards of five hundred men : 
Of thefe about one hundred were made prifoners, and the refl 
either killed or wounded. But general Greene eftimates his lofs 
much lower : He makes it amount only to eighteen killed, one 
hundred and eight wounded, and one hundred and thirty-fix miff- 
ing ; but at the fame time admits, not without fome degree of in- 
confiflency, that fome of the miffing were killed, and others wounded. 
It was a hard-fought aftion ; and the viftory was not bloodlefs on 
the part of the conquerors : Although thirty-eight only were killed, 
their whole lofs, including the wounded and miffing, amounted to 
two hundred and fifty-eight, a number which, in the prefent pe- 
rilous flate of the province, could not be well fpared. One officer 
only was amongfl the flain ; but eleven were wounded. 

Had lord Rawdon, inflead of marching out to meet the enemy, 
remained in his works, fuch was the fuperioricy of Greene, particu- 
Jarly in cavalry, that he inufl have reduced his lordfbip, in a fhort 

time, 
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tnne, to the neceflity of furrendering through want of provifions. 
The quick and marked decifion with which he adted on this, as he 
bad done on former occafions, formed a very general prefage that ' 
he was one day to rank with the great military commanders ; though 
fo amiable a diftin<3:ion is not to be attained without the happieft 
union of courage and genius. A military leader cannot be 
formed, like many other charaders^ of refpeftability in the ftate, by 
mere experience in the common courfe of bufmefs. At the fame 
time that he endeavours to control accidents by general maxims and. 
comprehenfive views, he muft vary his particular meafures with the 
varying moment of adion. In the midft of danger, and at a mo- 
ment's warning, he muft call to his aid all the refults of his paft 
experience and obfervations j banifh from his mind every extra- 
neous idea that fencer or cafual affociation might fuggeft to diftradt. 
his thoughts and miflead his judgment, and perceive, at a glance^ 
the {horteft and moft efFedual procefs for attaining his objedl. 

Upon the approach of the American army, a very general fpirit 
of revolt (hewed itfelf amongft the inhabitants of South Carolina, 
particularly in the diftrift of Ninety-fix, on the weftern frontier, 
and on the north-eaft in that traft of country which lies between 
the two great rivers Pedee and Santeei Even in Charleftown itfelf^ 
many of the inhabitants, although awed and reftrained by the pre- 
fence of the garrifon, gave evident figns of difafFedion. In the 
moft tranquil period of the province, Sumpter, on the north- weft 
frontier, and Marion in the north-eaft, had kept alive the embers of 
revolt, which, although at different times varioufly agitated, in 
confequence of the reftlefs difpofition of thofe partifans, were never- 
thelefs prevented from gaining ftrength by the afcendancy of the 
Britifti arms ; but they now burft forth into a flame, as foon as in- 
telligence arrived that general Greene had entered the. province. To 
encourage this fpirit of revolt amongft the inharbitants, and to make 

a di-. 
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C HA P. a diverfion in the north-eaft part of the province in favour of the 
v^ -^w— ^ attempt upon Camden, general Greene had detached lieutenant* 
colonel Lee, with his legion, from Deep River, to precede the army, 
and in conjun£tion with Marion, to attack fome of the Britifh pofts* 
Lee marched with fo much expedition, that a jundlion was formed 
April- between him and Marion on the fourteenth of April, and on the 
fifteenth, in purfuance of their orders, thej appeared before Fort 
Watfon, a Britifli poft on the Santee. Fort Watfon is fituated upon 
an eminence, about thirty feet above the level of the circumjacent 
plain. The eminence is an artificial mount, raifed by the Indians 
before they were difpofleffed of the country, and for fome diftance 
round it were no trees to fhelter the approch of an enemy. The 
garrifon was without artillery, and fo were the befiegers : Neither 
had the latter intrenching tools to affift them in making approaches* 
But the ingenuity of a colonel Maham quickly devifed a method of 
reducing the fort, as unexpefted as it was eflScacious. Under his 
diredtion a work upon an unufual plan was fpeedily cohftruded 
which overlooked the fort. Upon the top of this work American 
rifle-men were pofted, who fired at every one in the garrifon who 
ventured to make his appearance, and feldom miffed their aim: 
Preparations being made at the fame time for ftorming, the com- 
manding officer made overtures for capitulating upon honourable 
FoVt Watfon terms. Thefe were readily granted : And Fort Watfon was fur- 
the Ameri. rendered on the twenty-third of April. After this exploit, Lee and 
^*°** Marion receiving intelligence that colonel Watfon, with five hun- 

dred men, was on his march through that part of the country to 
reinforce lord Rawdon at Camden, took the refolution of endea- 
vouring to obflruiSt his progrefs. They accordingly feized the pafTes 
upon the different creeks and rivers in his way, and guarded then 
fo efiedually, that he found himfelf under the neceffity of returning 
down the Santee, and palfing it near its mouth. By this intemip- 

tioa 
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tion much time was loft, and many hardfliips were encountered CHAP. 

in marching through the fwamps and funken grounds: Colonel v— -^^ — .u 
Watfoo, however, perfevered, and proceeding up the fouth fide May. 

of the Santee, pafled it again, a little below the confluence of its two menrunder 

great branches the Congaree and Wateree, and arrived at Camden, colonel ^Yat. 

^ ' ^ ^ ' fon joins lord 

with his detachttjerit; qb the feventh of May. Rawdon at 

The viaory at Hobkirk's Hill, like that at Guildford Court- ^'"''^'°' 
^loufe, although mpfL honourable and glorious to the oflScers who 
commanded, and the troops that were engaged, produced no confe- 
quences beneficial to the Britifli intereft. The general difaffedion 
erf the province ftUl continued; the force under general Greene, 
although ^imiQifl^ed^ was yet refpedable ; and the American par- 
tifans were rapa diaa ever aflive in making predatory incurfions 
Mito various parts of the province^ aflauhing the weakeft Britiih 
pofts^ waylaying convpys of provifion,. aad interrupting the com- 
municatioa between Camden and QhArleftowft* Lord Rawdon, 
td^refore,.evcn in. the moment; of fuccefs, ftw ^ neceffity of. aban^ 
doning Camdeff, and coaira^iug. the Bcit^ ppfta within a nar- 
rower compafsk But: as. he was now jqiped hfy the reinjforcement 
imdec Watfon^ wjbich replaced the l.ofs- of naen fuftained in the 
a<aio% be gaUaatly rofolVed! ts) »ike one,- efFprt laore,. before he 
evacuated hia poft, to ftrJke a bloW' at general. G^pceije^ who, after* 
remaining fome days at Rugeley'a Mills to cplled hia ftragglers, 
paflTed the Wateree, and encamped behind Twenty-five Mile Creek, 
Lord Rawdon had good information, of. the najnre of the ground 
where Greene was encamp^il, aixd thoiiight, that by making a 
circuit, and getting into his rear, an attack, might be made wijth. 
great profped of fiicccfe. Accordingly,, with thi$ viqw he m^ched 
from Camden in the x^ght. fvww^ding tW d^y 00 which cQlonel 
Watfon arrivedk. But. gen««ia]: Qjteene Iwal l^ tt*^ time, decamped 
Vol, IL ;j A from 
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C n A p. from Twenty-five Mile Creek. Having received information of the 
v« — r-— ^ arrival of Watfon s corps, and concluding that lord Rawdon, thus 
' * reinforced, would immediately attempt to ftrike at him, he changed 
his pofition for another at a greater diftance, much ftronger, and 
more eafily defended. Intelligence of this movement being brought 
to lord Rawdon, while on his march, he proceeded along the 
diredt road to general Greene's new encampment, where lie arrived 
the next day. After driving in his piquets, and examining every 
point of his fituation, he found it too ftrong to be attempted with- 
out fufFering fuch a lofs as could not be compenfated by a viftory. 
Under fuch circumftances, his lordfhip relinquiflied his defign of at* 
tacking the American army, and on the fame day returned to Cam- 
Lord Raw- den. On the ninth of May fuch ftores were deftroyed as could 
rious cfforu not be removed, and on the tenth Camden was evacuated ; lord 
nera""^recnc R^i^don retiring by eafy marches towards Nelfon's Ferry, in order 
to an engage- |.q prjvg ^imc to as many of the loyal inhabitants, as chofe to accom- 

ment, i^etires ^ ^ ' ^ / 

from Cam- pany him, to carry ofF their effefts and moveable property. The 

proceeds Britifti army completed its pafTagc at Nelfon's Ferry, by the even- 

Coma-! * ^^S ^f ^^^ fourteenth, and from thence proceeded to Monk's 

Corner, for the greater fecurity of Charleftown, the garrifon of 

which, its works being at that time unfiniflied, was infufficient for 

its defence. In the mean time the enemy's detachments were too 

Britifh out- fuccefsful in reducing feveral of the Britifll outpofts. Fort Motte, 

by thrAmc- ^^ ^^^ Congaree, after a brave defence, was furrendered to Lee 

and Marion, on the eleventh of May: About the fame time, 

Sumpter poflefled himfelf of Orangeburgh ; and on the fifteenth 

Lee reduced Fort Granby. 

General Greene having fo far fucceeded in his views upon the 
north and north-eaft parts of South Carolina, and obliged lord 
Rawdon to retire to Monk's Corner, now turned his attention to 

the 
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the weftern frontier, and with equal facility hoped to reduce the ^ H A p. 

Britifli polls at Augufta in Georgia, and J<inety-fix in South v ^^-.^ 

Carolina. Orders had been previoufly difpatched to colonel 
Pickens to aflemble the militia of Ninety-fix; and immediately 
after Lee's fucccfs at Fort Granby, he, with his legion, was de- 
tached to join Pickens, and lay fiege to Augufta, whilft gene- 
ral Greene, with the main army, marched to inveft Ninety-fix. 
Lee having joined Pickens, their firft attempt was againft Fort 
Golphin, fituated on the banks of the Savannah, fome miles be- 
low Augufta, which was fpeedily reduced by a detachment from 
Lee's legion. The two commanders now advanced with their 
whole force againft Fort Cornwallis, at Augufta, and began to 
make regular approaches, and inveft it in form. At Augufta lieu- 
tenant-colonel Browne ftill commanded, and prepared to defend 
it with that fpirit and refolution which he had manifefted on a . 
former occafion, when befieged by colonel Clarke. Although the 
works of the befiegers were pufhed on wijth.vigpur, and their ap- 
proaches made with judgment, no advantage wa$ for a conftder- 
able time obtained over the vigilant and brave commander of the 
garrifon. But at length the fame mode of attack, the efficacy 
of which had been triqd at Fort W^atfon, was here alfo adopted 
.with fuccefs. Works were conftru^ed of a fufficient height to 
overlook the fort^ from whence rifle-men fired with fuch imerring 
aim, that the artillery-men were either killed or driven from their 
guns; and none of the garrifon could (hew themfelves. without 
being Ihot down. Neceffity,. therefore, at laft obliged colonel June. 
Browne to capitulate, and. the fort, after a gallant defence, was rcnl^rcdto^" 
furrcndercd on the fifth of June. SL^°^* 
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State of the Briti/lj Army at T^inety-fix — The Siege of tfniety-Jix 
raifed — *Lord Rawdon^ having arrived at Ninety-JiXy furfues Ge^ 
nerat Greene-^—Lord Rawdon, with Half his Force, marches to 
the Congaree— ^Retires to Orangehurgh — Ho/tHities fujpended 
by the intenfe Heat of the Seqfon — Lord Rawdon, on account 
of bis Healthy embarks for Europe — ABion between Colonel 
Stuart and General Greene, near the JEutaw Springs — Vidlory 
in this ASiion claimed by both Parties. 



CH A P. JN the meafi tiffie general Oreenie had laid fiege to Ninety-fix. 
v-.«v^l^ Nintety-fix took its naffie frbm being that nirtriber of miles 
^'' '* dlftarit from the town of Kecowee, in the Cherokee country, and, 
like other villages on the frontiers of the colonies, was originally fur- 
rounded with a ftockade for the protection of the inhabitants againft 
J . any fudden affault frdmthe Indians. After it came into the poffef- 
Britifh garri- fion of the Brififli troops, hi the year 1780; Tome other works were 
&K. added, the principal of which, called, from its form, the Star, wais 

on the right of the village. It was planned by lieutenant Haldane 
of the engineers, aid-duncamp to lord Cornwallis, and con^ 
. fifted of fixteen falient and re-entefin^ atigles, whh a dry ditch, 
fraife, and abbatis : But the whole of the Worries were in in Ainfi- 
nifhed ftate at the commencement of the fiege. 

When lord Rawdon found himfelf finder the neceffity of evacuating 
Camden^ and abandoning the upper country of South Carolina, he was 

well 
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weH aware of the danger of Ninety-fix, from the difficuky of fending C H A P. 
fuccours to fupport a poft at fuch a diftance; Repeated exprefles were u> ^y— ^» 
therefore fent to lieutenant-colonel Cruger,who commanded the garri- '*' *' 
fon, diredmg him to evacuate his poft, retire to Augufta^and, after join- 
ing his force with that under <:olonel Browne, and taking the com- 
mand of the whole, to adt according to his difcretion, and as cir- 
cumftances fhould point out. In cafe thiefe fhould fail, lord Raw- 
don had alfo taken the precaution of dire^ing lieutenant-colonel 
Balfour to ^ifpatch other meffengers from Charleftown with the 
like orders. But fo univerfal was the difaffedion of the inhabitants 
of the country, and fo well had they guarded all the roads and 
paths leading to Ninety-fix, that not one of all the meffengers ar- 
rived in fafety. Lieutenant-colonel Cruger was therefore totally 
ignorant of the fituation of the army under lord Rawdon ; nor had 
he any information of the aJftion at Hobkirk's Hill, and the fubfe- 
quent evacuation of Camden, but from an American oflScer who 
happened to he made prifoner : But he knew well the difaffedlion of 
the province, and the inveterately hoftile difp<^itioh of the inhabitants 
around him, imd had alfo reafon to apprehend %n attack from the 
American army. In this ftate of uncertainty, with refped to the 
poffibility of obtaining fuccours, and under fuch circmnftances of ap- 
prehended danger, he thought it incumbent upon him to put his poft 
in the beft poffible ftacte o( 'defence. The whole garrifon was im- 
mediately fet to work, the officers cheerfully fharing in the labour 
with the common foldiers ; and by their united exertions a bank of 
earth parapet high was in a fhort time thrown up round the ftcck- 
ade ; and the whole ftrengthened by an abbatis. Block-houfes were 
alio erected in the village, traverfes niade for the fecurity of the 
roops, and caponiers or covered communications between different 
parts of the works. It has been already obferved that a regular 
work called the St«r:de&nded the right of the village; and on ll^e 

3 left 
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^XLin ^* ^^^' ^^ *^' ^^^ ^ valley, through which ran a rivulet that fupplicd the 
\^ ^^ f mm^i place with water. The county prifon having been fortified, com- 
manded the valley on one fide, and a ftockadc that was eredted on 
the left covered it on the other. But for the defence of all thefe 
works there were only three pieces of artillery, and even for thefe 
a fcanty and infuflScient fupply of ammunition. The garrifon it- 
felf was not numerous : It confifted of about one hundred and fifty 
men of the firft battalion of Delancey's, and two hundred of the 
fecond battalion of New Jerfey volunteers, both of them provincial 
regiments, and raifed fmce the commencement of the war. But as 
they had been conftantly employed in active fervice fince the year 
1776, they were at this time, for their number, perhaps equal to any 
troops. To thefe were added about two hundred loyal militia under a 
colonel King : And to their honour it is to be related, that although 
they had the Britifli commander'js permiffion to quit the garrifon, 
and, being provided with good horfes, might have effeded their 
retreat either to Charleftown or Georgia, they nobly difdained to 
quit their poft in the hour of danger, and turning their horfes loofc 
in the woods, determined to aflift in the defence of the place, and 
abide the fate of the garrifon. The Britifh commander was in- 
duced to offer this permiffion both from motives of policy and hu- 
manity: He apprehended a fcarcity of provifions, if the fiege 
fhould be fpun out to any length ; and from what had happened too 
often already, he had reafon to fear, that, fhould the place ulti- 
mately fall, even the folemn engagements of a capitulation would 
« not be fufficient to fecure to the militia their flipulated rights, nor 

proteft them againfl the vengeance of their countrymen. 

Such was the flate of the garrifon at Ninety -fix, and in this con- ^ 
dition were the works, when the advance of the American army ap- 
peared in fight cf it on the twenty-firft of May. In the evening 
general Greene encamped his whole army in a wood within cannon- 

ihot 
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fhct of the village, and in the night, as if he meant to intimidate CHAP, 
the garrifon by his boldnefs, two works were thrown up within ^_ -^- _j 
feventy paces of the fortifications. Had he been a£ting againft a raw 
and undifciplined militia, his temerity might have been excufable; 
but both the Britifh commander and his garrifon had feen too much 
fervice not to take advantage of fo rafh a proceeding, and to teach 
him tahis coft to (hew them a little more refpe£t. By eleven in 
the morning of the twenty-fecond of May, a platform was pre- 
pared in one of the fafifent angles of the Star, oppofite to the Ame- 
rican works, for receiving the three pieces of artillery, and under 
cover of an inceffant cannonade from them, and continued peals of 
mufquetry from the parapet, a party of only thirty men fallied from 
the Star, entered the American works, and put to the bayonet every 
one they found. Thefe were followed by another party from the 
loyal militia, who quickly demoliflied the works, and loaded fe- 
veral negroes with the intrenching tools of the Americans. Although 
general Greene put his whole army in motion to fupport his people 
in the trenches, the bufinefs was fo expeditioufly performed, that both 
the detachments returned within the fortifications without fuftain- 
ing any other injury than the lofs of the officer* who gallantly 
commanded the firft party that fallied forth. To the regret of the 
whole garrifon, he received a wound, of which he died the follow- 
ing night. 

In the night of the twenty-third of May, the Americans again 
broke ground ; but at the refpedful difhmce of four hundred yards, 
and beyond a ravine. From this point they continued to make re- 
gular and guarded approaches ; but worked fo expeditioufly, that 
although they were frequently interrupted by fallies from the gar- 
rifon, they had completed their fecond parallel by the third of June. 

- * Lieutenant Roney of Dclancey's fecond battalion. 

The 
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The adjutant-general of the American army was now fent to fum- 
mon the Britifli commander to furrender his poft. He prefented ta 
^^ ^* the officer who received him, a paper figned by himfelf ; difplaying 
in pompous language the late fuccefles of the Americans; declaring^ 
that the garrifon had every thing to hope from their gencrofity, and 
to fear from their refentment j calling upon the commanding officer 
to furrender without delay; and threatening, if he perfifted in a^ 
fruitlefs refiftance, to make him perfonally refponfible for all the^ 
confequences. In anfwer to a paper of fo extraordinary a nature^ 
not figned by general Greene, the Britiih commander contented 
himfelf with direfting a meffage to be delivered to the American^ 
adjutant-general, importing, that lieutenant-colpnel Cruger wa3 de* 
termined to defend his poft to the laft extremity, and that generals 
Greene's promifes and threats were alike indiflferent to him. 

The American batteries were now opened from their fecond pa-^ 
rallel, and a heavy crofs fire commenced, which enfilad^ed feveral of 
the works. The enemy alfo pufhed on a f^ againfl the Star, and con-» 
tinued to advance their batteries, one of which, conftru^d of gar- 
bions, was ere£ted within thirty-^five yards of the abbatis, and raifed. 
forty feet high, fo as to overlook the works of the garrifon. Rifle-*- 
men polled upon the top of it did confiderable execution, and proved: 
fo incommodious to thofe who worked the artillery, that the guns of 
the Star were neceflarily unmanned during the day, and ufed only- 
in the night. The garrifon tried to burn th€ battery by firing heated' 
{hot, but, from the want of furnaces, did not fucceed ; and the 
only precaution which they could take againft this deftruftive fira 
of the rifle-men, was ta crown their parapets with fond-bags. 
Loop-holes were however left for the loyal militia to fire through ; 
and with their rifles they alfo did confiderable execution. An at- 
tempt was made by the enemy to fet fire to the barracks by fhooting.. 
African arrows : But the Britifli commander frufl:rated their defiga 

by 
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by direding all the buildings to be unroofed, a meafure from which ^ il ^ ^" 
both officers and men were expofed, during the remainder of the ^- -y—. ,i 
fiege, to all the pernicious effefts of the night-air : Neverthelefs, '' '' 
fuch was their zeal for the fervice, and fuch their confidence in 
lieutenant-colonel Cruger, that his order was obeyed with the utmoft 
alacrity. 

The garrifon were now deftined to have their feelings wounded 
by an exhibition which they were not prepared to expeft. This 
was the contrivance of lieutenant-colonel Lee. When he joined the 
American army on the eighth of June, after the redudJ:ion of Au- 
gufta, he brought with him the Britifh prifoners ; and either to 
gratify his vanity, or for l#me other caufe, hitherto unexplained, 
marched them paft Ninety-fix, in full view of the garrifon, with all 
the parade of martial mufic, and preceded by a Britifh ftandard re- 
verfed. If the intention was to difcourage the garrifon, it failed 
entirely of its effect, or rather produced an oppofite one. Fired with 
indignation at a fight fo unbecoming, they determined to encounter 
every danger, and endure every hardfliip, rather than fall into the 
hands of an enemy capable of difgracing their fucccfs by fo wantott 
an infult offered to their prifoners. 

The American army, flrengthened by the jundion of the troops 
who had reduced Augufla, began to make approaches againfl the 
ftockade fort on the left of the village, which kept open the com* 
munication with the water. The operations on this fide were en- 
trufted to lieutenant-colonel Lee, whilfl general Greene continued 
to diredl thofe againfl the Star. In the night of the ninth of June 
a fortie was made by two flrong parties of ,the garrifon. The party 
to the right entering the enemy's trenches, penetrated to a battery 
of four guns, which nothing but the want of fpikes and hammers 
prevented them from deflroying. Here they difcovered the mouth 
of a mine intended to be carried under a curtain of the Star, and 
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^ XLUi ^' ^^^ nearly taken the chief engineer of the Amencansi who hapi 
<. — V-— ^ pened to be viewing it at the time of the fortie. In making, hit 
' ' efcape he was wounded. The other divifion upon the left fell in 
with the covering party of the Americans, put a number of, them 
to the bayonet, and made their commanding ofiBcer prifoner; 
Ahhough lieutenant-colonel Lee broke ground at a refpedful diftancc 
from the ftockade on the left, and made his approaches with great 
caution, he neverthelefs loft a confiderable number of men^ Char 
grined with his lofles, and vexed at meeting with fo much oppofi- 
tion, he fuflfered his impatience, on the twelfth of June, to get the 
better of his difcretion. At eleven in the forenoon he diredled a 
ferjeant and fix men to advance with lighted combuftibles, and fet 
fire to the abbatis : The party advanced, and attempted to 
execute their orders, but not one of them returned^ The garrifon 
fired upon them, and the whole fell a facrifice to the rafhnefs 
of their conmiander, who was obliged to folicit a truce to bury the 
dead. When the cannon arrived from Augufta which this 
officer had direSed to be fent after him,^ he redoubled his effiDrts ; 
and by the feventeenth of June the ftockade fort was fo completely 
enfiladed by a triangular fire, that, being no longer tenable, it was 
evacuated in the night, and without lofs. 

About this time the fuflferings of the garrifon began to be extreme 
Jor want of water. A well had been dug in the Star with great 
labour, but no water was to be found j nor was any to be procured 
except from the rivulet on the left, within piftoL-fliot of the enemy. 
In the day nothing could be done : But in the night, naked negroes 
being fent oijt, whofe bodies in the darknefs were not diftinguifli- 
able from the trees that furrounded them, with great hazard to them^ 
felves, brought in a fcanty fupply. T^^at the defence of the place, 
under fuch circumftances of diftrefs, could not be much longer pro- 
traded, appears obvious, enough. But the Britifh commander, even 
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in this extremity, was not difcouraged. He placed his confidence ^ ^ A P. 
m the well-known zeal, adivity, and enterpiile of lord Rawdon, u.^-,--^ 
who he did not doubt would come to his relief the moment he could ^^ 
do it with propriety, and in the mean time, under all his difficulties, 
he hoped to maintain his poll until his arrival. Whilft the Britifh 
commander was exerting himfelf to infufe fimilar fentiments into the 
garrifon, and encouraging them to perfevere, an American loyalift, 
in open day, under the fire of the enemy, having rode through 
their piquets and reached, the village, delivered a verbal meflagc 
from lord Rawdon, " that he had pafled Orangeburgh, and was in 
** full march to raife the fiege.'^ At fuch a crifis, the profpedt of fpeedy 
relief difpelled the' cloud from every brow : An unufual degree of 
animation fucceeded : Their prefent diftrefles were no longer thought 
of; and the only obje£t that occupied their minds, was the fuccefT- 
fill defence of the place until the joyful period of lord Rawdon's 
arrival. 

Although that officer, upon receiving intelligence of the fiege of 
Ninety-fix, felt the ftrongeft Inclination to relieve it, an objedt of 
ftill greater importance, the fecurity of Charleftown in the prefent 
difafFeded (late of the country, demanded his firft attention, and 
obliged him for fome time to remain near the fea-coaft. Fortunately, 
however, the amval of three regiments from Ireland on the third 
of June, placed the one in a ftate of fafety, and enabled him to 
march to the relief of the other. On the feventh of June he left 
Charleftown, taking with him the flank companies of the three 
newly-arrived regiments, and being joined by the troops from 
Monk's Corner, proceeded on his march with all the expedition that 
the heat of the weather, then beginning to be intenfe, would per- 
mit. The route he took inclined a little to the right of the direft J"*^* 
road to Ninety-fix, and was chofen for the lake of enabling him to 
get between general Greene and his detachments on the Congaree. 
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C H A P. His whole force amounted to near eighteen hundred infantry, and 
one hundred and fifty cavalry. 

General Greene had regular intelligence of lord Rawdon's move- 
ments ; and finding from his progrefs that it would be impoffible to 
reduce Ninety-fix by regular approaches before his arrival, deter- 
mined to hazard an affault. Although the American works were 
not entirely finifhed, they were in a ftate of great forwardnefs : 
Their third parallel was completed, and a mine and two trenches 
had been pufhed on within a few feet of the ditch. In the morn- 
ing of the eighteenth of June a heavy cannonade was begun from 
all the American batteries : At noon two parties advanced under 
cover of the trenches which approached neareft to the works, and 
made lodgments in the ditch : Thefe were immediately followed 
by other parties with hooks to draw down the fand-bags, and tools 
to reduce the parapet. The rifle-men in the mean time, pofted on 
their battery, were ready to take aim at every Britifh foldier that 
appeared ; and the Virginia and Maryland brigades, having manned 
the lines of the third parallel, fired from them by platoons. The 
right flank of the enemy was expofed to the fire of a three-pounder^, 
as well as to that of the block-houfes in the village ; and major 
Greene, who commanded in the Star, with much honour to him* 
felf, and benefit to the fervice, from the beginning of the fiege, had 
his detachment ready to receive them on the parapet with bayonets 
and fpears. As the main body of the American army did not ad- 
vance beyond the third parallel, and was contented with fupporting 
the parties in the ditch by an inceflfant fire from the trenches, the 
garrifon determined to put a fpeedy period to the aflault by an 
eflfort of gallantry which confounded the enemy. Two parties of 
thirty men each, one under captain Campbell of the New Jerfcy vo- 
lunteers, and the other under captain French of Delancey*s, iflfued 
from the fally-port in the rear of the Star, entered the ditch, and 
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taking oppofite direiflions, charged the Americans who had made chap. 
the lodgment with fuch impetuofity^ that they drove every thing i--w^'-^ 
before them until they met in the oppofite quarter. The bayonet '^ '* 
being the only weapon ufed, the carnage was great : Even the Ame- 
rican accounts admit that two-thirds of their people who entered 
the ditch were either killed or wounded. General Greene, feeing Thefiegcof 
it ufelefs any longer to continue fo hopelefs an attempt, called off ralfcd!^*^ 
his troops, and in the evening of the following day finally raifed 
the fiege. His baggage having been previoufly fent off, his army 
marched with great expedition, and on the twentieth crofTed the- 
Saluda. The lofs of the enemy, during the fiege, according to their 
own accounts, amoimted to one hundred and fixty-fix men, includ- 
ing one colonel, three captains, and five lieutenants : But as the 
lofs of the militia, who, it is faid, on this occafion bore the pro* 
portion of three to one to the troops in the pay of congrefs, wa& 
not included in their returns, their total lofs muft have been mucL 
greater. That of the garrifon amounted to twenty-feven killed, and 
fifty-eight wounded. Lieutenant Roney was the only commiffioned 
officer killed j and captains French and Smith of Delancey's, with 
captain Barbaric and lieutenant Hatton of the New Jerfey volun- 
teers, were amongft the wounded. On the twenty-firfl of June in Lord Raw;, 
the morning lord Rawdon arrived at Ninety-fix, and when he found ar^rWed^It"^ 
that creneral Greene had retreated acrofs the Saluda, neither the heat Nmety-fix, 

° ^ purlues gene. 

of the weather nor the fatigue of the troops, after fo long a march, ral Greene, 
prevented his Icrdftiip from fetting out in purfuit of him the fame 
evening. But fo rapid was the flight of the Americans, that he 
foon perceived there was little profpedt of overtaking them. Never- 
thelefs the purfuit, under many wants, and the rage of a burning 
fun, was continued as far as the banks of the Enoree, when his 
lordfhip, finding it in vain to proceed any farther, returned towards 
Ninety-fix. As the pofl of Ninety-fix was now to be evacuated, 
2 being 



374 HISTORY OF THE 

C H A P. being without the limits to whicH the Britifli commanders, from r6^ 
i- ■^v -; cent circumftances, had determined to confine their defence, lord 
Rawdon thought it neceffary to pay all due attention to the loyal 
inhabitants who had remained faithful to their engagements. He 
•convened the principal perfons amongft them, and offered, if they 
chofe to remain, and would undertake the defence of their diftrid 
^gainft their own difaffedted inhabitants, to leave a party for their 
countenance and affiftance, and from time to time to fend fuch re- 
inforcements from the Congaree as might be equal to any force that 
general Greene could fpare for invading them ; but if they were un- 
willing to remain, he promifed that care fhould be taken for the re- 
moval of them and their families within the new frontier about to 
Lord Raw- be cftabliflied. The inhabitants accepted the laft of thefe propofals : 
his force. And iu order efFedually to grant that protection which he had pro- 
ScConUrce. ^^^^^j '^^^ Rawdon left more than half his force with lieutenant- 
colonel Cruger, to cfcort them when they fhould be ready to move, 
whilft he, with eight hundred infantry, and fixty cavalry, marched 
towards the Congaree. 

Although general Greene, in his retreat from Ninety-fix, had 
pafled not only the Enoree, but Tyger and Broad Rivers, no fooner 
. did he hear that lord Rawdon had divided his force, than he re- 
turned, with a view of interrupting his l-ordlhip's operations on the 
Congaree, where it was fiippofed he meant to eflablifli a poft. Lord 
Rawdon, it is probable, would not have undertaken his march to 
that part of the country with fo diminiflied a force, had he not ex- 
pected to be met there by a ftrong corps from Charleflown, which 
he had at firft ordered to take poft at Orangeburgh, and afterwards to 
join him upon the Congaree at an appointed time. From fomc 
caufe or other, this corps, after it had begun its march, was recalled 
by orders from Charleftown ; and, unfortunately, the letter from 
the commanding officer, acquainting lord Rawdon with liis recal, 

and 



I78l. 



AMERICAN WAR- ^^J5 

, and the impoflibility of meeting him at the time appointed, was in- C H a p, 
.tercepted and carried to general Greene. Upon the receipt of this 
letter he prefled forward on his march with redoubled expedition, 
hoping to obtain fome advantage over lord Rawdon> whilft he waited 
for a reinforcement that was not to join him. Soon after his lord- 
fliip's arrival at the Congaree, one of his foraging parties was fur- 
prifed by Lee's legion, and about forty cavalry were made prifoncrs. 
The appearance of the enemy's light troops in that quarter of the 
country, quickly convinced his lordfliip that general Greene's army 
was at no great diftance ; and as he had not been joined by his rein- 
forcement at the appointed time, he thought it neceflary to take mea* 
fures for his own fecurity* Accordingly he retired from the Congaree, 
and marched for Orangeburgh^ where he expedled to meet the rein* 
forcement from Charleftown. After forcing his paflage at noon day, 
in the face of the enemy, over a creek, the bridges of which were 
broken down and its fords guarded by Lee's legion, he without 
further moleftation arrived at Orangeburgh, and was joined the Retires to 
next day by lieutenant-colonel Stuart, with the third regiment, from burgiu 
Charleftown* 

General Greene, finding that lord Rawdon by his adivity and 
ent^ rprife had extricated himfelf from the danger to which he was 
expofcd, colledled all the militia he could, and advanced with his 
arirt) within five miles of the Britifh encampment, which at the 
head of iiis cavalry he reconnoitred in the evening, lord Rawdon 
givino him no interruption, as he wifhed for nothing more than an 
ati iv k M^ -lis prefent pofition. But the American commander, in- 
ftead r^\ preparing for an attack, decamped in the night, and retiring 
tovv. res ■. le Congaree, had pafled that river before lord Rawdon was 
apt)/ d of his retreat. It is probable that general Greene's retreat 
was haftened by intelligence received about this time, that lieutenant- 
colonel 
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CHAP, colonel Cruger, after evacuating Ninety-fix, and conducing the loyal 
•u -,- ■/ inhabitants and their families fafely within the Britifh polls, was ad- 
vancing to join lord Rawdon with the reft of the army. Whilft the 
main American army retired acrofs the Congaree, Sumpter, Lee, and 
Marion, with their refpedlive corps, were detached by different routes 
to the lower part of the country, for the purpofe of haraffing the Bri- 
tifh outpofts, and waylaying their convoys. They fucceeded in tak- 
ing fome waggons with baggage and ftores, but failed in an attempt 
upon the nineteenth regiment at Monk's Corner. 
July. • The weather now became fo intenfely hot, that hoftilities for fome 
fu^cndcd by timc Were neceflarily fufpended : General Greene retired with his 
iwt of^^c army to the high hills of Santee, where he was foon afterwards 
feafon. joined by the different corps under Lee, Sumpter, and Marion ; and 

lord Rawdon, on account of ill health, availed himfelf, in this interval 
of inadlion, of his leave of abfence obtained fome time before, and 
Lord Raw- embarked for Europe. At his departure, the command of the Britifh 
count^of his troops in the field devolved on lieutenant-colonel Stuart of the third 

rope. Although general Greene in the courfe of the prefent year had 

been driven from South Carolina into Virginia, was afterwards de- 
feated in two general engagements, and finally obliged to raife the 
fiege of Ninety-fix, and fly with great precipitation before the Britifh 
army ; yet, through his own firmnefs and perfeverance, the fucceffcs 
of his detachments againfl the Britifh outpofls, and the advantages 
derived from the general difaffedion of the inhabitants to the Britifh 
caufe, he fucceeded in the main objedl of the campaign. The Bri- 
tifh troops, haraffed and wearied out with the defence of an extenfive 
frontier, to which their force was unequal without the affiflancc of 
the inhabitants, were obliged in the end to abandon to him the 
greatefl part of South Carolina; the limits of their poffeflions being 
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now confined within the three great rivers Santee, Congaree, and C ^ A. p. 

Edifto ; and before the end of the year, as will prefently be feen, i — > 

their limits were contracted within a much narrower compafs. 

After the retreat of the Americans from Orangeburgh to the high 
hills of Santee, the Britifli army under colonel Stuart moved forward 
to the Congarec, and encamped near the junction of that river with 
the Wateree. In the mean time general Greene was reinforced by a 
brigade of continental troops from North Carolina, and intent upon 
profecuting his plan for the recovery of South Carolina, put his 
forces in motion as foon as the extreme heat began to abate. On 
the twenty-fecond of Auguft he marched from the high hills of Auguft. 
Santee with an intention to give battle to the Britifh army, and pro- 
ceeding up the northern banks of the Wateree, croffed it near 
Camden. From thence he direded his march to Friday's Ferry on 
the Congaree, where he was joined by general Pickens with the mi- 
litia of Ninety-fix, and by the South Carolina ftate troops under 
colonel Henderfon. 

The Britifh commander, upon receiving intelligence that general 
Greene was on his march to attack him, fell back with his whole 
force to Eutaw, about forty miles from the Congaree. This move- 
ment was made for the purpofe of meeting a convoy of provifions 
then on the road from Charleftown, rather than weaken the army 
whilft an attack was expected, by fending off fo ftrong an efcort as 
would have been neceffary for fecuring its fafe arrival. General 
Greene having paffed the Congaree, continued to advance towards 
Eutaw, but by very flow marches, that he might give time to general 
Marion to join him with his brigade of militia. This jundion was 
made on the feventh of September about feven miles from Eutaw ; 
and at four in the morning of the following day, general Greene 
marched with his whole force to make his projeded attack. At fix 
o'clock in the morning came in two deferters from Greece's army 
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^ XLin ^* with intelligence that he was on his march to attack the Britifh army 
V- -,^>^ at Eutaw. Unfortunately their report was neither credited nor inquired 
into J but they themfelves fent to prifon. A party of four hundred men 
without arms, with a fmall guard to cover them, were fent in fearch of 
vegetables in the very road on which the deferters gave information 
that general Greene was marching. The event proved that the in- 
telligence given by the deferters was well founded. The unarmed 
rooting party and their fmall guard, making at the leaft a third part 
of colonel Stuart's force, fell an eafy prey to Greene's army ; a few 
draggling horfemen that efcaped, apprized the Britifli commander of 
the enemy's approach, at the fame time infufing a degree of panic 
into all with whom they communicated. The Britifli were drawn up 

A6Uon be- acrofs the road on the heights near the Eutaw Sprines, The flank 

twecn colonel ^ ^ , , x o 

Stuart and battalion, commanded by major Majoribanks, covered the right 
Greene near flank of the army, his right being upon a rivulet with an in- 
Springs?^ terval of a hundred paces from the water ; his left to the road was 
concealed by a very thick hedge. Two pieces of artillery, with 
a covering party of infantry, occupied the road. The remainder 
of the Britifli force extended to the left of the road, in an oblique 
diredion. The front line of the American army was compofed of 
four battalions of militia; the fecond line, of three brigades of conti- 
nental troops ; colonel Lee, with his legion, covered their right 
flank, and colonel Henderfon, with the South Carolina ftate troops, 
their left : Colonel Wafliington, with his cavalry and the Delaware 
troops, formed their body of referve. Two three-pounders were in 
front of their line, and two fix-pounders with the fecond line. The 
legion and the ftate troops formed their advanced guard, and were to 
retreat on their flanks when the Britifli fliould form. The enemy 
attacked with great impetuofity ; the chief impreflion feemed to be 
defigned againft the artillery on the road, and to turn the left of the 
Britifli. The preflure of the enemy's fire was fuch as compelled the 
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third regiment, or Buffs, to give way, the regiment being compofed ^ ^ -^ ^' 

of new troops. The remains of thofe veteran corps, the fixty-third \ ,— -/ 

and fixty-fourth regiments, who had ferved the whole of the war, *^ *' 
loft none of their fame in this adion. They rufhed with bayonets 
into the midft of the enemy ; nor did they give ground, until over- 
powered by numbers and fevere flaughten Various was the fuccefs 
in the centre and on the right. At this time colonel Wafliington, 
endeavouring to pafs through the right of the flank corps and the 
rivulet, led his cavalry with great gallantry to the charge. The flank 
corps received this charge with great fteadinefs. At the firft fire, 
colonel Wafliington was wounded and taken prifoner, and feveral of 
his men fell, which prevented a fimilar attack. The artillery on 
both fides was feveral times taken and retaken. 

At this time the flank battalion, whofe poft had been paflled undif^ 
covered by the main body of the enemy, wheeled round, and coming 
in the rear of the enemy, threw them into confufion, which being 
increafed 1)y a fire from the New York volunteecs under the com* 
mand of major Sheridan, who had taken poft in a ftone houfe on 
the open ground upon the right of the road, decided the adion. 
InceflTant peals of mufquetry from the windows poured deftruftion 
upon the enemy, and eflfe^lually flopped their further progrefs* 
Although feverely checked, the Americans were not difcouraged, 
and brought up four fix-pounders to batter the houfe : But the fire 
of the detachment within continued to be fo well fupported, that the 
American artillery foon became ufelefs, and moft of the officers and 
men that were attached to it, were either killed or wounded. In the 
mean time the left wing of the Britiftx army having recovered from 
its confufion, had again formed the line, and the battle was renewed 
with great fpirit in that quarter. The conteft was obftinate and 
bloody ; but the Americans were at laft obliged to retire. For want 
of cavalry, no purfuit could be made; whilft that of the enemy ^ 
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which was numerous, covered their retreat. They were obliged to 
abandon two of the four pieces of cannon that had been brought up 
againft the houfe, and they left behind them, according to their own 
account, one hundred and thirty-nine of their number killed on the 
field of battle. Their wounded, which may be fuppofed to bear the 
ufual proportion to the killed, were carried off during the action. 
About fixty of the enemy were made prifoners, and amongft them 
lieutenant-colonel Wafhington, who commanded their referve. The 
whole lofs of the Americans in this aftion may be eftimated at more 
than feven hundred * men, including fixty commiffioned oflScers, of 
whom feventeen were killed and forty-three wounded. The lofs of 
the Britifh army was alfo very great; it amounted to eighty-five 
killed, three hundred and fifty-one wounded, and two hundred and 
fifty-feven miffing ; in all, fix hundred and ninety-three men, in- 
cluding twenty-nine commiffioned officers, three of whom were 
killed, fixteen wounded, and ten miffing. 

The incidents attending this action gave occafion to both com* 
manders to claim the vidory. General Greene founded his preten- 
fions upon the retreat of the Britifh line, and its being purfued to 
the houfe and open ground in the rear ; and mofl affiiredly, for fome 
time, the fortune of the day feemed to be entirely in favour of the 
Americans. The Britifh commander, on the other hand, refled his 
claim of victory upon this ground, that although a temporary ad- 
vantage had been obtained over part of the Britifh line, which 
rendered a retreat necefTary, yet the troops, who had thus retreated. 



• The account here given does not agree with the returns publUhed by congrefs : But that 
return, as given in Tarlcton's Appendix, appears, upon the face of it, to be incorred. The 
particulars do not make up the fum total. The number here eftimated fuppofes the wounded 
to have borne the ufual proportion to the fhiin. The flain being left on the field of battle, their 
number could not be concealed. Ramfay ftates, that the lofs of general Marion's brigade of 
militia is not included ia the return publiihed by congrefs. 
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afterwards formed and renewed the battle with fo much fpirit, that 
the Americans were ultimately obliged to quit the field, and retire to 
a ftrong pofition feven miles in their rear. This action was never- 
thelefs celebrated in America as a great and glorious vidtory ; and in 
commemoration of it the congrefs voted a Britifh ftandard and gold 
medal to be prefented to general Greene. That it was a bloody, 
hard-fought aftion, the lofs on both fides fufficiently teftifies ; but 
that neither party obtained a decifive advantage over the other, the 
condu£t of both commanders after the adtion plainly demonftrates. 
The Britifh commander remained upon the ground the night after 
the adion and the following day, without any attempt being made 
by general Greene to moleft him ; and when he afterwards retired 
to Monk's Corner for the fafety and protedlion of his wounded, the 
American commander contented himfelf with advancing to the 
ground left by the Britifli troops, and foon afterwards retreated to 
his former encampment on the high hills of Santee, placing a large 
river between him and the Britifli army. The reafonable conclufion 
to be drawn from the conduft of both feems to be this, that in 
the adion both armies had fuffered fo much, that for fome time 
afterwards neither of them was in a fituation to undertake any 
thing againft the other. Indeed this was the laft addon of any con- 
fequence that happened in South Carolina between the king's troops 
and the Americans: The former, from this time, chiefly confined 
themfelves to Charleftown Neck and fome pofts in its neighbour- 
hood ; the fecurity of that town appearing to be their principal ob- 
jedl : And general Greene either was not, or did not think himfelf, 
in fufiicient force to attempt to reduce it. In this adtion the Britiflx 
lofl; one field-piece, and took two from the Americans. 
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C 5r^^* that the Britifh troops committed the greateft devaftations without 

u. -^— i mP any ferious oppofition, or fuftaining any lofs. 

General Philips, having proceeded up the river as far as he in- 
tended to go, marched his army back to Ofborne's, a village on 
the banks of James River, and from thence to Bermuda Hundred^ 
oppofite to City Point, v^here the fleet was ready to receive him. 
On the fecond of May the troops were reimbarked, and the fleet 
moved flowly down the river. As the marquis de la Fayette fol- 
lowed by land with his army, it was thought to have been general 
Philips's intention, after decoying him to a fufiicient dillance down 
the river, to have embraced the firft favourable breeze of wind, and 
fuddenly returning, to have landed above him. By fuch a ma- 
noeuvre the marquis de la Fayette would have been Ihut up between 
York and James River, and to extricate himfelf muft have rifqued 
an engagement, or hazarded the lofs of the greateft part of his 
force by attempting to pafs either of thofe rivers in the view of the 
Britifh army. But on the feventh of May a letter was received 
from lord Comwallis, informing the general of his march towards 
Virginia, and propofmg Peterlburgh as the place where he would 
wifh to find the Britifh army. Upon the receipt of this letter, orders 
were immediately given for the fleet to move up the river. One 
divifion of the army was landed at Brandon, and another proceeded 
to City Point; and on the ninth both met at Peterfburgh, where 
they furprifed fome of the marquis de la Fayette's oflScers, who had 
been fent forward to provide quarters for his army. General Philips 
at this time lay dangeroufly ill : He had been attacked by a fever 
fome few days before, the progrefs of which was fo rapid, and its 
fymptoms fo malignant, that by the time of the army's arrival at 
Peterfburgh he was no longer capable of giving orders, and died four 
days after. By his death the command of the troops devolved again 
pn brigadier-general Arnoldt 
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In the mean time lord Cornwallis had arrived at Halifax on the ^ H A P. 
banks of the Roanoke, within fixty miles of Peterfburgh. In his v,,^ %* J. 
march from Wilmington to that place he had met with fcarcely any *^ '* 
interruption, a corps of one hundred and eighty cavalry, and fixty 
mounted infantry, that preceded the army under the command of 
lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, being fuflScient to difperfe any fmall 
bodies of militia that were aflembling in order to obftrudl its pro- 
grefs. Colonel Tarleton, in this expedition, was accompanied by 
that valuable partizan, colonel Hamilton, of the North Carolina 
regiment; to whom, perhaps, the Britifli nation owed more than 
to any other individual loyalift in the Britifh fervice*. 

Lord Cornwallis, having fent forward Tarleton vnth the cavalry, ^JuoAion t>c. 
and general Arnold having detached Simcoe with the queen's ran- arm^ under 
gers, to take poffefEon of the fords on the Nottoway and the Me- ^{fa^n^L. 
herrin, the only rivers that intervened, a jundion of the two armies octal Arn5d. 
took place at Peterfburgh on the twentieth of May. Lord Corn« 
wallis of courfc aflumed the command of the whole. 

It will be remembered, that when the fleet went down James 
River from Bermuda Hundred, the marquis de la Fayette followed 
it with his army by land. But as foon as it began to return, he 
marched back with all the difpatch he could* He rightly judged it 
to be the intention of general Philips to take pofleflion of Peterf- 
burgh, in order to facilitate a jundion with earl Cornwallis, and he 
hoped, by forced marches, to reach that place before him* The ex- 
pedition with which the Britifli troops returned, entirely fruftrated 
his intention ; and upon his arrival at Ofborne's on the fouth fide of 
James River, he found they were already in pofleflion of Peterf- 
burgh. Thus foiled in his defign, he re-crofled James River, and took 
a pofition on the north fide of it, between Richmond and Wilton* 

• At Halifax fomc enormities were committed by the Britifti that were a difgracc to the 
name of man. 
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CHAP* It feems to have been lord Cornwallis's firft objed to endeavour 
to ftrike a blow at the marquis ; his next, to deftroy fuch of the 
enemy's ftores as might be within his reach after the American army 
had been qither defeated or obliged to retire ; and laftly, after pro- 
ceeding to the execution of thefe objedts, which probably might be 
accompliflied by the time he could hear from New York, to keep 
himfelf difengaged from any operation that could interfere with the 
plan that might be devifed by the commander in chief for the fur- 
ther profecution of the campaign. Having fettled his own tempo- 
rary plan of operations, lord Cornwallis marched from Peterfburgh 
on the twenty-fourth of May, and crofled James River at Weftover^ 
about thirty miles below Fayette's encampment *• The Britifh army 
was already greatly fuperior to the continental force in Virginia, and 
about this time it was confiderably increafed by the arrival of two Bri- 
tifh regiments, and two battalions of Anfpach troops from New York, 
fent by the commander in chief (who had not yet received intelli- 
gence of lord Cornwallis's arrival) to reinforce general Philips^ 
under an apprehenfion that when the Americans heard of lord Com- 
wallis's march to the northward, they might make fome attempt to 
overpower general Philips before a jundion of the two armies 
could be effeded. Of this reinforcement the forty-third regiment 
alone joined the army: The other Britifh regiment, and the two 
battalions of Anfpach, were fent to flrengtben the garrifon at 
Portfmouth. 

The force under Fayette being fo much inferior to that which 
was oppofed to him, he decamped from the neighbourhood of Rich- 
mond, as foon as he heard that lord Cornwallis had crofTed James 
River, and retired towards the back-country, incHning his route to 

• The channel of the river where the Brkifli crofled exceeded two miles. The paflfage wa» 
rffcAed by fwimtning the horfes over a part, and wading through the reft. 
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the northward, that he might be in readlnefs to form a jundion. ^ ^ ^ ^* 

Jv.JL«i V • 

with general Wayne, who was on his march through Maryland to <^ %— ^ 
reinforce him with eight hundred men of the Penfylvania line. The *^ 
Britifh army for fome time followed the route taken by the mar- 
quis de la Fayette, and in this diredion proceeded as far as the 
upper part of Hanover County, deftroying in their way whatever 
public (lores they found. But Fayette's movements were fo rapid, 
that lord Cornwallis foon found it would be in vain to follow him, 
and impoflible to prevent a jundion between him and general 
Wayne : His lordfhip's attention was therefore direded to other 
objeds more attainable, which the intelligence received on his march 
had prefented to his view. 

One of thefe objefts was to break up the feffion of the general 
aflembly, then met under a guard at Charlotteville, for the purpofe 
of voting taxes, draughting the militia, and making an addition to 
the regular force of the (late. The other objed was to ftrike at the 
baron Steuben, who was faid to be at the Point of Fork, on James 
River, guarding a confiderable quantity of flores, with a ftrong de- 
tachment of troops called eighteen-months men *, and militia. To 
accomplHh the firft, Tarleton was detached with one hundred and 
eighty cavalry of the legion, and fcventy mounted infantry of the 
twenty-third regiment, under the command of captain Champagne f : 
And the execution of the laft was entrufted to lieutenant-colonel 
Simcoe, with the queen's rangers, and the fecond battalion of the 
Aventy-firft regiment, commanded by 'Captain Hutchinfon, the whole 

• So calkd from the time for which they engaged to fcrve. 

f The 7 1 ft regiment was. ordered to accompany Tarleton on this fcrvice ; but upon rc- 
€clvlng the order the ofiBcers drew up a remonftrance, and prefented it to lord ComwaUis^ 
ilating their unwilllngnefa to ferve under Tarleton, from a recoUeftion of his condudl at the 
Cowpens, where the other battaUon of the 7 1 ft was taken by Morgan. In confcqucncc of * 

€hi5 remonftrance^ the 71ft regiment was attached to colonel Simcoe, 

3 D 2 detach- 
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CHAP, detachment amounting to five hundred men. Tarleton proceeded 

L- ■^«>; to Charlotteville, with great expedition ; and on his way overtook 

^^ ^* twelve waggons loaded with arms and clothing for the ufe of the 

army in South Carolina, all of which were burnt and deftroycd. 

The Revanna, a branch of James River, waflies the foot of the 
Charlotte- ]^i\\ q^ which Charlotteville ftands. Through this river Tarleton 

villc lurpnlcd ^ " ^ 

by colonel charged at the head of his cavalry, and took or difperfed the guards 
ftationed on the oppofite bank. With the like rapidity he entered 
the town, and took prifoners feven members of the affembly. The 
reft made their efcape. So unexpeded was Tarleton's vifit, that the 
enemy had not time to remove their ftores. A confiderable quantity 
was found, and the whole deftroyed *. Tarleton, after performing 
this fervice, proceeded down the Revanna, according to his orders, 
to co-operate with Simcoe, if he fliould have occafion for his ailift- 
ance. The Point of Fork, to which lieutenant-colonel Simcoe was 
direfting his march, is fo called from being the point of land that 
intervenes at the conflux of the two great branches of James 
River, the Fluvanna and Revanna. The united ftreams from the point 
of jundion take the name of James River. As the greateft part 
of his detachment confifted of infantry, his progrefs could not be 
fo rapid as that of Tarleton; but it was as expeditious as the na- 
ture of his detachment would admit : And by the prudent precau- 
tions taken for fecuring every perfon met or feen on the road, he 
eflfedually concealed his march from the enemy. By fome of his 
prifoners he found that baron Steuben was apprifed of Tarleton's 
march, but knew nothing of Simcoe's j and from the fame perfons 
he learnt that the baron had begun to tranfport his ftores to the fouth 

• Stores deftroycd at Charlottcvfllc: — 
looo new firelocks, made at Frcdericfturgh, 
Upwards of 400 barrels of gunpowder. 
Several bogihcads of tobaccoi and fome continental clothing. 

fide 
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fide of the Fluvanna, and meant to follow them with his whole de- C H A P. 
tachment. Upon receiving this intelligence, Simcoe preffed for- '_ -.- Li* 
ward with ftill greater celerity, hoping at leaft to cut off the baron's *' '' 
rear-guard before it had time to pafs the river. But upon his 
arrival at the Point of Fork, he found that not only the ftores, but 
the baron's whole force, liad paffed the river, except about thirty 
perfons then on the bank ready to embark. Thefe were imme- 
diately fecured by the cavalry. As both the enemy's ftores and ^'^?l^ 
troops were now completely out of Simcoe's reach, a deep and un- with fiicccfs 
fordable river intervening, with the boats all fecured on the other Simcoc, oa 
fide, he conceived the defign of endeavouring to imprefs the baron ten^'! *^' 
with the belief, that the troops now at the Point of Fork were 
the advance of the Britifli army, hoping, if he was fuccefsful in his 
endeavours for that purpofe, that the baron, for the fake of moving 
off with greater expedition, might be induced to leave behind the 
greateft part of the ftores. 

In purfuance of this defign, Simcoe difplaycd his force to as great 
advantage as poffible, upon the heights oppofite to the baron's en- 
campment; and the deception fucceeded beyond his expeftation. 
In the following night the baron moved off, leaving the bank of 
the river oppofite to the Point of Fork, covered with arms and 
ftores. In the morning it was apparent that the enemy had fled, and 
fome fmall canoes being procured, captain Stevcnfon, with twenty 
of the light-infantry, and <:ornet Wolfey, with four huffars, paffed 
the river, the huffars carrying with them their faddles. Wolfey 
was direfted, after mounting his huffars on fuch ftraggling horfes 
as had been left by the enemy, to take poft, at fome diftance from 
the bank of the river, upon the road by which the enemy retreated ; 
and ftiould any of their pa^troles appear, he was direded to raife 
a fliout, and make an appearance of purfuing, in order to raife a 
belief that the Britilh army had paffed the river. This ftep was 

taken 
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^ XI w ^* ^^^^^ ^^^' ^'^^ fecurity of captain Stcvenfon and his fmall detachment 
V,. ■^^, ^ j of light-infantry, who were in the mean time employed in bringing 
off or deftroying the (lores abandoned by the enemy; and it an- 
fwered every purpofe that was expeded from it. In the courfe of 
the day a patrole of the enemy appeared, which fled with the ut- 
mod precipitation, upon feeing the Britifh huffars; and from the re- 
port made by this patrole to the baron Steuben, he was induced^ 
though already thirty miles from the Fluvanna, to continue his 
march twenty miles farther without halting. 

In the mean time the marquis de la Fayette, who upon the advance 
of the. Britifh army had retreated acrofs Rappahannock River, being 
joined by general Wayne with his detachment, re-croffed that river, 
and followed the Britifh army in its march to Williamfburgh : On 
the road he was alfo joined by the baron Steuben, with his eighieen- 
months men, and militia. 
Xk^afo^^ Although a dawn of profperity had begun to appear in South 

Ainerican Carolina, under the aufpices of Greene, the general ftate of Ame- 
rican affairs feemed at this time to be in a ruinous train, and faft 
verging towards that period when the contefl mufl ceafe, on the 
part of the congrefs, for want of refources to maintain it. The 
bills of credit, by which they had hitherto fupported the war, 
now failed them. The depreciation had become fo immenfe, that 
they no longer anfwered the purpofes for which they were 
iffued, and, in the courfe of the prefent year, funk under their 
own bulk, and were annihilated in the hands of thofe that poffeffed 
them. The failure of this medium of commerce multiplied beyond 
calculation the diflSculties under which the congrcfs laboured, and 
had a fatal influence on their fervice throughout the whole extent of 
the union. The agents for public departments could no longer make 
their purchafes ; and warrants of imprefs became neceffary to force 
irom individuals whatever was wanted for the public fervice, and the 

fupport 
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fupport of the army. Even the troops were ready to mutiny in ^ ^t t^ ^' 
feveral places for want of pay and clothing. Although general 
Wafhington's army was greatly diminifhed, he found it ftill too 
large for the means he had of fubfifting it. In a letter written by 
him on the tenth of May, is the following paflage : — " From the 
" pofts of Saratoga to that of Dobb's Ferry, inclufive, I believe 
" there is not at this moment on hand, one day's fupply . of meat 
" for the army.'* And in another letter, dated almoft two -months 
afterwards, he intimated his fears of being obliged to difband his 
army for want of fubfiftence. The marine force ♦ of the' congrefs 
was not in a better condition than their army: Of all tJhe armed 
veffels that had been fitted out by them, two frigates alone remained; 
the reft had been all either taken or deftroyed. The immenfe value 
of the public property and ftores deftroyed in Virginia, darkened 
the gloomy profpedk, and feemed to haften with rapid ft rides the 
gera of public bankruptcy. Nor could they derive any comfort 
from the commerce carried on by individuals, which was now 
almoft annihilated, in confequence of the captures made by the 
Britifli cruizers, and the great loffes fuftaincd at the taking of St. 
Euftatius. The people too, in many of the colonies, were become 
tired of the war, and feemed to languifh under the long conti- 
nuance of their diftrefles and difficulties. ' 

Some fignal fuccefs, fome atchievement of importance, that 
fhould refledt luftre on the American arms, was therefore ne- 
ceflary to reftore the declining ftate of their affairs, to roufe 
afrefh the fpirit and energy of the • people, and even to enable 
congrefs to maintain their authority. But no entefpi»ife that pro- 
mifed. fucceft could be attempted againft any of th:e Brilifh poft« 
in America, without the co-operation -of a French fleet and army. 
The congrefs had been already difappdinttdin tJ^ir expeftatioM 
of fueh a. eo-operation for* three years futteflively j- bUf afr they 

») had 
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^ ^r A/ ^' ^*^ renewed their applications on that head, towards the end of 
v^'-v^"^-^ the preceding year, and had at the fame time made the court of France 
acqudnted with the defperate ftate of their affairs, which the effed 
of fuch a co-operation tould alone fave from ruin ; they hoped that 
the intereft of that court, as much as its friendfliip, would induce 
a compliance. Wafhington looked forward with eagernefs to fuch 
an event, as the only thing that could enable them to prolong the 
contefl : And, as foon as he heard of the arrival of M. de Bar^^ 
ras, who was fent out from France to take the command of the 
fleet at Rhode liland, and brought with him difpatches for the 
count de Rochambeau, he haflened to Connedicut, that he might 
have a conference with the French general. The count's difpatches 
feem to have given full fatisfadion to Wafhington, as at this 
interview it was agreed between him and the French general, to 
carry into execution the attempt againft New York, which they had 
meditated the preceding year ; if their force, when aflemUed, ihould 
be found equal to the tnterprife : But, in all events^ it was their 
determination, upon the arrival of the count de Graffe, to ftrike a 
blow at one or other of the Britifh pofts, vfrhdre fuccefe was moft 
reafonably to be expeded. This interview took place on the 
twenty-firft of May, and immediately after it, letters were written 
by Wafhington, requefling, that the battalions compofing his army 
might be filled up to their full complement, and at the fame time he 
made a requifition to the New England flates, for fix thoufand two 
hundred militia, to be ready to march whenever he fhould call for 
thiem. The exprefs carrying the letters written by Wafhington to 
coBgrefs, after this interview with the French general, was inter- 
cepted in the jferfeys^ and the letters were carried to fir Henry CUa- 
Apprchcn- ^q^^ They difclofed the nature of the enterprife in agitation, and 
Clinton for feefti to havc ilarmcd him for the fafctv of New York. In confe- 

thc fafety of ^ ^ ' 

New York, qu&nce of the information gathered from thefe letters, the conv- 
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mander In chief made a requifition of part of the troops under lord CHAP. 
CornWallis s command in Virginia, and diredled that they (hould be 
fent to New York without delay, unlefs his lordfliip fliould at the 
time be engaged in fome important movement that might render it 
neceffary to detain them fome time longer ; or unlefs he fhould be 
difpofed to execute the plan which the commander in chief feems to 
have had much at heart, of carrying the war to the upper part of 
the Chefapeak, and upon the Sufquehanna, where a number of loy^ 
alifts had aflbciated for their mutual defence, and were faid tp be 
ready to a£t whenever the king's troops (hould appear amongft them. 
At the time of receiving the difpatches containing this requifition, 
lord Comwallis was engaged in no important operation : He had 
returned from his expedition up James River, and was then with 
his army at Williamfburgh : Neither did he mean to engage in the 
expedition to the upper part of the Chelkpeak, of which he difap- 
proved, without exprcfs orders from the commander In chief, which 
would exempt him from all refponfibility, at Icaft for the plan of 
that expedition. Under thefe circumftances he prepared, without 
delay, to comply with the cpmmander in chief's requifition for 
troops ; and as, after their embarkation, he was of opinion that 
thofe which remained would not be fuiEcien( to enable him to re- 
main at Williamfburgh, he took the refolution of paffing James 
River, and retiring to Portfmouth. An cxprefs was fent off to ac- 
quaint the commander in chief with this determination, and with the 
fteps taking for an immediate compliance . with his requifition. In 
the difpatches written on this occafion, which bear date the thirtieth 
of June, lord Cornwallis takes occafion to mention, that upon view- 
ing York (which had been propofed as a defenfive poft, proper to 
be taken for the fecurity of fhipping),^ he was clearly of opinion that 
it far exceeded his power, confiftentiy with the commander in chief's 
plans, to make defcnfnre pofts there and at Gloucefter, both of which. 
Vol. II. 3 E would 
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^ -^ TV ^' would be neceflaiy for the protedion of fhipping j and apparently 
u '.'^ 9 chagrined with tlic idea of having his force reduced fo far as to be 
obliged to ad upon the defenfive in a province where, in his own 
opinion, the moft vigorous offenfive operations were neeeflary, he 
intimated a willingnefs, if the commander in chief approved of it, 
to return to Charleftown, and take the command in South Ca- 
rolina, although in that quarter nothing but mortification and difap- 
pointment was to be expeded. 

The refolutio.n of palling James River being taken, the army 
marched from Williamfburgh on the fourth 'of July, and encamped 
on a piece of ground that covered a ford into the ifland of James 
Town ; and the fanie evening th^ queen's rangers pafled the river. 
On the fifth the wheel-carriages, and oa the fixth the bat-horfe& 
and baggage, were pafled over ; whilft the army continued in the 
fame ehcampment. In the naean time^ t^e marquis d? la Fayette, 
thinking that the main body of the Britifh .firmy had already crofled 
the river, advanced by forced marches tq i^ike. a blow at the rear- 
guard. Information of his approach was qommunicated to earl 
July. Comwallis about noon of the. fixth of Ji^y^ a^d fome pains were, 
taken, by fufFering the piquets to be infyiltp^ fpd driven in^ to con- 
firm him in the belief that only the rear-guard t of the Britifh army 
remained. About four m the aftpnooij, fome pf the outpofts were 
attacked by rifle-men and militia; but Fayette, ^ith the main body, 
did not appear till towards funfet, when he pafled a morafs with nine 
hundred continentals, fix hundred militia, and fome artillery, and 
began to form in front of the Britifli encampment. The Britifli 
troops were imn ^diately ordered under arms, and advanced to the 
attack in two lines. On the right, the aflfair was foon over; the 
Britifli troops in that quarter being oppofed only by militia, who 
were quickly put to flight: But, on the left, lieutenant-colopel 
Dundas's brigade, confifting of the forty-third, feventy-fixth, and 
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eightieth regiments, being oppofed by the Penfylvania line, aflifted ^ ^ \ P- 

by part of Fayette's continentals, with two pieces of cannon, the v — ^; 

a£lion, while it lafted, was fharp and bloody. After a fevere conteft 
the provincials were routed, and tKeir cannon taken. They fled 
acrofs^ the morafs in great confufion ; but by the time of their flight 
it was dark, and to that circumfl:ance alone they owed their fafety : 
An hour more of day-light would have probably be^n attended with 
the ruin of Fayette^s whole detachment, as the cavalry were in readi- 
nefs to purfue^ and the light-infantry and other troops on the right 
of the Britifh line in excellent condition to fupport them, from bav- 
icig fufl:ained no lofs in the adtion. In this adion the king's troops^ 
had five ofllcers wounded, and about feventy privates killed and 
wounded.' 'The lofs of the enemy in killed, wounded, and prifon^ 
ers, amounted to about three hundred. The weight of the aftion 
fell upoii the feventy-fixth' and eightieth regiments, both of them 
lately raifed ; and their firmnefs and intrepidity >jdid them fmgular ^ 
honour: The' gallantry and good condud: of lieutenant-colonel 
Dundas, who commanded them, merited and obtained the highefl; 
commendation. The ariny having paflfed James River, the troops 
ordered for embarkation were fent forward to Portfmouth, whilfl: rx)rdCom. 
lord Cornwallis FoHoWed by eafy marches with the reft.. james River, 

After the embarkation of the troops^ but before the tranfport^ put. p^^^^^^^^^ 
to fca, an order arrived from the commander in chief to countermand 
their failing. He wrote at the fame time to earl Cornwallis, ex- 
prefling his furprife that he fhould have taken the refolution of 
quitting the neck of land at Williamflburgh without confulting him y 
dire£ling liim, if he was ftill tKere, to remain until further orders ; . 
or, if he had left it, to endeavour to repofle'fs it, for the purpofe o£ 
eftablifhing a defenfive poft for the protedioa of fhips of the. line,,, 
which he fuppnfed might be found fomewhere within that neck, and: 
probably either at Old Point Comfort on Hampton .Road, or York. 

5 E 2 Towai 
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Town on York River : And as the firft of thefe places was recom- 
mended by the admiral, lord Cornwallis was direfted to examine it, 
and, if found eligible, to occupy it either with or without York 
Town, aslhould feem expedient. For the purpofe of eftablifhing 
fuch a poft as was wanted, his lordfhip was to be at liberty to retain 
all or any part of the troops ordered for embarkation, that fhould be 
found neceflary: And, in the ftrongeft terms, the commander in 
chief deprecated the idea of quitting the Chefapeak entirely ; on the 
contrary, he declared, that as foon as the feafon for adling in that 
country returned, he (hould probably fend there all the troops he 
cotild fpare from the different pofts under his command : He there- 
fore recommended it to lord Cornwallis, if he had quitted York, to 
re-occupy it, or at leaft to hold Old Point Comfort, if it was ppffible 
to do it, withxDUt at the fame holding York. 

Upon the receipt of thofe difpatches, lord Cornwallis, who by 
that time had reached Portfmouth, direfted Old Point Comfort to be 
viewed by the engineers and the officers of the navy. From their 
report it appeared, that works conftrufted on Old Point Comfort 
would neither command the entrance into Hampton Road, nor fe- 
cure his majefty's Ihips when lying at anchor within it : It could 
therefore be of no ufe as a defenfive flation for fhips : And as Portf- 
mouth was admitted, on all hands, not to be fuch a pofl as was 
ilefired, from its giving no protcftion to fhips of the line, lord Corn- 
wallis was of opinion, that the fpirit of his inftrudtions left him no 
other option than to fortify York and Gloucefler, the only places 
that remained capable of affording the requifite protection to fhips 
of that denomination. Meafures were accordingly taken for feizing 
and fortifying thefe pofls, and for evacuating Portfmouth. Part of 
the army, in tranfports and boats, proceeded up the Chefapeak, and 
took poffefTion of them on the firfl of Augufl ; and the evacuation 
of Portfmouth having been completed on the twentieth, lord Corn- 

wallis's 
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wallis's whole force on the twenty-fecond was concentered at York ^ ^ ^^ ^* 
and Gloucefter. 

In the mean time, general Wafhington had aflembled his army at 
Peek's Kill towards the end of the month of June, and marching 
from thence to White Plains, was there joined on the fixth of July 
by the count de Rochambeau with the French troops from Rhode 
Ifland. In the evening of the twenty-firft, the whole American and Junaion of 
part of the French army marched from their encampment towards Wafhington 
King's Bridge, and appearing before it early next morning, were ^^^^ ^^ *°*" 
drawn up in order of battle, whilft the French and American officers 
reconnoitred the pofition of the Britifh works. The fame fcene was 
re-aded in the morning of the twenty-third, and in the afternoon 
the confederated armies returned to their former encampment. Both 
the French and American commanders had been for fome time im- 
patiently expeding difpatches from the count de Grafle. At length 
they arrived about the middle of Auguft, and announced the inten- 
tion of the count de Grafle to enter the Chefapeak with his fleet 
about the end of the month, and commence his operations there. 
They alfo gave intimation, that he could not remain long upon the 
American coaft. 

If any doubt exifl:ed before, as to the point of attack, it was now 
rtmoved.- Nothing could any-where be done without a covering 
fleet ; and as the count de Grafle had determined to enter the Che- 
fapeak, it was agreed between Wafliington and Rochambeau, that 
Virginia ftiould be the fcene, and an attack upon lord Cornwallis the 
objeft, of their joint operations. Letters to this eflfeft were dis- 
patched to meet the count de Grafle on hi:a paflage, and in the mean 
time meafures were taken to continue fir Henry Clinton in the belief 
that New York was ftill the objeA of their enterprife. After feveral 
movements, and various deceptions pradifed to induce this belief, 

the 
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the allied army fuddcnly marched acrofs the Jerfeys to Philadelphia 
where it arrived on the thirtieth of Auguft. 

That the count de Graile intended to vifit the American coaft 
during the hurricane months in the Weft Indies, was no fecret ta 
the commander in chief at New York, He had made this difcovery 
from Wafliington's intercepted difpatches, and communicated it to 
carl Cornwallis ; and he had alfo received fimilar infonnation from 
the miniftry in England. Sir George Rodney, who commanded the 
Britifh fleet in the Weft Indies, feems alfo to have been convinced 
that fuch was the count de GrafTe's intention, and that the bay of 
Chefapeak was the place where he might be expefted. Advices ta 
this effect were difpatched by him to the commander of the king's 
fleet on the coaft of America, who was alfo advertifed, that at the 
proper feafon he might expedl to be reinforced by a detachnient from, 
the Weft India fleet, fo as to enable him to meet the count de 
Grafle, and fruftrate his intended operations. Sir George Rodneys 
does not appear ever to have entertained the idea, that count de 
GraflTe w^ould proceed to North America with his whole fleet; and; 
indeed, the contrary was rather to be prefumed, as it was natural to 
fuppofe that part of it muft be detached as a convoy .for the home- 
ward-bound French trade then coIleSed at Cape FranSoisV Upon 
the approach of the hurricane feafon, fir Samuel Hood v^as dif- 
patched to North America with fourteen Ihips of the line ; which^ 
with the fleet then at New York, it was thought would be an over- 
match for any force the count de Grafle could bring, even if he 
fhould be joined by the fleet from Rhode Ifland. Sir Samuel Hood 
made the land to the fouthward of the Capes of Virginia on the twenty- 
fifth of Auguft, and having met with none of the Britifh frigates 
that were ftationed to look out for him, proceeded to Sandy Hook, 
where he arrived on the twenty-eighth. Admiral Graves com- 
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manded on the American ftation, having fucceedcd admiral Arbuth- C H A P. 

not as the next fenior officer, upon his departure for England in the u — ,>- -^ 

1 781 
month of July, and was at this time with his fleet, confifting of 

feven fail of the line, in the harbour of New York. Only five of 
thefe were in readinefs for fea, the two others being under repair. 
From the intelligence brought by fir Samuel Hood, it was conjec- 
tured that the count de Grafle had either by this time arrived, or 
would foon make his appearance on the American coaft. No time 
could be fpared to wait for the (hips under repair ; the five that were 
in readinefs were ordered out of the harbour to join the fquadron 
under fir Samuel Hood ; and admiral Graves, as fenior officer, tak- 
ing the command of the whole, failed from the Hook on the thirty- 
firft of Auguft. Previoufly to his departure, intelligence had been 
received, that the French fquadron under M. de Barras at Rhode 
Ifland had failed on the twenty-fifth ; fo that the mod fangyinc 
expedladons were entertained that one or other of the French fqua* 
drons could not fail to be intercepted. But the event turned out 
very different firom thofe expectations : It was not then known that 
the count de Grafle had already arrived in the Chefapeak, and that 
the fleet under his immediate command, exclufive of the Rhode 
Ifland fquadron, confifted of twenty-eight fhi^s of the line. The 
count de Graflfe arrived in the Chefapeak on the thirtieth of Auguft, The Frcnck 
and was immediately joined by an officer from the marquis de la count"de ^ 
Fayette's army^ who had been for fome time waiting at Cape Henry i^'^jf^r^" 
in expedlation of his arrival, to communicate to him the ftate of P^ak. 
things in Virginia, and the pofts occupied by lord Cornwallis's anhy^ i 

In confequence of the information received from this officer, mea- 
fures were immediately taken for blocking up York River, on the 
banks of which lord Cornwallis had taken poft, and for conveying 
up James River the French land force brought from the Weft Indies, 
that it might form a jundion with the troops under the marquis de 

la 
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^ YT I V ^* ^* Fayette. In thefe fervices four of the count de Grafle's line- 
i- -V— -^ of-battle (hips and feveral frigates were employed ; and with the 
reft he remained at anchor in Lynhaven Bay juft within the 
capes. 

In the mean time admiral Graves having examined the entrance 
of the Delaware by means of his frigates, and finding no enemy to 
be there, proceeded on to the Capes of Virginia, in fight of which 
he arrived on the morning of the fifth of September. His advanced 
frigates fpcedily announced by fignal the appearance of an enemy's 
fleet at anchor within the capes j and the wind being very fair, the 
Britifh fleet entered to ofier it battle. As foon as the count de GraflTe 
perceived that the fleet about to enter the bay was the Britifli fleet, 
and not the Rhode Ifland fquadron which he expeded, he gave or- 
ders for his (hips to flip their cables, and form the line promifcuoufly 
as they could get up, with their heads to the eaftward ; that by get- 
ting out of the capes he might have more fea*room, and be able to 
Partial aaion avail himfelf of his fuperiority in numbers. The Britifh fleet having 
counrdV ^ ftretched in, and its rear being now nearly even with the enemy's 
^'^•Itr"^ van, the admiral made the fignal for the whole fleet to wear, by 
Graves, which manoeuvre it was put upon the fame tack with the enemy, 

and lay to windward in a line nearly parallel to them. Both fleets 
were now fteering to the eaftward and getting clear of the capes, the 
Britifli fleet bearing down upon the enemy as it advanced. At four 
in the afternoon a partial action commenced between the van and 
part of the centre of the two fleets, which continued until night put 
an end to it. The French van appeared to be confiderably warfted, 
as it was obliged to bear away, in order to give an opportunity to the 
centre to advance to its fupport: But no Ihip on either fide was 
taken. Admiral Graves preferved the weather-gage during the 
night, and intended to have renewed the battle next morning, until 
he found, from the report of the captains, that feveral of his (hips 
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were fo much difabled, as not to be in a condition to engage until ^ i^ A ^* 
their damages were repaired. Neverthelefs, the two fleets conti- u--^— , ^ 
nued in fight of each other for five daya^ and were at' fome times 
very near. The French, although it waa feveral times in their 
Option, from having gained the wind, (hewed no inclination to re- 
new the adion ; and it was not in the Britifh admiral's power, from 
the crippled ftatc of his fleet, to compel thenu At length the count 
de Graflfe, on the tenth, bore away for the Chefapeak, and the next 
day anchored within the capes. Upon his arrival he had the fatis£aic- 
tion to find that M. de Barras had got into the Chefapeak in iafety^ 
whilft the two fleets were at fea, bringing with him fourteen tranf* 
ports laden with heavy artiHery and all forts of military ftores proper 
for carrying on a fiege. The lofs of men on board the Britifl^i fleet 
in this adion amounted^ to ninety killed and two himdred and forty- 
fix wounded. The whole of the van divifion under admiral Drake 
had fuflfered oonfiderable damages in their mails, fails, and rigging : 
But the Terrible proved fo kaky after the aftion, that on the eleventh 
it was found neceOTary to abandon her. Her people, proviffons, and 
ftores, being taken out, ihe was fet on fire, a:nd burnt. Hie French 
accounts make their lofs in this adion amount to about two hun<^ 
dred and twenty men, including four officers killed and eighteen 
woimded. Admiral Graves, after reconnoitring the pofition of the 
French fleet upon their retunx to the Chefapeak, and finding that 
they blocked up the entrance, determined, in purfuance of the advice 
of a council of war, to return, to New York before the equinox, and 
there ufe every n^eans for putting his ihips in the bed pofiible date 
for fervice *. 

In 

• The reader U rcquefted to run his eye over the Plan of this aAion, by which it will appear^ 
that the advantages arifing from the fituation of the French were not improved as they might 
have been ; for when the Britifh fleet arrived, under a very favourable and leading wind, the 
French fleet was lying promifcuoufly at anchor; they were obUged to flip their cables and fcfcn 
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^ M-iv ^' ^^ *^^ mean time the commander in chief at New York, with a 

i— - ^^- mj view of making a diverfion in Connefticut, and drawing general 
178 1 

Wafliington*8 attention that way, detached brigadier-general Arnold 

with a confiderable force to make an attempt upon New London. 
The troops embsg^sed on this expedition confifted of the thirty- 
eighth, fortieth, and fifty-fourth regiments, the third battalion of 
New Jerfey volunteers, the loyal Americans, the American le^on, 
fome refugees, a detachment of yagers, and another of the royal 
artillery. They paffed through the Sound in tranfports, and landed 
in the morning of the fixth of September, about three miles from 
New London, in two divifions, one on each fide of the harboun 
That on the Groton fide, confifting of the fortieth and fifty-fourth 
regiments, the third battalion of New Jerfey volunteers, with a de- 
tachment of yagers and artillery, was commanded by lieutenant- 
colonel Eyre, and that on the New London fide, confiding of the 
reft of the troops, by brigadier-general Arnold. On the New 
London fide no great oppofition was made : A redoubt, from which 
the enemy had begun a cannonade, was abandoned by them upon 
the approach of general Arnold with part of his divifion ; and foon 
afterwards Fort Trumbull, that commanded the harbour, was en- 
tered by captain Millet at the head of four companies of the thirty- 
eighth regiment, through a fliower of grape-fhot which the enemy 
difcharged from their cannon, but without doing much mifchief, 
only four or five being killed or wounded in the aflault. General 
New London Amold loft uo time in taking poflTeffion of New London : He was 

taken by ge- ° * 

ncral Arndd. oppofed by a fmall body of the enemy with a field-piece j but they 

of them Aretched acrofs, and flood out to fea from the reft of their fleet: The re* 
mainder was obliged to make feveral tacks in working out of the bay. It was very gre* 
nerally faid, that had the Britifh fleet continued its courfe, the wind ftill being at {avoorable 
as it could blow, the (even French fliips fo advanced muft have been cut off from the reft of 
their fleet. But for fome reafon, which has never been explained, the Britifli admiral 
hauled his wind. The advance of the Britifli becoming their rear, the fleet ftood out to fea, 
and were followed by the French. Jn a fiiort time the afUon commenced. 

were 
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#ere foon fo'^hard prefled as to be obliged to fly, and leave their piece ^ Jf ^ *"• 
of artillery behind. On the Groton fide of the harbour was Fort \— ^^^^ \j 
Grifwold, a regular work of confiderable ftrength,. It was aflaulted '"^ '* 
on three fides by the fortieth and fifty-fourth regiments, under lieu- 
tenant-colonel Eyre, and defended by the enemy with the moft ob- 
ilinate bravery. 

At length the gallant eflforts of the aflailants were fuccefsfid ; and 
with fixed bayonets they entered the works through the embrafures, 
in the face of the enemy, who were armed with long fpears to op- 
pofe them. A confiderable carnage now eiifued, until the enemy 
were driven from the ramparts, and had ceafed from all farther re- 
finance. The honour obtained by the Britifti troops in this aflault 
was great, but too^early purchafed. Two officers, and forty-fix 
foldiers, were killed, and eight officers, with one hundred and thirty- 
five foldiers, wounded. General Arnold, upon his landing, had been 
informed that the works at Fort Grifwold were incomplete, and its 
garrifon inconfiderable : But when he arrived at New London, and, 
^from an eminence, had viewed its great ftrength, he difpatched an 
officer to countermand his orders for an aflault, who unfortunately 
reached colonel Eyre a few minutes too late. The fort had refufed 
to furrender, and the attack was begun. Of the garrifon eighty-five 
were killed, including colonel Ladyard, their commander ; fixty were 
wounded, mofl; of them mortally, and feventy made prifoners. Ten 
or twelve of the enemy's ftiips were burnt, and among them three 
or four armed veflels, and one laden with naval ftores. The refl: 
ran up Norwich River in the morning, and made their efcape. A 
great number of ftore-houfes were burnt, that contained an immenfe 
quantity of European and Weft India goods. Unluckily they alfo 
contained fome gunpowder, unknown to general Arnold, by the ex- 
plofion of which the flames were communicated to the dwelling- 
houfes in the town ; and a great part of it was confumed, notwith- 
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CHAP, landing every endeavour to ftop the progrefs of the conflagration. 

1781. 



Upwards of fifty pieces of cannon, and a great quantity of military 
ftores found in the different works, were alfo deftroyed *• 



• Return of Ordnance, &c. taken in Fort Grifwold and its Dependencies. 

In Fort Grifwold : Iron ordnance, motinted on carriages, i eighteen-pounder, 14 twdrc- 
poiinders, 2 nine-pounders, i fix-pounder, i four-poundcr, i three-pounder. Travelling ; i 
twelve-pounder, 2 four-pounders. In the Fleche ; travelling, 3 four-pouDders. On the lower 
battery, 7 eighteen -pounders, z twelve-pounders. Total of iron ordnance, 35.— MuiquetSy 
French, 106. — Pikes, 80.— !-&ound (hot, 1680 eight^n-pounders, 2100 twelve-pounderSy 290 
nine-pounders, ico fix-pounders, 20« four-pounders, 40 three-pounders. Grape (hot» 230 
righteen-pounders, 3 40 twelve-pounders, 75 nine-pounders, 70 fix-pounders, 90 four-pounden, 
75 three-pounders.-*Cartridges, filled, 12 eighteen-pounders, 23 twelve-pounders, 8 nine- 
pounders, 4 fix-pounders, 14 four-pounders, 6 three-pounders. Mufquet cartridges io,ooo; 
powder, corned, i $0 cwt. fpare carriages, x garrifon thirty-two pounder, i travelling twelve 
pounder, two ammunition waggons, ftores for the laboratory, IHk 

Return of Ordnance found and fpiked on the New London fide. 

Mine iron dghtoea-pounders, mounted at Fort Trumbull, $ fix-pounders at ditto, 6 twdve, 
or nine-pounders, mounted at Fort Folly ; 2 ditto difmounted; 1 twelve* pounder on the road 
to New London. Total 24. 

In Fort Trumbull, 14 eighteen, and three fix-pounders. 

A quantity of ammunition and ftores of di&rent kinds was deftroyed in the magazine aft 
Fort Trumbull, ^nd at the meeting-houfe in New London, 
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CHAP. XLV. 

The Confederate Armies arrive at JFilliam/burgb in Virginia — Lord 
ComwalUs vindicated from the Charges of Colonel Tarleton^— 
The Combined Armies encamp before Tork Town — Tork Town 
regularly invejled — Surrendered to General Wajbington — Efforts 
of Sir H. Clinton for the Relief of Lord ComwalUs — Recapture 
of St. Eujiatius — Succefsful Cruize of Admiral Kempenfeldt. 

A LT HOUGH the damage done to the Americans by this attack CHAP, 
upon New London was immenfe, it was not of fufiiclent im- y^ ,- _^ 
portance to ftop general Wafhington in his progrefs to Virginia. *''*' 
The enterprife in which he was now engaged was of the utmoll mo- 
ment. If fuccefsful, it would have a material influence in (horten- 
ing the duration of the war, and was not therefore to be abandoned 
for any partial confideration whatfoever. The combined armies, after 
paffing through Philadelphia, marched to the head of Elk River, 
which falls into the Chefapeak at its interior extremity, Tranfports 
from the French fleet were fent thither to receive them, and by the 
twenty-fifth of September the whole were landed in the neighbour- The confc- 
hood of Williamlburgh, and joined the troops under the marquis de f^c^t wn! 
la Fayette and monfieur de St. Simon. General Wafhington, and y^""^^**"^ 
the count de Rochambeau, with their fuites, left the army upon its 
arrival at the head of Elk, and proceeded by land to Williamlburgh, 
where they arrived on the fourteenth. They immediately repaired 
on board the Ville de Paris, to wait upon the count de GrafTe j and 

at 
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C HA P. at this meeting a council of war was held, in which the plan of their 
v^^^'^^mj future operations was finally fettled and agreed upon. 

*' '" About this time a party of North Carolina loyalifts, to the num- 

ber of fix hundred and forty, under the command of Macneil, 
a colonel of militia, furprifed Hillfborough, furrounded a chiuxh 
where a body of continentals were ftationed, and took about two 
hundred prifoners, among whom was Mn Burke, the gover- 
nor of North Carolina, his council, two colonels, four or five cap- 
tains, five fubalterns, together with feveral other men of rank ; and 
releafed fixty men that were in gaol on account of their fidelity and 
attachment to the Britifli government. On their return they were 
attacked by a body of about three hundred of the enemy, who lay 
in ambufh near the banks of the Rain Creek. An adion took 
place, in which the loyalifts fuffered the lofs of their colonel Mac- 
neil, and captain Doud, killed, and feveral other officers, with 
twenty privates, wounded ; but in which, now under the com- 
mand of Macdougald, they forced the enemy to leave the field, 
with the lofs of one colonel and one major killed, and thirty-fevea 
rank and file wounded. The loyalifts then proceeded on their march 
with governor Burke and the other prifoners, till they arrived, on 
the feventeenth, at a place called Raft Swamp, where they were 
joined by a fmall party of friends under colonel Kay. Before their 
junftion with this party they were fo much reduced as fcarcely to 
be fufficient for guarding the prifoners. They had offered to liberate 
Burke on his parole ; but he would not accept this favour, hoping 
to be retaken by general Butler, who was marching with his army 
with all poffible fpeed^ down Cape Fear River in purfuit of the 
loyalifts. Soon afterwards Macdougald with his party arrived 
at Wilmington, and delivered his prifoners to major Cnug, the 
governor. 

WhUft 
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Whilft that powerful combination between the French and Amc- CHAP, 
ricans was forming, earl Cornwallis took every opportunity of com- i_ ^ ' ^ 
municating to the commander in chief at New York the danger of *' *^ 
his fituation, in confequence of the French fleet having taken pot- 
feflion of the bay : And from him he received afTurances bearing 
date the fixth of September, that he would join him with four 
thoufand troops, who were then embarked, as foon as the admiral 
fhould be of opinion that he might venture. He was alfo informed 
that admiral Digby was upon the coaft, and daily expeded to arrive, 
with a reinforcement of fhips and troops. In the mean time the 
troops under his lordfliip were bufily employed in fortifying York, 
the works at which having been begun later than thofe on the op- 
pofite fide, and being alfo more extenfive, were not in the fame 
fliate of forwardnefs. It has been fuggefted* that about this 
period, that is, between the time of the junction of the French re- 
inforcement from the Weft Indies with the marquis de la Fayette, 
and the arrival of the confederate army from the head of Elk, 
lord Cornwallis ought to have attacked the former of thefe corps after 
their junction, and while they lay at Williamfburgh, and that he 
had a fufficient force to have attempted it with every profpedl of 
fuccefs. But lord Cornwallis's character for enterprife, of which Lord Com- 
his condud during all his campaigns in America affords the ftrongeft ratcdfrom' 
evidence, forbids even a fufpicion that any opportunity of ftriking a of^^ol'on'^^^ 
blow at the enemy was loft, which could have been embraced, con- Tarkton. 
fiftently with the orders under which he aded, the inftruftions he 
had received, and the intelligence which had been from time to time 
forwarded to him. It has alfo been faid t that if this meafure was 
not thought eligible, in that cafe he ought to have abandonnd York 
Town, and returned with his army to South Carolina. But it ought 

♦ Tarkton, p. 367, &c. t Tarlcton, p. 369. 

to 
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c HA P. to be recolle£ted, that, feme little time before this, he had been made 
ii '^'^mj acquainted with the commander in chief's defign of commencing 
" *' folid operations in the Chcfapeak, as foon as the feafon of the year 
would permit ; And if he had at this time withdrawn his armj 
from Virginia, that plan of operation, which he alfo knew was 
agreeable to the wiflies of the Britifh miniftry, muft have been en- 
tirely fruftrated. With this information before him, and with even 
a conditional affurance of relief, he would fcarcely have been jufti- 
fiable in taking a ilep that would have been attended with fuch a 
confequence, except under circumilances of a more prefling necellity 
than yet exifted. Befides this, by his march to Carolina he muft 
have abandoned and given up to the enemy, a confiderable quantity 
of artillery, the fhips of war, tranfports, provifions, ftores, and hof-< 
pitals with the lick and wounded. It feems, therefore, under all 
the circumilances, that fuch a flep at that time could not have been 
juftified : And had he attacked the marquis de la Fayette, previoufly 
to the arrival of Wafhington and Rochambeau, he muft have greatly 
impeded the progrefs of the works at York, by drawing off the 
troops employed upon them, from whofe unremitting labour during 
the month of September, they were in greater forwardnefs by the 
time the combined army aflembled at Williamiburgh than could have 
been expected, although they were not even then nearly finiflied. 
The works conftru£ting for the defence of York were of two kinds, the 
one for the immediate defence of the town, and the other a range 
of redoubts and field-works at fome diftance from it, calculated to 
impede the enemy's approach. 

In this untoward pofition the Britifh troops were ftationed, when 

the combined army of French and Americans appeared in fight of 

York, on the twenty-eighth of September, having marched from 

The com- Williamlburgh that morning. They encamped that night about 

encamp be- two milcs from the works, and the next morning were fecn extend- 
fore York ^ ^ 
Town. O mg 

. A. 
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ing themfelves towiards the left of the Britifh army, but at a cau- ^ ^^^^ ^• 
tious diftance. The latter wiflied to be attacked, but the enemy ap- ^»- -^^^ ^ 
peared difpofed to proceed with great circumfpcdion. Nothing ma- 
terial happened on this day, either within or without the lines, until 
the evening, when an exprefs arrived with difpatches from the com- 
mander in chief at New York, bearing date the twenty-fourth of 
September, In thefe earl Cornwallis was informed, that at a coun- 
cil held that day, between the general and flag officers, it was agreed 
that upwards of five thoufand troops fhould be embarked on board 
the king's fhips j that every exertion would be made, both by the 
army and navy ^ to relieve him; and that the fleet, confifting of twenty- 
three fail of the line, might be expedted to fail by the fifth of Octo- 
ber : And In a ppftfcript his lordfhip was advertifed, that admiral 
Digby, with three more fhips of the line, had juft arrived at Sandy 
Hook. Upon the receipt of thefe difpatches, lord Cornwallis in 
the night withdrew his army within the works of the town, in full 
expeftation of being ajble to hold both the polls of York and Glou- 
cefter until the promifed relief arrived, provided it came within any 
reafonable time. The works abandoned by the Britifh troops were 
occupied the next day by detachments from the combined army: 
The fame day -the town was regularly invefled ; and in the night York Tow« 
the enemy began to break ground, the French making their ^^^^ ^ *** 
approaches on the right of it, and the Americans on the left, the 
extremities of the two armies meeting at a morafs in front of the 
centre of the Britifh works. The fame day the duke de Lauzun, 
with his legion, and a body of Virginia militia under general Wee- 
don, took a pofition in front of the other Britifh poft at Gloucefler 
Town, and kept it from that time blockaded. In the night of the 
fixth of Odober the enemy made their firft parallel at the diflance 
of fix hundred yards from the Britifh works, and by the afternoon 
of the ninth, their batteries were completed, which immediately 
Vol. II. 3 G opened 
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C H A P. opened upon the town. From this time an incelTaat cannonade wa» 
c — v-.^ kept up : And the continued difcharge of {hot and {hells from a 
number of heavy cannon and mortars, in a few diys damaged the 
uhfinifhed works on the left of the town, filenced the guns that 
were mounted on them, and occafioned the lofs ©f a great ttumbet 
of men. In the night of the eleventh the enemy, with indefatiga^ 
ble perfeverance, opened their fecond paralld three hundred yarda 
hearer to the works than the firft. In the mean tkne the garrifoa 
did every thing in theit power to interrupt them in their work, by 
opening new embrafures for gutis, and keeping up a. coi^ftant firo 
with all the howitzers and fmall mortars they could man; and 
about this time, the lofs of men fuftained by the enemy was more 
confiderabje than at any other period during the fiege. llicy Were 
particularly annoyed and impeded in their approaches by two re- 
doubts, advanced about three hundred yards in front of the Briti{k 
works. Thefe they refolved to aflault j and to Excite a {pint of 
emulation^ the redudion of the one was comtnitted to the French^ 
of the other to the Americans- The attempt was made ui the night 
of the fourteenth, and in both inflances fucceedcd ; aad by the un** 
wearied labour of the enemy both redoubts were included in their 
fecond parallel before the morning. The Briti{h troops having been 
weakened by ficfenefs, as well as by the fire t)f the befiegers,^ lord 
Corhwallis could not venture to make fo large forties as to hope 
from them much fuccefs : But at the prefent cri{is fome attempt of 
^hat fort became necefTary, in order to retard the opening of the 
fenemy's batteries in their fecond parallel, againft the fire of which^ 
it was forefeen that the Briti{h works on the left, already- half^ 
ruined, could not {land many hours. A fortie of three hundred 
and {ifty men, under the diredlion of lieutenant-colonel Abcrcrom*- 
bie, was therefore ordered again{l two of the enemy's batteries, that 
feemed in the greateft ftate of forwardaefs. A detachment of the 
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piSLvd^^ with tlic eightieth company of grenadiers, under the com- ^ 5r ^ ^' 
mand of lieutenant-colonel Lake, of the guards, was ordered to u.— ^»--^ 
attack the one; and a detachment of light-infantry, under the com- 
mand of major Armftrong, was to attack the other. The two de- 
tachments accordingly fallied forth a little before day-break of the 
fixteenth of Odober, forced the redoubts that covered the batteries, 
fpiked eleven heavy csmnon, and after killing or wounding about 
one hundred of the French troops, who had the guard of this part 
of the trenches, returned within the lines with very little 
lofs. But this adion, although honourable to the officers and 
foldiers who performed it, yielded little public advantage. The can- 
non, having been haftily fpiked, were foon rendered fit for fervice; 
and before the evening, the whole battery and parallels appeared to 
be nearly complete. At this time not a gun could be ihewn by the 
garrifon on that fide of the works attacked by the enemy^ and the 
fiiells were nearly expended ; lord Cornwallis was therefore reduced 
cto the neceffity of either preparing to furrender, or attempting to 
cfcape with the greatefl; part of the army ; and he determined to at- 
tempt the latter, on the Gloifcefter fide of the river, where briga- 
dier de Chois^ now commanded, and Fay with a fmall corps at fome 
diflance, in front of the works* It was determined that he fhould 
be attacked before break of day by the whole Britiflx force; and the 
fuccefs of the attack was not in the kaft doubted. The horfes taken 
from him (for he had a confiderable corps of cavalry) would in, 
part mount the in£uitry, and the reft might be fupplied by others 
<olleded on the road. As no baggage was to be carried, his lord* 
ihip intended to have proceeded to the upper country by rapid 
inarches, leaving his future route uncertdn, until he came oppofite 
•to the fords of the great rivers ; when he meant to have turned off 
fuddenly to the northward, upon a fuppofition that the enemy's 
meaftires w^ald be,princip^ly diredted to prevent his efcape to the 
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^ XLV ^' ^o^thward. After turning to the northward, it Waa his lordfliip's 
^ -v^-^ defign to force his way through Maryland, Penfylvania, and the 
Jerfeys, and join the commander in chief at New York. Undoubt- 
edly the attempt was beyond calculation hazardous, and the ifllic 
totally precarious j but, if it afforded even a glimpfe of hope, it wac 
preferable to an immediate furrender. 

In purfuance of this defign the light- infantry, the greatcft part of 
the guards, and part of the twenty-third regiment, were embarked in 
boats, and tranfported to the Gloucefter fide of the river before 
midnight, when a violent ftorm arofe, which not only |)revented the 
boats from returning, but drove them a confiderable diftancc down 
the river. The paflage of the reft of the troops was:now become 
impradicable,' and, in the abfence of the boats^^ibfe that had 
already croffed could not poffibly return. In this divided ftate of 
the Britifli force, the enemy's batteries op^ened at break of day: 
Fortunately the boats returned foon afterwards, and brought back ia 
the courfe of the forenoon the troops that had been carried over iti 
the night, without much lofs, although the paflage between York 
and Gloucefter was greatly expofed to the enemy's fire. In the 
mean time, by the force of the enemy's cannonade, the !Britifh 
works were tumbling into ruin : Not a gun could be fired from 
them, and only one eight-inch and little more than an hundred 
cohorn ftiells remained. They were in many places aflailable al^ 
ready ; and if the fame fire continued a few hours longer, it was the 
opinion of the engineer and principal officers of the army,, that it 
would be madnefs to attempt to maintain them with the prefent 
garrifon, exhaufted by the fatigue of conftant watching and unre- 
mitting duty, and reduced in its numbers by ficknefs even more thaa 
by the enemy's fire. Under fuch circumftances his lordfhip, on the 
feventeenth of Odober, unwilling to expofe the remains of his gal- 
lant army to the danger of an aiTault, which) from the enemy's 
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numbers and the ruined ftate of the works, could not fail to be fuc- ^ ^^ ^• 
cefsful, made propofals for a capitulation. The terms were adjufted ^.- -v— ^ ' 
in thecourfe of the next day, which, though not altogether agreeable 
to earl Cornwallis's wifhes or propofals, w^ere neverthelefs fuch as his 
defperate fituation obliged him to accept ; and on the nineteenth the 
pofts of York and Glouceller were furrendered to general Wafhing- Surrendered 
ton as commander in chief of the combined army ; and the fhips of Waihington. 
war, tranfports, and other vefTels, to the count de Grafle, as com- 
mander of the French fleet. By the articles of capitulation, the 
garrifon of York and Glouceller, including the officers of the navy 
and feamen of every denomination, v^^ere to furrender as prifoners of 
war to the combined army : The land force to remain prifoners to 
the United States, and the feamen to the moft chriftian king. The 
garrifon was to be allowed the fame honours which the garrifon of 
Charleftown had obtained when it furrendered to fir Henry Clinton. 
The officers and foldiers were permitted to retain their private pro- 
perty J and the officers had liberty to proceed upon parole either to 
Europe, or any maritime poll on the continent of AmericcC in the 
poffeffion of the Britifh troops. Although the article for exempting 
from punifhment fuch of the natives or other inhabitants of America 
.as had joined the Britifh army, and were then at York, was rejefted 
by general Waffiington, the fame thing was in eflfed: obtained in a 
different form, by the permiffion granted to earl Cornwallis to fend 
the Bonetta floop of war to New York with his difpatches without 
being fearched, and with as many foldiers on board as he ffiould 
think fit, fo that they were accounted for in any future exchange. 
By this permiffion he was tacitly empowered to fend off fuch of the 
inhabitants as were obnoxious to punifhment ; which accordingly 
was done. 

By the furrender of the pofls of York and Gloucefler the Ame- 
xicans became pofTeffed of a large train of artillery, many of 

which 
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c H A P^ which were of brafs, together with a confiderable quantity of arms, 
S^. .i^^i ■; ammunition, warlike (lores, and provifions ; and to the French were 
delivered up one frigate, two (hips of war of twenty guns, and a 
number of tranfports and other veffels. The Charon, of forty-four 
guns, and another fhip of war, were fet on fire by the enemy's (hells, 
and deftroyed during the (iege. The combined army confifted of 
feven thoufand French and nearly the fame number of continental 
foldiers, and about five thoufand militia; On the day previous to 
the furrender, the rank and file of the gafrifons of York and Glou- 
cefter amounted to five thoufand nine h|xndred and fifty j but fo 
great was the number of the fick and wounBed, that only four thou- 
fand and feventeen were reported fit for duty. 
Effortt of fir In the mean time fir Henry Clinton had draughted firom the gar- 
ton for the rifon at New York a corps of feven thoufand of his beft troops, with 
Cornwdlifc which he propofed to embark on board the king's (hips, and impa- 
tiently waited for the moment when the fleet would be ready to fail. 
He had already informed lord Comwallis, that it was hoped the 
Heet would " ftart from New York about the fifth of Oftobcr ;" and 
afterwards, from the afTurances given him by the admiral, that it 
might pafs the Bar by the twelfth^ if the winds permitted, and no 
unforefeen accident happened : But the fleet did not finally leave 
Sandy Hook until the nineteenth, the day on which lord Comwallis 
furrendered. The commander in chief embarked with the troops, as 
he had propol^d, and the event of the fiegc not being then known^ 
both the navy and army put to fea with a determined refolution to 
make the moft vigorous eflforts for the relief of earl Comwallis, 
and with confident hopes that thofe efforts would be attended with 
the moft complete fuccefs. It was, therefore, vnth esttreme mortifi-^ 
cation, when they arrived off the Capes of Virginia on the twenty- 
fourth, that they received accounts which led them to fufpedl that 
earl Comwallis had already capitulated. They however remained 

off 
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joff the mouth of the Chefapeak until the twenty-ninth. The Intel- CHAP, 
ligence received during this interval was fo, uniform in its tendency^ y^ --^^■'-^ 
that no doubt at laft remained about the iflue of the fiege. It was '' '* 
apparent, that the Britifh armament had arrived too late to afford 
earl Comwallis the promifed relief; and as that relief was the fole 
obje£t of the expedition, the admiral determined to return to New 
York. The Britifh fleet at this time confifted of twenty-five fhips of 
the line, two fifty-gun fhips, and eight frigates : That of the French 
amounted to thirty-fix fail of the line, befides frigates. Unfortu- 
nately, the letter written by earl Cornwallis to the commander in 
chief, acquainting him with the furrender of the pofls of York and 
Gloucefler, and narrating the caiifes that led to that event, with the 
motives that influenced his own conduct, produced a difference be- 
tween them, which tern^nated in an appeal to the public^ Such 
was the fate of the army ; which^ if fuccefs were the uniform refult 
of merit, would have undoubtedly fhared a different fate : If bravery 
in the field, and patient, and even cheerful, fubmiflion to fatigue,, 
inclement fkies, and the want not only of the comforts, but fome- 
times even of the neceffaries of life *, have any claim to efleem and 
admiration. It has been obferved, and juflly, that in almofl all the 
general adlions to the northward, the troops under fir William Howe 
were fuperior in number to thofe under general Wafhington ; but, 
on the contrary, in every general aftion to the fouthward, the enemy 
greatly outnumbered the Britifh either under lord Comwallis or lord 
Rawdon. 

The misfortune that happened in Virginia was foon afterwards 
followed by another in the Wefl Indies, which, although not of equal 

• The writer of this narrative relates thefe things from his own knowkdge. The fouthem 
army had no provifion in the field but what paffed through his hands. Their allowance waa 
frequently fcanty, and generally bad. The acmy under lord Cornwallis^ in marches and. 
counter-marches^ macohed aboTC I5cf6 mxks. 
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CHAP, magnitude, was the caufe of much difcontent, as it feemed to havfe 



arifen from grofs negligence or ftill greater mifconduft. This was 
Recapture of the recapture of the Dutch ifland of St. Euftatius by the marquis de 
Bouille, The marquis having received minute information, by 
means of fome of the traders, of the ftate of the ifland, together with 
the carelefliiefs of the governor, he determined to attempt the re- 
duction of it by furprife. It has been already noticed, that the ifland 
of St. Euftatius might be confidcred as a natural fortification, with 
only one fafe landing-place, where the town flood, and which was 
proteded by a fort. But at the back of the ifland were alfo fome 
fmall bays, where a landing might be effeded in very moderate wea- 
ther, although at all times accompanied with confiderable rifk and 
danger. Of one of thefe, which had been left unguarded, the mar- 
quis de Bouille had received intelligence ; and there he determined 
to attempt a defcent. Having embarked about two thoufand men in 
a number of fmall vefl^els, he failed from Martinique, and took his 
meafures fo as to arrive before the place where he propofed to land 
early in the night. So hazardous was the attempt, that in embark- 
ing, many of the boats were daflied to pieces, and a number of foldiers 
loft ; and with all the efforts he could make, not more than four hun- 
dred men were landed by an hour before daylight j and as almoft the 
whole of the boats were by this time daftied to pieces, no hopes 
remained of being able to land the reft. As the troops which had 
been landed were not equal in number to the garrifon, the marquis 
de Bouille was fenfible that nothing but a bold attempt to take the 
fort by furprife could poflibly fucceed. He accordingly put his 
troops in motion, and marched with the utmoft expedition towards the 
fort, diftant about fix miles. The way to it was not only difficult, but 
interfered by a defile where a handful of men might have ftopped 
an army. But in his fituation every rifk was to be run* His retreat 
being cut off, nothing but fuccefs could poffibly fave him and his 
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troops from deftrudion or captivity. A difcharge of mufquetry from 
the French at a divifion of the Britilh troops, which was feen ex- 
crcifing in a field at fome diftance from the fort, gave the firft alarm 
to the garrifon. Thofe who were in quarters immediately hurried 
to the fort, and fo loaded the draw-bridge, that it could not be raifed 
until the enemy arrived, and entered with them. Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn the governor, who had been taking an early ride according 
to cuftom, feeing fome ftrange veffels off the ifland, took the alarm 
and returned ; but the French in the mean time had reached the 
town, and made him prifoner before he difmounted *. 

Thus was the ifland of St. Euftatius reduced by the marquis dc 
Bouille on the morning of the twenty-fixth of November, with na 
ether lofs than ten foldiers killed and wounded. With the ifland the 
conquerors became poflTefled of a large fum of money, eftimated at 
two millions of livres, being the produce of the late fales of prizes, 
Whilfl: St. Euftatius was in the poflTeflion of Great Britain, fome 
pains had been taken to fortify it. Sixty-eight pieces of artillery 
were mounted for its defence, and the garrifon confifl:ed of twa 
regiments, muftering fix hundred and feventy-feven men. The de- 
pendant iflands of St. Martin's and Saba were attacked immediately 
afterwards, and fhared the fame fate as St. Euftatius. 

After all thefe misfortunes, the year 1781 clofed with a fuccefsful Succcftful 
cruize of admiral Kempenfcldt in the European feas. Information I^I^Vcm-* 
had been received in England, that a large convoy of tranfports with P^^^^^ 
troops, and of fl:ore-ftiips and provifion veflels, was getting ready at 
•Brefl:, and to fail in the month of December, the greateft part of it 
being defl;ined for the fleet under the count de Grafle, and the 

• Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, a native of Aberdeen, was afterwards tried by a couit- 
iDartial, and found guilty of culpable negle6l in not taking the necefTaiy precautions for the 
defence of the ifland, tiotwithftanding he had received the fulleft intelligence of an intended 
attack. • 
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^ V r d^ ^' remainder for M. de SufFrein's fquadron in the Eaft Indies ; and 
\^ .^v— -; the whole to be convoyed a certain diftance by a fleet of fhips of 
^ * war under the command of the count de Guichen. To cruize for 
and endeavour to intercept this fleet and convoy, admiral Kern- 
penfeldt was difpatched in the beginning of December with twelve 
fhips of the line, a fifty-gun fliip, four frigates, and a fire-fhip, being 
all that were then in readinefs for fea. On the twelfth of that 
month he fortunately got fight of them in a hard gale of wind^ 
when the French fleet was much difperfed, and the convoy confider* 
ably afl:ern. The admiral determined to profit by the enemy's 
accidental fituation, and by carrying a prefs of fail to endeavour to 
cut oflf their convoy j in which attempt he in part fucceeded. A 
confiderable number of prizes were taken, fifteen of which arrived 
fafe in Britifli ports, while fome that had flruck afterwards efcaped 
in the night. Two or three were faid to have been funk; and many 
"Others loft their voyages in confequence of the great difperfion of the 
convoy that neceflarily enfiied* In the mean time the count de 
Guichen was colleding his fhips, and forming the line. Towards 
the evening the Britifh admiral found it neceflary to do the fame ; 
and, after taking meafures for keeping his fleet connected, went 
upon the fame tack with the enemy^ intending to engage them in? 
the morning. But when day-light appeared^ and he faw the French 
fleet to leeward, confifting of nineteen fhips of the Hne and two 
others armed en flute, he did not think it prudent to rifk an engage- 
ment ; and contenting himfelf with endeavouring to fecure the prizes 
already made, returned with his fleet to Portsmouth. The Aga- 
memnon, however, and- the frigate la Prudente, were detached ta 
follow the French fleet, with a view of capturing any of the convoy 
that might chance to be feparated. It does not appear that they, met 
with any fuccefs in this defign ; but on the twenty-fifth of December 
they made prize of five large fhips bound from Bourdeaux to Marti*- 
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nique, which were deftined to join the convoy under the count de 
Guichen. The prizes carried to England had on board near eleven 
hundred land forces, and between fix and fevcn hundred feamen. 
They were almoft all freighted on the French king's account, and 
were chiefly laden with brafs and iron ordnance, gunpowder, fmall- 
arms, flints, bomb-fhells, cannon-balls, and a vaft variety of other 
ordnance and military flores. Some of them were laden with cables^ 
fail-cloth, and cordage; and others with wine, oil, brandy, rum, 
flour, bifcuit, and falted provifions. From the nature of the lading 
with which thefe flxips were freighted, the importance of the capture 
is very apparent ; and fortunately for the fafety of the Britifh Weft 
India iflands, the remainder of the French convoy, that efcaped 
being taken, was fo fliattered and difabled by ftormy weather, that 
Only a few of them, accompanied by two fhips of war, were able to 
hold on their courfe and join de Graflfe. The reft put back to repair 
their damagest 
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Zffec^s of the Capture of Lord CornwaUis's Army^-^Meeting of 
Parliament — Siege of Fort St. Philip's in the IJland of Mifiorca — 
Capitulation of Fort St. Philip' s-^Redudlion of the IJland of St. . 
Chrijlophers — General Carleton appointed Commander in Chief in 
America injlead of Sir Henry Clinton — l<iaval Engagement he^ 
tween Admiral Rodney and the Count de Grajfe — Projperity of 
Britijh Affairs in the Eajl Indies — Condudt of the new Adnuni- 
^ration — Repulfe and Difcomfiture of the Spa/iiards and French 
t^efore Gibraltar^ — Relief of Gibraltar. 



C- H A P. A FTER fo many defeats ami' loffes to which the arms of congreft 

^ ' > had been fabjeded for fcveral years paft, fo brilliant an event 

ifF a^of the ^ ^^^ capture of a whole army, and at ita head a commander who 

•apturc of was efteemed one of the braved and mod enterprifincj of their foes, 

Jbrd Com- , . . . 

iiKalC»'8 army, could not fail to give them the mod heart-felt fatisfaflion) and was 
accordingly celebrated with fuitable rejoicings and every other demon- 
ftration that coiJd ferve to convey to tlie people a proper idea of ita 
importance. By fuch means the authority of congrefs, which had 
begun to be (haken^ was ag^in edablifhed ; the clamours of thofe 
who had become tired of the war, and wifhed for peace jxpoa almoft 
any terms, were filenced ; the defponding were re-afliired ;. the a&ive 
and zealous invigorated ; and all claifes, for a time^ reconciled to 
bear their prefent didreffes with patience, in the hope that fo fignal 
an advantage would fpeedily 6peraie their relief. But greatly as the 
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Yiew3 of congrefs were forwarded by the influence of this event ^ l\ ^ '• 
upon the people of the revoked colonies, the benefits thence derived 
were inconfiderable compared with thofe that fprung from the effedls 
produced by it upon the people of Great Britain. The fums raifed 
by parliament for the fupport of the war, which feemed to increafe 
every year of its continuance, were already fo immenfe, that the 
public burdens impofed for the payment of the intereft were nearly 
infupportable. The murmurs of the people had been hitherto fup- 
prefled, from the hopes held out of a fpeedy and fuccefsful termina- 
tion of the war ; and with the recovery of the revolted coloniea^ 
accompanied by the monopoly of their trade, they were taught to 
cxpedt fuch an influx of wealth as would fpeedily compenfate for 
the prefent extraordinary expenditure. But after the events of the 
lad campaign, no one could be found fo fanguine as to expedt that 
the revolted colonies could be recovered by force of arms. The 
experience of nearly fix years ferved to fhow, that although a pro-^ 
vincc might be over-run and fubdued, it could not be fecured and 
preferved without the concurrence of the inhabitants : And the war 
waged in the fouthern colonies for two years paft, eftablifhed the 
£ai£l beyond contradiction. Although Georgia had been completely 
reduced, and civil government re-eftablifhed : Although all refilb- 
^ance had ceafed in South Carolina, and a general fubmiflion taken 
place among the inhabitants : Although the Britifh commanders in 
thofe provinces had been uniformly fuccefsful in all general adions 
they fought, and had not in a fingle inftance been defeated : Yet 
Charleftown and Savannah, the two capitals, with a few dependant 
pofts, were all that at this time remdned to Great Britain of thofe 
extenfive provinces. Theie fadts naturally led to this inference, that 
it was madnefs to perfift in an expenfive war, in which even fuccefs 
fuled to produce its natural confequences^ Such were the fenti- 
meata beginning to prevail ajnongft the people, when the parliament 
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C H A IJ. ij^et on the twenty-feVehth of November of the preceding year. lir 
u— V- — ' the king's fpeech the lofles in America were ncithei; diffembled non 
Meeting of palliated ; but ftated as a ground for requiring the firm fupport of 
parliament, parliament, and a more vigorous, animated, and united exertion of 
the faculties and refources of the people; whilft his majefly, at thtf 
fame time, exprefled his determined refolution to perfevere in the 
defence of his dominions until fuch a pacification could be made as 
might confift with the honour of his crown and the permanent in- 
tereft and fecurity of his people. An addrefs of thanks being moved 
for in the ufual form, was violently combated by the oppofition, 
under an idea, that if they agreed to it, they bound themfelves to 
fupport his m^jefty in profecuting the American war j and ah amend*^ 
ment of a different tendency was offered by Mr. Fox. But thrf 
amendment was rejeded, and the addrefs carried in its original form^< 
by a confiderable majority of two hundred and eighteen againft one 
hundred and twenty-nine. In the courfe of this debate, although the 
minifters did not feem to be perfedly agreed atoongft themfelves, it 
appeared to be their distcrmination no longer* to carry on the wa* 
internally in the colonies,but to keep poffefEoii of thofc pofts which 
they at prefent held, and direft their principal efibrts againft Francej^ 
Spain, and Hollarid. ;.•'»- . ^ . ; . . 

This difclofuite of: a phange in the modfe of cotiduding the war^ 
although it muft have opeirated afe a reKef to the' colonies, gave nd 
fatisfadion to the. oppofition,: whp maintained that thfe general voice 
of the nation demanded a peace with Aimerica; whereas the mU 
niftry ftill avowed thre 'de%n-of «artyihg 6n that wkf, arid had otAf 
varied the form. The dppofltidn ' iidv*' locked forwafrd with eager 
cxpedation to the aera oif tHfe diflbltttiftn 6f thatminiftif which had 
fo long fuccefsfully withflbod tlieir rudeft attacks. The misfbltunci 
of thelaft campaign gave thfettiittdVantages which all the influence 
and power of the admiaiftfeal4oh-W^re unable td fuimdnnt. By this 
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time the American war was generally difreliflied'amongft the people; ^ ^ a p^ 
and by the oppoution it was reprobated, together with the incapa- v,^ ^v^ ^ 
city and mifcondudt of minifters, as the caufe of all our misfor- 
tunes. The profeoition of it, unfortunate as it had been, was ftill 
fuppofed to be a favourite meafure with the court* The oppofition,. 
on the other hand, loudly maintained, that to put an end to it was 
the only means of faying the nation from bankruptcy and ruin : 
And upon this ground, the ftrongeft they could adopt, as being that 
oa which they expected to be fupported by the nation, they conti- 
nued to harafs and diftrefs adminiftration by a fucceffion of motions 
in the houfe of commons, until at laft, on the twenty-feventh of Fcbruai^ 
February, they fucceeded in carrying a vote for addrefling his ma- 
jefty to diredt his minifters no longer to wage an oflfenfive war 
againft the revolted colonies, and to affure him that they would mofl 
cheerfully concur in fuch meafures as may be found neceffary to ac- 
celerate the blefling of returning peace. This vidory gained by the 
oppolition with a majority of two hundred and thirty-four againft 
two hundred and fifteen, was confidered as a prelude to the diffolu- 
tion of the old adminiftration, which accordingly, about the end of 
March, gave place to a new one, formed Under the aufpices of the Marclb 
marquis of Rockingham.. The cabinet, including the marquis as 
firft commiffioner of the treafury, was compofed of the earl of 
Shelbum and Mr. Fox, appointed fecretaries of ftate; lord Camden, 
prefident of the council; the duke of Grafton, privy feal; lord John 
Cavendifh, chancellor of the exchequer; admiral Keppel, firft com- 
* miflioner of the admiralty ; general Conway, commander in chief 
of the forced ; the duke of Richmond, mafter-general of the ord- 
nance ; colonel Barre, treafurer of the navy ; and Mr. Burke, pay- 
mafter-general. 

- During thefe contentions for power, between the old adminiftra- 
tion and thofe who fucceeded them, the intelligence that arrived of 
4 aew 
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C H A P. Qcvir misfortunes and loffes fuftained abroad in the beginning of the. 

V— ■>^v'^^ prefent year, undoubtediy ferved to haften the overthrow of the 
former, and to complete the triumph of the latter. It may be re- 
membered, that in the preceding year a joint expedition having 
been planned by France and Spain againft the ifland of Minorca, aa 
irmament fitted out at Cadiz was landed upon the ifland on the 
twentieth of Augufl, which was foon afterwards joined by a confi- 

Siege of Fort dcrable body of French troops from Toulon. The duke de Crilloii 

8t. Philip's ^ .... 

intheiHand Commanded the expedition: He carried with him an immenfe ar- 
tillery of one hundred and nine pieces of the heaviefl cannon, and 
thirty-fix mortars, for the fiege of Fort St. Philip's ; and after the 
jundion of the French, his army amounted to fixteen thoufand men* 
General Murray, an oflScer of undoubted bravery and great expe- 
rience, commanded at Minorca : The garrifon confifled of about 
two thoufand feven hundred men, four hundred of whom were inva-^ 
lids fent from England in the year 1 775 ; but the works of St. Phiiip^g^ 
Caftle were fo numerous and extenfive^ that the garrifon did not 
amount to half the number which would have been neceffary com- 
pletely to man them. Notwithflanding this weaknefs, the defence^ 
of the place was brave and fpirited, and fuitable to the high military- 
charader of the officer who commanded. For three months after 
the commencement of the flege, the enemy made fcarcely any im* 
preffion on the works, and did little injury to the garrifon j but 
after they had finifhed their batteries, and mounted all their guns 
and mortars ; the fire from fo tremendous an artillery began to da- 
mage the upper works of the caftle, and rendered a number of the 
guns mounted upon them unferviceable. Still, however, the body 
of the works remained uninjured, and the garrifon not much di- 
minilhed. But, about this time, a mofl inveterate fcurvy began to 
prevail amongft the troops, which, baffling all medical fkill, by the 
beginning of February had fpread fo widely, that of the whole gar- 
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rifon only fix hundred and fixty were capable of bearing arms. ^ J?xi?J ^' 
Under thefe circumftances general Murray 'vcas reduced to the ne- v- ' w - ^ 
ceflity of capitulating. In the articles of capitulation every thing Capitulatioo 
was granted that he required, except' the claufe for freeing the gar- phn,y«. 
rifon from being prifonerg, to'which the duke de Crillon was pro- 
hibited from confentiog by a fpecial inftrudion of the king of Spain ; 
but in order to foften the rigour of this inftruftion^ the troops were 
allowed to be fent to Great Britain, under the cuftomary condition 
of not ferving until they were regularly exchanged* The terms of 
capitulation having been fettled, St. Plilip's Caftle was furrendered 
on the fifth of February : And thus the ifland of Minorca was re^ 
ftored to the crown of Spain^ after it had been in the pofleflion of 
Great Britain about feventy-four years. The whole lofs of the gar»- 
rifon, in killed and wt)und€d, during the fiege, amounted to two 
hundred and eight: Of thefe fifty-nine were killed, and one hun- 
dred and forty-nine wounded. 

Nearly about the fame time the ifland ef St. Chiiftopher's in the Rcd.u^Jon of 
Weft Indies was reduced by the marquis de Bouill^. After the re- St. Ckrifto- 
turn of the coimt de Graffe with his fleet from North America^ ^ ^ ** 
an expedition was planned between him and the marquis de Bouille 
againft the ifland of Barbadoes, in confequence of which the latter 
embarked with eight thoufand troops^ and the fleet failed from Marti- 
nique on the twenty-eighth of December. By contrary winds it was 
driven greatly to leeward, and as Barbadoes was to windward of 
Martinique, and much time would be loft in beating up, the French- 
commanders determined to change the obje£): of the expedition,, and 
proceed againft the ifland of St. Chriftopher's, where the troops were 
landed on the eleventh of January. Brigadier-general Frafer, a 
brave old oflScer who commanded the few Britifli troops that were 
in the ifland^ fiading himfelf totally unable to. oppofe the landing 
ef the French,, took poft with his little garrifon upon Brimftone 
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^ XLvi ^' ^^^^' where he was joined by govemer Shirley with fome militia of 
^ ""i^^ "^ the ifland. The regular force under Frafer confided of the firft 
battalion of the firft regiment, the two flank companies of the fif- 
teenth, and a detachment of the royal artillery, the whole amount* 
ing to fix hundred men. The militia who joined him with gover- 
nor Shirley, were about three hundred. Brimftone Hill, where he 
took poft, was a place of great natural ftrength, from its height and 
inacceffibility : Some works had been eredled upon the top of it, 
but in no refped): fuitable to the natural ftrength and importance of 
the place. The French, having landed, immediately began to inveft 
Brimftone Hill, whilft the count de GrafTe with his fleet lay at an- 
chor in Baffe Terre Road, to cover the fiege. Sir Samuel Hood, 
who in the abfence of fir George Rodney commanded the BritifH 
fleet in the Weft Indies, and was then at Barbadoes, having received 
intefligence of the deftination of the French armament, failed #ith 
his fleet for the relief of St. Chriftopher's, where he arrived in the 
evening of the twenty-third of January. The next mottling at 
dawn he began to form his line, with a view of bearing down 
and attacking the French fleet at anchor. His own fleet cohfifted 
of only twenty-two (hips of the line: That of the count de Grafle 
amounted to thirty-two ; but even with this inferiority, relying on 
the fuperior (kill and valour of Britifh feamen, he determined to'make 
a bold attempt for the relief of the ifland. From the circumftancc of 
two of his (hips running foul of each other, he was prevented from 
executing his defign on that day; and in the mean time he took a 
French frigate from Martinique, loaded with ordnance ftorcs for 
the fiege of Brimftone Hill, the capture of which greatly delayed 
the. enemy in making their approaches. The next morning the 
Britilh fleet having formed the line, advanced to the attack. The 
count de Grafle, on perceiving their defign, left his ancliorage 
ground and ftood out to fea, with a view of obtaining room to avail 
' : ' ^ hitofclf 
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himfelf of his fuperiority in number. Sir Samuel Hood immedi- ^ H A P- 
ately faw the advantage to be gained from this movement of the 
enemy, and flill preferving the appearance of an attack, in order to' 
draw them farther from the land, at lad pufhed by them with full 
fail, and took pofieffion of the anchorage which they had quitted. 
The count de Grafle attempted to cut off the Britiih rear^ but com- 
modore A£9eck, who commanded it, fupported by his feconds, cap* 
tain Cornwallis and lord Robert Manners, kept up fo tremendous 
a fire, that he could make no impreffion, and, with little lofs to them- 
felves, greatly covered the other ftiips of the divifion whilft getting 
into their ftations in the anchorage-ground. Two attacks were 
made the next day by the count de Graffe upon the BritijQi fleet at 
anchor ; but in both he was repulfed, and in the lail with fo con- 
fiderable lofs, that during the rediainder of the fiege he kept at a 
difiance. The lofs of the Britifh fleet in thefe attacks amounted to 
feyenty-two ^tilled, and two hundred and forty-four wounded : 
That of the French is unknown, but it was faid that they fent a 
thoufand wounded men to St. Euftatius. The fuccefsful manoeuvre 
pradifed by the Britifh admiral of decoying the count de Grafle 
from the road of Baffe Terre, and occupying it in his ilead, pro- 
duced at firll flattering expectations that the ifland might yet be 
preferved. But the great fuperiority of the French force on fhore, 
compared with that of the garrifon, foon enabled the marquis de 
Bouille to inveft the fort on Brimftone Hill fo clofely, that all com- 
munication between it and the Britiih fleet was entirely cut off, 
whilft, in confequence of the fame caufe^ his own communication 
with the count dc Graffe was open, by means of every other land- 
ing-place upon the ifland, except that of Baffe Terre Road. The 
French, although expofed to a vigorous fire from the garrifon, and 
coniiderably delayed by the capture of one of their ordnance veffels, 
and the lofs of another, wrecked upon the rocks, continued to ad«^ 
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vance their works and profecute the attack with unremitting induf- 
try, until they had mounted on their different batteries twenty-four 
large mortars, and twenty-three pieces of heavy cannon. The effeft 
of the fire from fo powerful an artillery adting upon a fpot, the 
greateft diameter of which was not more than two hundred yards^ 
may be eafily conceived : Early in the fiege, every houfe on the 
hill was either confumed or torn to pieces by the enemy^s bombard* 
ment and cannonade : In the latter part of it, almoft all the gun6 
were either difmounted or difabled ; and at laft an entire and per- 
fe^ breach was made on the north-weft fide of the works, which, 
from the want of intrenching tools, it was impoffible to repsdn By 
this time airo,from the great defertion of the militia, and the number 
of the killed and wounded, thofe who remained in the garrifon^ fit 
for duty, did not exceed five hundred men. After all the efTorts of 
courage and perfevcrance, governor Shirley and general Frafer were 
reduced to the neceffity of capitulating. Very liberal terms were 
obtained both for the inhabitants and the garrifon : And on the 
twelfth of February, the fort at Brimftone Hill, and the ifland of 
St. Chriftopher's, with the dependent ifland of Nevis, were furren- 
dered to the marquis de Bouille. The whole lofs of the BritiOi re- 
gulars in garrifon at Brimftone Hill during the fiege, amounted to 
one hundred and feventy-fix ; thirty-eight being killed, one hun- 
dred and twenty-five wounded, and thirteen miffing. There being 
no farther occafion for the Britifh fleet to remain in Baffe Terre 
Road, fir Samuel Hood put to fea in the night of the fourteenth, 
unperceived by the enemy, and direfted his courfe to Barbadoes, 
where he expeded to meet fir George Rodney with a reinforcement 
of fliips from England. The furrender of Montferrat, as was ex- 
peded, fucceeded the lofs of St. Chriftopher's and Nevis; a detach- 
ment firom the French fleet, on its return to Martinique, having ap- 
peared before it on the twenty-fecond of February. 

From 
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From the avowed principles and fentiments of thbfe who held the ^ xLVL^ 
chief offices in the new adminiftration, no doubt was entertained v-i^^^^^j 
that peace with the revolted colonies would be one of the firft objeAs 
of their attention, and that the claim of independence fet up by the 
latter, would be no bar to a fettlement. In the preceding year the 
American congrefs had granted full powess to five of their agents in 
Europe to treat of a peace ; and with thofe perfons, or fome of 
them, means were found to open an intercourfe early in April : But 
fo many^ previous difficulties were to be cleared away, that fome 
time muft be expeded to elapfe before they could enter on the final 
difcuffion of the bufmefs. 

One of the laft afts of the former adminiftration was to appoint General 
general Carletoa (now lord Dorchefler) commander in chief in pointed com- 
America in the room of fir Henry Qipton. He was continued in SilcfbAmc- 
office by the new adminiflration ; ancJs in confequence of the "^j^'hw^ 
inftru&ions he received, a fort of tacit ceffation of hoflilities was Clinton. 
obferved between the two armies in the neighbourhood of New 
Yorkj neither dT them attempting to molefl the other. In other 
parts of the world, the war was flill to be profecuted with vigour 
againft France, Spain, and Holland. The two former of nhefe 
powers had agreed to renew their attempt this year againft the 
ifland of Jamaica : And to fruftrate their defigns, fir George Rod- 
ney, foon after his arrival in England in the fall of the preceding 
year;, was difpatcheid to refume his command in the Weft Indies with, 
a reinforcement of tw:elve fliips of the line. He failed from the 
Channel in January, and arrived at Barbadoes on the nineteenth of 
February. In confequence of the intelligence there received of the 
attack made on St. Chriftopher's (the news of its furrender not 
having then arrived), he put to fea immediately^ with an intention 
of joining fir Samuel Hood, and attempting its relief. On his pafT- 
-age he met the Britifh fleet returning from St. Chriftopher's ; and as 

the 
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^ VI VI ^' t^^ ifland was already furrendered, and the count de Grafle had 
y^ - v - ■*> failed for Martinique, he proceeded witH the whole fleet to St. Lucie, 
^ ' the moft convenient ftation for watching the enemy's motions. For 
this purpofe fome of his frigates were ftationed fo as to give him the 
carlieft intelligence ; whilft the reft of the fleet took on board provi- 
fions and water to laft them for five months. As the fafety of Ja- 
maica, and indeed of every other Britilh ifland in the Wefl: Indies, 
depended upon the exertions now to be made to bring the count de 
April. Graflt to adion, before he could form a juniflion withi the Sjpanifh 
fleet to leeward, the intervening fpace of time was probably a period 
not only of great expectation, but of much anxiety and difquietude^ 
to the Britifti admiral. » u 

On the fifth of April intelligence was received, thit the French 
were embarking trOops oh board their fliips of War; and on the 
eighth, at break of day, a fignal from the Andromache, capt^un 
Byron, announced thait their fleet was coming out of Fort Ro^al 
Bay, and ftanding to the north-wfeft. Sir George Rodney imiftedi- 
ately threw cut the fignal for weighing anchor, which was inflantly 
obeyed with fo much alacrity, that the whole Britifh fleet, confifting 
of thirty-fix fhips of the line, was clear of Gros Met Bay before 
noon, and proceeding with a prefs of fail in purfuit of the enemy. 
Before day the next morning the enemy was difcovered under Do- 
minique; and in this fittlation both fleets were for fome time 
becalmed. The enemy got the breeie firft, and ftood towards 
GAiadatoupe: The van of the Britifli fleet, commanded by fir 
Samuel Hood, received it next, arid fl:co*d after them with a prefs 
of fail ; whilfl: the centre and rear were ftill becalmed. Although it 
was obvioufly the defign of the count de Graflfe to avoid an engage- 
. ment, the opportunity which now prefented itfelf of overpowering 
the Britifli van, whilft the centre and rear lay becalmed, was not to 
be refifted : When, therefore, fir Samuel Hood's divifion had ap- 
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proached (o near as to engage, the count de Grafle bore down upon 
it with his whole force. At one time, it is faid, the Barfleur, 
Hood's ftiip, had feven of the enemy's fhips firing upon her, and 
during the greateft part of the action not lefs than three : And 
although every fliip of his divifion had a fuperior force to contend 
with, fo nobly did they fupport each other, and with fuch efFedt 
return the enemy's fire, that no advantage could be obtained over 
them ; and, as it afterwards appeared, the enemy in this unequal 
conflift received more damage than they occafioned. At length 
part of the centre got near enough to engage, and take part in the 
aftion: But when the breeze reached the rear of the Britifh fleet, 
the count de GraflTe withdrew Jiis fhips from aftion, and, having the 
advantage of the wind, kept at fuch a diflance as to baffle all the en- 
deavours of the Britifh commander to renew it* In this aftion the 
Royal Oak and Montagu, the two leading fhips of the van, fuflained 
confiderable damage, and the fervice a heavy lofs, in the death of 
captain Bayne, of the Alfred. . Two of the French fhips were fo 
much difabled as to be obliged to quit the fleet, and take fhelter in 
Guadaloupe. The Britilli fleet lay-to the night after the adtion to 
repair their damages, and the next morning made. fail to windward 
in purfuit of the enemy ; but with fo littlei efieft, that by the. morn- 
ing of the eleventh the French fleet had got fq far .to^ windward, that 
fome of their fhips .were fcarcely vifible. ,,Ih the mean time the. rear 
divifion of the Britifh JBeet, ?omuianaed by admiral Drake, had beef 
tranfpofed to the van, which now became the, rear. Fortuqately, 
about noon of the eleventh, one of the enemy's fhips was feen s^ 
great way to windward, apparently in a difabled condition, and re* 
pairing her dairiages: A general chafe wJis immediately ordered; 
and towards evening one of the leading fhips approached fo near, 
that fhe muft ihevhably have been taken, had not the count de 
GrafTe, feeing her danger, borne down with his whole fleet for her 
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CHAP, protedion. This movement brought the two fleets fo near, that 



nothing but the approach of night prevented an immediate engage- 
ment; which muft neceflarily happen in the morning, if things 
were preferred in their prefent relative ftate during the night. Such 
meafures were immediately taken, by fir George Rodney as he 
thought would be efFe£lual for that purpofe ; and when day-light 
appeared, he had the fatisfadtion to perceive, that what he had fb 
much defired was on the point of being accompliflied ; and that it 
was not in the power of the count de GraiTe, if fo inclined, to avoid 
a general engagement. The fignal for clofe a£tion was thrown out ; 
Naval «- ^^^3 about half after feven ia the morning, the adion was begun by 
^fridS' captain Penny in the Marlborough, the leading fliip of the Britifh 
rai Rodney yau. The two fleets met on oppofite tacks, and there beins: little 

and the count ,, . '^'^ . ^ 

ic Grafle.. wind, the Britifh fhips ranged flowly along, and clofe under the lec 
of the enemy's line, delivering and continuing a mofl: tremendous 
fire, which the French received and returned with the utmoflt firm- 
nefs. About noon fir George Rodney, in the Formidable, having 
paflfed the Ville de Paris, the count de GraflTe's ihip, and her fecond^ 
fo clofe as to be almoft in contact, and having made a vifible impre£* 
fion upon them by a fire fo quick and well direded, that it was almofi; 
infupportable, flood athwart the enemy's line between the fecond 
and third fhip aftern of the Ville de Paris, followed and nobly (up- 
ported by the Duke, I^amur, and Canada ; the refl of his .diviffon 
coming up in fucceflion. The Formidable immediately wore round ; 
Snd a fignal being made for the van divifion under admiral Drake to 
tack, the Britifh fleet thus gained the wind, and flood upon the fame: 
tack with the enemy. By this bold manoeuvre the French line was 
cfFeftually broke and feparated, and the whole thrown into confu- 
fion: It decided the fate of. the day, although it did not end the 
iftion, which continued with unremitting fury till fun-fet. The 
rear of the Britifh fleet being becalmed, did not for fome time get 

into 
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into aAIon, and when the breeze fprung up, it wa« fo fitiall, that fir C H a p. 
Samuel Hood^ in the Barfleur. took an hour and a half to pafs the u ->^- -^ 
enemy's line only fo fer as the opening made by the Formidable^ 
keeping upi during all this time, a mdft tremendous, well-conne£ted 
fire. The French fhips being crowded with men, the carnage on 
board their fleet was prodigious: Still however they fought with 
fuch obftinate bravery, as if the fate of their country depended upon 
the iflfue of the day. G)unt de Grafle, with his own and the other 
fhips in the centre^ withftood till evening all the eflforts of the 
various fhips that attacked him. The gallantry of captain Corn- 
wallis of the Canada, a feventy-four gun fhip, was on this occafion 
the admiration of the whole fleet: Having fdught the Hedor, a 
French fhip of equal force with his own, .until ihe flruck her co* 
lours, he left her to be taken pofleflion of by a frigate; and, as if 
emulous to revenge his brother's caufe, pufhed on to the Ville dc 
Paris, which he engaged for two hours, notwithflanding the in- 
equality of his force, and left her almofl a wreck. Still, however, 
the count de.GrafTe refufed to furrender, and feemed unwilling to 
fbike to any fhip without a flag. Towards fun-fet fir Samuel Hood, 
in the Barfleur, reached the Ville. de Paris, and poured in a mofl 
deflriidive fire. The coutit de GrafTe bore it for about ten minutes,^ 
when he flruck his flag, and fiirrendered. At this time, it is faid^ 
only three men were left alive and unhurt upon the upper deck, of 
v^hom the count de Grafle was one. Previoufly to the fiurender of 
the Yille de Paris, the HeS£tor, as already mentioned, had flruck to 
captain. CorawalUs. The Ardent, of fixty-four guns, taken by 
d'Oivilliers in the Britifh . Channel^ was rejakenj the Casfar an<V^ 
the Glorieux, both. of feventy-four guns, had alfo furrendered, but 
not till they vrere reduced, to mere wrecks ; and the Diadem, another 
feventy-four, had b^n furik by a Angle broadfide from the For- 
midable in a generous exertion to fuccour the Ville de Paris. Night 
Vol. II. 3 K at 
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C HAP. at length putting an end to the engagement, the Britilh admiral 



threw out the fignal for his fleet to bring-to, that he might keep it 
coUe&ed, and fecure the prizes. But unfortunately the Ca^ar^ one 
of them^ blew up by accident in the night of the engagement ; and 
a lieutenant and fifty Britifh feamen, with about four hundred pri« 
foners, perifhed by the explofion* On board the ViUe de Paris 
were found thirty-fix chefls of money deftined for the pay and fub« 
fiilence of the troops in the defigned attack on Jamaica ; and it feems 
to have been fingularly providential, that the whole train of artillery, 
with the battering cannon and travelling carriages meant for that ex« 
pedition, were on board the fhips now taken. Tho Ville de Paris 
was the largefl fhip in the French king's fervice : She wis a'prefent 
from the city of Paris to Louis the Fifteenth ; and no expence was 
fpared to render the gift worthy both of the city and the monarch. 
Her building and fitting for fea are faid to have cofl one hundred and 
feventy-fix thoufand pounds flerling. 

Sir George Rodney in this engagement happily exemplified die 
^eat advantage derived from brining Britifh fhips and Teamen into 
clofe adion. The whole lofs of men on board the Britifh fleet, 
in the a£kions of the ninth and twelfth of April, amounted only to 
two hundred and thirty-feven killed, and feven hundred and fixty- 
fix wounded : Whereas the lofs of the French, in the fame a£dons, 
was computed at three thoufand flain, and more than double that 
number wounded. That the computation was not exaggerated, 
appears probable from the known lofs on board particular fhips : In 
the Ville de Paris alone were killed upwards of four hundred, and 
in feveral other Angle fhips between two and three hundred. And, 
by the confeflion of the French themfelves, their JDiips that elcaped, 
were fo {battered in the aftion as to be little lefs than mined. The 
Britifh line confifted of thirty-fix, and the Freiich' Une only of 
thirty-two fhips, after the two difabled in the aftion of the ninth 

had 
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had left it : But when it is confidered, that fix fliips of Hood's divi- C HA p. 
fion, from the fcantinefs of the wind, never could be brought inta v- >%— ^ 
a£don, it will be found that the fuperiority in number of thofe *^ ** 
aduaUy engaged, was at leaft on the fide of the French. 

The enemy's fhips that efcaped, made off to leeward the night 
after the adion in the beft manner they could, and before morning 
were entirely out of fight. Four of them ran down to the Dutch 
ifland of Cura<;oa; but the greater part, under Bougainville and 
Vaudreuil, the fecond and tldrd in command, kept together, and 
direded their courfe for Cape Fransoxs. The next morning fir 
George Rodney, after receiving a report of the ftate of his fleet, 
attempted to purfue, but was becalmed for three days under Gua-* 
daloupe^ which greatly favoured the efcape of the enemy. He 
afterwards^ by means of .his frigates^ examined the French ports ro 
windward, to difcover whether any ftiips of their fleet had taken fheU 
ter in them ; and being at laft convinced that they were all gone to lee« 
ward, he difpatched fir Samuel Hood, whole divifion had fuffered little 
in* the adkion, to the wefl; end of Hlfpaniola, in hopes of meeting with 
fome of their difabledvihipGy wliiift he him&lf followed with the reft 
of the fleet to Join him off Cape Tiberoon. In the Mona paffage, 
between Hifpaniola and Porto Riqo, fir Samuel Hood got fight of 
five French. ihipfll, two of them! of the Hne, and three frigates ; all of 
which were takdn^ except one frigate, that efcaped by a fudden fiiift 
of the wiiuL Thus the eneniy by this adion loft in all, eight fhips 
of the line, and two frigates. Sir George Rodney now proceeded 
to Jamaica with the prizes, and fuch of the Britifh fliips as were 
moft dflaUed, leaving fir Samuel Hood, with twenty-five fail of the 
line, iEo keep the iea, and watch the enemy's motions. • 

In confequence of the defeat of the French fleer, the expedition 
againft Jamaica was entirely given up ; and the action of the twelfth 
of April may be (aid to hfive terminated the war in the Weft lodies. 

3 K 2 The 
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CHAP. The redudion of the inconfiderablc Britifli fetdement on the Bahama 
L-, -w-*^^ Iflands by an armament fitted out at the Havannah,was the onlyhof- 
*^ '' tile attempt made in that quarter of the world by either of the allied 
powers after the period of Rodney's vi£lory. The reports carried to 
the governor of the Havannah of the weak ftate of the garrifon, pro- 
voked the attack ; and that thofe reports were not unfounded^ feems 
probable from the facility with which the conqueft was made. On 
May. the fixth of May^ in the evening, the Spaniih armament, confifting 
of three frigates and fixty f^l of tranfports, having dn board two 
thoufand five hundred troops, ap{)eai:ed before them : And oa tho 
next day, upon the firil fummons, the governor, after holding two 
confultations, one with his council and the other with the officers of 
the garrifon, confifting of only one hundred and feventy invalids, 
and the principal inhabitants of the place, agreed to fiirrender on 
terms of capitulation. , 

Profpcrity of Whilft fir Gcorgc Rodney triumphed over the enemies of Britain' 
i^"hc*Eaft"^ ^° ^^ Vfcik ; the credit and reputation of her arms were nobly 
lndi€«- fupported in the Eaft, under the aufpices of the governors-general of 

Bengal, Mn Haftings, and the more immediate dire^Stion of fir 
Edward Hughes by fea, and fir Eyre Coote by land* The latter, 
under many difadvantages, amongfl; which a fcarcity of provifions 
for the fubfidence of the army was not tlie leafl, baffled all the at- 
tempts of Hyder Ally to regwi that footing in the Caroatic, which 
he had lofl the preceding year: And the former, although he had 
to contend againfl M.' de Sufirein, one of the ablefl officers in [the 
naval fei;yice of France, who commanded a very fuperior force, 
defeated him in four hard-fought adtions within the fhort ^ace of 
feven months. But that which ferved mofl to advance and iecure 
the Britifh interefl in India, was the means that were found to make 
a peace with the Mahratta States, and. detach them from the interefl 
of Hyder Ally. This event took place in the month of May j and, 

by 
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by one of the articles of the pacification, the contrafting parties ^ HA P. 
became bound to compel Hyder Ally to reftore all the places taken u.-v— — / 
from the India Company fmce the commencement of the war. ' * 
Thus the Mahrattas were not only detached from the intereft of* 
Hyder Ally, but provifionally became bound to aft againft him. 

In Europe the principal aim of the new adminiftration feem sto Condua of 

*^ ^ t^ ^ ^ ^ the new ad- 

have been to obftruft, as far as was in their power, the failing of the mlniilnitiom 

enemy's convoys; to protedl the outward and homeward bound 

Britifh trade; to prevent the Dutch fleet from forming a jundion 

with that of France and Spain ; to relieve the garrifon of Gibraltar, 

by furnifliing it with the cuftomary annual fupplies ; and, in generaU 

rather to preferve things in their prefent ftate during the conferences 

for a peace, than incur the rifk of lofs from the defire of obtsdning 

any poflible advantage. In the month of April admiral Barrington 

&iled on a cruize with twelve (hips of the line to intercept a convoy 

£ud to be then ready to leave Breft, and on the twentieth fortunately 

got fight of it. The convoy confided of eighteen tranfports, having 

troops on board, and laden with provifions and ftores for the ufe of 

the French fleet in the Eaft Indies ; It failed from Breft under the 

protection of the Pegafe and Protedeur, of feventy-four guns each; 

TAdionaire, of fixty-four guns, but armed en flute, and a frigate* 

A general chafe was immediately ordered by the Britifh admiral : 

And, in the courfe of it, the Pegafe was taken by captain Jarvis in 

the Foudroyant, TAaionaire by captain Maitland in the Queen, and 

eleven or twelve of the tranfports by the other (hips of the fquadron. ^ 

After this fuccefsful cruize admiral Barrington returned to Portf^ 

mouth about the end of the month. Intelligence being received 

about this time, that the Dutch fleet was ready to fail from the 

Texel, lord Howe, with a fuitable fquadron, was difpatched to the 

coaft of Holland to watch its motions. The Dutch fleet, inftead of 

being only in a ftate of preparation for coming out, had already 

failed ; 
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P« failed j but, upon receiving intelligence of lord Howe's deftination, 
returned again into port, where it quietly remained during the time 
of his lordfliip's cruize, which lafted about a month before he carried 
his fquadron back to Spithead. About the beginning of June the 
combined fleets of France and Spain, under the command of the 
count de Guichen and don Louis Cordova, failed from Cadiz; and 
in its progrefs to the northward took eighteen fhips of a fleet 
of Britifh merchantmen, bound for Newfoundland and Quebec, 
chiefly laden with provifions. The reft of the merchantmen, 
amounting to about ten fail, with the fliips of war appointed for 
their convoy, made their efcape. As the combined fleet proceeded 
to cruize about the mouth of the Channel, great apprehenfions 
began to be entertained for the fafety of a homeward-bound Jamaica 
fleet that had failed under the convoy of only three fhips of the 
line. The utmoft exertions were therefore made to forward the 
equipment of the Channel fleet, that it might proceed to fea for its 
protection : But with all that could be done, not more than twenty- 
two fail of the line were in readinefs in the beginning of July, 
"With thefe lord Howe received orders to put to fea ; and he ac-^ 
cordingly fjdled from St. HelenV on the fecond of the month. 
It does not appear that his lordfhip, during his cruize, either faw 
the combined fleet, or that for whofe protection he failed : But for« 
tunately the latter got fafe idto the Channel on the thirtieth c£ 
July ; and about tea days after, the Britifh fleet returned into port. 

In the mean time the mighty preparations made by the king of 
Spain, for the redu^on of Gibraltar, and . the vaft expe&ationa 
formed from them, drew the attention of all Europe towards that 
fortrefs. The fucceflSve difappointments which the Spaniards had 
already met with, it would ieem, ought to have taught them wiiV 
dom, and induced them to abandon the attempt as hopele& ; efpo* 
cially as their arms might have been employed in other quarten 

more 
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more beneficially to tlieinfelves, and confequently more Injurioufly C H A P, 
to Great Briton : But their obftinacy and perfeverance feemed to v^ ■><'— ^ 
increafe with their difappointments, and the difficulties which th^y ^ 
had to furmount. Towards the clofe of the former year, their ad- 
vanced works upon the Iflhmus, after being completed at a vaft ex- 
pence^ were demoliflied in one night by a fuccefsful fortie from the 
garrifon. The guns and mortars mounted upon the batteries were 
fpiked, and the batteries themfclves fo effeftually fet on fire, that be- 
fore morning they were nearly confumed. After this misfortune, 
the enemy feem to have principally relied on an attack by water 
with floating batteries. The plan of thefe batteries was the con- 
trivance of the ches^alier d*Arcon, a French engineer of fome dit 
tindion. They were to be of fuch ihicknefs and ftrength as to be 
impenetrable by (hot from the heavieft cannon, and to be con- 
ftruded of materials calculated to refift the adion of fire. From 
fhells they were to be proteded by a Hoping roof, which by means of 
a -mechanical contrivance might be raifed or lowered al pleafure. 
Thus fecured, fuch a fhort diftance might be cholTefi, that the heavy 
Artillery with which they were to be mounted, could not fail in a 
little time to ruin the works of the garrifon^ and render* an Stflault 
pra^cable. The engineer had the addlrefs *o rfeprdfent hii fcheme 
in fo favourable a point of view, that the inoft flattering fabpes tif 
its foccefs wei^ entertained, and no expeiice was fpared to complete 
the machines according to his plan. Whilft they were in a ftate o]f 
preparation, the duke de Crilloh, after his fuccefs at Minorca, was 
appointed to cothmarid the Spafaifh army before Gibraltar : That 
army was reinforced by twelve thoufand auxiliiry Frerlch tro8pi ; 
and to add fplendour to the fcene, two of the Trench princes of thcf 
blood, the count d'Artois, and the duke de Bourbon,' ^ith a htutiW 
of the firft nobility,- both of FVance and Spifin,' repkiHd''tb^il?^ 
Spaiiifli camp. The battering fii?*chines reqttired 'fo"TnucF'fime'itf 
2 prcpa- 
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^ XLvi ^* preparation that they were not in readinefs before the beginning of 
^ - w ^ -^ September, about which time the combined fleet of France arid 
Spain arrived in the bay. When joined by the fhips already at 
Algefiras, it confifted of forty-eight or forty-nine fhips of the line. 
The battering machines were ten in number, and were commanded 
by admiral Don B. Moreno : They were mounted with one hundred 
and fifty-four pieces of heavy brafs cannon, and had on board up- 
wards of fix thoufand men, a great proportion of which were ar- 
tillery-men, thirty-fix being allotted for the fervice of each gun. 
They had alfo on board a number of fpare guns to replace any that 
might be damaged in adion. To give the utmoft eflTedl to the at- 
tack, it was propofed that when the battering fhips fhould take their 
flatipn, the Spanifh gun and mortar boats, of which they had a 
great number, fhould place themfelves fo as to flank the Britifh bat- 
teries on the water, and if poffible drive the artillery-men from their 
guns. The combined fleet was to cover and afTifl the battering fhips : 
And to dlflra^ the attention of the garrifon, a furious cannonade 
was to C9mmence from all the batteries on the Iflhmua. An im. 
xnenfe number of large boats, that had been coUeded from all the 
ports in Spain, were alio to be in readinefs to carry over the bay 
afid land troops in the fortrefs as foon as the battering (hips 
Ihould produce their exped:ed efiedl. The plan being arranged, and 
every thing in readinefs, the battering fhips got under way about 
feven in the morning of the thirteenth of September, and betweent 
nine and ten anchored in a regular lipe, between the Old and N^w 
Mole, at moderate diflances from each other, and about half a mile 
from the Britifh works. Immediately a furious cannonade began^ 
. not only from them but from all the enemy's numerous artillory 
upon the Iflhmus, which was returned by the garrifon with fhowers 
of fhells and red-hot balls towards every quarter from, whence the 
attacks were made« The bili$ all around were covered with ^e- 
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tators to behold a fcene beyond defcription grand, awful, and terrific. ^ Jf J^ ^' 
So fiercely did the garrifon return the ehepiy's cannonade, that con- 
tinued torrents of fire and fmoke feemed to iffue from every quarter 
of the rock : But the attention of the befieged was principally fixed 
on the battering ftiips, which for fome time appeared to anfwer 
every expeftation that had been formed from them. Neither (hot or 
ftiells feemed to affedt them. At length, about two o'clock, fmoke 
was feen to iffue from the upper part of Don Moreno's fliip: 
And the people on board were difcovered iifing fire-engines, and 
pouring water into the fhot-holes. Not long afterwards the prince 
of Naffau's fhip, the next in fize to the admiral's, was obfervcd to 
be in the fame condition. This fight, without doubt, animated the 
garrifon to frefli exertion, and had an oppofite effedt upon the 
enemy. The other battering fhips were evidently affeded with the 
fituation of their admiral and his fecond, fo that the fire of the gar- 
rifon had gained a vifible fuperiority before the evening, and it was 
continued with unremitting fury during the night* About one in 
the morning the flames burft forth on board the two lliips already 
mentioned, and feveral of the others were vifibly on fire. Signals 
of diftrefs were now made ; and boats were fent off from the fhore 
to their affiftance. Captain Curtis, who commanded the Britidi 
naval force at Gibraltar, feized this opportunity of completing the 
deftrufl:ion of thofe machines, which had created fo much appre- 
henfion. He ftationed his gun-boats fo as to flank the line of the 
battering (hips, and by keeping up a conftant fire, to cut them off 
from that affiftanoc which they had begun to receive from the (hore. 
In this dreadful fituation the battering (hips remained during the 
reft of the night, expofed to a direft fire from the garrifon, and a 
raking fire from the gun-boats, cut off from afliftance, and the flames 
increafing every infl:ant. When day-light appeared, it prefented 
fuch a fcene of diftrefs, that every hoftile idea was for a time ex- 
VoL. IL 3 L tinguiflied. 
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^ XL VI ^' ^^^g^^^^^^U ii^ compaffion for the miferable wretches who yet re- 

V ^ > - -^ mained on board the enemy's battering fhips. The fire from the 

fortrefs ceafed : And the braved exertions were made by captain 
Curtis and the Britifh feamen, at the rifque of their own lives, to 
refcue the Spaniards from the furrounding flames. By their intrepid 
efforts about four hundred of them were faved from inevitable de- 
ftruftion. Nine of thefe battering machines blew up fucccffively in 
the courfe of the day; and the tenth was burnt by captain Curtis, 
after he found that flie could not be brought off. In this attack 
by fea the enemy were fuppofed to have loft about one thoufand 
five hundred men, including the prifoners and wounded* Thus 
difaftroufly ended the laft attempt of the Spaniards for the reduc- 
tion of Gibraltar. 

About the time of this attack lord Howe failed from the Britifh 
channel with the grand fleet, confifting of thirty-four fhips of the 
line, to efcort a number of tranfports carrying troops, and laden 
with thofe ftores and fupplies which were to enable general Elliott 
to continue his brave defence. His lordfhip was much delayed on 
Relief of ^^s paflSige by contrary winds j but he at laft reached the Straits, and 
Gibraltar, entered them on the eleventh of Oftober. That fame evening part 
of the tranfports got fafe to Gibraltar : The reft, from the ftrength of 
the current, were unexpededly carried paft it into the Mediterranean. 
Lord Howe followed with his fleet, and coUeded them j and by the 
eighteenth conduced the whole fafely into the bay, where they 
difembarked the troops, and landed their cargoes. Fifteen hundred 
barrels of gunpowder were alfo fpared from the fleet, as an addi- 
tional fupply to the garrifon. To the honour of his lordfhip it is 
to be remarked that the whole of this fervice was fuccefsfully per- 
formed in the face of the combined fleet, which lay in Gibraltar 
Bay at the time of his arrival. The enemy either depended fa 
greatly upon the fuperiority of their number, or were fo much 

overawed 
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overawed by their opponent's mafterly difpofition for defence, that ^ ^^^^ ^' 
they did not attempt to moleft him. The relief of Gibraltar being 
effefted, his lordfhip on the nineteenth took advantage of an eaft- 
crly wind to repafs the Straits, and enter the Atlantic. The com- 
bined fleet followed, and on the twentieth, towards funfet, bore 
down fo far as to commence a diftant cannonade, which was held 
in fo much contempt by the Britifh commander, that although three 
of their number were firing upon his own fhip, he did not deign to 
return a fhot. They afterwards made an attempt to cut off fome 
fhips in the rear ; but were fo warmly received as to be obliged to 
fheer off with lofs. In the morning, the combined fleet being a 
great wjlj to windward, and apparently fleering for Cadiz, lord 
Howe proceeded on his return to England, difpatching on his way 
eight fhips of the line to the Weft Indies, and fix to the coaft of 
Ireland. 

During thefe tranfadions a partial change had taken place in the 
Britifh adminiftration. Upon the death of the marquis of Rocking- 
ham, about the beginning of July, the earl of Shelbume was ap- 
pointed firft lord of the treafury in his ftead. In confequence of 
this appointment, or from fome other caufe, Mr. Fox, and fevcral 
other principal members of adminiftration, refigned their offices, and 
were fucceeded by others, more in the intereft of the earl of Shel- 
burne. 

Thofe changes, however, did not affed the negotiations carrying 
on at Paris for putting an end to the war. Mr. Ofwald, a Britifh 
merchant, and the particular friend of prefident Laurens, who had 
been fo long confined in the Tower, was appointed to negotiate with 
the American commiffioners ; and Mr. Thomas Grenville firft, and 
afterwards Mr. Fitzherbert, were fuccefCvely deputed to treat with 
the minifters of the other allied powers. The later events of the 
prcfent year had all a tendency to bring the powers at war more 
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^ YTVT ^' nearly upon a level. At the clofe of the former year. Great Bri- 
<w- — ./— -^ tain leemed nearly overwhelmed by the ftrength and fuccefl'es of 
her numerous foes r But the fignal vidory obtained by fir George 
Rodney in the Weft Indies, with the blow given to the naval force 
of France in that quarter of the world ; the defeat of the Spa- 
niards before Gibraltar, and the fuccefsful relief of its garrifon, in 
the view of a fuperior fleet ; and the fplendid efFedts of the Britifti 
policy and arms in Afia; raifed the reputation of the nation to its 
wonted level amongft the powers of Europe, and gave her addi- 
tional weight, either for the accompliihment of peace, or the far- 
ther profecution of the war. But the derangement of the finances^ 
both of France and Spain, was the principal caufe which^difpofed 
thofe powers to liften to the terms of accommodation. 

The internal diftreffes in every quarter of the. revolted colonies, 
the mutinous difpofition of their armies, from the want of all necef- 
fary fuppties, and the utter inability of the congrefs to furnifh them, 
were well known to the American commiflioners, and ftrongly 
prompted them not to let pafs the prefent opportunity of reftoring 
to their country the bleflings of peace. The negotiations with thofe 
commiflioners were therefore firft brought to a conclufion : And^ 
on the thirtieth of November^ provifional articles of peace were 
figned by Mr. Ofwald on the part of Great Britain^ and by Mr^ 
John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens, 
on the part of the revolted colonies, now the United States of Ame- 
rica, which were not to take efiedt until peace fliould be agreed upon 
between Great Britain and France. By thofe articles the thirteen 
united ftates of America were acknowledged to be free, fovereign, 
and independent : The limits of their country were afcertained, as 
£ir as was pradicable, by natural boundaries ; and thofe limits were 
extended fo far to the weftward as to contain within them an im- 
menfe extent of territory, partly unfettlcd, and partly ftill inhabited 
4 by 
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67 the Indians, the original proprietors ; A right was granted to C H A K 
fhem to fifh on the banks and coafls of Newfoundland, in' the 1— -,— 1^ 
Gulph of St. Laurence, and on the coafts^ bays, and creeks of all '^ ^' 
the other Britiih dominions in America,, and to cure and dry their 
fifh in any of the unfettled bays,> harbours, and creeks of Nova 
Scotia, Magdalen Iflands, and Labrador: It was ftipulated that 
creditors on either fide fhould meet with no lawful impediment in 
the recovery of their debts : A recommendation was to be made by 
eongrefs to the legiflatures of the different ftates, to reftore the con- 
fifcated eftafcs and properties of real Britiih fubjeds; alfo of thofe 
refident within the Britiih lines in America^ who had not borne arms 
againft the United States ;; and alfo of perfons of any other defcrip- 
tion, upon their rcfiinding to the prefent poffeffors the price band Jidi 
paid by fuch pofletTors at the time of purchafing fuch eftates : It 
was ftipulated, that no future confifcations fhould be made, nor any 
profecutions commenced, for the part taken by any perfon during the 
war, nor any future lofs be fuffered by any one, either in his perfon^. 
liberty, or property, on that account: It was agreed that prifoners 
on both fides fhobld be fet at liberty, and that the Britifh pofts 
within the United States^ fhould be evacuated with all convenient 
fpeed : The navigation of the MifKffippi to remain free and open, 
to the fubjeds of both powers. And fhould any place be taken on 
either fide, before the arrival of thefe articles in America, fuch place 
to be reftored without compenfation. 

The preliminary articles of peace with France, upon which thofe 
with America were to take effedl, were not figned till the twentieth 
of January 1783. Thofe wrth Spain were executed at the fame 
time. The general ground of thofe articles was the mutual reftitu- 
tion of all places taken on either fide during the war, with fome few^ 
exceptions. France was to retain Tobago and Senegal ; Spain, Mi- 
norca and Weft Florida; and Great Britain to cede Eaft Florida to 

Spain- 



1783- 



446 HISTORY OF THE 

^XLVi ^* Spain. The Dutch Ifland of St. Euftatius, and the provinces of 
Demerara and Iflequibo, to be reftored by France to the United Pro- 
vinces. At the fame time a fufpenfion of hoftilities with the Dutch 
was agreed upon, until terms of peace with that nation could be 
finally adjufted. 

Thus ended the mod extenfive, difficult, and burdenfome war in 
which Great Britain was ever engaged *. 



THE American Revolution is the grandeft efFedl of com- 
bination that has yet been exhibited to the world : A combination 
formed by popular reprefentation and the art of printing f. So vaft 
a force as was exerted by Great Britain had never been fent to fo 
great a diftance, nor infilled by any power apparently fo unequal to 
the conteft. The military genius of Britain was unimpaired j Ihe 

* The foreign debt of America, incurred by the war, amounted to 7,885,085 dollars; the 
domcflic debt to 34,115,290 dollars ; fo that taking the dollar at 4s. 6d. flerling, the foreign 
and domeilic debt amounted to 9,450,084 pounds flerling, the iatcreil of which, at 6 per cent, 
which is the interefl generally paid in America, amounts to 567,005 pounds. The war is 
computed to have cofl Great Britain 1 15,654,914 pounds, and the additional annual burden* 
ill confcqucnce of that war, 4*557,575 pounds, from January 1775 to the peace in 1785. 
America is faid to have lofl by the fword and natural deaths in the army and navy, not left 
tlian 100,000 men. The number of men killed in the Britilh fcrvice,_during the war, amounted, 
by the returns at New York, to 43,633. 

By computation the whole territory of the American States contains a milhon of fquare 
miles, in which are 640 millions of acres; of thefe, 51 millions are water, which being dc« 
dudled, the total amount of acres of land in the United States of America is 589 millions. 

f Captain Newte, in his philofophical and very intcrcfting Tour in England and Scotland* 
having delineated Scotland and the North of England as fiiapcd by the hand of nature, is led, 
from the names of places, to fpcak of the gcog^phical knowledge, and the natural quicknefs in 
general, of mankind in a favage (late. On this fubjcft he fays : " In the country of the 
*< lillonois, a chief of the Cafcafkias conceived the fublime idea of uniting all Indian nations 
*« and tribes into one grand aUiance, ofTenfive and defenfive. If this-had been realized. Dr. 
** Franklin's confederation of the thirteen States would have cut but a poor figure on the 
^ American continent, and the natural man would have outdone the philofophcr/' 
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rofe with elaftic force under every blow; and feemed capable, by the ^ ^^^^ ^• 
immenfity of her revenues, of wearying out, by perfeverance, the 
adverfity of fortune : But wifdom, vigour, and unanimity, were 
wanting in her public councils. The eloquence of fome legiflators 
in oppofition to government ; the narrow views of minifters at home; 
and the mifcondudl of certain commanders abroad, through a feriesof 
pufiUanimity, procraftination, difcord, and folly; ^brought this coun- 
try, in fpite of the gallant efforts of the Britifti officers and foldiers 
by land and fea, the juftice of their caufe, the firmnefs of their fo- 
vereign, and the general vows of the people, to a crifis, which has 
not indeed been followed (fo limited are our profpefts into futurity) 
by all that calamity which was generally apprehended, but which, 
neverthelefs, although the national character, for fpirit and enter- 
prife, was abundantly fuftained by individuals, cannot be regarded 
otherwife than as a difgrace to the Britifti : Since it exhibited, in our 
public condu<a:, the triumph of party over genuine patriotifm, and 
a fpirit of peculation and pleafure prevailing in too many inftances 
over military difcipline, and a fenfe of military honour. The Britifti 
minifter did not poffefs that towering genius which is alone fitted, in 
difficult and turbulent times, to overcome the feditious, and roufe the 
remifs to their duty. Though a man of fine talents, as well as an 
amiable difpofition, he was conftitutionally indolent : And, befides 
this, there was not that degree of cordiality and perfed unani- 
mity that the minifter was led to fuppofe amongft the friends of 
his majefty's government in America. It is, perhaps, a matter of 
doubt whether the loyalifts were not, oh the whole, too fanguine in 
their expedations. But it is the nature of men to cherifli the hope 
of relief with an ardour proportioned to the greatnefs of their mif- 
fortunes. 

On the whole, the Britifti government did not proceed on any 

grand fyftem that might control particular circumftances and events ; 
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but (ludied to prolong their own authority by temporary expedients. 
They courted their adverfaries at home, by a ihare of power and 
profit ; and the public enemies of the ftatc, by partial conceflions. 
But thefe availed much more to the eftablifliment of new claims^ 
than all the declarations of parliamentary rights and royal preroga- 
tives with which they were accompanied, did to maintain the rights 
of eftablilhed government : For fafts quickly pafs into precedents ; 
while manifeflo is oppofed to manifeilo, and argument to argu- 
ment. Had the meafures adopted by Britain, been adopted in time*, 
perhaps they would not have been adopted in vain. Their concef- 
fions, as well as their armaments, were always too late. Earlier 
conceflion, or an earlier application of that mighty force which was 
at the difpofal of the commanders in chief in 1777, might perhaps 
have prevented or quafhed the revolution. 

While the natural ftrength and fpirit of Great Britain were em- 
barraffed and encumbered with the difadvantages and errors now 
enumerated, the Americans, in fpitc of a thoufand difficulties and 
wants, by the energy of liberty, the contrivance of neceffity, and 
the great advantages arifmg from the poffeffion of the country, ulti- 
mately attained tlieir objedt. The Americans, indeed, were not fired 
with that enthufiaftic ardour, which nations of a warmer tempera- 
ment, in all ages, have been wont to difplay in the caufe of freedom* 
But they were guided by wife councils; they were fteady and per- 
fevering; and, on all great occafions, not a little animated by the 
courage of general Wafhington, who has been proverbially called a 
Fabius, but in whofe charafter courage, in fadt, was a feature ftill 
more predominant than prudence. The American generals, having 
the bulk of the people on their fide, were made acquainted with 

Bcfidcs a mighty navy. Great Britain had a force in America, amounting nearly to 
42,000 men, bcfidcs from 25,000 to 30,000 loyalifts, who were aftually culiftcd in the feveral 
provincial corps raifcd during the war* 

every 
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every movement of the Britifh army, and enabled, for the moft ^ ^. ^ ^- 
part, to penetrate their defigns : To obtain intelligence, on which 
fo much depends, was to the Britifh commanders a matter of pro- 
portionable difficulty.. The Americans had neither money nor 
credit : But they learned to ftand in need only of a few things ; to 
be contented with the fmall allowance that nature requires ; to fuffer, 
as well as to adl. Their councils, animated by liberty, under the 
moft diftreffing circumftances, took a grand and high-fpiritcd courfe, 
and they were finally triumphant. 

The Revolution of America, though predided by philofophy, 
was generally confidered as a remote contingency, if not a thing 
wholly ideal and vifionary. Its immediate caufes were altogether 
unforefeen and improbable. It came as a furprife upon the world : 
And men were obliged to conclude, either that the force of Great 
Britain was ill-direded, or that no invading army, in the prefen; 
enlightened period, can be fuccefsful, in a country where the people 
are tolerably united. 
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j4BERCR0MBIE^ colonel, killed at Bunker's 

-^ Bill, i. 128. 

Jibercromhie^ colonel, expedition of, i. 372. His 
fortie from York, iu 410. 

jidanuj Samuel, a leader in the provincial con- 
gre^ of Maffachufett's Bay, i. 1 20. Excepted 
from the proffered pardon by government, 124. 

Jillegany mountains, 1. 3« 

jillen^ Ethan, furprifes Ticonderoga, 1. 131. And 
Crown Point, 132. 

America. See Colonies ^ Congrefs^ and the feveral 
provinces by name. 

AmerkatUj fertility of genius of, i. 167. Driven 
out of Canada, 178. Defeated at Long Ifland, 
195. Glorious retreat of, 197. Difheartened 
by their lofles, 206. Animofities between the 
northern and fouthem troops, 207. Burn part 
of New York, 200. Principle of their army, 
222. Become defpondent on the fuccefs of the 
Britifli arms, 225. Of Carolina and Virginia, 
defeat the Indians, 250. Fleet of, burnt, 30c. 
Difcontents of, on the difappointment at Rhode 
Ifland, ii. 38. Alliance of, with France, unites 
and roufes the Britiih, 75. Army of, with 
that of France, befiegcs Savannah, 127. At- 
tacks the Britifh lines, 130. Repulfed, 131. 
Jundion of forces under Sumfiter, Clarke, and 
Branncn, 228. 
Andre, major, adventure of, iit 250. His ami- 



able and refpefUble chara6^er, 251. General 
Clinton flrongly folicits Wafhington in his fa- 
vour, 252. In vain, ibid, Ilis melancholy 
fate, ibid. 

Arbuthnoty admiral, fucceeds fir George Collier 
in North America, ii. 152. Co-operates with, 
fir Henry Clinton at CLuirleftown, 179. 

Arnold^ general, propofes to Waftiington to fur- 
prife Quebec, 1. 138. Difficulties of the en- 
terprife, ibid. Difappointed, 139. Summons 
it to furrcnder, ibid. In great want of artil- 
lery, 140. Attacks the city, 141. Wound- 
ed, ibid. Raifes the fiege, 168. Engaged in 
the aftion at StQl Water, 336. Diflinguifhca 
himfelf greatly, 337. Wounded, fighting 
againft Burgoyne, 341. Difguded with the 
American fervice, ii. 247. Caufes of that 
difguft, 248. Forms a fcheme for delivering 
up a ftrong pod to the Britifh, 249. Efcapes 
to New York, 251. 

Afcmblieiy provincial, of America, oppofc the 
ftamp-aft, i. 35. Diflblution of, by the go- 
vernors, hurtful by dlifuiing difcontent through 
the country, 72, 

B. 

Baillief colonel. See Eaft Indies, 

Barnngtoriy admiral, fails with the Britifh fleet 

againfl St. Lucie, ii. 86. Engagement with 

the French, 97. Wounded, 98. 
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Bo/lon^ riotous onpofition to the ftamp-t£l, i. 
39. Oppofes the board of cufloms, 59. Riot 
about the cuftoms, 63. People propofe hold- 
ing a convention, 6\, Infult the foldiers, 74. 
Rioty 7;. Meeting at, 82. Petition the go- 
vernor againd the judges, ibid, Aflembly 
at, denies the right of parliament to le^iflate 
for the colonies, 83. Petition his majelly to 
remove the governor, 84. Riot about the in- 
^rodu^ion of tea, 86. People dcflroy the 
' cargoes of two (hips laden with tea, 87. Port 
(hut by an adl of parliament, 88. Proceed- 
ings in, on hearing of the port-bill, 92. Ex- 
hort the other colonies to give up all trade with 
Britain, 93. Catjfc of, efpoufcd by the other 
colonies, 96. Meeting of delegates at, lOO. 
EffeAs of (hutting the port of, 1 12. Block- 
ade of Britilh troops at, 166. Evacuated by 
the Britifh, 167. Riot at, between the Ame- 
rican and French failors, ii. 38. See Majfa* 
ehufett's Bay, 

Britain^ government of, refolves to pcrAil in co- 
ercive mcafures, i. 1 2 2. People of, generally 
for the war, 258. Sends commiffioners to treat 
with the Americans, ii. 6. Breaks with France, 
ibid. With Spain, 156. DifFcrcnces between, 
and Holland, 257. See Parliament^ minifters, 
admirals, generals, and foreign nations by 
name. 

Bunker' t Hill, defcription of, 1. i«5- ^ Battle of, 
1 26. Errors committed in this a6lion, r 29. 

Burford^ the American colonel, defeated by co- 
lonel Tarleton, li. 193. 

Burgoyne^ general, appointed commander of the 
Briti(h northern army, i. 318. Employs the 
favages, 319. Number of his troops, 320. 
His manifefto, 321. Impolicy of threatening 
manifeftoes, 322. Invefts Ticonderoga, ihiJ, 
And alfo Mount Independence, ibid. Which 
forts arc abandoned by the Americans, 323. 
The ihips of the Americans are deftroyed at 
Skecnefborough, 324. He compels the Ame- 
ricans to abandon their works, ibid* Part of 
his army engages the Americans at Hubberton, 
325. Defeats them, ibid. Stratagem of the 
Americans, 326. Blameable for the route he 
took, 327. Meets with gjeat difficulties at 
Fort Edward, 330. Sends colonel Baum with 
a detachment to Bcnninffton, ibid. Which is 
defeated, 333. This defeat owing to Bur- 
goyne's negk6b*ng to fend a fufficient number 
of troops, ibid. Colonel St. Leger detached 
by, invcfls Fort Stanwix, 334. Obliged to 
raife the fiege, 335. That failure owinff to 
the inadequacy of tlie force given him by Bur- 
goyne, ibid, Oppofcd by general Gates, who 
6 



takes the chief command of the Americans, 
336. AiElIon at Still Water, 357. Neither 
party is viftorious, ibid. The Briti(h might 
have gained a decifive vidlory, had Burgoyne 
not burdened himfelf with more artillery than 
was nece(rary, ibid. The battle fhowed that 
the Americans could fight with courage and 
condud on plain ground, ibid, Diflreiled (itu- 
ation of his army, 338. Dcferted by the In- 
dians, 339* Retreats to Saratoga, ibid. His 
army nearly furrounded, 340. Bloody battle 
with the Americans, 341. General Frafei* 
killed, ibid,, Lofs of the Britifh very confider- 
able, ibid. Critical fituation of the Britifh 
army, 34^2. He attempts to draw the Ame- 
ricBM i» a general engagement, ibid. Which 
they decline, ibid, Atte-mpts to retreat to Fort 
George, 343. Irtiprafticable, ibiil. Attempts 
to retreat to Fort Edward, ibid. But finds his 
retreat cut ofiP, ibid. Is completely furrounded, 
344. Endeavours to force the Americans to 
fight, ibid. Makes overtures to general Gates 
for a convention, 345. Propofals on both fides, 
346—348. Convention ratified, 349. Re- 
fledions on this event, 352. The conduft of 
Burgoyne difcuffed, 353. Attempts to throw 
the blame of his mifcarriages on fir William 
Howe, and on lord George Germaine* 355. 
General caufe of his mifcarriage, 356. His 
deportment after his misfortune, 357. Throws 
himfelf into oppofition, ibid, 
Burke^ the celebrated Edmund. See ParSmnmt* 
Byrottf adnural, fails from Portfmouth with a 
fleet for North America, ii. 25. Fleet of, 
difperfed by dorms, 46, 47. He arrives at St. 
Lucie, 91. Sails to St. Chridopher's to prote6t 
the homeward-bound trade, 92. Returns to 
St* Lucie, 96. Adion with the French, 97. 
The French admiral avoids a clofc engagement, 
08. French fleet efcapes during the night, 99. 
The lofs of the French the greater, ico. 
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Colder 9^ fir Henry, fenrices at the redu6Uoo of 
St. Lucie, ii. 87. 

Cambridge^ in New Hampfliire, provincial con*- 
grefs at, i. 113. Hoflile defigns of, iliJ. 
Palfes refolutions for preparing arms, ibiJ. 
American army affembles at, 121. 

Camden^ lord, applied to by the aflembly of Maf- 
fachufett's Bay to fecond their petition to the 
king, i. 60.^ Difmified from his office of lord- 
chancellor, 73. 

Campbell f lieutenant-colonel (late fir .Archibald), 

taken 
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taken prifoner at Bofton, i. i68. Mal-trcated, I 
ibid. IjCttcr of, to fir William Howe, defcrip- 
tlve of the cnichies and indignities he fuffered, 
i^/V. Expedition of, with Frafcr's Highland- 
ers, to deftroy the American privateers, ii. 42. 
Expedition under, againfl Georgia, 48. Ope- 
rations andbrilliantfucccfles, 66, 67, Mafterly 
movements, by which he compelled the Ame- 
ricans to fight, 70. Defeats them, 71. Re- 
duces Savannah, ibiJ, Praife of him and his 
troops, 72. Reduces Sunbury, 103. Expe- 
dition of, to Augufta in Georgia, 106. Is 
ordered to retire nam Georgia, and return to 
Savannah, 108. 
Canada, aft for fettlement of, i. 90. People of, 
addrefled by the affembly of Maflachufctt's 
Bay, 103. Defcription of, 130. Aft for 
fettlement of, not popular, bccaufe deemed 
arbitrary, ihiJ. Sec Carlion, and other com- 
manders by name. 
Carltotiy general (now lord Dorchefter), unpo- 
pular in Canada, becaufe aftive in framing the 
aft for fettlement of, i. 137. Neglefts the 
merchants, cultivating the nobleffe only, Ihid. 
Almoft taken by the Americans, 139. But 
efcaping, arrives at Quebec, ibid. Summoned 
by Montgomery to Turrender Quebec, ibid. 
Refufes, ibid. Gallant defence oiQuebec by, 
140. The Americans are forced to raife the 
fiege, 170. Expedition agalnft the Cedars, 
ibid. Which capitulates, 172. He equips an 
armament againft Crown Point and Ticonde- 
roga, 252. Difficulty of the enterprifc, 253. 
Defeats the Americans on the Lakes, 255. 
Reduces Crown Point, 256. Returns to St. 
John's, 257. Offended with the appointment 
of general Burgoyne to the command of the 
northern army, 318. Much fuperior to Bur- 
goyne in fkill, experience, and knowledge of 
the countr}", 319. Refigns his government, 
ibid. 
Carl'ifley earl of. Sec Commijjioners. 
Carolina^ North and South, originally the fame 
fettlement, planted in the reign of Charles IL, 
i. I o. Receives a conftitution from Mr. Locke, 
which, though apparently wife in theory, not 
reducible to praftice, ibid. Danger of fpecu- 
lative refinement in legiflation, ibid. Expe- 
rience the only fure guide, ibid. Proceedings 
of North (Carolina againft their governor, Mr. 
Martin, 151. Who is forced to leave the pro- 
vince, 152. Proceedings of South Carolina 
againft lord William Campbell, their governor, 
ibid. Efforts of the Britilh in North Carolina, 
17 8. Of the Scotch emigrants, ibid. Riots 



between the American French failors, ii. -^9. 
Many of the inhabitants join the British after 
the rcdnftion of Charleftown, 192. Again 
become difaffefted to Britain, 198. Many of 
them found guilty of treachery, 213. For 
which fome are punifhed, 214. 

Chamblee Fort taken, i. 135. 

Charleftown, near Bofton, defcription of, i. 12c* 
' ■ South Carolina, defcription of, li. 
III. See C/infon, fir Henry. 

Chnftophcr'Sf St. ifland of, reduced by the mar- 
quis dc Bouille, ii. 42^. 

Climate f greater degrees both of heat and cold in 
North America than in the fame latitudes of 
Europe, i. 3. EfFeft of, on the manners of 
the feveral provinces, 5, 6. 

CRntonf fir Henry, fervlces of, at Bunker's Hill, 
i. 127. Makes an attempt upon the fouthcfn 
provinces, i8j. Iffues a proclamation, in- 
viting the Americans to return to their alle- 
giance, ibid. Which produces no effeft, Hid. 
Makes an attempt againft Charleftown, 184. 
Which proves unfuccefsful, 186. Sails for 
New York, 187. Expedition of, againft Rhode 
Ifiand, 220. Succefsful, ibid. An unwife mea- 
furc, 221. Expedition of, up the North River, 
353. Reduces Forts Montgomery and Clinton, 
360. Appointed to fucceed fir William Howe as 
commander in chief, 388. Evacuates Phila- 
delphia, ii. 14. Marches to New York by 
Sandy Hook, 17. Battle of Freehold Court 
Houle, J 9. Arrives at New York, 23. En* 
deavours to make a defcent at New London to 
deftroy the American privateers, 39. The 
unfavourable wind prevents hira from landing, 
ibid. Sends feveral detachments to deftroy the 
American privateers, 4 1 . Attacks Verplank's 
Neck and Stoney Point on the Hudfon River, 
1^0. Reduces them, 141. Expedition of^ 
againft Connefticut, 142. Receives a rein- 
forcement, 152. Expedition of, to South Ca- 
rolina, 176. Fortifications of Charleftown 
defcribed, 178. Garrifon of, 179. Siege of, 
181. Reduftion .of, 185. Great praife of 
the officfers and troops by fir Henry, 187. Ad- 
drefs to the people of South Carolina, 190. 
Departs for New York, 195. Applies to ge- 
neral Wafhington in behalf of major An£6f 
251. In vain, 252. 
Collier^ fir George, arrives at Long Ifland 
with a reinforcement from England, i. 199. 
Conunands the fleet on the American ftation, 
ii. 134. Operations, 136. Expedition of, to 
deftroy the magazines of the Americans, ibid* 
Sails to affift general Maclean at Penobfcot, 

150. 
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1^0. Relieves the ffarrifon, iji. Rcfigns his 
coi^^mandy ic2. Succeeded by admiral Ar- 
buthnot, iVid. 

Colonies naturalljr feize all oppottunities of afcer- 
taining their independence, i. i. 

— , American, had no reafon to expedl that 
they could maintain independence againll Eng- 
land, but the contrary, i. i, 2, Geographical 
defcription of, i — 3. Divided into northern, 
middle, and fouthern, 4. Diverfities of man- 
ners and inhabitants, and their caules phyflcal 
and moral, ibid. Hiftor)'- of the fettlement of, 
7 — 9. State of commerce and revenue at the 
peace 1763, ic — 12. See each by name. 

Comnujftoners for peace (earl of Carhfle, governor 
Johnftone, and Mr. Eden, with the general and 
admiral for the time being) arrive in America, 
and enter on their office, ii. 9. Send their 
fecretary (the famous Dr. Adam Fergufon) 
to ftate* to the congrefs the terms which they 
were authorifcd to offer, 11. To whom a 
pafTport is icfufcd by the Americans, ibid. 
Their propofals rejcfted by the Americans, 
who will hear of no terms without the previous 
acknowledgment of their independence, 12. 
Return to England, 48. Review of their pro- 
ceedings, 49. Remonftrance of, on the deten- 
tion of Durgoyne's troops, 57. Manifefto of, 
S8. 

Ccncordy detachments fent to deftroy ftorcsat, by 
general Gage, i. 116. See Lexington. 

Congrefs^ general, propofed by the aflembly of 
Maflachufctt's Bay, ii. 37. Held at New 
York, 39. ProfefTes loyalty to the king, 41 . 
Affefted moderation of their proceedings, ibid, 
Effeds of the meeting of, 42. Affociaiions 
are entered into againfl the importation of 
Britifti manufadlurcs, ibid. Sowed the feeds 
of revolution, by uniting the grievances and 
complaints of the feveral colonies, 57. Meets 
at Philadelphia after the pafiing of the Bofton 
port-bill, 102. Unanimous in reprobating the 
ad, and in denying the right of parliament to 
tax the colonies, ibid. Nuniber of delegates, 
ibid. They fix that each colony fhould have a 
vote, 103. Precautions to prevent the whole 
of their dclibeiations from tranfpiring, ihid. 
They publifli a declaration of the ftate of af- 
fairs in MafTachufctt's Bay, ibid. Send a letter 
to general Gage, ibid. Iffue a declaration of 
rights and grievances, ibid. Ground their 
claim of rights on the law of nature, on the 
Britifh coi.Ilituticn, and on their feveral char- 
ters, iCij. Petition the king, 105. Addrefs 
the people of Britain, iliiL Recommend the 



condu6l and eaufe of the Boftonians in an ad- 
drefs to the colonies, 106. Addrefs the Cana- 
dians, ibid Their addrefs to Canada a very 
able and hurtful performance, ibid. Defigns 
of, on Canada, i 30. Send deputies to Eng- 
land to petition the king, 153. They are told 
that no aufwer would be given, 154. Proceed 
to form a conflitution for America, 1 83. New 
declaration of rights, 1 89. Of independence, 
ibid. AfTed to ground their aifertion of inde- 
pendence on the king's refufal to redrefs their 
grievances, ibid. Vigour of, 228. Wife mca- 
fures of, for increafing the army, ibid. Ani- 
mating and fuccefsfuT addrefs to the people, 
229. Committee of, forms a plan of a confli- 
tution for America, 244. Approve of, and 
tranfmit the plan to the feveral flates, 241J. 
Pafs refolutions inimical to the conciliatory 
plan of Britain, ii. 9. Refufc to fulfil the 
terms of Gates's convention with Burgoyne, 
7. Manifeftly guilty of injuflicc, 8. Will 
not admit Dr. Fergufon to lay the Britifh 
propofals before the.n, nor liften to any terms, 
without the previous acknowledgment of their 
independence, 12. Grofs violation of the 
convention of Saratoga, 58. From conhder- 
ations of policy averfe to a general exchange 
of prifuners, 2.3. 

ConneQicufy means of fubfiflence, and employment 
of the inhabitants, i. 4. Chiefly occupied in 
agricultuie and pafluragc, ibid. Planted by 
Puiitans flying from the bigotted tyranny of 
Laud, 7. Expedition of Clinton againfl, ii. 
142. Great lofs to the inhabitants, 144. The 
people think themfelves neglected by Wafhing- 
ton and the congrefs, ibid. Murmurs there- 
upon, ihid. 

Connelly y Mr. his fcheme for attacking the Ameri- 
cans from the back fettlements, i. 150. Fmf- 
trated, 151. 

Cooiey fir Eyre. See Eajl Indies. 

Cornwallisy lord, penetrates into the Jerfcys, u 

219. Strikes terror into the Americans, ihiJ. 
But is refl rained by an order from general 
Ho We from taking advantage of their panic, 

220. Takes the command of the Jerfey army, 
236. Endeavours to bring Wafhington to a 
battle, who retreats, ibid, Marches to the re- 
lief of Brunfwick, 238. Takes poffeflion of 
Philadelphia, 295. Commands a ftrong de- 
tachment againfl South Carolina, ii. 184. Lieft 
by Clinton commander in chief there, 195. 
Admiuilhation of, in South Carolina, 196. 
Wife regulations for the government of the 
province, 197, Sets out for Camden, 205. 

Battle 
z 
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Battle there with general Gates, 208. Vidlo- 
rious, 20;^. Conduct as a general imivcrrally 
admired, 211. Marches into North Carolina, 
215. A wife meafr.re, but not followed by 
fuccefs in proportion to its wifdom, if/ui. 
Obliged to return to South Carolina, 224. 
Falls fick, ilici. Difficulties of the army, 225. 
Great attachment of the army to their general, 
ibia. Arrives at Wynncfborough, 226. Joined 
by a large reinforcement under gcneial Lcllie, 
317. Marches from Wynncfborough, 330. 
Crofles the river Catawba, 327. Joined by 
colonel Weblter, puifues general Morgan, 330. 
Drives general Greene from North Caruiina, 
332. Greene re-enterb that province, 33;. 
Lord Corn wa ".is retires, 334. Battle with ge- 
neral Greene at Guildford, ^^^7. Victorious, 
343. Bi.v with very conliJcrable lof-.. 344. 
Retl»"s t^'^ards Crofs Creek, 348. Difap- 
pointcd 1 . .lis expeclaii nvs (A Leincr joined by 
the 1 :} al As, i^j. TiUies a pioclan.dtion, in- 
viting' the Americans in return to their alle- 
giance, 3^1. Benevolent an.l fading letter 
to announce tlie death of colonel Wtbller to 
his father at Edinburgh, 353. Sends meflen- 
gers to lord Rawdon, who are unfortunately 
intercepted, ibid, EmbarrafTmcnt of, 3:54. 
Determines to march through North Carolina 
into Virginia, 395. Marches from Wilming- 
ton, ibiJ. Joined by general Arnold, 3«9. 
Endeavours to ilrike a blow at the marquis de la 
Fayette, 386. Who decamps anr' efcapes with 
his army, 387. Part of his troops are fent for 
by Clinton, 393 Sets oflF from William fburgh, 
394. CrofTes James River, and retires to Portf- 
mouth, 395. Evacuates Portfmouth, ^3o6. 
French and American forces join, 397. He 
concentrates his troops at York and Sloucefter, 
ibid. The combined armies, under Wafhington 
and Rochambeau, inveft York Town, 409. 
Comwallis's troops make feveral fallies, 410, 
41 X . Surrenders to general Wafhington, 413. 
Efforts of fir Henry Clinton for the relief of, 
4x4. Effeds of the capture of, 420. 

Crilloftf duke of, comnKinds the . Spanifh army 
before Gibraltar, ii. 439. 

Crotvn Pointy important fituation of, i. 131. 
Reduced by the Americans, 132. Abandoned 
by them, 323. 

Cunningham f his Hiflory of Great Britain, a clear, 
accurate performance, fuperior to any in the 
language for particular and intelligible accounts 
of military operations, i. 374. 

D. 
Darhy^ admiral, fucceeds Geary, ii, 264. 



Dawfon^ captain of the Renown of fifty gunt^ 
engages with a French (hip of eighty-four, ii. 

3'- . . T> . .. 

Dcancy Silas, American ambaflador at Pans, 11. j, 

Delazuare, lower counties on, i. 9. Seizure of 
pofls on, unaccountably neglected by general 
Howe, 23^?. 

D'Ejlaingy fails with a fleet from Toulon to North 
America, ii. 25. Comes to anchor off New 
York, 2-. Arrives lit Rhode lOand, 27. In- 
tends to co-operate with the American general 
SulF van, to expel the Britifh from Rhode 
Iflaii ,28. Fru!? :itcd, :htJ, Is "ppofed by 
lord 1 lovve, 29. CT IS battle tu the Brftifh 
adminr, th'iiL Whc iccKncs lighting on ac- 
co'iht or the wind, '.I'uL The oritilh admiral 
appearing at lad willing to light, is feparated 
from him by a ttorm, 30. His fleet is fhat- 
teud, 32. \Vhich he retits at Bofton, ibid, 
Salli to the Weft Indies, 47. Attempts to re- 
lieve St. Lucie, 87. B.it is repiillVd, 92. Is 
re iii forced by De GraTc, but declines an en- 
gagement with the Britifh admiral. Hid, On 
the departure of Byron commences offenfivc 
operations, ibuT, Reduces St. Vincent's, 93. 
Attacks Oenada, 94. Which furrenders, 95. 
Battle with the Briiilh, 98. Declines a clofq 
engagement, though fuperior in force, 99. 
Departs for Hifpa.iiola 1.^2. Sails to North 
America, 122. Arrives ott Georgia, /^/^, Sum- 
mons Savannah to furrender, 12^. Condu6l9 
precipitate. Hid, Attajks the Britifh lines, 
1 30. Repuifed with great lofs, 131. Raifes 
the fiege, 132. Returns to France, Hid, 

DigLy^ admiral, conducts home the Spanifh prizes, 
ii. 257. 

Dominica^ conquered by the French under the 
marquis de Bouille, ii. 84. 

Donopj colonel, a German, bravery and condu6t 
of, at Red Bank, i. 302. Wounded, ibid. 

Dunmorey earl, and governor of Virginia, fends 
to government a very unfavourable flatc of the 
province, 143. Unpopular, makes a conci- 
liatory proportion to the council of Virginia, 
144. Rejeded, 145. Apprehcnfive of a dc- 
Tign to detain his perfon, 146. Narrowly ef- 
capes being feized, ibid. Retires to Norfolk, 
ibid, Iffues a proclamation to ellablifh martial 
law, 147. Emancipates all flares who fhould 
join the Britifh, ibid. Attempts to diflodgethe 
enemy from their flrong pofls, 148. Com- 
pelled, with the loyaliils, to abandon Norfolk^ 
ibid. Joins the army at New York, 149. 



Ed€H^ Mr, Sec CommiJJioners for Peace* 



England^ 
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England, See Brttatn, 

' ' ■» New, phyfical and moral chara6lera of 
the people of, i. 5. Carries, on a clandcftine 
trade with Spanifli America, 15. Difpleafed 
with the commercial regulations of Britain, 
2U Denies the authority of parliament to 
Icry taxes, 21. Endeavours to excite oppo- 
iltion in the other colonies, 26- Aftive in 
oppofin^ parliamentary fupremacy, 28. See 
Mqffachujett* s Bay^ and the other provinces. 

Er/klnCf fir William, routs a confiderablc body of 
Americans, i. 281. 



• F. 

Fergufon^ Dr. Adam, appointed fecretary to the 
commiflioners for peace, ii. i o. Refufed a pafF- 
port, II. See Commifftoners for Peace, 

■» major, appointed to command the 
South Carolina loyalifts, ii. 192. Com- 
mands a body on the frontiers of North Caro- 
lina, 220. His high chara^er as an officer, 
ih'id. Attacked and furrounded by a great 
Dumber of Americans, 222. Intrepid courage 
and mafterly coodudi of, Wtd, Falls, 223. 

■ ■ , George, governor of Tobago, attacked 
by the French, 11. 287. Sends an exprefs to 
Barbadoes, ih'td. AfKdancc does not arrive in 
timci 'ibid. Surrenders the ifland, 288. 

FUity Englifli See KefpeU Pallifer^ Hood^ Rod- 
ney% Cffr. 

•— , French. 

—— , Spaniih. 

—— , Dutch. 

— , Ruflian. 



See UEJlaingi dt Graje, ^c. 
See Spain. 
See Hclland. 
See Neutrality, 
Florida^ Eafl, preparations of the Americans to 
attack, ii. 105. General Lincoln takes the 
command of their troops. 

■ -> Weft, reduAion of, ii. 168. In\'aded by 
the Spaniards, 169. Reduced by them, ibid. 
Honourable terms granted to the inhabitauts, 
ibid. 
Fort Chamblec taken by the American general 
Montgomery, i. 135. 
■ Saint John taken, i. m6. 
*■ ■ Edward, expedition of colonel St. Leger 

to, i. 330. 
— Stanwix, inveftcd by St. Leger, 334. Siege 
of, raifed, i. 334* 

■ Montgomery reduced by colonel Campbell, 

i. 3C;o. 
■ ■ Clinton, reduced by fir Henry Clinton, 

1. 360. 
Fox^ Hon. C. J. made fecretary of ftatc, ii. 423. 
Plan of his adminiflration refpeding the war, 
43> 



France^ manifeds a difpofition hoiUle to Britain, 
i. 259. Haibours American privateers, ibid. 
Ships of, accept commiilions from the Ame- 
ricans, 260. (Jany on depredations againft the 
Britifh trade, ibid, Bufy in warlike prepara- 
tions, ibid. Treatment of Portugal, the ally of 
Britain, ibid. Enters into commercial and po- 
litical treaties with the Americans, ii. y Ac- 
knowledges the independence of America, ibid. 
Notifies the treaties to Britain, 6.^ Which is 
confidered by Britain as a declaration of war, 
ibid. Fleet of, fails for America, 25. Com- 
plains that Britain had commenced Iioftib'ties, 
77. Fleet of, engages Kcppcl, 78. Com- 
bined fleets of, and of Spain, threaten an in- 
vafion of Britain, 1 62. Appear off Plymouth, 
163. An armament from, arrives at Rhode 
Ifland, under Rochambeau and Tcmav, 245. 
Chief command of the troops given to Wafh- 
ington, ibid, French forces join the Ameri- 
cans ag!unft lord Comwallis, 397, French fleet 
enters the Chefapeak, 399. Partial adtion be- 
tween De Grafie and admiral Graves, 400. 
The armies of, and of America, arrive at 
Williamfburgh in Virginia, 40$. Encamp be- 
fore York Town, 40S. York and Gloucefter 
invefled, 409. Britifh army under lord Com- 
wallis furrenders, 413. The French^'Under the 
marquis de BouiUe, take the Dutch ifland St. 
EufUtius from the British, 416. A French 
and Spanifh armament befieges St. PhiL'p's in 
Minorca, 424. Compels general Murray » the 
commanding officer, to capitulate, 42 c. The 
marquis de Bouille reduces St. Chriftopher's, 
ibid. Engagement between De Graffe and fir 
Samuel Hood, 426. Engagement between 
De Graffe and admiral Rodney, 43/2. French 
completely defeated, 433. See D Efiaing^ and 
other French commanders by name* 

Franklin^ Dr. Benjamin, appointed agent for the 
province of Maflachufett's Bay at the Britifh 
court, i. 84. Gets into his pofleffion foroc let- 
ters of governor Hutchinfon, ibid, Tranfmits 
thelettersto thcprovincialafrembly,f^»^. Which 
excites a flame againft the governor, ibid. Is 
difmiffed from his office of deputy pofl-mafter- 
general for America, 85. Retires to America 
192. Becomes a leading member in the con* 
grefs, ibid. Applied to by lord Howe con- 
cerning peace, 1 93. His anfwer, Und, Ap- 
pointed ambaflfador to the court of France, li. 
5. Principally inflrumental in concluding an 
alliance with that power. 

Frafer, general, repulfes the Americans at 
Trois Kiviers, 177. Engages the Americans, 
324. Is killed, 325. 



^^'» 
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Or 

Garif general, notifies to the afTemblies of Maf- 
lachufett's Bay that they mud remove to Sa- 
lem, i. 95^ Finds it neceflary to order troops 
to Bofton, 98. Fortifies Boflon, xoo. Re- 
ceives a letter from the firft congrefs, declaring 
their rights and grievances, 103. Admonifhes 
the congrefs of Maffachufett's Bay to dcllll 
from their unconflitutional proceedings^ io8. 

• Proclamation of, prohibiting feditious meet- 
ings, ibid. Sends a detachment to deflroy 
military ftores of the Americans, 116. The 
detachment driven back to Ballon, 118. Is, 
by the provincial congrefs of Maffachufett's, 
declared an enemy, 121. Receives a reinforce- 
ment from England, 124. Offers the Ame- 
ricans a pardon if they would return to their 
allegiance, ibid. Engagement with the Ame- 
ricans at Bunker's Hill, 126. 

Galloway f Mr. an evidence in the inquiry con- 
cerning general Howe's condu£^, i. 398. 

Camingf of every fpecies, permitted and fanc- 
tioned in the JBritifh army, i. 309. General 
bad effeds of that vice on the human mind and 
body, ibid. Particular bad cffeds of, on the 
army, ibid, 

Carthy g^eral, takes poffeflion of New Haven 
in Connedicut, ii. 142. 

Catesy general, takes the command of the Ame- 
rican army in the north, i. 336. Commands at 
the battle of Still Water, 337,. .Declines ha- 
zarding a general engagement, .342-./ Huma- 
nity of, to the fick and wounded of the Britifh, 
ibid. Completely furrounds* the' Britifli army 
at Saratoga, 343. Orders of, againfl plunder- 
ing, 344. Receives propofals from general 
Burgoyne for a convention, 345. The con- 
tention at length, 349. Generous behaviour 
of, to the unfortunate Britifh, 352. Appointed 
commander of the fouthern army, ii. 200. 
Defeated at Camden> 209. Religns the com- 
mand, 233. 

Geary y admiral, takes the command of the Clian- 
nel fleet, ii. 263. Falls in with a fleet of 
French merchantmen, ibid. Refigns, 264. 

Ccrmainey lord George, fecretaiy offtate for the 
American department, accufed by Burgoyne 
of being the caufe of his difcomfiture, i. 355. 
Satisfaftorily vindicates himfclf from that 

[ charge, ibid. Accufed by fir W. Howe, 394. 
Afferts that Howe had power to adl according 
to circumflances atid his own difcretion, 396. 

Gibraltar y repulfe and difcomfiture of the Spa- 
niards and French before that fortrefs, ii. 438. 
Relieved by a fleet undcy the conamand of lord 
Howe, 443, 
Vol- 1L 



Graftoity duke of, prime miniftcr, 1. 52. Procurcfr 
an a^ for duties on articles imported to Ame- 
rica, 53. Refigns, 73. But continues on the 
fide of government. Hid, 

Granij general, expedition of, to the Weft Indies, 
ii. 48. His operations there, 86. Defeats 
the French, 90. 

Gresney general, fucceeds Gates in the command 
of the foHthem army, ii. 233. Haraffes the 
Britilh outpofts in South Carolina, 3 1 8. Driven 
out of North Carolina, 352. Re-entcrt it, 
333. Adlion with lord Cornwallis near Guild- 
ford, 337. Defeated, 343. Marches againffc 
lord Rawdon at Camden, 353. Compels Fort 
Watfon to fuiTcnder, 360. Encamps at Mill 
Creek, 361. Befieges Ninety-fix, 364. Sum- 
mons it to furrcnder, j68. Raifcs the fiege, 
373. Purfued by lord Rawdon, ibid. Battle 
between, and colonel Stuart, near the Eutaw 
Springs, 378. Both parties claim the vidtbry,. 

Gh/ivdlcy George, prime mihifter, meafures of, 
conceniing the colonies difpleafihg to the inha- 
bitants, i. 26. Propofes the itamp-a£l, 27. 
AMu'ch is ffrenuoufly oppofed by the parlia- 
ment, 78. But carried by a great majority, 
ibid, Difmlffed from his office, 27. His dif- 
miilion favourable to the colonies, ibid. Caufes 
of his difmiflion, ibid. 

Grey, major-general, defeats the American ge- 
neral Wayne, i. 295", Expedition of, to Buz- 
zard's Bay, ii. 39. Deilroys the AmericaOi 
.privateers on the Acufhnet River, 40* 



H. 



Nampjhirey New, infurredlion in, 1. ili. 

Hancocly John, riot at Bofton conceniing a fliip 
belonging to Iiim, i. 63. Made prcfidcnt of 
the congrefs of Maffachufett's Bay, 108. 

Hardy, fir Charles, takes the command of the 
Channel fleet, ii. 161. Is paffed by the com- 
bined fleets, 162. His death, 263. 

HnJUngSy Mr. his conduct as governor-general of 
Bengal, ii. 436. 

Hejjlery de, the Hcffian general, routs the Ame- 
ricans at Flat Bufh, i. 195. 

Henry, Patrick, of Virginia, violent fpeech of, on. 
the flamp-adl, i. 33. 

H§Uandy difl'ercnces of, with Great Britain, ii. 
257. Carries naval Ptoreo to France, 25H. 
The fliips of, felzed by the Britifli, ibid. Suf- 
penfion of treaties of, with Britain, 262. 
Commercial treaty between her and America, 
272. AVar between her and Britain, 27;^- 
Dutch iiland of St. Euft^itius c^tured, 280. 
3 N DuK:li 
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Dutch fettlemcnts on the Spanifh Main taken, 
281. A(5lIon between the liritifli and Dutch 
fleets at the Dogger Bank, 296. 
Hothaniy commodore, his important fervices on 
Hudfon's River, i. 362. In the Prefton, a (hip 
of fifty gun^:, fights the Tonant, a French fliip 
of eighty, ii. 231 . Commands a fquadron fent 
to the Weft Indies, 232. 
Honduras^ attack upon, by captain LuttrcU, ii. 

270. 
Hawtf general, his conduft at Bunker's Hill, i. 
127. Evacuation of Bofton, 166. Embarks" 
for Halifax, ibidn Cenfured by many for not 
going rather to Long Ifland, 190. Arrives 
at Sandy Hook, ibid» Lands the Britifh troops 
at Staten Ifland, 191. Detail of his forces, 
ibid. Is joined by lord Howe with a large re- 
inforcement from Britain, ibid^ The late arrival 
of the troops a great injury to the Britifh 
caufey 192. Empowered, with lord Howe, to 
treat with the Americans, ibid. Opens the 
campaign, and puts the enemy to flight at 
Long Ifland, 195. Declines attacking the 
American lines, 196. The Americans efcape 
from the ifland, 197. His orders for pursuit 
too late, 198. Makes overtures for peace to 
the Americans, 200. Takes pofleflion of New 
York, 205. Engages the Americans at White 
Plains, 212. Cenfured for dividing his army 
into (mail unconne6led detachments, 229. 
Blamed for giving an important command to 
colonel Rhalle, 234. Difafter at Trenton at- 
tributed to that caufe, ibid. Neglefts to fortify 
the pofts on the Delaware, 235. Suft'ers the 
Jcrfcys to be recovered, 239. His condudl 
contrafted with that of general Wafliington, 
241. Clofes the campaign 1776, 243. Opens 
the campaign 1777, 277. Endeavours to bring 
Wafliington to aftion, 284. Rehnquifties the 
Jcrfeys, ibid. Proceeds to Chefapeak Bay, 
ibid. Aftlonat the Brandywine, 292. Defeats 
the Americans, 293. But docs not improve 
the viAory, ibid. Adlion at German Town, 
298. Suffers the Americans to remain undif- 
turbed the whole winter at Valley Forge, 310. 
General cenfure of his condu6^, 311. Refigns 
the command of the army, 381. Imputes nis 
relignation to the want of fupport from admi- 
niilration, ibid. That allegation manifeltly un- 
founded, 382. Mifchianza, afeilival in honour 
of, 38 c. Du JPortaiPs letter refpedling his 
condutt, 386. Returns to England, 393. 
Complains of defamation. Hid. Obtains a par- 
lianaentary inquiry, 396. Rcflcdions on that 
inquiry, 398. 
i-i*— , lord, arrives at Sandy Hook with a fleet 
from England, i. 190. Empowered, with his 
6 



brother, to treat with the Americans, 792. 
Writes to doftor Franklin and general Wafli- 
ington refpeAine peace, 193. Conference at 
Staten Ifland with a committee from congrcfs, 
200. Attacks Mud Ifland, 301. Takes it, 
304. Defends the harbour of New York with 
a fmall force, ii. 26. Sails to Rhode Ifland to 
oppofe d'Ellain^, 30. The fleets feparated by 
a liorm, did. Refigns the command to ad- 
miral Gambier, 33. See Howe^ general. 

Huyncy major-general, fervices of, at CharlcflowD, 
ii. 187. 

Hutchinfon^ governor of Maflachufett's Bay, i. 
84. Letter of, difgufts the aflfembly, ibid. 
Petitions for a removal of, from his office, 
ibid. 

J. 

Jamaica^ and other Weft India iflands. Sec Wefi 
Indies f Barrin^torty Byron ^ and Rodney . 

yarvisy captain (now admiral fir J.), captures the 
Pegafe, a French line-of- battle fbip, ii. 43^. 

Jerfeu attempt on, by France, ii. 131. Re- 
pelled, ibid. 

— , New, peopled by the Dutch and Swedes, i. 
8. Operations there, fee Cornwallis and 
fVa/hington, For lofs of, fee Howe$ generaL 

Indiesy Weft, clandeftine trade of, with the Spa- 
nifh fettlemcnts, beneficial both to thefe illandg 
and to Britain, i. 14. Diftrefs of, from the 
war, 258. Expedition of jgeneral Grant and 
commodore Hotham to, iu 48. Alarm of» 
on the fucceffes of the French, 102. Quieted 
by the departure of d'Eftaing for Hifpaniola, 
ibid. See Barringtony Byrony^nd Rodnn. 

y Eaft, Pondicherry taken by lii Iledor 
Monro and fir Edward Vernon, ii. 82. An 
armament fets fail for, under general Meadows, 
306. Camatic invaded by Hyder Ally, 307. 
jDefeat and deftru6lion of a detachment under 
colonel Baillie, 309. Gallant behaviour of the 
Britifh, and barbarity of Hyder, 310. The 
Camatic ravaged by Hyder, 312. The prefi- 
dency of Madras apply to the governor-general 
of Bengal for afliftance, Hid. Vigorous met- 
fures of Mr. Haftings and the fnpreme coimc3 
for their defence, 313. Sir Eyre Ck>ote takes 
the command of the army at Madras, titid. 
General Coote defeats Hyder in feveral battles, 
314. Sir Edward Hughes takes Hyder's fea- 
ports, ibid. Sir Eyre Coote prevents Hyder 
Ally from returning to the Camatic,!^. Sir 
Edward Hughes defeats Suffrein, the French 
admiral, in four battles, iHd. Haftinn detaches 
the Mahrattas from the interefts of Hyder Ally, 
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In£an favages employed by Burgoyne, i. 319. 
Defert him, 339. 

Johnjloney governor, one of the commiffioners for 
peace. Sec Commiffioners, Sends private letters 
to members of congrefs, ii. 50. Obfervations 
on thefe letters, 54. Withdraws from the 
commillion^ ibid. Makes prizes of four Dutch 
£afi ludiamen, 30$. 

Jonesy Faul, aAion between, and a Britifh con- 
voy, ii. 164. Defperate courage of, 165. 

Judges 9 American, new regulations concerning, 
i. 81. Difgufting to the Americans, 82. 

Juryy trial by, claimed by the Americans on the 
promulgation of the plan for trying certain 
crimes in England, though conunitted in Ame- 
rica, i. 70, 



Keppely admiral, appointed to the command of the 
i5ritifh fleet in the Channel, ii. f^. Hoftilities 
commenced between France and England, 76. 
Engagement between the Belle Poule, a French, 
and the Arethufa, an Enghfh frigate, 77. En- 
gagement between the Englifh and French 
fleets^ 79. Difference between Keppel and 
Pallii^r, 81. Keppel tried, /^/V. Honourably 
acquitted, iUd, Rejoicings in London on his 
acquittal, ibid. Receives the thanks of the 
houfe of commons, ibid. Is appointed firil lord 
of the admiralty, 423. 

Knyphaufeny general, arrives at Long Ifland with 
a body of Heflians, i. 2x2. His fervices at 
Fort Waihington, 217. At Brandy wine, 297. 
His condud at Freehold Court Houfe,- ii. 20. 
Left commander of the garrifon of New York, 
177. His prudent meafures for the defence 
of New York, 239, 



Lee^ the American general, taken prifoner, i. 
226. His charader and abilities, 227. His 
condu^ at Freehold Court Houfe meritorious, 
though it met with puniftimcnt, ii. 20. 

Lejliey major-general, his important fervices at 
Charleftown, ii. 187. Sent by Clinton to co- 
operate with Cornwallis, 226. Ordered to join 
him at Wynnefborough, ibid. Joins him there, 
318. Commands part of the army at the ^battle 
of Guildford, 338. 

Liberty J too exalted fpeculative ideas of, lead into 
moft fatal confequences in pra£tice, i. 10. * 

Lincoln^ the American general, commands in the 
fouthern colonies, ii. 10^. Arrives it Charlef- 
town, ibid, Eilabliibes his head-quarters at 



Puryfbargh near Savannah, 106. Attempts ta 
flraiten the Britiih quarters, 108. Frudrated 
by general Prevoll, 1 09. Attacks the Britifli 
under colonel Maitland, 117. Repulfed, /^/V. 
Is abandoned by a great part of his troops, 
119. Retires to Charleftown, 179. Sum- 
moned by Clinton to furrender, 1 80. His firm 
anfwer, 181. Capitulates, 185. 

Lochcy the diftinguifticd philufophcr, forms a code 
of laws for Carolina, apparently excellent in 
theory, but by experience proved incffedtual, 
i. 10. 

Loyaltjliy American, exert themfclves in Virginia, 
and afterwards retire to Norfolk with lord 
Dunmore, i. 147. In North Carolina fet up 
the king's ftandard, 178. Join with the 
Scotch Highland emigrants, 1 79. Divided in 
their councils, 1 80. Proceed to Wilmington, 
ibid. Attack the Americans, 182. Defeated, 
ibid. Thofe of Jerfey and New York pillaged 
and infulted, 242. Conduft of thofe of Phi- 
ladelphia on the departure of the congrefs, 23c- 
Stratagem of, 371. 

Luttrelly commodore, reduces the Spanifh fort 
Omoa, ii. 170. 

Lutwychy commodore, deftroys the American gal- 
lies at Skenefborough, i. 3;4« 

M. 

Macartney J lord, governor of Grenada, furrenders 
the ifland, ii. 19^. 

Maclean^ colonel, charafter of, i. 134* His 
vigorous meafures to oppofe the Americans in 
Canada, ibid. Haftens to tlie defence of C^e. 
bee, 138. Dire6ls the artillery and fortifica- 
tions, 139. 

-, colonel Francis, forms a fettlement in 



Penobfcot, ii. 148. Attacked by the Ame- 
ricans, 150. His vigour and conduct difap- 

, point the attempts of the enemy, 151. Relieved 
by fir George Collier, 1 5 2. 

Maitlandy major, expedition of, up the Delaware, 
i. 376. Deftroys a great quantity of ftores 
and provifions, and a number of (hips, ibid* 
Succeeds general Prevoft in the command at 
John's Ifland, ii. 1 16. Attacked by general 
Lincoln, 117. Whom he repull'es, ibid. 
Marches to the afliftance of general Prevoft at 
Savannah, 125. His death and chara6^er, 153. 
■ ', captain of the Queen, captures 1* Ac* 
tionaire, a French ftiip of war, ii. 437. 

Manners^ influence of climate and foU on, iUuf- 
tratcd in the northern, middle, and foutherb 
colonies of North America, i. 5—10. 

Maryland^ firft fettlement of, i. 9. Carries on a 
3 N 2 con- 
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confulcrablc tradtf witli Li{l)on and the Medi- 
tciTancan, 15. Delegates of, feccdc from con- 
gix-fs when declaring America independent, 

MtxJj'iichuptCs Bayy fettled by Puritans flying from 
the perfecution of Laud, i. 7. iSoon begins to 
ilourifli, 8. Pleafed with duties impofed by 
parliament, 21. Allembly denies the right of 
the Britifli parliament to levy taxes, 22. That 
denial imputed to the continuance of the re- 
publican principles of the lirll fettlers, ihitL 
Propofes afl'enibling a general congrefs, 36. 
'J'his propofal generally approved of, 37. Tu- 
mults in, on the promulgation of the (lamp a<^, 
57, 5S. Difagi cement between the inhabitants 
and the governors, ihTd, AfTcmbly of, enters 
into a genei-al confideration of grievances, 59. 
Petition of, to the king, thu!. Sends a circular 
letter to the other colonies, flating grievances, 
"60. lliat letter feverely condemned by go- 
yernment, but moil favourably received by the 
other colonies, 61. Afl'cmbly required to re- 
fcind the refolution which produced it, 62. 
Which they rcfufe, and are therefore diflblved, 
ibid* The difcontents of the people break out 
ill to open vI(5ienoc, ihUL They form aflbcia- 
tions for dlllrefllng the trade of Britain, 67. 
Difpleafed with new regulations about the 
judges, 81. Aflembly denies the light of the 
Britilh parliament to legiflate for them, 83. 
Apologize afterwards for their violence, 84. 
Pray for the removal of their governor, ibid. 
The people enter into aflbciations againil the 
importation 'of tea, 86. The people, by the 
recommendation of the aiTembly, enters into re- 
folution s for breaking off all trade with Bri- 
tain, 97. Violence of the populace, and civil 
government diflblved, tb'id. Army and mili- 
tary ftores begin to be colledled, lOO, Dele- 
gates of the county of Suffolk meet at Boflon, 
ibid. The condud of the people receives the 
unqualified approbation of the general congrcfs, 
104. Provincial congrefs held at Salem, 108. 
lntt:rferes in the regulation of the militia, lOt;. 
Provide arms and military llorcs, ibid. Pro- 
vincial congrcfs meets at Cambridge, 113. 
Prepares for hoUilities, ibid. An anny raifcd, 
120. Sec Bnfton. 

Maivhoody lieutenant-colonel, expedition under, 
to affill the k)yaliftsin Jerfey, i. 367. Action 
at Quintin's Bridge, j68. Ingratitude of an 
American foldier, ibid. Adiiou at Hancock's 
Bridge, 369. 

Mfid^ivy major-general, commands at King's 
Bridge, il. 235. Sends a detachment under 
vybncl Norton to attack a llrong poll at Young's 



Houfc, 23^. Publidy thanks the colonel 
and men for their fervices, 238. Gazette ac- 
count of that affair mutilated, 239. 

Meadows^ general, his g^lant and judicious 
condudi at St. Lucie, ii. 89. Mafterly difpn- 
fition for the defence of his ppft, 90. Wounded^ 
ibid. Sails for the Eafl Indies, 305. 

Mijfijjippi^ the navigation of that river by the peace 
to remain free to particular powers, ii. 445- 

Moncriejf^ captain, his exertions and fervices as 
chief engineer at Savannah, ii* 133. His im- 
portant fervices as chief engineer at Charlef- 
town, 187. His great abilities and profeffional 
charnj^er, ihid, 

Montgomery^ the American general, marches to 
attack Canada, i. 133. Takes Fort Cliamblce, 
135- St. John^s, 136. Montreal, i^/V/. Sum- 
mons Qiiebcc to furreuder, 139. Attempts to 
florm it, 140. Killed, 142. His charaiSter, 
ibidm 

Montreal tdkcn by the Americans^ i. 150* 



N. 

Ktwfoundlandi fifhery of, fiiffers by the difpute 
of Britain witli America, ii. 58. St. Pierre 
and Miquelon, iHands near, taken from the 
French, ii. 83. 

Newte^ captain Thomas, curious and intereiling 
extra^ from his Tour in England and Scot- 
land, ii. 446. 

New 2 Vi, trade of, i. 14, General congrefs held 
at, 39. Refolution 8 again d the {lamp a^, 4c. 
(See Congrefs.) Affembly rcfufes to fupply the 
troops with the articles diredcd ia the new 
inutiny a£l, 52. Legiflative fundion of the 
affembly fufpended by a^ of parliameat, 59. 
But aften^'ards reftored, 67. Preparations to 
impede the progrefs of the Britifli, 19 x. Bri- 
tifh forces take poireflion of, 205. Part of it 
burned by the Americans, 208. 

Northy lord, made prime miniller, i. 73. Intro- 
duces a plan for repealing all duties in Ame- 
rica, excepting on tea, ibid. Increafes the 
demands of the coloniils, 79. See PariiamenU 

Norton^ colonel. See Mathews. 

Neutrality^ armed, an account of, ii. 259. 



Omoa^ a Spanifli fort, key of the Bay of Hon- 
duras, taken by the Britifli, ii. 172. Heroifui 
of a Britifli feaman, ibid. 

Oppofttion members fupport the caufe of the Ame- 

ricansi 
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'tfcans, 1. ig. Their fpccches are the means of 
■ railing a party at home favourable to the Ame- 
ricans, iiU, Defend the condudl of the inha- 
bitants of MafTachufett's Bay, 70. Impede the 
meafures of government rcfpefting America, 
■9?. Their forebodings excite the Americans 
to a£l as they had foretold, 91, Propofe treat- 
ing with the congrcfs,i59. Support and vindi- 
cate general Burgoyne after the difafter of Sara- 
toga, 357. Ahb genei-al Howe on his return 
from America, and infiH on an inquiry into 
the condu6t of the war, 390. 
Cfwa/{/y a Britifh merchant, negotiates the peace 
on the part of Great Britain, ii. 444. 



A^r currency of the colonies, an aft pafTcd for 
reflraiuing, i. 18. State of, 19. Obfervations 
on paper currency, 24. 

Painef Thomas, powerful effefts of his pamphlet 
called Common Senfe in producing the decla- 
ration of American independence, i. 190. 
Writes the Crilis, a fcvcre fatire on general 
Howe's fellival, 396. 

i^/j/Zf/cT, admiral, commands the rear of the Chan- 
nel fleet under Keppel, ii. 80. Difference bc- 
. 'tween, and Keppel, 81. Tried and acquitted, 

Parker^ fir Peter, expedition of, againft Rhode 
Ifland, i. 220. 

fc , fir Hyde, commands an armament againfl 

Georgia, ii. 48. Succefs of that expedition, 
71. Engages the Dutch fleet near the Dog- 
ger Bank, 296. 

parliament^ a6lof,for thefuppreffionof fmnggling, 
i. 12. For iropofing duties on certain kind of 
jnerchandife in America, 17. Objedls of this 
a6t^ the commerce of the colonies, and reve- 
nue of the date, ibid, A&, for regulating the 
p^>er currency of America, 1 8. Thcfe adts oc- 
• cafion great difcontents in America, 25. A61 
for impofing (lamp duties, 27. (See Stamf aff.J 
Oppofed in America as unconRItutional, 40. 
The right of parliament to levy taxes on the 
Americans denied by. the congrefs, ibid, A6i 
for repealing the damp a6t, 45. Accompanied 
by an ad declaring that parliament had a right 
to legillate for America in every cafe, i^id. Ail 
ibr providing for the more comfortable fubfift- 
tnce of the troops in America, 51. Ati for 
levying duties on imports into America, 
^3. Attacked in colonial pamphlets and newf- 
papers, 56. Addrefles his Majelly on the dif- 
orderly iUtc of MaiFachufctt's Bay, 68. Dif- 



conttnues all the duties in America, except on 
tea, y^. Adl for exporting tea free of duty, 
85. Difgufting to the New Englanders, ibid. 
Aft for (hutting the port of Bofton, 88. Aft 
for changing the conilitution of Maffachufett's 
Buy, 89. Atl for the better government of 
Mafiachufctts, 90. For the fettlement of Ca- 
nada, il*id. For prohibiting the mofl difaflfcdled 
colonies from trading with any country but 
Britain, 122. Makes a conciliatory propor- 
tion to America, 123. Not accepted, 124. 
His majeily's fpcech at the opening of, after 
commencement of hoftilities, 155. Arguments 
for and againft coercive meafures, 157, 158. 
Coercion refolved on, 158. Meafures adopted 
accordingly, 1 60. '^I'akes the American peti- 
tion into confideration, i6i. Rejects it, 162. 
Conciliatory bill propofed by Mr. Burke, Hid, 
Rejefted, 163. AA for prohibiting all inter- 
courfe with America, ibid. Conciliatory motion 
by Mr. Hartley, ibid. Reiccled, ibid. By the 
duke of Grafton, 1 64- Rejeded, 165. De- 
bates on the proclamation of the Howes, 264, 
265. Bill for fecuring perfons accufed of 
high treafon, 269. Motion by lord Chatham 
for addrclling the king againft the war, 272^ 
Manly fpeech of the Ipeaker to his majefty re- 
fpetUng the public money, 275. Bills for re- 
conciliation with America, ii. 3. 

PatUrfon^ general, fcrvices of, at Charlcftown, ii. 
18. 

Pcnobfcot^ Britifli fettlement in, by general Mac* 
lean, and fuccefsful defence of, ii. 151. 

Penfylvatiia^ planted by Penn with Quakers, 1. 
9. Aifembly of, fecedes from congrefs, 189. 
See Philad,^lphia. 

Pen/If William, fettles Penfylvania, i. 9. 

— , Richard, prcfents a petition from congrefi 
to his majefty, i. IC3. 

Percy y lord (now duke of Northumberland), fcnC 
with a detachment to fcize the military ftorc« 
at Concord, near Bofton, i. 116. Annoyed bj 
the Americans, ibid. Acquires a high charac- 
ter as an officer, 120. Commands a body at 
* Long Ifland, 1 94. Canies the advanced pofls 
of the enemy's camp, 218. 

Pitcairnty major, killed at Bunker's Hill, i. 128. 
His charaAer, ibid. 

Piify William (earl of Chatham), inimical to the 
fyfteni rcfpccting America propofed by govern* 
ment, i. 26. Hjs motion for an addrefs to the 
throne for peace, 271. 

Pigon, major-general, his fuccefsful defence of 
Rhode llland, ii. 35. 

Prtfioty gcnei-al, carried off by the Americans, i. 

2bt. 

Prev2Pj 
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Prm/l^ general, defeats the Americans, iL log. 
Unfuccefsful attempt of, againil Charleftown, li. 
2. Departs for Savannah, zi6. Befieged there 
by the Americans and French, 127. rlls lines 
attacked, 130. Rcpulfes the enemy with great 
lofs, 132. 

Putnam^ general, commands a detachment from 
Connedticut, i. 121. Account of, i^m/. Makes 
good his retreat fn)m New York with the Ame- 
rican army, i. 207. 



Rawdonf lord (earl of Moira), commands a di- 
viGon of the forces at the battle near Camden, 
ii. 209. Commendation of his vigour and 
cnterprife. Ibid. On the ficknefs of lord Com- 
wallis takes the command of the fouthem army, 

224. Difficult march of, in South Carolina, 

225. Hardships encountered by the troops, 
ibid. Commands the troops in South Carolina, 
whither Greene alfo marches, 35 1 . Attacks 
the camp of general Greene at Hobkirk's Hill, 
354. Defeats Greene, 356. Mafterly general- 
fhip of, 3^8. Returns to Europe, 364. 

Rhode IJland^ infurredion in, i. iii. Attempt 
upon by Clinton and Parker, 220. Conquered, 
tbtd. Attempt of the Americans on, ii. 39. 

Rrvcrif on the eaftcrn fide of North America, 
navigable to near their fource, anJ thus favour- 
able to commerce, but open to naval war, i. 3. 

Rockingham party come into adminillration, i. 

37- 
Rodney , admiral (late lord), appointed to com- 
mand the Britifh fleet in the Weft Indies, ii. 
299. Convoys the provifions to the relief of 
Gibraltar, ibid. Revives the naval glory of 
England, 256. Takes a fleet of Spanifh mer- 
chantmen, ibid. Gains a complete vi6tory over 
the Spanifh fleet, 257. Relieves Gibraltar, 
ibid. Gains a moft glorious vidory over the 
French, 432. 



S. 



Saratoga. See Burgoyne and Gates. 

Savannah^ befieged by the French and American 
armies, ii* 127. Siege is raifed, 130* 

Simcoft major, fti*atagem of, i. 374. 

SmuggKngf prevalent to a very degree in the colo- 
nies, i. 12. Regulations to prevent, ibid. 
Produce murmurs among |the Americans, 1 3.- 
Affed branches of fair and lucrative trade, 14, 



Spaitif favours the Americans, i. 260. J<h«s 
the confederacy againft Britain, ii. 158. 
Blockade of Gibraltar, 167. Spaniards re- 
duce Weft Florida, 169. Attack the Britifh 
logwood-cutters in the Bay of Honduras, ibid. 
Attack Gibraltar, but are repulfed,438— 442. 
See France. 

Stamf-aS, oppofed by a powerful party at home, 
i. 29. Caufes of that oppoiition, 32. Not a 
new fyftem, but a continuation of the old, 44. 
Produces alarms in Britain as well as America^ 
45. Repeal of, ibid. Declaratory ad paiTed, 
ibid. Repeal of, caufes great joy in America, 
ibid. Confidered as the dawn of independence, 
ibid. 

St. Leger^ expedition of, i. 330. Invefts Fort 
Stanwix, 334. Obliged to raife the fiege, 335. 

Sumptety the American colonel, defeated by Tarlc- 
ton, ii. 213. Joins Clarke and Brannen, 229* 



Taxation. See Parliament^ Stamp-aBy ^c, 
Tarlttotty colonel, defeats the American colonel 
Burford, ii. 193. Surprifes and defeats the 
Americans under colonel Sumpter, 212. Re- 
]>els Marion, the American paruzan, 227. Ac- 
tion with the Americans at Blackftock's Hilly 
231. Defeated by general Morgan, 323. 
TicGtideroga^ capture of, i* xji. 



Vaughany general, commands a detachment of 
Clinton's army, i. 306, Invefts Fort Fayette, 
ii. 192. 

Virginia^ fettled in the beginning ofjames the ift'f 
reign, i. 6. General aflembljr of, oppofe the 
ftamp ad, 31. Pafs a refolution for a fiift on 
account of the Bofton port-bill, 97. Fropofean 
annual congrefs of the citizens, 95. See Com^ 
wallis. 



W. 

Wallace^ fir James, deftroys the American gaUiet 

in j£fopus Creek, i. 366. 
Wayney general, furprifes Stoney Point, ii. 145, 
Wajhingtony general, fmallnefs of his army at the 
opening of the campaign 1776, i. 192. Applies 
to general Howe for the releafe of Lee, 227. 
Surprifes the Britifh troops at Trenton, 231, 
This vi&ory aniittatPS the Americans, 355. 

Marches 
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Marches into the Jerfcys, 23 jf. His Judicious 
retreaty 236. Adion with colonel Mawhoody 
237. Recovers a great part of the Jerfeys, 
339. Wifdom and aAivity of, in the winter 
campaign, and well-timed proclamation, 291. 
Diftrefled (ituation of his army, 308. Pre- 
pares to impede the Britiih in their retreat 
from Philadelphia, i. 1 1 f>. Battle of Freehold 
Court-houfe, li. ip. Sends a detachment to 
encourage the difaffedled Carolinians, 199. 
DillrefTes of this army. See Howe^ Clinton^ and 
Cornnvallts. 
IVebfter^ lieutenant-colonel, his condudt at the 
battle of Camden greatly praifed, ii.2 1 1 • High 



general charaAer, iHd* 



y. 



Death ofy fee Com^ 



Torif Newy granted by Charles II. to his brother, 
i. 8. Averfc to giving up trade with Britain, 
112. Refufcs to accede to the refolutiona of 
congrefs, ilfuL Local fituation of, 205. Taken 
pofTeffion of by the Britifh, ibU, Britifh gar- 
rifon of, in danger from the rigour of the 
winter, li. 233. 



THE END. 
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